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NEW  ORGANIZATION 
OF  Tax 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE.* 

On  the  dd  of  Pluvidsei  year  XI  fS3d  of  Januaiy, 
1803),  the  French  government  passed  the  following  de- 
cree on  tliis  subject. 

Aft.  I.  The  National  Institute,  at  present  divided  into 
three  classes,  shall  henceforth  consist  of  four;  namely: 

First    Class  \^^^^    ^    physical    and   mathematical 

^     sciences. 

Second  Class  f^^"^"  °^  ^^^  ^"°'*  language  ««I  Trtew 
^     rature. 

Third  Class — Class  of  history   and  ancient  lxteratur»b 

Fourth  Class — Class  of  fine  arts. 

The  present  members  of  the  Institute  and  associated 
foreigoers  shall  be.  divided  into  these  four  classes.  A 
commis^oaaL  of  five  membeis  of  the  Institute,  appointed 
by  the  First  Coaflid,  shall  present  to  him  the  plan  of 
ihin  division,  which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  approbation 
of  the  government* 

n.  The  first  class  shall  be  formed  of  the  ten  ^c^ 
tions,  which  at  present  compose  the  first  class  of  the 
Institute,  of  a  new  section  of  geography  and  navga- 
.tion,  and  of  *eight  foreign  associates. 

These  sections  shaU  be  composed  and  distinguished 
as  ToUowa: 

*  Referred  to  in  page  104,  Vol.  I^of  this  work. 
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shall  have  gained  one  of  these  four  great  prises,  shall  be 
sent  to  Rome^  and  xpaintained  at  the  expense  of  the? 
^Verpment. 

XIV.  The  Minister  of  the  Interior  is  charged  with 
ih^  exetutidn  of  the  present  decree^  which  sbsll  be  io-' 

si^rt^  m  the  Bulletin  of  tta«  Lawi« 
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On  ushering  into  the  world  a  literary  produc- 
tion, custom  has  established  that  its  parent 
fihotild  give  some  aocoiuit  of  his  off^riag.  In- 
deed, this  becomes  the  more  neceisaty  at  the 
present  moment^  as  the  riiort-lived  peace>  which 
gave  hirtfa  to  the  following  sheets^  had  already 
ceased  before  they  were  entirely  printed;  and 
the  war  in  which  England  and  France  are  now 
engaged,  is  of  a  nature  calci]dated  not  only  to  rouse 
all  the  energy  and  ancient  spirit  of  my  countrymen, 
but  also  to  revive  thdr  prejudices,  and  inflame 
their  passions,  in  a  degree  proportionate  to  the 
enemy's  boastful  and  provoking  menace. 

I  therefore  premise  that  those  who  may  be 
tempted  to  take  up  this  publication,  merely  with 
a  view  of  seeking  aliment  for  their  enmity,  will, 
in  more  ree^^cts  than  one,  probably  fuid  them- 
sdves  disappointed*    The  two  nations  were  not 

c» 
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rivals  in  arms,  but  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  at 
the  time  these  letters  were  written,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  press ;  consequently,  they  have  no 
relation  whatever  to  the  present  contest.  Ne- 
vertheless, as  they  refer  to  subjects  which  ma- 
nifest the  indefatigable  activity  of  the  French 
in  the  accomplishn\ent  of  any  grand  object, 
such  parts  may,  perhaps,  furnish  hints  that  may 
not  be  altogether  unimportant  at  this  momcn* 
tous  crisis. 

The  plan  most  generally  adhered  to  through- 
out this  work^  being  detailed  in  Letter  V, 
a  repetition  of  it  here  would  be  superfluous; 
wd  the  principal  matters  to  which  the  work 
itself  relates,  are  specified  in  the  title.  I  now 
come  to  the   point. 

A  long  residence  in'  France,  and  particularly 
in  the  capital,  having  afforded  me  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  becoming  tolerably  well  acquainted 
with  its  state  before  the  revolution,  my  cu- 
riosity was  strongly  excited  to  ascertain  the 
changes  which  that  political  phenomenon  might 
Jiave  effected.  I  accordingly  availed  myself  of 
the  earliest  dawn  of  peace  to  cross  the  water, 
and  visit  Paris.  Since  I  had  left  that  city  in 
1789-90,  a  powerful  monarchy,  established  on 
a  possession  of  fourteen  centuries,  and  on  that 
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sort  of  national  prosperity  which  seemed  to  chal- 
lenge the  approbation  of  future  ages^  had  beeo 
destroyed  by  the  force  of  opinion,  which,  like 
a  subterraneous  fire,  con^med  its  very  founda- 
tions>  and  plunged  the  nation  into  a  sea  of 
ti:oub]es,  in  which  it  was,  for  several  years,  tossed 
iibout,  amid  the  wreck  of  its  greatness. 

* 

This  is  a  phenomenon  of  which  antiquity 
affords  no  parallel;  and  it  has  produced  a  ra- 
pid succession  of  events  so  extraordinary  as  al* 
most  to  exceed  belief. 

It  is  not  the  crimes  to  which  it  has  given 
birth  that  will  be  thought  improbable:  the 
history  of  revolutions,  as  well  ancient  as  mo- 
-  dem,  furnishes  but  too  many  examples  of  them ; 
and  few  have  been  committed,  the  traces  of 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  countries 
where  the  imagination  of  the  multitude  has 
been  exalted  by  strong  and-  new  ideas  respect- 
ing Liberty  and  Equality.  But  what  posterity 
will  find  difficult  to  believe,  is  the  agitation  of 
men's  minds,  and  the  efFervescence  of  the  pas- 
sions, carried  to  such  a  pitch,  as  to  stamp  the 
French  revolution    with  a  character   borderii^ 

on  the    marvellous ^Yes;  posterity  will  have 

reason  to  be  astonished  at  the  facility  with 
which  the  human  mind  can  be  modified  and 
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made  to  pass  from  one  extreme  to  attotlier; 
at  the  suddenness,  m  short,  with  which  the 
ideas  and  manners  of  the  French  wwe  changed ; 
80  powerful,  on  the  one  hand,  is  the  ascendency 
of  certain  imaginations^  and,  on  the  other,  so 
great  is  the  weakness  of  the  vulgar! 

It  is  in  the  recoHectio^i  of  most  persons, 
that  the  agitation  of  the  public  mind  in  France 
was  such,  for  a  while,  that,  after  having  over- 
thrown the  monarchy  and  its  supports;  ren- 
dered private  property  insecure;  and  destroyed 
individual  freedom;  h  threatened  to  invade  fo- 
reign countries,  at  the  same  time  pushing  be- 
fore it  Liberty,  that  first  blessing  of  man,  when 
it  is  founded  on  laws,  and  the  most  dangerous 
of  chimeras,  when  it  is  without  rule  or  re- 
straint. 

The  greater  part  of  the  causes  which  ex- 
cited  tl^s   general    commotion,   existed   before 

« 

the  assembly  of  the  States-General  in  lf6g. 
It  is  therefore  iiniyortant  to  take  a  mental  vie^p/ 
of  the  moral  and  political  situation  of  France 
at  that  period,  and  to  follow,  in  imagination  at 
least,  the  chain  of  ideas,  passions,  and  errors, 
which,  having  dissolved  the  ties  of  society,  and 
w^orn  out  the  springs  of  government,  led  the 
nation  by  gigantic  strides  into  the  most  com- 
plete anarchy. 


iKtrtoDuoxioir^  id 

Without  enumerating  the  diffiarent  iuthoru 
ties  which  successively  rul^  in  fVame  aft^r  thi 
fall  of  the  throne^  it  appears  no  less  essential 
to  rermnd  the  reader  that^  ia  this  general  diSi» 
organization,  the  inhabitants  themselves,  though 
lireathing  the  same  air,  scarcely  knew  that  they 
belonged  to  the  same  nation.  The  altars  over** 
thrown;  all  the  ancient  institutions  annihilated  a 
new  festivals  and  ceremonies  introduced;  fao* 
tious  demagogues  honoured  with  an  apodie* 
osis;  their  busts  exposed  to  public  venerations 
men  and  cities  changing  names;  a  portipn  o£ 
the  people  infected  with  atheism^  and  disguised 
in  the  livery  of  guilt  and  folly;  all  this,  aqd 
more,  exercised  the  r^ection  of  the  well-dis-» 
posed  in  a  ipaliner  the  most  painfuL  In  ft 
word,  though  France  was  peopled  with  the  same' 
individuals,  it  seemed  inhabited  by  a  new  na-^ 

< 

ition,  entirely  different  from  the  old  one  in  its 
government,  its  creed,  its  principles,  its  mafi'^ 
ners,  and  even  its  customs* 

War  itself  assumed  a  new  face.  JEvery  thing 
relating  to  it  became  extraordinary:  the  num«' 
b^  of  the  combatants,  the  manner  of  recruiting 
the  annies,  and  the  means  of  providing  sup- 
plies for  them;  the  manufacture  of  powder, 
cannon^  smd,  mud^ets;   the  ardour^  impetuosity^ 
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and  forced  marches  of  the  troops;  their  extor- 
tions, their  successes,  and  their  reversi^s;  the 
choice  of  the  generals,  and  the  superior  talenta 
of  some  of  them,  together  with  the  springs, 
by  which  these, enormous  bodies  of  armed  men 
were  moved  and  directed,  were  equally  new  and 
astonishing. 

History  tell^  us  that  in  poor  countries,  where 
nothing  inflames  cupidity  and  ambition,  the 
love  alone  of  the  public  good  causes  changes 
to  be  tried  in  the  government;  and  that  those 
changes  derange  not  the  ordinary  course  of  so- 
ciety; whereas,  among  rich  nations,  corrupted 
by  luxury,  revolutions  are  always  effected  through 
secret  motives  of  jealousy  and  interest;  because 
there  are  great  places  to  be  usurped,  and  great 
fortunes  to  be  invaded.  In  France,  the  revo- 
lution  covered  the  country  with  ruins,  tears, 
and  blood,  because  means  were  not  to  be  found 
to  moderate  in  the  people  that  revolutionary 
spirit  which  parches,  in  thie  bud,  the  promised 
fruits  of  liberty,  when  its  violence  is  not  re- 
pressed. 

Few  persons  were  capable  of  keeping  pace 
with  the  rapid  progress  of  the  revolution.  Those 
who  remained  behind  were  considered  as  guilty 
of  desertion.    The  authors  of  the  first  consti- 
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tutlon  were  accused  of  being  royalisU^  tlie  old 
partisanft  of  republicanism  were  punished  as  «bo* 
fierates;  the  land-owners,  as  aristop^cUes;  the 
monied  men^  as  corrupters;  the  bankers  and 
financiers^  as  blood-mcheis;  the  shop-keepers^  as 
promoters  of  famine i  and  the  newsmongers,  as 
alarmists.  The  factious  themselves,  in  short, 
were  alternately  proscribed,  as  soon  as  thcj 
ceased  to  belong  to  the  ruling  faction. 

In  this  state  of  things,  society  became  a  prey 
to  the  most  baneful  passions.  Mistrust  entered 
every  heart;  friendship  had  no  attraction;  rela* 
tionship,  no  tie;  and  men's  minds,  hardened 
by  the  habit  of  misfortune,  or  overwhelmed  by 
fear,   no  longer  opened  to  pity. 

Terror  compressed  every  imagination ;  and  the 
revolutionary  government,  exercising  it  to  its  full- 
est exteht,  struck  off  a  prodigious  number  of 
heads,  filled  the  prisons  with  victims,  and  con- 
tinued to  corrupt  the  morals  of.  the  nation  by 
staining  it  with  crimes. 

But  all  things  have  an  end.  TJie  tyrants 
fell ;  the  dungeons  were  thrown  open ;  number- 
less victims  emerged  from  them;  and  France 
^emed  to  recover  new  life;  but  still  bewildered 
by  the  revolutionary  spirit,  wasted  by  the  con- 
«ealed  poison  of  anarchy,  exhausted  by  her  in- 


tiumemble  ftacrific^s^  and  almost  paralyzed  by 
her  own  convulsions,  she  made  but  hnpotent 
eflforts  for  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  justice. 
Taxes  became  more  burdensome;  commerce  was 
annihilated;  industry,  without  aliment;  pap^- 
money,  without  value;  and  specie,  without  cir- 
culation. However,  while  the  French  nation 
was  degraded  at  home  by  this  series  of  evils, 
it  was  respected  abroad  through  the  rare  merit 
of  some  of  its  generals,  the  splendour  of  itd 
victories,  and  the  bravery  of  its  soldiers. 

During  these  transactions,  there  was  formed 
in  the  public  mind  that  moral  resistance  which 
destroys  not  governments  by  violence,  but  un- 
dermines them.  The  intestine  commotions  were 
increasing;  the  conquests  of  the  French  were 
invaded;  their  en^nies  were  already  on  their 
frontiers ;  and  the  division  which  had  broken 
out  between  the  Directory  and  the  Legislative 
Body,  again  threatened  France  with  a  total  dis- 
solution, when  a  man  of  extraordinary  charac- 
ter and  talents  had  the  boldness  to  seize  the 
reins  of  authority,  and  stop  the  further  pro- 
gress of  the   revolution.*^      Taking  at  the  full 

*  Of  two  thipgs,  we  are  left  to  believe  one.  Bona- 
parte either  was  or  was  not  invited  to  put  hinjself  at 
the  head  of  the  government  of  France.    It  is  not  probable 


tlie  tide  wktdi  leads  on  to  fortune,  he  at  onee 
changed  the  face  of  affairs,  not  only  vnihin  Afe 
limits  of  the  Republic,  but  throughout  Europe. 
Yet,  after  all  their  triumphs,  the  French  have 
the  mortification  to  have  failed  in  gaining  that 
for  which    th^  first  took   up   arms,    and  for 

diat  t2ie  Directory  should  seod  for  him  from  Egypt,  m 
order  to  say  to  him:  "  We  are  fools  and  drivelers,  unfit 
"  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  nation;  so  turn  us  out  of 
**  office,  and  seat  yourself  in  our  place.*'  Nevertheless, 
they  might  have  hoped  to  preserve  their  tottering  autho- 
rity through  his  support.  Be  this  as  it  naay,  these  if 
something  so  singular  in  the  good  fortune  vhich  has  at-* 
tended  Bonaparte  from  the  period  of  his  quitting  Alex* 
andria^  that,  were  it  not  known  for  truth,  it  might  well 
he  taken  for  £ction.  Sailing  from  the  rood  of  Abouktr 
on  the  24?th  of  August,  1799,  he  eludes  the  vigilance  of 
the  English  cruisers,  and  lands  at  Frejus  in  France  on  the 
i4th  of  October  following,  the  fort)r-seventh  day  after  his 
•^aiMre  from  Egypt.  On  his  arrival  in  Paris,  so  6r  from 
gif  ing  an  aceoont  of  his  conduct  to  the  Directory,  he  turns 
his  back  on  them;  accepts  the  propositbn  made  to  him, 
from  another  quarter,  to  effect  a  change  in  the  govern- 
ment; on  the  9^  of  November,  carries  it  into  esdcution; 
and,  pn^tlng .  by  the  populam  aura,  £%es  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  State,  at  the  same  time  kicking  down  thi» 
ladder  by  which  he  climbed  to  power.  To  achieve  all 
this  with  such  promptitude  and  energy,  most  assures^  re- 
jqnired  a  mind  of  no  common  fteKtare;  m>r  can  any  one 
4eoy  that  fmbition  would  hame  done  but  Utde  towards  its 
accomplishment,  had  it  not  been  seconded  by  extraordinaxy 
firmness. 
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v^bich  they  have  maintained  so  long  and  so  ob- 
stinate a  struggle- 
When  a  strong  mound  has  been  broken  down, 
the  waters  whose  amassed  volume  it  op- 
posed,  rush  •  forward,  and,  in  their  impetuous 
course,  spread  afar  terror  and  devastation.  On 
visiting  the  scene  where  this  has  occurred,  we  - 
naturally  cast  our  eyes  in  every  direction,  to 
discover  the  mischief  which  they  have  occasioned 
by  their  irruption;  so,  then,  on  »eaching  the 
grand  theatre  of  the  French  revolution,  did  I 
look  about  for  the  traces  of  the  havock  it 
had  left  behind^  but,  like  a  river  which  had 
regained  its  level,  and  flowed  again  in  its  na- 
tural bed,  this  political  torrent  had  subsided,  and 
its  ravages  were  repaired  in  a  manner  the  most 
surprising. 

However,  at  the  particular  request  of  an  es- 
timable friend,  I  have  endeavoured  to  draw  the 
contrast  which,  in  1789-9O  and  1801-2,  Paris 
presented  to  the  eye  of  an  impartial  observer. 
In  this  arduous  attempt  I  have  not  tlie  vanity 
to  flatter  myself  that  I  Have  been  successful, 
though  I  have  not  hesitated  to  lay  under  con- 
tribution every  authority  likely  to  promote  my 
object.  The  state  of  the  French  capital,  before 
the  revolution,  I  have  delineated  from  the  notes 
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I  had  myself  collected  on  the  spot,  and  for 
which  purpose  I  was,  at  that  time,  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  consulting  almost  as  many  books  as  Don 
Quixote  read  on  knight-errantry;  but  the  au- 
thors from  whom  I  hare  chiefly  borrowed,  arc 
St.  Foix,   Mercier,   Dulaure,    Pujoulx,    and 

BlOT. 

My  invariable  aim  has  been  to  relate,  sine 
ira  nee  studio,  such  facts  and  circumstances  as 
have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  to  render  to 
every  one  that  justice  which  I  should  claim  for 
myself.  After  a  revolution  which  has  trenched 
on  so  many  opposite  interests,  the  reader  can- 
not be  surprised,  if  information,  derived  from 
such  a '  variety  of  sources,  should  sometimes 
seem  to  be^  the  character  of  party-spirit. 
Should  this  appear  on  (he  face  of  the  record, 
I  can  only  say  that  I  have  avoided  entering 
into  politics,  in  order  that  no  bias  of  that  sort 
might  lead  me  to  discolour  or  distort  the  truths 
I  have  had  occasion  to  state;  and  I  have  to- 
tally rejected  those  communications  which,  from 
their  tone  of  bitterness,  personality,  and  virulence, 
might  be  incompatible  with  the  general  tenour 
of  an  impartial  production. 

Till  the  joint  approbation  of  some  competent 
judges,    who  visited   the    French   capital   after 


Imving  perused,  in  manuscript,  several  of  these 
letters^  had  stamped  on  them  a  comparative 
d&gr^  of  vahie^  no  one  could  think  more  lightly 
of  them  than  the  author.  Urged  repeiatedlj  to 
produce  them  to  the  p^bUC|  I  have  yidded  with 
reluctance,  ^snd  in  tl\e  fullest  confideqc^  that, 
notwithstanding  the  recent  change  of  circum^ 
stances,  a  liber^  constriiction  will  be  put  on  my 
sentiments  and  motives.  .1  have  taken  care 
.that  my  account  of  the  national  eatafaUshnients 
in  France  should  be  perfectly  correct;  and,  in 
feet,  I  have  been  favoured  with  the  principal  in- 
formation it  contains  by  their  respective  direct- 
jon*  In  r^ard  to  the  other  topics  on  which 
I  have  toucfaedj  I  have  not  filled  to  consult  the 
best  authorities,  even  in  lac^tters,  which,  how- 
ever trifling  in^  tiiemselves,  acquire  a  relative 
importance,  from  being  illustrative  of  some  of 
ib^e  maay-colpured  effects  of  a  revolution, 
.<which  has  humbled  the  pride  of  many,  deranged 
ijae  calculations  o(  all,  disap^nted  the  hopes 
of  not  a  few,  ftnd  deceived  those  even  by  whom 
it  had.  bee^  engendered  and  conducted. 

Yet,  'whatever  pains  I  have  taken  to  be  strictly 
impartial,  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  in  publish- 

r 

fajg  a  work  of  this  description  at  a  time  when 
ih^  s^f4oYe  of  most  men  is  mortified,  ai;id  their 


resentment  awakened^  I  run  no  small  ride  of 
displeasing  all  parties^  because  I  attach  myself 
to  none^  but  find  .them  all  more  or  less  de» 
serving  of  censure.  Without  descending  either 
to  flattery  or  calumny>  I  speak  both  well  and 
ill  of  the  Wi^nch,  because  I  copy  nature^  and 
neither  draw  an  imaginary  portrait,  nor  write  a 
systematic  narrative.  If  I  have  occasionally  given 
vent  to  my  indignation  in  glancing  at  the  e&^ 
cesses  of  the  revolution,  I  have  not  withfadd 
my  tribute  of  applause .  from  those  institutioKis, 
which,  being  calculated  to  benefit  mankind  by 
the  gratuitous  diffusion  of  knowledge,  would  re«^ 
fleet  honour  on  any  nation.  In  other  ^respact$^ 
I  haVe  not  been  unmindful  of  that  excdlent  prece{lt 
of  Tacitus,  in  which  he  observes  that  ^*''  The  pritt* 
'^  cipal  duty  of  the  historian  is  to  rescue. from  ob* 
^^  livion  virtuous  actions,  and  to  make  bad  aeii 
^^  dread  infamy  and  posterity  for  what  they  haw 
'^  said  and  done/'* 

In  stating  facts,  it  is  frequently  necessary  to  sup^ 
port  them  by  a  relation  of  partici^dar  circumstances^ 
which  may  corroborate  thein  in  an  unquwtaon* 
able  manner.     Feeling  this  trtith,  I  have  KNm^. 

*  Pracipmim  munus  annal'mm  reor,  ne  rirtutcs  sileantur, 
'*  utque  pravis  dkth  factkquc  ex  posieritate  €t  infatniA  m(^ 
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times  introduced  myself  on  niy  canvass,  merely 
to  shew  that  I  am  not  an  ideial  traveller.  I 
mean  one  of  those  pleasant  fellows  who  travel 
post  in  their  elbow-chair,  sail  round  the  world 
on  a  map  suspended  to  one  side  of  their  room, 
broBs  the  seas  with  a  pocket-comptfsa  lyingr  ^n 
their  table,  experience  a  shipwreck  by  their  fire- 
side, make  their  escape  when  it  scorches  their 
shins,  and  land  on  a  desert  island  in  their  robe 
de  chambre  and  slippers. 

I  have,  therefore,  here  and  there  mentioned 
Barnes,  time^  and  place,  to  prove  that,  hand  fide ^ 
I  went  to  Paris  immediately  after  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  preliminary  treaty.  To  banish  uni- 
formity in  rny  description  of  that  metropolis,  I 
have,  as  much  as  possible,  varied  my  subjects. 
Fashions,  sciences,  absurdities,  anecdotes,  educa- 
tion, fetes,  useful  arts,  places  of  amusement, 
music,  learned  and  scientific  institutions,  inven- 
tions, public  buildings,  industry,  agriculture,  &c. 
&c.  &c,  being  all  jumbled  together  in  my  brain, 
I  have  thence  drawn  them,  like  tickets  from 
a  lottery;  and  it  will  not,  I  trust,  be  deemed 
presumptuous  in  me  to  indulge  a  hope  that,  in 
proportion  to  the  blanks,  there  will  be  found 
no  inadequate  number  of  prizes. 

I  have   pointed  out  the  immense  advantages 
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Wnich  Prance  is  likely  to  derive  from  her  Schools 
for  Public  Services,  and  other  establishments  of 
striking  utility;  such  as  the  D^pSt  de  Id  Guerr$ 
&nd  the  DSpdt  de  la  Marine^  in  order  that  the 
British  government  may  be  prompted  to  form 
institutions,  which/ if  not  exactly  similar,  may 
at  least  answer  the  same  purpose.  Instead  of 
copying  the  French  in  objects  of  fickleness  and 
ifrivolity,  why  not  borrow  from  tliem  what  ii 
really  deserving  of  imitation? 

It  remains  for  me  to  observe,  by  Way  of  sti- 
mulating the  ambition  of  British  genius,  that| 
in  France^  the  arts  and  sciences  are  now  making 
a  rapid  and  simultaneous  progress;  first;  becauso 
the  revolution  has  made  them  popular  in  that 
country ;  and,  secondly,  because  they  are  daily  con*^ 
nected  by  new  ties,  which,  in  a  great'  measure^ 
i-ender  them  inseparable.  Facts  are  there  re- 
curred to,  liess  with  a  View  to  draw  from  them 
immediate  applications,  than  to  develop  the 
truths  resulting  from  them.  The  first  step  i9 
from  these  facts  to  their  most  simple  conse- 
quiences,  which  arfe  little  more  than  bare  assert 
tions*  From  these  the  ^aran^  proceed  toothers 
more  minute^  till,  at  length,  by  imperceptible 
degrees,  they  arfive  at  the  most  abstracted  ge- 
neralities.   With  them,  method  is  an  induction  in- 
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eessaiitly  verified  by  experiment.  Whence,  it  givM 
to  human  intelligence,  not  wings  which  lead  it 
astray,  but  reins  which  guide  it.  United  by 
this  common  philosophy,  the  sciences  and  art^ 
in  France  advance  together;  and  the  progr^s 
made  t  by  one  of  them  serves  to  promote  that 
of  the  rest.  There,  the  men  who  profess  them, 
considering  that  their  knowledge, belongs  not  4x> 
themselves  alone,  not  to  their  country  only,  but 
to  all-mankind,  are  continiially  striving  to  increase 
the  mass  of  public  knowledge.  This  they  regard 
as  a  real  duty,  which  they  are  proud  to  dis« 
pharge;  thus  treading  in  the  steps  of  the  most 
memorable  men  of  past  ages. 

Then,  while  the  more  unlearned  and  un-* 
ikilled  among  us  are  emulating ,  the  patriotic  en-v 
thusiasm  of  the  French  in  volunteering,  as  they 
did,  to  resist  invasion,  'let  our  men  of  science 
and  genius  exert  themselves  not  to  be  surpassed 
by  the  industrious  savans  and  artists  of  that  na« 
tion;  but  let  them  -act  on  the  princi[Je  incuU 
(ated  by  the  following  sublime  •  idea  of  our  illus4 
trious  countryman,  the  founder  of  modem  phi^ 
4osophy.  "  It  may  not  be  amiss,"  says  Bacon, 
•'  to  point  out  three  different  kinds,  and,  as  it 
were,  degrees  of  ambition.  The  first,  that  of 
those  .who  desire  to  enhance,  in  their  oym 


,4g 


i 

I  <€ 

i 


4C 
4C 


XBTTEODUCTICm.  XXill 

country,  the  power  they  arrogate  to  them'* 
selves:  this  kind  of  ambition  is  both  vulgar 
and  degenerate.  The  second,  that  of  those 
**  who  endeavour  to  extend  the  power  and 
^^  domination  of  their  country,  oyer  the  whole 
-^^  of  the  human  race:  in  this  kind  there  is 
certainly  a  greater  dignity,  though,  at  the 
same  time,  no  less  a  share  of  cupidity.  But 
should  any  one  strive  to  restore  and  extend 
^^  the  power  and  domination  of  mankind  over 
the  universality  of  things,  unquestionably  such 
an  ambition,  (if  it  can  be  so  denominated) 
**  would  be  more  reasonable  and  dignified  than 
^'  the  others*  Now,  the  empire  of  man,  over 
**  things,  has  its  foundation  exclusively  in  the 
*^  arts  and  sciences ;  for  it  is  only  by  an  obe- 
'^  dience  to  her  laws,  that  Nature  can  be  com  - 
'^  manded."* 

London,  June  10,  1803. 

**  *  Praterea  non  abs  refuerit,  tria  kominum  tmtbilionis  ge» 
fitra  et  quasi  gradus  distingverc,  Primum  eorum  qiii  pro* 
-priam  potentiam  in  patria  sua  amplificare  cupiwit;  quod  gi- 
nits  vUfgare  est  et  degener.  Secundum  eorum,  qui  pat  rice 
potentiam  et  imperium  inter  humanum  genus  amplificare  nip 
tuntur;  illud  plus  certe  hahet  dignitatis^  cupiditatis  haud  mim 
nus.  Quod  si  quis  humani  generis  ipsius  potentiam  et  impe^ 
fiwn  in  rerum  unhersitatem  instaurarc  et  amplificare  conetur  | 
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ttt  prOCut  dubio  ambitio  (si  modo  it  a  voeahda  iit)  retf^uif 
tt  sanior  est  et  augustior^  Hominis  auiem  imperium  in  res^ 
in  solis  artihus  .et  ^cientiis  ponitur:  naturce  enim  non  impe* 
ratur,  nisi  parendoJ'*  Nov.  org-  scientiarum.  Aphor.  CXXJJt. 
(Vol.  VIII.  page  72,  new  edition  of  Bacon*s  works.  Ltnt^ 
ion,  Jirinted  1803.) 
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&c.  &c. 


LETTER  I. 

CalaiSy  October  l6, 1801. 

Mir  DEAK  FRIEND, 

JlIaD  you  not  made  it  a  particular  request  that 
I  would  give  you  the  earliest  account  of  my  de- 
barkation in  France,  I  should,  probably,  not  have 
been  teinpted  to  write  to  you  till  I  reached  Paris, 
I  well  know  the  g^eat  stress  which  you  lay  on 
first  impressions ;  but  what  little  I  have  now  to 
communicate  will  poorly  gratify  your  expectation- 
Prom  the  date  of  this  letter,  you  will  perceive 
that,  siiice  we  parted  yesterday,  I  have  not  been 
dilatory  in  my  motions*  No  sooner  had  a  mes- 
senger from  the  Alien-Office  brought  me  the  pro- 
n;iised  passport,  or  rather  his  Majesty's  licence, 
permitting  me  to  embark  for.  France,  than  I  prp- 
ceeded  on  my  journey. 

In  nine^'hours  I  reached  I5over,  and,  being  au- 
thorized by  a  proper  introduction,  immediately 
applied  to  Mr.  Mantell,  the  agent  for  prisoners  of 

VOL,  I.  B 


A  SKETCH  OF  PARIS. 


war,  cartels,  &c.  for  a  passage  across  the  water* 
An  English  flag  of  truce  was  then  in  the  harbour^ 
waiting  only  for  government  dispatches;  and  I 
found  that,  if  I  could  get  my  baggage  visited  in 
time,  I  might  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of 
crossing  the  sea  in  this  vessel.  On  having  re- 
course to  the  collector  of  the  customs,  I  succeeded 
in  my  wish :  the  dispatches  arriving  shortly  after, 
and  my  baggage  being  already  shipped,  I  stepped 
oflF  the  quay  into  tht  Nancy,  on  board  of  which  I  I 
was  the  only  passenger.  A  propitious  breeze 
sprang  up  at  the  moment,  and,  in  less  than  three 
hours,  wafted  me  to  'Calais  pier. 

By  the  peri^on  who  carried  the  dispatches  tA 
Giti5:en  Mengaud,  the  commissary  for  this  de- 
partment (Pas  de  Calais) y  I  sent  a  card  with  my 
name  and  rank,  requesting  permission  to  land  and 
deliver  to  him  a  letter  from  'M.  Ottd.  This  stepu 
was  indispensable :  the  vessel  which  broti^t  me 
was,  I  find,  the  first  British  flag  ef  ttuce  that  has 
been  suffered  'to  enter  the  harbour,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Prince  of  Wales  packed,  now  wait- 
ing here  for  the  return  of  a  king's  messenger  frcwn 
Paris ;  and  her  captain  even  has  not  yet  been  per- 
mitted to  go  on  shore.  It  tfherdbre  appears  that 
I  shall  be  the  first  Englishman,  riot  in  an  official 
character,  who  has  iset  foot  on  French  ground 
sinc^e  the  ratification  of  the  prelimitiary  treaty. 

The  pier  was  presently  crowded  with  people 
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gazing  at  our  vtessel^  as  if  she  prescfittd  a.  spectacle 
perfectly  novel :  but^  extept  the  triKtoloticed  cock'* 
ade  in  the  hats  of  the  militaiy^  I  couM  not  observe 
the  smallest  diffkence  in  their  general  appearance* 
Instead  of  crops  and  round  wig8>  Mittch  I  expected 
to  see  in  universal  vogue^  here  were  iuU  as  many 
powdered  heads  and  long  queues  as  before  the  le- 
volotion*  Frenchmen,  in  genera)^  wiH,  I  am  per- 
saaded>  ever  be  Frenchmen  in  their  dress,  which^ 
in  my  opinion,  can  never  be  revoluticnized,  either 
fay  precept  or  example  The  citoyens,  as  fior  as  I 
am  yet  able  to  judge,  most  ceriwBiy  have  not 
fattened  by  warfiu'c  more  than  Jork  Bvll:  their 
visages  are  as  sallow  and  as  thin  as  formeriy, 
though  their  persons  are  not  quite  so  meagre  ag 
they  are  pourtrayed  by  Hogarth. 

The  prospect  of  peace^  however,  seemed  to  have 
produced  an  exhilarating  effect  on  all  ranks;  sa-> 
tisfaction  appeared  on  every  countenance.  Ac* 
cording  to  Custorii^  a  host  of  inkeepers'  domes-* 
tics  boarded  the  vessel,  each  vaunting  the  supe- 
riority of  his  mast^r*s  accommodations.  My  old 
landlord  Ducrocq  presenting  himself  to  congratu- 
late me  oil  my  arrival,  soon  freed  me  from  their 
importunities,  and  I,  of  course,  decided  in  fkvour 
of  the  Lion  dH Argent. 

Part  of  the  Boulogne  flotilla  was  lyiqg  in  the 
harbour*  Independently  of  the  decks  of  the  gun-f 
boats  being  full  of  soldiers,  with  very  few  sailors 
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intermixed,  playkig  at  different  games  of  chance, 
not  a  plank,  not'  a  log,  or  piece  of  timber,  was 
there  on  the  quay  but  was  also  covered  with  simi- 
lar parties.  This  then  accoxmts  for  that  rage  for 
gambling,  which  has  carried  to  such  desperate 
lengths  those  among  them  whom  the  fate  of  war 
has  lodged  in  our  prisons. 

My  attention  was  soon  diverted  from  this  scene, 
by  a  polite  answer  from  the  commissary,  inviting 
me  to  his  house.  I  instantly  disembarked  to  wait 
on  him;  my  letter  containing  nothing  more  than 
an  introduction,  accompanied  by  a  request  that  I 
might  be  furnished  with  a  passport  to  enable  me 
to  proceed  to  Ptois  without  delay.  Citizen  Men- 
gaud  dispatched  a  proper  person  to  attend  me  to 
the  town-hall,  where  the  passports  are  made  out, 
and  sigiied  by  the'  mayor;  though  they  are  not 
delivered  till  they  have  also  received  the  commis- 
sary's signature.  However,  to  lose  no  time,  whUe 
one  of  the  clerks  was  drawing  my  picture,  or,  in 
other  words,  taking  down  a  minute  description  of 
my  person,  I  sent  my  keys  to  the  custom-^house, 
in  order  that  my  baggage  might  be  examined. 

By  what  conveyance  I  was  to  proceed  to  Paris; 
was  the  next  point  to  he  settled ;  and  this  has 
Iwought  me  to  the  Lion  d' Argent. 
;  Among  other  vehicles,  Duorocq  has,  in  his 
remise,  an  apparently-good  cabriolet  de  voyage^ 
belonging  to  one  of  his  Paris  correspondents;  bufc> 
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on  accoaht  of  the  wretched  state  of  the  roads^  he 
begs  me  to  allow  him  time  to  send  for  his 
coachmaker^  to  examine  it  scrupulously,  that  I 
may  not  be  detained  by  the  way^  from  any  accident 
happening  to  the  carriage. 

I  was  just  on  the  point  of  concluding  my  letter, 
when  a  French  naval  officer,  who  was  on  the  pier 
when  I  landed,  introduced  himself  to  me,  to  know 
whether  I  would  do  him  the  favour  to  accommo* 
date  him  with  a  place  in  the  cabriolet  under  ex- 
amination. I  liked  my  new  friend's  appearance 
and  manner  too  well  not  to  accede  to  his  proposal. 

The  carriage  is  reported  to  be  in  good  condi- 
tion»  I  shall  therefore  send  my  servant  on  before 
as  a  courier,  instead  of  taking  him  with  me  as  an 
inside  passenger.  As  we  shall  travel  night  and 
day,  and  the  post-horses  will  be  in  readiness  at 
every  stage,  we  may,  I  am  told,  expect  to  reach 
Paris  in  about  forty-two  hours.  Adieu ;  my  next 
will  be  from  the  great  city. 


LETTER  IL 


Path,  October  IQ,  1801. 

Here  I  am  safe  arrived;  that  is,  without  any 
broken  bones ;  though  my  arms,  knees,  and  head 
are  finely  pummdled  by  the  joking  of  the  car- 
riage.   Well  might  Ducrocq  say  that  the  roads 
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were  hsAi  In  several  places,  they  are  not  /paesaUe 
without  dangeiv-Indeed^  the  govjemment  is  so 
fuHy  iaware  of  tihss^  that  an  iiifipeotor  has  heen  dis^ 
patdhed  to  direct  iimmediate  repaim  to  he  made 
against  the  arrival  of  the  English  amhassador; 
and,  in  .some  cormmm$^  the  pjeople  are  at  work  by 
torclWlight.  WiA  &is  :exception,  my  joumcy 
WHS  e&ce^din^y  ^pleasant.  At  ten  o'clock  the 
6rst  mght>  we  n^cfaed  Mowtreuil,  whore  we 
supped ;  the  iiext  Aay  we  joreaklasted  s£  Abbeville^ 
diified  at  u4mi0m,  and  si^ed  that  evening  at 

l]%ie  *road  between  Caljm  and  Paris  is  too  well 
known  to  iMerest  by  description.  Most  of  the 
labbe^'s  a^d  nionaisteries,  ^v(^ch  present  themsdves 
*o  the  ey^  of  the  traveller,  have  either  iieen  con- 
verted into  hospitals  or  manufaetories.  Eew  there 
ere^  I  believe,  whb  wiii  deny  that  this  change  is 
forith(e  better;  jy  receptacle  for  the  relief  of  su£r 
fering  indigence  conveys  a  consolatory  idea  to  the 
mind  of  the  friend  of  human  nature ;  while  the 
lover  of  industry  cannotT)ut  aipprove  of  an  esta- 
blishment which,  while  it  .enriches  a  State,  affords 
employ  to  the  needy  and  diligent.  This,  un- 
questionably, is  no  bad  ^appropriation  of  these 
'J)uildings,  which,  when  inhabited  by  monks,  were, 
for  the '  most  part,  no  onore  than  an  asylum  of 
^loth,  hypocrisy,  pride,  and  ignorance. 

The  weather  was  fine,  which  ccmtribnted  not  a 
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Iktife  to  display  'J^  country  to  greater  advantage ; 
but  the  improvements  recently  made  in  agriculture 
are  too  striiing  to  escape  the  notice  of  the  most 
inattentive  observer.  The  open  plains  and  rising 
grounds  of  ci-devant  Picardy  which,  from  ten 
to  fifteen  years  ago,  I  have  frequently  seen,  ia 
this  season,  mostly  lying  fallow,  and  presenting 
the  aspect  of  one.  wide,  neglected  waste,  are  now  all 
well  cultivated,  and  chiefly  laid  down  in  com ;  and 
Ijie  corn,  in  general,  seema  to  have  been  sown 
with  more  than  common  attention. 

My  fallow-traveller,  who  was  a  lieutenant  de 
vaisseauy  belonging  to  Latouche  Trivilles  flotilla, 
proved  a  very  agreeable  companion,  and  extremely 
well-i|afbrQifid.  This  ofEoer  positively  denied  the 
circumstaBce  of  any  of  their  gun-boats  being 
nio6red  with  chmus  during  our  last  attack.  While 
he  did  ample  justice  to  the  bravery  of  our  people, 
he  censured  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
exerted.  The  divisions  of  boats  arriving  sepa^ 
rately,  he  said^  could  not  afFord  to  each  other 
necessary  support,  and  were  thus  exposed  to  cer- 
tain discomfiture.  I  made  the  best  defence  I  po&* 
sibly  could ;  but  truth  bears  down  all  before  it. 

The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  French,  my  fellow- 
traveller  declared,  was  no  more  than  seven  men 
killed  and  forty**five  wounded.  Such  of  the  latter 
as  were  in  a  condition  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of 
the  ceremony,  were  carried  in  triumphal  procession 
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through  the  streets  of  Boulogne,  where,  after  be- 
ing harangued  by  the  mayor,  they  were  rewarded 
with  civic  crowns  from  the  hands  of  their  fair 
fellow-citizens. 

Early  the  second  morning  after  our  departure 
from  Calais,  we  reached  the  town  of  iSr.  Denisy 
which,  at  one  time  since  the  revolution,  changed 
its  name  for  that  of  Franfiade.  I  never  pass 
through  this  place  without  calling  to  mind  the 
persecution  which  poor  Abclard  suffered  from 
Adam,  the  abbot,  for  having  dared  to  say,  that 
the  body  of  Si.  Denis,  first  bishop  of  Paris,  in 
240,  which  had  been  preserved  in  tliis  abbey 
among  the  relics,  was  not  that  of  the  areopagite, 
who  died  in  Q5.  The  ridiculous  stories,  imposed 
on  the  credulity  of  the  zealous  catholics,  respect^ 
ing  this  wonderful  saint,  have  been  exhibited  in 
their  proper  light  by  Voltaire,  as  you  may  see  by 
consulting  the  Questidns  sur  t Encydopedie,  at 
the  article  Denis. 

It  is  in  every  person^s  recollection  that,  in  con** 
sequence  of  the  National  Convention  having  de-. 
creed  the  abolition  of  royalty  in  France,  it  was 
proposed  to  annihilate  every  vestige  of  it  through-* 
out  the  country.  But,  probably,  you  are  not 
aware  of  the  thorough  sweep  that  was  madq 
among  the  sepultures  in  this  abbey  of  Su  Denis, 

The  bodies  of  the  kings,  queens,  princes,  prin- 
cesses,  and  celebrated  personages,  \yho  had  been 
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interred  here  for  nearly  fifteen  hundred  ycarsi, 
were  taken  up,  and  literally  reduced  to  ashes. 
Not  a  wreck  was  left  behind  to  make  a  relic. 

The  remains  of  Turenne  alone  were  respected. 
All  the  other  bodies,  together  with  the  entrails  or 
hearts^  enclosed  in  separate  urns,  were  thrown  into 
large  pits,  lined  with  a  coat  of  quick  lime :  they 
were  then  covered  with  the  same  substance ;  and 
the  pits  were  afterwards  filled  up  with  earth. 
Most  of  them,  as  may  be  supposed,  were  in  a 
state  of  complete  putrescency ;  of  some,  the  bones 
only  remained,  though  a  few  were  in  good  pre- 
servation. 

The  bodies  of  the  consort  of  Charles  I.  Hen- 
rietta Maria  of  France,  daughter  of  Henry  IV, 
who  died  in  l66g,  aged  6o,  and  of  their  daughter 
Henrietta  Stuart,  first  wife  of  Monsieur,  only 
brother  to  Lewis  XIV,  who  died  in  J  670,  aged 
26,  both  interred  in  the  vault  of  the  Bourbons, 
were  consumed  in  the  general  destruction. 

The  execution  of  this  decree  was  begun  at  St. 
J)enis  on  Saturday  the  12th  of  October,  1703, 
and  completed  on  the  25  th  of  the  same  month, 
in  presence  of  the  municipality  and  several  other 
persons. 

On  the  l!2th  of. November  following,  all  the 
ti?^asure  of  Sl  Denis,  (shrines,  relics,  &c.)  was  re- 
moved: the  whole  was  put  into  large  wooden 
chests,  together  with  all  the  rich  ornaments  of 
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the  churchy  consisting  of  dialices^  pyxeB^  cupfl^ 
copes^  &c.  The  same  day  these  valuable  artideo 
were  sent  ofF^  in  great  state,  in  waggons,  decorated 
for  the  purpose,  to  the  National  Convention. 

We  left  Sl  Denis  after  a  hasty  breakfast;  and^ 
on  reaching  Paris,  I  determined  to  drive  to  the 
residence  of  a  man  whom  I  had  never  seen ;  but 
from  whom  I  had  little  doubt  of  a  welcome  re-> 
caption.  I  accordingly  alighted  in  the  Rue  neuve 
St.  Rock,  where  I  found  B  ■  a,  who  perfectly 
answered  the  character  given  me  of  him  by  M# 

Si* 

You  already  know  that,  through  the  interest  of 
my  friend.  Captain  O  y,  I  was  so  fortunate  as 
to  procure  the  exchange  of  B-  -  >a^s  only  son,  a 
deserving  youth,  who  had  been  taken  |rfisoner  at 
sea,  and  languished  two  years  in  confinement  in 
Portchester-Castle. 

Before  I  could  introduce  myself,  one  of  young 

B a's  sisters  proclaimed  my  name,   as  if  by 

inspiration ;  and  I  was  instantly  greeted  with  the 
cordial  embraces  of  the  whole  family.  Thia 
scene  made  me  at  once  forget  the  fatigues  of  my 
journey ;  and,  though  I  had  not  been  in  bed  for 
three  succes^ve  nights,  the  agreeable  sensations 
excited  in  my  mind,  by  the  uriafiected  expression 
of  gratitude,  banished  every  inclination  to  sleep. 

If  honest  B 3.  and  his  family  felt  themselves 

obliged  to  me^  I  felt  myself  douUy  »nd  trebly 
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obliged  to  Captain  O-  y ;  for,  to  his  kind  ex- 
ertion>  was  I  indebted  for  the  secret  enjoyment 
arising  from  the  performance  of  a  disinterested 
action. 

S  ■  ■  ^■■'  'i  was  no  sooner  informed  of  my  arrival, 
than  he  hastened  to  obey  the  invitation  to  meet 
me  at  dinner,  and,  by  his  presence,  enlivened  the 
family  party.  After  spending  a  most  agreeable 
day,   I  retired  to  a  temporary  lodging,  which 

B a  had  procured  me  in  the  neighbourhood. 

I  shall  remain  in  it  no  longer  than  till  I  can  suit 
myself  with  apartments  in  a  private  house,  where 
I  can  be  nk>re  retired,  or  at  least  subject  to  less 
noise,  than  in  a  public  hotel. 

Of  the  forty-eight  hours  which  I  employed  in 
performing  my  journey  hither  from  London^ 
forty-four  were  spent  on  my  way  betweai  Calais 
and  Paris;  a  distance  that  I  have  often  travelled 
with  ease  in  thirty-six,  when  the  roads  were  in 
tolerable  repair.  Considerable  delay  too  is  at  pre- 
sent occasioned  by  the  erection  of  barriires,  or 
turnpike-bars,  which  did  not  exist  before  the  re- 
volution. At  this  day,  they  are  established 
throughout  all  the  departments,  and  are  an  in^ 
superable  impediment  to  expedition;  for,  at 
night,  the  toll-gatherers  are  fast  asleep,  and  the 
bars  being  secured,  you  are  obliged  to  wait  pa- 
tiently till  these  good  citizens  choose  to  rise  from 
their  pillow*  . 
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To  counterbalance  this  inconvenience,  you  are 
not  now  plagued,  as  formerly,  by  custom-house 
officers  on  the  frontiers  of  every  department* 
My  baggage  being  once  searched  at  Calais,  ex- 
perienced no  other  visit ;  but,  at  the  upper  town  of 
Boulogne,  a  sight  of  my  travelling  passport  was  re- 
quired; by  mistake  in  the  dark,  I  gave  the 
commis  a  scrawl,  put  into  my  hands  by  Ducrocq^ 
containing  an  account  of  the  best  inns  on  the 
road-  Would  you  believe  that  this  inadvertency 
detained  us  a  considerable  time,  so  extremely  in- 
quisitive are  they,  at  the  present  moment,  res- 
pecting all  papers  ?  At  Calais,  the  custom-house 
ojfficiers  even  examined  every  piece  of  paper  used 
in  the  packing  of  my  baggage.  This  scrutiny  is 
not  particularly  adopted  towards  Englishmen ;  but 
must,  I  understand,  be  undergone  by  travellers  of 
every  country,  on  entering  the  territory  of  the 
Republic. 

P.  S.  Lord  Comwallis  is  expected  with  impa- 
tience ;  and,  at  St.  Denis,  an  escort  pf  dragoons 
of  the  19th  demi-brigade  is  in  waiting  to  attend 
him  into  Paris* 
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LETTER  III 

Paris y  October  21,  1801. 

On  approaching  this  capital,  my  curiosity  was 
excited  in  the  highest  degree;  and,  as  the  car* 
riage  passed  rapidly  along  from  the  Barriere^ 
through  the  Porte  St.  Denisy  to  the  Rue  neuve 
St.  Rock,  my  eyes  wandered  in  all  directions,  an- 
xiously seeking  every  shade  of  distinction  between 
monarchical  and  republican  Paris* 

The  first  thing  that  attracted  my  attention,  on. 
•entering  the  faubourg,  was  the  vast  number  of 
inscriptions  placed,  during  the  revolution,  on 
many  of  the  principal  houses;  but  more  espe- 
cially on  public  buildings  of  every  description. 
They  are  painted  in  large,  conspicuous  letters; 
and  the  following  is  the  most  general  style  in 
which  they  have  been  originally  worded: 

^^REPUBLIQUE  FRAN^ATSE,  UNE  ET 

"  INDIVISIBLE." 

^^  UBERTE,  EGAUTE,  PBATERNITE,  OU  LA  MORT." 

Since  the  exit  of  the  French  Nero,  the  last 
three  words  "  ou  la  morC  have  been  obliterated, 
but  in  few  places  are  so  completely  effaced  as  not  to 
be  still  legible.  In  front  of  all  the  public  offices 
and  national  establishments,  the  tri-coloured  flag 
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is  triumphantly  displayed ;  and  almost  every  per- 
son you  meet  wears  in  his  hat  the  national  cock- 

ade- 

The  tumult  which,  ten  or  twelve  years  ago, 
rendered  the  streets  of  Paris  so  noisy,  so  dirty, 
and  at  the  same  time  so  dangerous,  is  now  most 
sensibly  diminished.  Boileau's  picture  of  them  isi 
no  longer  just.  No  longer  are  seen  those  scenes 
of  confusion  occasioned  by  the  frequent  stop-* 
pages  of  coaches  and  carts,  and  the  contentions  of 
the  vociferating  drivers.  You  may  now  pass  the 
longest  and  most  crowded  thoroughfares,  either 
on  foot  or  otherwise,  without  obstacle  or  incon- 
venience.   The  contrast  is  striking. 

Indeed,  firom  what  I  have  observed,  I  ishould 
presume  that  there  is  not,  at  the  present  day,  one 
tenth  part  of  the  number  of  carriages  which  were 
in  use  here  in  1789-90.  Except  on  the  domes- 
tics of  foreign  ambassadors  and  foreigners,  I  have 
as  yet  noticed  nothing  like  a  livery;  and,  in  lieu  of 
armorial  bearings,  every  carriage,  without  dis- 
tinction, has  a  number  painted  on  the  pannel. 
However,  if  private  equipages  are  scarce,  thence 
ensues  more  than  one  advantage;  the  public  are 
indemnified  by  an  increased  number  of  good 
hackney  coaches,  chariots,  and  cabriolets  $  and, 
besides,  as  I  have  just  luiated,  pedestrians  are  not 
only  far  less  exposed  to  being  bespattered^  but 
ulso  to  Mving  their  limbs  fractured. 
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Formerly^  a  seigneur  de  la  cour  concdved 
hiii^iself  justified  in  suiFeiing  his  coachman  to 
drive  at  a  mischievous  rate;  and  in  narrow^ 
crowded  streets,  whete  there  is  no  foot-pavement, 
it  was  extremely  difficult  for  persons  walking  to 
escape  tl^  wheels  of  a  great  number  of  car* 
tiia^  rattling  along  in  this  shameful  manner. 
But  he  who  guided  the  chariot  of  a  ministre 
d'hat,  considered  it  as  a  neoessary  and  distinctive 
mark  of  Ms  master*$  pre-«minence  to  brdler  h 
pave.  This  b  ao  strictly  true,  that,  before  the 
xevdtition^  I  have  here  wiUiessed  repeated  ac* 
tidents  of  the  most  serious  nAure,  resulting  from 
the  exercise  of  this  aort  of  ministerial  privilege : 
bti  one  occasion  particulariy,  I  myself  narrowly 
escaped  unhurt,  when  a  decent,  elderly  woman 
%vai3  thrown  down,  close  by  my  feet,  and  had  both 
hfyt  thighs  broken  through  the  unfeeling  wan* 
tonness  of  the  coachman  of  tiie  Boron  de  Bre- 
teuil^  at  that  ^v^  minister  fcx  the  dqiaitment  of 
Paris. 

Owing  ta  the  salutary  regulations  of  the  po- 
Itca,  tltb  r^GUitenee  of  these  accidents  is  now,  in 
a  gre^t  meksilre,  prevented ;  and,  as  the  empirics 
«y  in  .their  hand-»bills:  **  Prevention  is  b^ter 
^^  thm  oareJ"' 

BtLt  for  these  difibrelices,  a  person  who  had  not 
seen  Paris  for  some  years,  might,  imless  he  were 
to  direct  his  visits  to  particular  quarters,  cross  it 
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from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  without  remark- 
ing anyx^hange  to  inform  his  mind,  that  here  had 
been  a  revolution,  or  rather  that,  for  the  last  ten 
years,  this  city  had  been  almost  one  continual 
scene  of  revolutions. 

Bossuet,  once  preaching  before  Lewis  XIV, 
exclaimed :  "  Kings  die,  and  so  do  kingdoms  !'* 
Could  that  great  preacher  rise  from  his  grave 
into  the  pulpit,  and  behold  France  without  a 
king,  and  that  kingdom,  not  crumbled  away,  but 
enlarged,  almost  with  the  rapid  accumulation  of  a 
snow-ball,  into  an  enormous  mass  of  territory, 
under  the  title  of  French  Republic,  what  would 
he  not  have  to  say  in  a  sermon?  Rien  de  nou^ 
veau  sous  le  del,  though  an  old  proverb,  would 
not  now  suit  as  a  maxim.  This,  in  fact,  seems 
the  age  of  wonders.  The  league  of  monarchs  has 
ended  by  producing  republics;  while  a  republic 
has  raised  a  dukedom  into  a  monarchy,  and,  by 
its  vast  preponderance,  completely  overturned  the 
balance  of  power. 

Not  knowing  when  I  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  sending  this  letter,  I  shall  defer  to  close 
it  for  the  present,  as  I  may  possibly  lengthen  it* 
But  you  must.not  expect  much  order  in  my  nar- 
rations. I  throw  my  thoughts  on  paper  just  as 
they  happen  to  present  themselves,  without  any- 
studied  arrangement. 
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October  21.  m  continuatioru 

Wh^n  we  have  been  foi*  some  time  in  the  habit 
of  corresponding  with  strangers,  we  are  apt  to 
draw  such  inferences  froni  their  language  and 
style,  as  furnish  us  with  the  means  of  sketching 
an  ideal  portrait  of  their  person.  This  was  the 
case  with  myself; 

Through  the  concurrence  of  the  two  govern- 
ments, I  had,  as  you  know,  participated,  in  com- 
mon with  others^  in  the  indulgence  of  being  per- 
mitted to  correspond,  occasionally,  on  subjects  of 
literature  ^ith  several  of  the  savans  arid  literati  of 
France.  Indeed,  the  principal  motive  of  my 
journey  to  Paris  was  to  improve  that  sort  of  ac- 
quaintance, by  personal  intercourse,  so  as  to  render 
it  more  interesting  to  both  parties.  In  my  imagi- 
nation, i  had  drawn  a  full-length  picture  of  most 
of  my  literary  correspondents.  I  was  now  an- 
xious to  see  the  originals,  and  comjiare  the 
resemblance. 

Yesterday^  having  first  paid  my  respects  to  Mr. 
M— ! — y^  the  successor  to  Captain  C — ^— Sj  as 
commissary  for  the.  maintetiance  and  exchange  of 
British  prisoners  of  war,  and  at  present  Charg£ 
d! affaires  from  our  court  to  the  French  Republic, 

I  called  on  M.  F ^u,  formerly  minister  of  the 

naval  dejwtment,  and  at  present  counsellor  of 
state,  and  member  of  the  National  Institute,  «$ 
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well  as  of  the  board  of  longitude.     I  then  visited 

M.  O r,  and  afterwards  M.  L — ^re,  also 

members  of  the  Institute,  and  both  well  known 
to  our  proficients  in  natural  history^  by  the  worisr 
which  each  has  published  in  the  different  brandhes 
of  that  interesting  science. 

In  one  only  of  my  ideal  portraits  had  1  heeti 
very  wide  of  the  likeness.  However,  without 
pretending  to  be  a  Lavater,  I  may  affirm  that  I 
should  not  have  risked  falling  into  a  mist^e  like 
that  committed,  on  a  somewhat  similar  -occasiony 
'Iby  Voltaire. 

This  colossus  of  French  titeratnre,  having  bee» 
for  a  long  time  in  correspondence  with  the  great 
Frederic,  became  particularly  anxious  fo  see  that 
monarch.  On  his  arrival  in  a  village  where  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Prussian  army  were  'th«i 
vestablished,  Voltaire  inquired  for  the  king^s  lodg- 
ing :  thither  he  paced  with  redoubled  speed ;  and,, 
•^being  directed  to  the  upper  part  of  the  house,  he 
hastily  crossed  a  large  garret ;  he  then  found  him- 
self in  a  second,  and  was  just  on  the^point  of 
'  entering  the  third,  when,  on  turning  round,  he 
perceived  in  one  of  the  comers  of  the  room,  -a 
-soldier,  not  overclean  in  'appearance,  lying  on  a 
sorry "  bedstead.  He  went  Up  and  said  to  him 
with  eagerness:  "Wher^'-s  the  king?'*— -'^  I  am 
"  Frederic,"  replied  the  soldier ;  attd,sUre 'enough, 
it  was  the  monarch  himselfr  -  ' 
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I  am  now  settled  in  my  new  apartments,  which 
fare  situated  in  the  mo$t  centrical  part  of  Paris. 
Wheal  you  visit  (kis  capital,  I  would,  by  all 
means^:  recommend  to  you,  ^ould  you  intend  to 
temjBii  i«^re  a  ieft '  weeks,  jko  g^t  into  private 
loc^ngSi 

I  k^ow  Of  tio  article  hei«  so  much  augmented 
in  ipridei  within  the  Idst  tl^n  years^  as  the!  apart-^ 
menis  4n  all  tihe  hotels.    After  looking  at  several 
of  them  iii  the  Mue  de  la  Loiy  accompanied  by  a 
^jrench  j&iandj  wfad  <wa6  pb  obliging  d&  to  tak^ 
On  bsba&self  all  tiie  trpiiWie  pf  inquiry,  while  I  re^ 
inained  a  Mletit  by^tanderi  I  had  the  curiosity  to 
go  .io  itbe  ff^iei  ^ Angleierrej,  iil  the  Rue  des 
Miles  \Su   Thomas^  ♦not  far  from  the  d^devant 
Paltxis  ItotfaL    The  $ame  ppartments  on  the  first 
-floor !  of  this  hotrf  which  X  occupied  in  I78g^ 
ihappened  io  he  vacant*    At  that  time  I  paid  for 
them  twelve  Icmis  d'or  a  month ;  the  furniture 
,tvas  thfen  new;  it  is  naw  much  the  worse  for 
nearly  .eitevfen  yeara*  ,tvear ;  and  the  present  land- 
lord a^lted  twenty-five  louis  a  month,  and  even 
tefused  twenty-two^,  if  taken  for  three  months 
certain*     The  fact   is,   that  all  the  landlords  of 
t-eady-fumished  hotels  in  Paris  seem  to  be  buoyed 
up  with  an  idea  that,  on  the  peace,  the  English 
and  foreigners  of  other  nations  will  flock  hither 
in  such  numbers  as  to  enable  them  to  reap  a 
certain  and  plentiful  harvest.    Not  but  all  lodg- 
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ings  are  considerably  increased  in  price,  which  is 
ascribed  to  the  increase  of  taxes. 

To  find  private  lodgings,  you  have  only  to  cast 
your  eye  on  the  daily  advertiser  of  Paris,  called 
Les  Petites  Affiches.  There  I  read  a  description 
of  my  present  quarters,  which  are  newly  fitted 
up  in  every  partibular,  and,  I  assure  you,  with 
no  small  degree  of  tasteful  fancy.  My  landlady^ 
who  is  a  milliner,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  a  very 
fashionable  one,  left  not  the  smallest  convenience 
to  my  conjecture,  but  explained  the  particular  usq 
of  every  hole  and  comer  in  the  most  significant 
'manner,  not  even  excepting  the  boudoir.  - 

This  would  be  a  most  excellent  situation  for 
any  one  whose  principal  object  was  to  practise 
speaking  French ;  for,  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
'porte-cochere  or  gateway,  (which,  by  the  bye,  is 
here  reckoned  an  indispensable  appendage  to  a 
proper  lodging),  is  the  magazindes  modes^  where 
my  landlady  presides  over  twenty  damselsi,  many 
of  whom,  though  assiduously  occupied  in  making 
caps  and  bonnets,  would,  I  am  persuaded,  find 
repartee  for  the  most  witty  gallant*         «    ^ 
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LJETTEB  IF. 

Paris,  October  23,  1S0\. 

Since  my  arrival,  I  have  been  so  much  engaged 
in  paying  and  receiving  visits,  that  I  really  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  take  even  a  hasty  view  of 
any  of  the  grand  sights  introduced  here  since  the 
revolution. 

On  Wednesday  I  dined  with  M.  S  i,  whose 

new  8vo  edition  of  BufFon  proceeds,  I  find,  with 
becoming  spirit.  It  is  quite  a  journey  to  his  resi- 
dence ;  for  he  lives  in  one  of  the  most  retired 
quarters  of  Paris.  However,  I  had  no  reason  to 
repine  at  the  distance,  as  the  party  was  exceed- 
ingly cheerful.  Naturalists  and  literati  were  not 
wanting. 

Egypt  was  a  subject  that  engrossed  much  of 
the  conversation :  it  was  mentioned  as  a  matter 
o^  regret  that,  during  the  dominion  of  the  French 
in  that  country,  curiosity  had  not  prompted  the 
Institute,  established  at  Cairo,  to  open  one  of  the 
pyramids,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  object 
of  the  erection  of  those  vast  masses.  At  the 
desert,  we  had  luscious  grapes  as  large  as  dam- 
sons, in  bunches  of  from  three  to  five  pounds  in 
weight.  Th^y  were  of  the  species  of  the  famous 
cbfCis^elas  de  Fontain^bleau^  which  are  said  to  have 
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sprung  from  a  stock  of  vine-plants,  imported  by 
Francis  I.  from,  the  island  of  Cyprus.  These  di4 
not  come  from  that  town>  biit  grew  against  the 

naked  xyall  in  S i's  garden.     From  this  you 

may  form  a  judgment  of  the  climate  of  Paris. 

The  persons  with  whom  I  have  had  any  corre- 
spondence, respecting  literature.  Vie  with  each 
other  in  shewing  me  every  mark  of  cordial  hos- 
pitality ;  and  those  to  whom  I  have  been  intror 
duced,  are  by  no  means  backward  ift  friendly 
attention.  All  the  lovers  of  science  here  seem 
to  rejoice  that  the  fcommunication,  which  has 
been  so  long  interrupted  between  the  two  couti- 
tries,  promises  to  be  shortly  re-opened. 

After  dining  yesterday  with  Mr.  M ^y,  the 

British  minister,  in  company  with  Mr,  D '- — ^n^ 

the  member  for  II  Chester,  we  all  three  went  to 
an  exhibition  almost  facing  Mr.  M ^y's  re- 
sidence in  the  Rue  St.  Dominique.  This  was 
the  third  time  of  its  being  open  to  the  public* 
As  it  is  of  a  novel  kind,  gome  account  of  it 
may  not  be  uninteresting.  In  French,  it  is 
denorpinated 

THERMOLAMPES, 

or  stoves    which   afford    heat   dnd    light   pn  ar^ 

economical  plan- 

The  author  of  this  invention,   for  which    2^ 
patent  has  been  obtained,  is  M.  Lebon,  an  en- 


gpneer  of  bridges  and  highM^ys.  The  place  of 
eKhiJDitioii  was  the  ground  floor  of  one  of  the 
large  hotels  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Germainj  on 
wluch  was  a  suite  c^.  nooiiis,  extremely  favourable 
for  displaying  the  dFect  of  this  new  method  of 
lighting  and  warming  apartments* 

la,  lieu  of  £re  or  candle^  on  the  chimney  stood 
a.  large  crystal  glpbe^  in  which  appeared  a  bright 
and  clear  jSame  diffusing  a  v^  agreeable  heat ; 
and.  on  diffa*ent  pieces  of  furniture  were  placed 
candlesticka  with  metal  oaodies,  from  the  top  of 
each  of  which  issued  a  steady  light,  like  that^of  a 
lamp  burhtng  with  spirits  of  wine.  These  dif- 
ferent receptacles  were  ^upf^ed  with  inflam* 
mable  gas  by  means  of  ^tubes  comtmunicating 
with  an  apparatus  underneath^  By  this  contri** 
vance,  in  shorty  all  t^  apartments  were  warmed 
very  comfortably,  and  illuminated  in  a  brilliant 
manner. 

On  consulting  M.  Lebon,  he  communicated 
to  me  the  following  observations :  '^  You  may ' 
have  remarked,"  said  he,  ^^  in  sitting  before  a 
fire,  that  wood  sometimes  bums  without  flame, 
but  with  much  smoke,  and  then  you  experience 
little  heat,  soiiAetimes  with  flame,  but  with  little 
smoke,  and  then  you  find  much  wannth.  You 
may  have  remarked  too,  that  ill-made  charcoal, 
emits  smoke ;  it  is,  on  that  account,  susceptible 
of  flaming  again ;  #nd  thfe  chvacterigtic  difference 
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between  wood  and  charcoal  is,  that  the  lattet  ha^  '. 
lost,  together  with  its  smoke,  the  principle  and 
aliment  of  flame,  without  which  you  obtain  but 
little  heat.  Experiertce  next  informs  us,  that  this 
portion  of  smoke,  the  aliment  of  flame>  is  not 
an  oily  vapour  condensable  by  cooling;  but  a  gas,  4  ^ 
permanent  air,  which  may  be  washed,  purified, 
conducted,  distributed,  and  afterwards  turned  inr 
to  flame'  at  any  distance  from  the  hearth. 

^^  It  is  almost  needless,"  continued  he,  "  to 
point  out  the  formation  of  verdigrise,  white  lead, 
and  a  quantity  of  other  operations,  in  which  • 
acetous  acid  is  employed.  I  shall  only  remark 
that  it  is  this  pyroligrtftous  acid  which  penetrates 
smoked  meat  and  fish,  that  it  has  an  effect  on 
leather  which  it  hardens,  and  that  thermolampes 
are  likely  to  render  tanning-mills  unnecessary,  by 
furnishing  the  tan  without  further  trouble.  But 
to  return  to  the  aeriform  principle. 

^^  This  aliiinent  of  flame  is  deprived  of  those 
humid  vapours,  so  perceptible  and  so  disagreeable 
to  the  organs  of  sight  and  smell.  Purified  to  a 
perfect  transparency,  it  floats  in  the  state  of  cold 
air,  and  suffers  itself  to  be  directed  by  the  smallest 
and  most  fragil  pipes.  Chimnies  of  an  inch 
square,  made  in  the  thickness  of  the  plaster  of 
ceilings  or  walls,  tubes  ev^n  of  gummed  silk 
wouM  answer  this  purpose.  The  end  alone  of  the 
phe^  which,  by  bringinig  the  inflammable  gas  into 


0bntsici  with  the  atmospheric  air,  allows  it  to 
oatch  fire^  and  on  which  the  flame  reposes^  ought 
lo  be  of  metal. 

^^  By  a  distribution  so  easy  to  be  established,  a 
single  stove  may  supply  the  place  of  all  the  chim- 
nies  of  a  house.  Every  where  inflammable  air  is 
ready  to  diffuse  immediately  heat  and  light  of 
the  most  glowing  or  most  mild  nature,  simul-. 
taneously  or  separately,  according  to  your  wishes. 
In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  you  may  conduct  the 
flame  from  one  room  to  another ;  an  advantage 
equally  convenient  and  economical,  and  which 
can  never  be  obtained  with  om-  common  stoves 
and  chimnies.  No  sparks,  no  charcoal,  no  soot, 
to  trouble  you ;  no  ashes,  no  wood,  to  soil  your 
japartments.  By  night,  as  well  as  by  day,  you  can 
have  a  fire  in  your  room,  without  a  servant  be- 
ing obliged  to  look  after  it.  Nothing  in  the 
thermolampesj  not  even  the  smallest  portion  of 
inflammable  air^  can  escape  combustion ;  while. 
in  our  chimnies,  torrents  evaporate,  and  even 
carry  off  with  them  the  greater  part  of  the  heat 
produced. 

*^  The  advantage  of  being  able  to  purify  and 
proportion,  in  some  measure,  the  principles  of 
tJie  gas  whith  feeds  the  flame  is,"  said  M.  Lebon, 
^^  set  foMth  in  the  clearest  manner.  But  this 
fjame  is  so  subjected  to  our  caprice,  that  even 
\o    tranquilize    the   imagination,    it   suffers    it-r 
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self  to  be  confined  in  a  crystal  globe^  which  t#: 
never  tarnished,  and  thus  presents  a  filter  pervious^ 
to  light  and  heat  A  part  of  the  tube  that 
conducts  the  inflammabie  air^  carries  ofF^  out  of 
doors^  the  produce  of  this  combustion^  which^ 
nevertheless,  according  to  the  experimettt&  of  mo>^ 
dem  chymists,  can  scarcely  be  any  thing  more 
than  an  aqueous  vapour. 

^^  Who  cannot  but  be  fond  of  having  recourse* 
to  a  flame  so  subservient  ?  It  will  dreds  your 
victuals,  which,  as  well  as  your  cooks,  will  not 
be  exposed  to  the  vapour  of  charcoal;  it  will  warm 
i^atn  those  dishes  orb  yoin:  table ;  dry  your  linen: ; 
heat  your  oven,  and  the  water  for  your  baths  op 
javT  washing,  with  every  economical  adv3Krtage< 
that  can  be  wished*  No^  mcnst  or  black  vapours  ;. 
no^shes,  no  breaze,  to  make  a  dirt,  or  oppose 
the  communk:ation  of  heat;  no  useless  loss  of 
caloric;  you  may,  by  shutting  an  opening,  which 
is  no  longer  necessary  for  placing  the  wood  in 
your  oven,  compress  and  coerce  the  torrents  of 
heat  that  were  escaping  from  it. 

"  It  may  easily  be  conceived,  that  an  infiam- 
mable  principle  so  docile  and  so  active  may  be 
made  to  yield  tl:ie  most  magnificent  illuminations. 
Streams  of  fire  finely  drawn  out,  the  duration, 
colour,  and  form  of  which  may  be  varied  at  plea-? 
sure,  the  motion  of  suns  and  turning-columns, 
must  produce  an  effect  no  less  agreeable  th^m 


firSlicnt.'*    faidesed>  this;  efifect  was  ^LhHiited  09. 
the  garden  faijade  of  M.  Lsson's  residence. 

^f  Wood^"'  concli;idQd  be,  ^^  yields  in  condensa- 
]ble  vapours  two  thirds  of  its  weight ;  those  rapoury 
uiayr  therefore  be  employed  to  prodace  the  effects 
of  our  steam-engines^  and  it  is  needless  to  borrow 
tias  succour  from  foreign  water/' 

P.  S.  On  the  1st  of  last  Vend^miaire,  (23rd 
pf  3eptember)i^  the  government  presented  to  the 
Giuef  Consul  a  sword^  whose  hilt  was  adorned 
¥7^ith  fourteen  diamonds,  the  largest  of  which^ 
called  the  R^egent,  from  its  having  been  purchased 
fey  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  when  Regent,  weighs 
]  84  carats.  This  is  the  celebrated  Piii  diamond^ 
pf  which  we  have  heard  so  much :  but  its  weight 
fs  exceected  by  that  of  the  diamond  purchased  by 
the  late  empress  of  Russia,  which  wei^is  194 
carats;  not  to  speal^  of  the  more  famous  dia^ 
mond,  in  possession  of  the  Great  Moguls  which 
fs  s^  tp  weijgh  280  carats. 


LETTER  r. 

Parts,  October  24^  1801. 

Lasi  night  I   rtceived  yours  of  the  20th  ult 

pnd  as^  Mf.  M ^y  purposes  to  send  off  a  dis-r 

pat^h  this  mornings  ^nd  Will  do  me  the  favour 
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to  forward  this,  with  my  former  letters,  I  hasten 
to  write,  you  a  few  lines. 
•  I  scarcely  need  assure  you,  my  dear  friend^ 
ihat  I  will,  with  pleasure,  communicate  to  you 
my  remarks  on  this  giieat  city  and  its  inhabitants^ 
and  descrihe  to  you^  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  prin^ 
cipal  curiosities  which  it.  contains,  particularizing^ 
as  you  desire,  those  recently  placed  here  by  the 
cTiance  of  war ;  and  giving  you  a  succinct,  histo- 
rical account  of  the  most  remarkable  national 
establishments  and  public  buildings.  But  to  pas$ 
in  review  the  present  state  of  the  arU^  sciences, 
literature,  manners,  &c.  &c.  in  this  capital,  and 
contrast  it  with  that  which  existed  before  the  re- 
volution,  is  a  task  indeed ;  and  far  more,  I  fear, 
than  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  accomplish. 

However,  if  you  will  be  content  to  gather  my 
observations  as  they  occur ;  to  listen  to  my  re-» 
flections,  while  the  impression  of  the  different 
scenes  which  produced  them,  is  still  warm  in  my 
mind ;  in  short,  to  take  a  faithful  sketch,  in  lieu 
df  a  finished  picture,  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  for 
your  satisfaction. 

Relying  on  your  indulgence,  you  shall  know 
the  life  I  lead:  I  will,  as  it  were,  take  you  by 
the  ann,  and,  wherever  I  go,  you  shall  be  my 
coinpanipn.  Perhaps,  by  pursuing  this  plan>  you 
will  not,  at  the  expiration  of  three  or  fpur  monl:hs^ 
think  your  time  unprofttably  spent,     Aid^  by 
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the  experience  acquired  by  having  occasionally 
resided  here,  for  several  months  together,  be- 
fore the  revolution,  it  will  be  my  endeavour  to 
make  you  as  well  acquainted  with  Paris,  as  I 
shall  then  hope  to  be  myself.  For  this  purpose, 
I  will  lay  under  contribution  every  authority,  both 
written  and  oral,  worthy  of  being  consulted* 


LETTER  ri. 


Paris,  October  26, .  1 80 1 . 

From  particular  passages  in  yoiu-  letter,  I  clearly 
perceive  your  anxiety  to  be  introduced  among 
those  valuable  antiques  which  now  adorn  the 
banks  of  the  Seine.  On  that  account,  I  deter- 
mined to  postpone  all  other  matters,  and  pay  my 
first  visit  to  the  Centkal  Museum  op  the  Arts, 
established  in  the 

LOUVRE. 

,  But,  before  we  enter  the  interior  of  this  build- 
ing, it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  you  some  ac- 
count of  ifcs  construction,  and  describe  to  you  its 
exterior  beauties. 

The  origin  of  this  palace,  as  well  as  the  ety- 
mology of  its  name,  is  lost  in  the  darkness  of 
time.     It  is  certain,  however,  that  it  existed,  un- 
der the  appellation  of  Louvre,  in  the  reign  of 
1 
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'I^hiiif^  Ai^fittis,  who  surrounded  it  with  ditc5herf 
aiid  towers,  and  made  it  a  fortress.  The  greaC 
^tewer  of  the  Louvre^  celebrated  in  history,  watr 
insulated,  ^nd  Kuilt  in  tfce  middie  of  the  court. 
AM  ihe  great  feudatories  of  the'  croym  derived 
their  'tenure  from  this  tower,  and  came  hither  to^ 
swear --allegiance  and  pay  homage.'  ^  It  was,*^ 
says  St.  JPoix,  "  a  prison  previously  prepared  for 
"  them,  if  they  violated  their  oaths*."  Three 
Counts  of  Flanders  were  confined  in  it  at  dif- 
ferent periods. 

The  Lbmre,  far  from  being  cheerful  from  it^ 
constn^ction,  received  also  from  this  enormous 
tower  a  melancholy  and  terrifying  aspect  w^iicb 
rendared  it  unworthy  of  being  a  royal  residence.^ 
Charles  V.  endeavoured  to  enliveo  ^nd  e^nbellishr 
this  gloomy  abode,  and  made  it  tolerably  com- 
modious for  those  times.  Several  foreign  mou 
tiarchs  siiccessively  lodged  in  it ;  such  as  Manuely 
qpiperor  of  Constantinople  ;  Sigismund,  emperor 
of   Germany;    and   the    emperor    Charles    the? 

Pifth. 

This  larger  tower  of  the  Louvre^  which  had,  at 
different  periods,  served  as  a  palace  to  tl>e  king^ 
of  France,  as  a  prison  to  the  great  lords,  and  as 
a  trea$ury.to  the  state,  was  at  length  taken  down 

.  *  Esmi  /liatorlqucs  suf'  PiJiis* 
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The  Tmer  ^f  the  Library  was  famotis,  amoi^ 
«ey€ral  others^  b^'ctose  it  contained  that  of  Charles 
'V.  the  most  considerable  one  of  the  time,  and 
in  which  the  number  of  vdumes  amounted  to 
nine  hundred. 

'    Otn  LouvM- 

Tl*e  part  o^  this  palace  which,  at  Ihe  fifesent 

day,  is  called  the  Old  Lorwrcy  was  begun  under 

^Francis  L  from  the  plan  of  Pibrrb  L*scot,  abbot 

of  Qugny ;  and  the  sculpture  was  executed  by 

-Jean  -OouteOK,  whose  liiinute    correctness  is 

'|)articukrly  remarkable  in  the  festoons  of  the 

frieze  of  the  second  order,    ^id  in  the  devices 

emblematic  of   the  amours  of  Henry  II.    This 

edifice,  though  fini^hed^  was  not  inhabited  during 

Ihe  reign  of  that  king,  but  it  was  by  his  son 

'Under  him,  the  Louvre  became  the  bloody 
(feeatre  of  treacheries  and  massacres  which  time 
will  never  efface  from  the  memory  of  mankind, 
and  which,  till  the  merciless  reign  of  Robespierre, 
-were  unexampled  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
I  mean  the  horrors  of  St.  Bartholemew's  day. 

While  the  alarmed  citizens  were  swimming 
across  the  -river  to  escape  from  death,  Charles 
IX.  from  a  window  of  this  palace,  was  firing  at 
them  with  his  arquebuse.  During  that  period  of 
the  revolution,  when  all  means  were  employed  to 
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excite  and  strengthen  the*  enmity  of  the  people 
against  their  kings,  this  act  of  atrocity  was  called 
to  their  mind  by  an  inscription  placed  under  the 
very  window,  which  looks  on  the  Quai  du 
Louvre. 

Indeed,  this  instance  of  Charleses  barbarity  is 
fully  corroborated  by  historians,  "  When  it  was 
"day-light,"  says  Brantohie,  "the  king  peeped 
*'  out  of  his  chamber-window,   and  seeing  some 

r"  people  in  the  Faubourg  Su  Germain  moving 
"  about  and  running  away,  he  took  a  large  arque- 
"  buse  which  he  had  ready  at  hand,  and,  calling 
"  out  incessantly :  Kill,  kill!  fired  a  great  many 

*  ^^  shots  at  them,  but  in  vain ;  for  the  piece 
"  did  not  carry  so  far," — ^This  prince,  according  • 
to  Masson,  piqued  himself  on  his  dexterity  in  , 
cutting  off  at  a  single  blow  the  head  of  the  asses 
and  pigs  which  he  met  with  on  his  way,  Lansae, 
one  of  his  favourites,  having  found  him  one  day 
with  his  sword  drawn  and  ready  to  strike  his^ 
mule,  asked  him  seriously :  ^^  What  quarrel  has 
then  happened  between  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  and  my  mule  ?"  Murad  Bey  far  sur- 
passed this  blood-thirsty  monarch  in  address  and 
strength.  The  fonner,  we  are  told  by  traveller* 
in  Egypt,  has  been  known,  when  riding  past  a«i 
ox,  to  cut  off  its  head  with  one  stroke  of  his 
scimitar. 

The  capital  was  dyed  with  the  blood  of  Charleses' 
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murdered  subjects.  Into  this  very  Louvre^  into 
the  chamber  of  Marguerite  de  Valois,  the  king's 
sister,  and  even  to  her  bed,  in  which  she  was 
then  lying,  did  the  fanatics  piu'sue  the  officers 
belonging  to  the  court  itself,  as  is  circumstan- 
tially related  by  that  princess  in  her  Memoirs. 

Let  us  draw  the  curtain  on  these  scenes  of 
horror,  and  pass  rapidly  from  this  period  of  fa- 
naticism and  cruelty,  when  the  Louvre  was  stained 
by  so  many  crimes  to  times  more  happy,  when 
this  palace  became  the  quiet  cradle  of  the  arts 
and  sciences,  the  school  for  talents,  the  arena 
for  genius,  and  the  asylum  of  artists  and 
literati. 

The  centre  pavilion  over  the  principal  gate  o( 
the  Old  Louvre,  was  erected  under  the  reign  of 
Lewis  Xllt.  from  the  designs  of  Le  Mebcier, 
as  well  as  the  angle  of  the  left  part  of  the  build*^ 
ing,  parallel  to  that  built  by  Henry  IL  The 
eight  gigantic  cariatides  which  are  there  seen^ 
were  sculptured  by  Sarrasin* 

The  facade  towards  the  Jardin  de  ttrifante^  (as 
it  is  called),  that  towards  the  Place  du  Louvre^ 
and  that  over  the  Uttle  gate>  towards  the  river, 
which  were  constructed  tmder  the  reigns  of 
Charles  IX.  and  Henry  III.  in  the  midst  of  the 
civil  wars  of  the  Leagpe,  partake  of  the  taste  of 
the  time,  in  regard  to  the  multiplicity  of  the  or- 
naments;  but  the  interior  announces,  by  the 

VOL.  I*  U 
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majesty  of  its  decorations,  the  r^ned  taste  of 

Lewis  XIV, 

New:  Louvre. 

The  part  of  the  Lowcre,  which,  with  the  two 
sides  of  the  old  building,  forms  the  perfect  square, 
three  hundred  and  seventy*eight  feet  *  in  extent, 
called  the  New  Louvre j  consists  in  two  double 
faqades,  which  are  still  unfinished.  Le^Veau, 
and  after  him  D'Orbay,  were  the  architects  under 
whose  direction  this  augmentation  was  made  by 
order  of  Lewis  XIV. 

That  king  at  first  resolved  to  continue  the 
Louvre  on  the  plan  begun  by  Francis  L :  for  some 
time  he  caused  it  to  be  pursued,  but  having  con- 
ceived a  more  grand  and  magnificent  design, 
he  ordered  the  foundation  of  the  superb  edifice 
now  standing,  to  be  laid  on  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber 1665,  under  the  administration  of  Colbert. 
Through  a  natural  prejudice,  Lewis  XIV. 
thought  that  he  could  find  no  where  but  in  Italy 
an  artist  sufficiently  skilful  to  execute  his  pro- 
jects  of  magnificence.  He  sent  for  the  Cavaliere 
Bernini  from  Rome.  This  artist,  whose  repu- 
tation was  established,  was  received  in  France 
with  all  the  pomp  due  to  princes  of  the  blood. 
The  king  ordered  that,  in  jttie  towns  through 

*  It  may  be  necessary  to  observe  that,  throughout  these 
letters,  we  always  speak  of  French  feet.  The  English  foot 
is  to  the  French  as  12  to  12.78y,  or  as  4  to  4.263. 


which  he  might  pass,  he  should  be  compli*' 
mented,  and  receive  presents  irom  the  corpo* 
rations,  &c. 

Bernini  was  loaded  with  wealth  and  honours: 
notwithstanding  the  prepossession  of  the  court 
in  favour  of  this  Italian  architect,  notwithstanding 
his  talents,  he  did  not  succeed  in  his  enterprise. 
After  having  forwarded  the  foundation  of  this  edi- 
fice, he  made  a  pretext  of  the  impossibility  of  spend** 
ing  the  winter  in  a  climate  colder  than  that  of 
Italy,  *'  He  was  promised,"  says  St.  Foix,  *'  three 
^  thousand  louis  a  year  if  he  would  stay ;  but,** 
he  said,  "  he  would  powtively  go  and  die  In 
'^  his  own  country."  On  the  eve  of  his  depar-^^ 
ture,  the  king  sent  him  three  thousand  louis, 
with  the  grant  of  a  pension  of  five  hundred. 
He  received  the  whole  with  great  coolness. 

Several  celebrated  architects  now  entered  the 
lists  to  complete  this  grand  undertaking.  Man- 
sard presented  his  plans,  with  which  Colbert 
was  extremely  pleased:  the  king  also  approved 
of  them,  and  absolutely  insisted  on  their  being 
executed  without  any  alteration.  Mansard  re- 
plied that  he  would  rather  renounce  the  glory  of 
building  this  edifice  than  the  liberty  of  correcting 
himself,  and  changing  his  design,  when  he  thought 
he  could  improve  it.  Among  the  competitors 
was  Claude  Perrault,  that  physician  so  defamed 
by  Boileau,  the  poet.    His  pl^is  were  preferred, 

Da  ^  ^ 
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and  merited  the  presence.  Many  pleasantries 
were  circvdated  at  the  expense  of  the  new  medical 
architect;  and  Perrault  replied  to  those  sar- 
casmSj  by  producing  the  beautiful  colonnade  of 
the  Louvre,  the  master-piece  of  French  archi- 
tecture, and  the  admiration  of  all  Europe* 

The  faqade  of  this  colonnade,  which  is  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  is  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
feet  in  length  :  it  is  divided  into  two  peristyles 
and  three  avant-corps.  The  principal  gate  is  in 
the  centre  avant-corps,  which  is  decorated  with 
eight  double  columns,  crowned  by  a  pediment, 
whose  raking  cornices  are  composed  of  two 
stones  only,  each  fifty-four  feet  in  length  by 
eight  in  breadth,  though  no  more  than  eighteen 
inches  in  thickness.  They  were  taken  from 
the  quarries  of  Meudon,  and  formed  but  one 
single  block,  which  was  sawed  into  two.  The 
other  two  avant-corps  are  ornamented  by  six 
pilasters,  and  two  columns  of  the  same  order, 
and  disposed  in  the  same  manner.  On  the  top, 
in  lieu  of  a  ridged  roof,  is  a  terrace,  bordered  by  a 
«tone  balustrade,  the  pedestals  of  which  are  in- 
tended to  bear  trophies  intermixed  with  vases. 

Perrault's  enemies  disputed  with  him  the 
invention  of  this  master-piece.  They  maintained 
that  it  belonged  to  Le  Veau,  the  architect ;  but, 
since  the  discovery  of  the  original  manuscripl:  and 
drawngs  of  Perraui^t,  there  no  longer  remains 
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a  doubt  respecting  the  real  author  of  this  beau- 
tiful production. 

In  front  of  this  magnificent  colonnade,  a  mul- 
titude of  salesmen  erect  their  stalls,  and  there 
display  quantities  of  old  clothes,  rags,  &c.  This 
contrast,  as  Mercier  justly  remarks,  still  speaks 
to  the  eye  of  the  attentive  observer.  It  is  the 
image  of  all  the  rest,  grandeur  and  beggary,  side 
by  side. 

However,  it  is  not  on  the  outside  of  these  walls 
only,  that  beggary  has  been  so  nearly  allied  to 
grandeur.  At  least  we  have  a  solitary  instance  of 
this  truth  of  a  very  striking  nature. 

Cardinal  de  Retz  tells  us,  that  going  one  morn- 
ing to  the  Louvre  to  see  the  Queen  of  England, 
he  found  her  in  the  chamber  of  her  daughter, 
afterwards  Dutchess  of  Orleans,  and  that  she  said 
to  him :  ^^  You  see,  I  come  to  keep  Henriette 
^^  company :  the  poor  girl  could  not  leave  her 
'^  bed  to-day,  for  want  of  fuel/' — It  is  true,  he 
adds,  that,  for  six  months  past  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarin  had  not  paid  her  pension;  the  tradesmen 
would  no  longer  give  her  credit,  and  she  had  not 
a  piece  of  wood  to  warm  her. 

Like  St,  Paul's  in  London,  the  faqade  of  the 
Louvre  cannot  be  seen  to  ^he  best  advantage,  on 
account  of  the  proximity  of  the  surrounding 
buildings  ;  and,  like  many  other  great  undertak- 
ings too,  will,  probably,  never  be  completed,  but 
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remain  a  monument  of  the  fkkleness  of  the 
at  ion. 

Lewis  XIV>  after  having  for  a  long  time  made 
the  Louure  his  residence^  abandoned  it  for  Fer-- 
sallies :  ^^  Sire,"  said  Dofreny  once  to  that  prince^ 
^^  I  never  look  at  the  New  Loy^re^  without  ex- 
^^  claiming^  superb  monument  of  the  magni£k:ence 
of  our  greatest  kings,  you  would  have  been 
finished,  had  you  been  given  to  one  of  the 
beg^ng  orders  of  friars  T'  From  that  period,  the 
Louvre  was  wholly  consecrated  to  the  sittings  of 
different  academies^  and  to  the  accommodaticH)  of 
several  men  of  science  and  artists,  to  whom  free 
apartments  were  allotted. 

I  much  regret  having,  for  this  year ,  at  least, 
lost  a  sight  here,  which  I  should  have  viewed 
with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  attention.  This 
isjthe 

Public  Exhibitiojt  op  the  Productiobts  op 

French  Industry. 

Under  the  directorial  government,  this  exhi- 
iMktion  was  opened  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  \  but  it 
now  takes  place,  annually,  in  the  square  of  the 
Louvrey  during  the  five  complementary  days  of 
the  republican  caleiKlar ;  namely,  from  the  1 8th 
to  the  22d  of  September,  both  inclusive. 

The  exhil»tion  not  only  includes  manufactures 
«if  every  sort^  but  also  every  new  discover}^,  in* 
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v&tktion,  aBd  improvement.  For  the  purpose  of 
displaying  these  objects  to  advantage,  temporary 
buildings  are  erected  along  the  four  interior  walls 
of  thia  square^  each  of  which  are  subdivided  into 
tw^sAy-Ave  porticoes ;  so  that  the  whole  square 
of  the  Louvre,  during  that  period,  represents  a 
fair  with  a  hundred  booths.  The  resemblance, 
I  am  told,  is  rendered  still  more  perfect  by  the 
prodigious  crowd;  persons  of  all  ranks  being 
indiscriminately  admitted  to  view  these  p-oduo- 
tions.  Precautionfii,  however,  are  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  indiscreet  p^rt  of  the  public  from  rush* 
ing  into  the  porticoes^  and  sentinds  are  posted 
at  certain  intervals  to  preserve  order. 

This,  undoubtedly,  is  a  very  laudable  institu- 
tion, and  extremely  well  calculated  to  excite 
emulation  in  the  national  manufactures,  specimens 
of  which  being  sent  from  all  the  principal  ma- 
nufiacturing  towns,  the  hundred  porticoes  may  be 
said  to  comprise  an  epitome  of  the  present  state 
of  all  the  flourishing  manufactures  of  France. 
Indeed,  none  but  new  inventions  and  articles  of 
finished  workmanship,  the  fabrication  of  which 
is  known,  are  suffered  to  make  part  of  the  ex- 
hibition. Even  these  are  not  admitted  till  after  a 
previous  examination,  and  on  the  certificate  of  a 
private  jury  of  five  members,  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  pefect  of  each  department,    A 
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new  jury,  composed  of  fifteen  members,  nomi«« 
nated  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  again  exa- 
mine the  different  articles  admitted ;  and  agreeably 
to  their  decision,  the  government  award  premiums 
and  medals  to  those  persons  who  have  made  the 
greatest  improvement  in  any  particular  fabric  or 
branch  of  industry,  or  produced  any  new  dis- 
covery or  invention.  The  successful  candidates 
are  presented  to  the  Chief  Consul  by  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  and  have  the  honour  of  dining 
with  him  at  his  public  monthly  dinner, 

JFroip  all  that  I  can  learn  concerning  this  in- 
teresting exhibition,  it  appears,  that,  though  the 
useful  arts,  in  general,  cannot  at  present  be  put 
in  competition  here,  with  those  of  a  similar  de-i 
scription  among  us,  the  object  of  the  French  go- 
vernment is  to  keep  up  a  spirit  of  rivalship,  and 
encourage,  by  every  possible  means,  the  improve- 
ment of  those  manufactures  in  which  England  i§ 
acknowledged  to  surpass  other  countries, 

I  am  reminded  that  it  is  time. to  prepare  for 
going  out  to  dinner.  I  must  therefore  not  leave 
this  letter,  like  the  Louvre,  unfinished.  Fortu- 
nately, my  good  fi^iend,  the  prevailing  fashion 
here  is  to  dine  very  late,  which  leaves  me  a  long 
morning;  but  for  this,  I  know  not  when  I 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  writing  long  letters, 
^fstrain    then   your   impatience,  and  I  profnis© 
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that  you  shall  very  shortly  he  ushered  into  the 
Gallery  op  ANTiauEs, 

*^  Where  the  smooth  chisel  all  its  force  has  shewn^ 
^*  And  soften'd  into  flesh  the  rugged  stone." 


set 


mTTERFII. 


Paris,  October  28,  1801. 

Having,  in  my  last  letter,  described  to  you  the 
outside  of  the  Louvre,  (with  the  exception  of  the 
Great  Gallery,  of  which  I  shall  speak  more  at 
length  in  another  place),  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
give  you  an  account  of  some  of  the  principal  na* 
tional  establishments  contained  within  its  walls. 

Before  the  revolution,  the  Louvre  was,  as 
I  have  said,  the  seat  of  different  academies, 
such  as  the  French  Academy y  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  the  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  Belles 
Lettres,  the  Academy  of  Painting  and  Sculpture, 
and  the  Academy  of  Architecture.  All  these  are 
replaced  by  the  National  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  of  which,  however,  I  shall  postpone 
further  mention  till  I  conduct  you  to  one  of  its 
public  sittings. 

At  the  period  to  which  I  revert,  there  existed 
in  the  Louvre  sl  hall,  called  the  Salle  des  Antiques, 
where,  besides,  some  original  statues  by  French 
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artists,  were  assembled  models  in  plaster  of  the 
most  celebrated  master-pieces  of  sculpture  in  Italy^ 
together  with  a  small  number  of  antiques.  In 
another  apartment,  forming  part  of  those  as- 
signed to  the  Academy  of  Painting,  and  called 
the  Galerie  d^Apollon,  were  seen  several  pictures, 
chiefly  of  the  French  school ;  and  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  Great  Gallery  should  be  formed 
into  a  Museum,   containing  a  collection  of  the 

finest  pictures  and  statues  at  the  disposal  of  the 
crown. 

This  plan,  which  had  partly  been  carried  into 
execution  under  the  ojd  repme,  is  now  completed, 
but  in  a  manner  infinitely  more  magnificent  than 
could  possibly  have  been  effected  without  the 
advantages  of  conquest.  The  Great  Gallery  and 
Saloon  of  the  Louvre  are  solely  appropriated  to  the 
exhibition  of  pictures  of  the  old  masters  of  the 
Italian,  Flemish,  and  French  schools;  and  the 
Gallery  of  jipollo  to  that  of  their  drawings ;  while 
a  suite  of  lofty  apartments  has  been  purposely 
fitted  up  in  this  palace  for  the  reception  of  original 
antiques,  in  lieu  of  those  copies  of  them  before- 
mentioned.  In  other  rooms,  adjoining  to  the 
Great  Gallery,  are  exhibited,  as  fonixerly,  that  is 
during  one  month  every  year,  the  productions  of* 
living  painters,  sculptors,  architects,  and  draughts- 
men. 

These  different  exhibitions*  are  placed  under  the 


A  HKBTCH  Of  ?AtI8.  43 

fuperintendance  of  a  board  of  management,  or  an 
administration^  (as  the  French  term  it),  composed 
f>f  a  number  of  antiquaries,  artists,  and  men  of 
science,  inferior  to  none  in  Europe  in  skill,  judg- 
m^it^  taste^  or  erudition.  The  whole  of  this 
grand  establishment  bears  the  general  title  of 

CENTRAL  MUSEUM  OF  THE  ARTS. 

The  treasures  of  painting  and  sculpture  which 
the  French  nation  have  acquired  by  the  success 
o£  their  arms,  or  by  express  conditions  in  treaties 
of  alliance  or  neutrality,  are  so  immense  as  to 
enable  them^  not  only  to  render  this  Central 
Museum  the  grandest  ccrflection  of  master-pieces 
in  the  world,  but  also  to  establish  fifteen  de- 
partmental Museums  in  fifteen  of  the  principal 
towns  of  France,  This  measure,  evidently  in- 
tended to  favour  the  progress  of  the  fine  arts,  will 
ease  Paris  of  a  great  number  of  the  pictures,  statues, 
&c.  amassed  here  from  different  parts  of  France, 
Germany,  Belgium,  Holland,  Italy,  Piedmont, 
Savoy,  and  the  States  of  Venice. 

If  you  cast  your  eye  on  the  annexed  Plan  of 
JPariSy  and  suppose  yourself  near  the  exterior 
south-west  angle  of  the  Louvre,  or,  as  it  is  more 
emphatically  styled,  the  National  Palace  op 
Arts  and  Sciences,  you  will  be  in  the  right- 
hand  comer  of  the  Place  du  Louvre,  in  which 
quarter  is  the  present  entrance  to  the  Centbai. 
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Museum  op  the  Arts.  Here,  after  passing 
through  a  court,  you  enter  a  vestibule,  on  the 
left  of  which  is  the  Hall  of  the  Administration  of 
the  Museum.  On  the  ground-floor,  facing  the 
door  of  this  vestibule,   is  the  entrance  to  the 

GALLERY  OF  ANTIQUES. 

In  this  gallery,  which  was,  for  the  first  time, 

* 

opened  to  the  public  on  the  18th  of  Brumaire, 
year  ix.  of  the  French  republic,  (Qth  of  Novem- 
ber 1 800),  are  now  distributed  no  less  than  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  statues,  busts,  and  bas-reliefs. 
It  consists  of  several  handsome  apartments,  bear- 
ing appropriate  denominations,  according  to  the 
principal  subjects  which  each  contains.  Six  only 
are  at  present  completely  arranged  for  public  in- 
spection :  but  many  others  are  in  a  state  of  pre- 
paration. 

The  greater  part  of  the  statues  here  exhibited, 
are  the  fruit  of  the  conquests  of  the  army  of 
Italy,  Conformably  to  the  treaty  of  Tolentino, 
they  were  selected  at  Rome,  from  the  Capitol 
and  the  Vatican,  by  Barthelemy,  Bertholet, 
MoiTTE,  MoNGE,  Thouin,  and  Tinbt,  who 
were  appointed,  by  the  French  government, 
commissioners  for  the  research  of  objects  ap- 
pertaining to  the  Arts  and  Sciences. 

In  the  vestibule,  for  the  moderate  price  of 
fifteen   sous,  is   sold  a  catalogue,  which  is  not 
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merely  a  barren  index,  but  a  perspicuous  and 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  different  objects 
that  strike  the  eye  of  the  admiring  spectator  as 
he  traverses  the  Gallery  op  Antiques.  It  Is  by 
no  means  my  intention  to  transcribe  this  cata- 
logue, or  to  mention  every  statue ;  but,  assisted 
by  the  valuable  observations  with  which  I  was  fa- 
voured by  the  learned  antiquary,  'Visconti,  long 
distinguished  for  his  profound  knowledge  of  the 
fine  arts,  I  shall  describe  the  most  remarkable 
only,  and  such  as  would  fix  the  attention  of  the 
connoisseur. 

.  On  entering  the  gallery,  you  might,  perhaps,  be 
tempted  to  stop  in  the  first  hall  •f  but  we  will  visit 
them  all  in  regular  succession,  and  proceed  to 
that  which  is  noW  the  furthest  pn  the  left  hand. 
The  ceiling  of  this  apartment,  painted  by  Ro- 
MANELLi,  represents  the  four  seasons;  whence 
it  is  called  the 

HALL  OF  THE  SEASONS. 

In  consequence,  among  other  antiques,  here 
are  placed  the  statues  of  the  rustic  divinities,  and 
those  relating  to  the  Seasons.  Of  the  whole,  I 
shall  distinguish  the  following : 

N"*  210.  Diana. 

Diana,  habited  as  a  huntress,  in  a  short  tunic 
without    sleeves,   is    holding   her   bow    in  one 
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hand ;  while,  with  the  other,  she  is  drawing  an 
arrow  from  her  quiver,  which  is  suspended  at 
her  shoulder.  Her  I^s  are  bare,  and  her  feet  are 
adorned  with  rich  sandals.  The  goddess,  with  a  look 
expressive  of  indignation,  appears  to  be  defend- 
ing the  fabulous  hind  from  the  pursuit  of  Her- 
cules, who,  in  obedience  to  the  oracle  of  Apollo, 
was  pursuing  ii,  in  order  to  cany  it  alive  to  £u« 
rystheus;  a  task  imposed  on  him  by  the  latter 
as  one  of  his  twelve  labours. 

To  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  first-rate 
connoisseurs,  this  statue  might  serve  as  a  com- 
panion to  the  jipollo  of  Belvedere,  is  sufficient 
to  convey  an  idea  of  its  perfection ;  and,  in  fact, 
it  is  reckoned  the  finest  representation  of  Diana 
in  existence.  It  is  of  Parian  marble,  and,  ac- 
cording to  historians,  has  been  in  France  ever 
since  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  It  was  the  most 
perfect  of  the  antiques  which  adorned  the  Gallery 
of  Versailles.  The  parts  wanting  have  been  re- 
cently restored  with  such  skill  as  to  claim  parti- 
cular admiration. 

^14.  Rome. 

In  this  bust,  the  city  of  Rome  is  personified 
as  an  Amazon.  The  helmet  of  the  female  war- 
rior is  adorned  with  a  representation  of  the  she- 
wolf  suckling  the  children  of  Mars. 

This  antique,  of  Parian  marble,  is  of  a  perfect 

1 
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Greek  style,  and  in  admirable  preservation.  It 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Gallery  of  Richelieu- 
Castle* 

51.      AdolesCens  spinam  avellens. 

This  bronze  figure  represents  a  young  maa 
seated^  who  seems  employed  in  extracting  a  thorn 
from  his  left  foot. 

It  is  a  production  of  the  flourishing  period  of 
the  art,  but,  according  to  appearance^  anterior 
to  the  reign  of  Alexander  the  Great  It  par- 
takes a  little  of  the  meagre  style  of  the  old  Greek 
school ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  is  finished  with 
astonishing  truth,  and  exhibits  a  graceful  sim- 
plicity of  expression.  In  what  place  it  was  origi- 
nally discovered  is  not  known.  It  was  taken 
from  the  Capitol,  where  it  was  seen  in  the 
Palazzo  dei  Conservator i. 

^ 

50.       A  Faun,  in  a  resting  posture. 

This  young  faun,  with  no  other  covering  than 
a  deer's  skin  thrown  over  his  shoulders,  is  stand- 
ing with  his  legs  crossed,  and  leaning  on  the 
trunk  of  a  tree,  as  if  resting  himself. 

The  grace  a:nd  finished  execution  that  reign 
throughout  this  figure,  as  well  as  the  immense 
number  of  copies  still  existing  of  it,  and  all  an- 
tiques, occasi6n  it  to  be  considered  as  the  copy 
of  the  Faun  in  bronze,  (or  Satyr  as  it  is  termed 
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by  the  Greeks),  of  Praxiteles.  That  status  wac^ 
so  celebrated,  that  the  epithet  of  wcfiEowTOf^  or" 
the  famous,  became  its  distinctive  appellation 
throughout  Greece. 

This  Faun  is  of  Pentelic  marble :  it  was  found 
In  1701,  near  Civita  Lavinia,  and  placed  in  the 
Capitol  by  Benedict  XIV. 

59..  Ariadne,  known  by  the  name  o/* Cleopatra. 

In  this  beautiful  figure,  Ariadne  is  represented 
asleep  on  a  rock  in  the  Isle  of  Naxos,  aban- 
doned by  the  faithless  Theseus,  and  at  the  mo- 
ment when  Bacchus  became  enamoured  of  her, 
as  described  by  several  ancient  poets. 

It  is  astonishing  how  the  expression  of  sleep 
could  be  mistaken  for  that  of  death,  and  cause 
this  figure  to  be  called  Cleopatra.  The  serpent 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  left  arm  is  evidently  a 
bracelet,  of  that  figure  which  the  Greek  w'omen 
called  o(p^iioyy  or  the  little  serpent. 

For  three  successive  centuries,  this  statue  of 
Parian  marble  constituted  one  of  the  principal 
ornaments  of  the  Belvedere  of  the  Vatican,  where 
it  was  placed  by  Julius  II. 

190.  Augustus. 

This  head  of  Augustus,  adorned  with  the  cWio 
crown  of  oak  leaves,  is  one  of  the  fine  portraits: 
of  that  emperor.     It  is  executed  in  Parian  marble^ 
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and  comes  from  Verona^  where  it  •  was  admired 
in  the  Bevilacqua  cabinet 


On  quitting  the  Hall  of  thb  Seasons^  we 
return  to  that  through  which  we  first  passed  to 
reach  it. .  This  apartment^  from  being  ornamented 
with  the  statu<^  of  Zbno,  Trajan,  Demos^ 
THEXES^  and  Fhocion,  is  denominated  the 

HALL  OF  ILLUSTRIOUS  MEN. 

It  is  decorated  with  eight  antique  granite  pil- 
lars brought  from  Aix-la-Chapell^,  where  they 
stood  in  the  nave  of  the  church,  which  con- 
tained the  tomb  of  Charlemagne. 

Among  the  antiques  placed  in  it,  I  shall  par- 
ticularize 

N^  75.  Menander. 

This  figure  rq)resents  the  poet,  honoured  by 
the  Greeks  with  the  title  of  Prince  of  the  New 
Comedy y  sitting  on  a  heml-cycle,  or  semicircular 
seat,  and  resting  after. his;  literary  labours.  He 
is  clad  in  the  Grecian  tunic  md  pallium. 

76.  POSIDIPPUS. 

The -dress  of  Posidippus,  who  was  reckoned 
among  the  Greeks  one  of  the  best  authors  of 
what  was  called  the  New  Comedj/,  is  nearly  that 

VOL.  I.  fi 
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di  Fiore.  Julius  11.  placed  it  in  the  garden  oC 
the  Vatican,  where  it  was  long  the  object  of  the^ 
studies  of  Michael  Angelo,  Raphael,  &c.  those 
illustrious  geniuses,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
the  improvement  of  the  fine  arts.  Among  artists, 
it  has  dways  been  distinguished  by  the  appdilation 
of  the  Torso  of  Belvedere. 

94.     j4  wounded  warrior,  commonly  called  the 

Gladiator  Moriens. 

This  figure,  represents  a  barbarian  soldier,  dying 
on  the  field  of  battle,  without  surrendering.  It 
is  remarkable  for  truth  of  imitation,  of  a  choice 
nature,  though  not  sublime,  (because  the  subject 
would  not  admit  of  it,)  and  for  nobleness  of  ejx* 
pressioB,  which  is  evident  without  affectation. 

This  statue  formerly  belonged  to  the  Filla- 
Ludovisi,  whence  it  was  removed  to  the  Museum 
of  the  Capitol  by  Clement  XII.  It  is  from  the 
chisel  of  Agasias,  a  sculptor  of  Ephesus,  who 
lived  450  years  before  the  Christian  era. 

82.  Ceres. 

This  charming  figure  is  rather  that  of  a  Muse 
than  of  the  goddess  of  agriculture. ,  It  is  ad- 
mirable forthe  ideal  beauty  of  the  drapery.  'She 
is  clad  in  a  tunic ;  over  this  is  thrown  a  mantle, 
the  execution  of  which  is  so  perfect,  that,  through 


^ 
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it,  are  perceived  the  knots  of  the  strings  which 
fasten  the  tunic  below  the  bosoih. 

It  formerly  belonged  to  the  Filla-Matteiy  on 
Mount  Esquiline ;  but  was  taken  from  the  Mu- 
seum of  the  Vatican,  where  it  had  been  placed 
by  Clement  XIV. 

80.    A  Roman  orator j  called  Germanicus. 

Hitherto  this  admirable  figure  of  a  Roman 
orator,  with  the  attributes  of  Mercury,  the  god 
of  eloquence,  has  passed  for  that  of  Germanicus, 
though  it  is  manifestly  too  old  for  him.  Here 
we  have  another  model  of  beautiful  elegance  of 
form,  though  not  of  an  ideal  sublimity. 

On  the  shell  of  a  tortoise,  at  the  foot  of  the 
statue,  is  inscribed  in  beautiful  Greek  characters : 

KAEOMENH2 
KAEOMENOTS 
AeHNAIOSE 
.  nOlHSEN. 

•Whence  we  learn  that  it  is  the  production  of 
Cleomenes,  an  Athenian  artist,  mentioned  by 
Pliny,  and  who  flourished  towards  the  end  of  the 
Roman  republic,  about  500  years  before  Christ. 
This  statue  was  taken  from  the  Gallery  of  Ver- 
sailles, where  it  had  been  placed  in  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XIV.  It  formerly  belonged  to  the  garden 
of  Sixtus  V.  at  Filla-Montaho^  in  Rome. 


64  >  ^F^  9¥  ?4»»f.- 

Q7,      Antinovs,    called   the  ANTIN9US  pp  th^ 

Capitol, 

^SUtejJ  «9  ^%vii|g  scafqejy  (^t^iij^  l#ejig?  <^ 
puberty.  He  is  naked,  and  his  a^j|;^4^  ^  <^^ 
affinity  to  that  of  Mercury.  However,  his  coun- 
tenance seetM  to  he  iar^ressed  with  that  cost  of 
jijelasphply,  by  ly^ch  ^  bi^  ppftrajts  jfp  dis- 
tingijjdijed,  |ience  )^  J)^  »ppU«»J  *(f  hm  ^^ 
ypm  pf  Vy^il  oi>  jNJlsrc^lijs; 

**  Sedjtons  keta  panm,  et  dejedo  lumina  i/ultu." 

This  b^^iftifol    figure,   of  Carrfftfi  imtifi,  ^ 
#efilp^UFpd  in  a  vm^^ly  ff^vrnpfr      U  fiPJnea 

Dusly  belonged  to  the  collection  of  Cardinal 
Alessandro  Albani,  The  fore-arm  snd  left  leg 
are  modem. 

200.  AntIN0#6. 

J»  thi9  pplQ$s^  bufjt  of  the  pithjraian  ff^» 
fjfe  ppj;ap  peculi^^rities  Mi^hich  c^l  to  n)i|)4  ^ 
wna^s  flf  t^  %yp^W  go4  Iffirppprqtfih  U  Is 
finply  expedited  in  hai^  preeJIf^  V^Hf^^,  9fi4  P^^l^^s 
from  the  Iltfu^um  of  tl^e  Vatican.  M  r^pen^y  «9 
the  ye^r  1799,  i|;  ?)?w  di^  fri3?n  ^  s^ij^s  ff  ^ 
Villa-Fede  at  Tiyplj. 

But  e|}PH^  ^r  to-d^y-rtq-mOTTOF  J  wlH  ?§- 


sume  my  pen^  and  we  will  complete  our  survey 
of  the  Galueby  op  Asnauas. 


wm 


LETTER  nil. 

JParis,  Oeiater  30j  1801. 
Jp  the  culture  of  the  arts^  by  promoting  industry 
and  increasing  commerce,  improves  dvUi^atioti^ 
and  refines  manners,  what  modan  pec^le  can 
boast  of  such  advantages  as  are  now  enjoyed  by 
the  French  nation?  While  the  sciences  keep 
pace  with  the  arts,  good  taste  bids  fair  to  spread^ 
in  time,  from  the  capital  throughout  the  country, 
and  to  become  universal  among  them.  In 
antiquity,  Athens  attests  the  truth  of  this  pro- 
position, by  rising,  through  the  same  means, 
above  all  the  cities  of  Greece;  and,  in  modem 
times,  have  we  not  seen  in  Florence,  become 
opulent,  the  darkness  of  ignorance  vanish,  l^e  a 
fog,  before  the  bright  rays  of  knowledge,  diffused 
by  the  flourishing  progress  of  the  arts  and 
sciences  ? 

When  I  closed  my  letter  yesterday,  we  had  just 
te^inated  our  examination  of  the  Haix  op  the 
Romans.  On  the  same  line  with  it,  the  next 
apartment  we  reach,  taking  its  name  from  the 
celebrated  group  here  placed>  is  styled  the 
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HALL  OF  THE  LAOCOON. 

Here  are  to  be  admired  four  pillars  of  verde  <in^ 
ticoj  a  species  of  green  marble,  obtained  by  the 
ancients,  from  the  environs  of  Thessalonica* 
They  were  taken  from  the  church  of  Montmo^ 
rency^  where  they  decorated  the  tomb  of  Anne, 
'  the  constable  of  that  name*  The  first  three  apart- 
.ments  are  floored  with  inlaid  oak;  but  this  is 
paved  with  beautiful  marble. 

Of  the  chefs  d^ceuvre  exhibited  in  this  hall, 

every  person  of  taste  cannot  but  feel  particular 

.gratification  in  examining  the  undermentioned; 

N°  108.  Laocoon. 

The  pathetic  story  which  forms  the  sulgect  of 
this  admirable  group  is  known  to  every  classic 
reader.  It  is  considered  as  one  of  the  most  per- 
fect works  that  ever  came-  frqm  the  chisel ;  being 
at  once  a  master-piec^  of  compositicoi,  design, 
and  feeling.  Any  sort  of  commentary  could  but 
weaken  the  impression  whiph  it  makes  on  the  be- 
holder. 

It  was  found  in  1506,  under  the  pontificate  of 
Julius  II,  at  Rome,  on  Mount  Esquiline,  in  the 
ruins  of  the  palace  of  Titus.  The  three  Rhodian 
artists,  Agesandeb,  Poi^ydorus,  and  Atheno- 
poRus,  mentioned  by  Pliny,  as  the  sculptors  of  this 
chef  d*oeiivre  flourished  during  the  time  of  the 
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Emperors,  in  the  first  century  of  the  christian 

era* 

The  group  is  composed  of  five  blocks,  but 
joined  in  so  skilful  a  manner,  that  Pliny  thought 

them  of  one  single  piece.    The  right  arm  of  the 
'  father  and  two  ^rms  of  the  children  are  wanting* 

HI.  Amazon. 

This  imcommonly  beautiful  figure  of  Parian 
-marble  represents  a  woman,  whose  feminine  fea- 
tures and  form  seem  to  have  contracted  the  im- 
pression of  the  masculine  habits  of  warfare. 
Clad  in  a  very  fine  tunic,  which,  leaving  the  leffc 
breast  exposed,  is  tucked  up  on  the  hips,  -she  is 
in  the  act  of  bending  a  large  bow.  No  attitude 
could  be  better  calculated  for  exhibiting  to  ad- 
v^tage  the  finely-modelled  person  of  this  heroine. 

For  two  centuries,  this  statue  was  at  the  FiUa- 
Matteiy  on  Mount  Coelius  at  Rome,  whence  it 
was  removed  to  the  Museum  of  the  Vatican  by 
Clement  XIV. 

118.        Meleager. 

The  son  of  CEneus,  king  of  Calydon,  with  no- 
thing but  a  chlamis  fastened  on  his  shoulders, 
and  winding  round  his  left  arm,  is  here-  repre- 
sei^ted  resting  himself,  after  having  killed  the 
formidable  wild  boar,  which  was  ravaging  his  do- 


and  near  him  sits  his  faithful  dog. 

Tim  bwpty  pf  this  gro^  i*  sublime,  mi  yet  it 
^9  Qf  ^  ^iWf^pnt  f^,  from  either  that  of  the  Jpoih 
qf  Mflvtdfr^,  Of  th^  of  the  M^rtmy,  c^ed  An^ 
tirjaiife  §C  whioh  iw  ahdl  presentiy  h»vre  9<iQmQn 

to  speak. 

This  group  is  of  Greek  marble  of  a  cinereous 
fjQl^iir :  thoffi  «re  two  diffferwt  tfflditiim*  reflpect- 
i»g  th«  piiM  wh^^  it  wap  fpufid  j  hut  the  pmfer- 
«APQ  ^9  gi¥^  t@>  thi^  of  Aldfomdi,  i^ho  &&rxm 
<A«I  it  wM  disew^red  in  a  vineyard  bordmng  op 
4he  Tifcer?  It  belonged  to  Fuaconi^  physioiaa  to 
Pq^l  III,  fti^d  was  for  d  leng  time  in  the  Pighini 
fdlidf  ^t  Mom^j  whenoQ  CljEanant  XTV^  had  it  coss^ 
Wfd  ta  the  Vaticfta, 

JQ3  a^d  104-  Ttt^p  busts^  called  Tragedy  a^d 

CoMEi)y. 

TJheji^  QoloQial  head*  ©f  Baodhantea  edamed  the 
entrance  of  the  theatre  of  the  Filla^Adritma  at 
Tivoli.  Though  the  execution  of  them  is  highly 
finished,  it  is  no  detriment  to  the  grandeur  of  the 

Th^  ene  m  of  Peufefitic  marble;  and  the  oth^,  of 
?^iwi.  Having  been  pwchaaed  of  Count  Fede 
hy  Pi^  VI,  they  wej^e  placed  in  the  Museum  rf 

the  Vatican. 


9f  fm9*  f9 
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|n4  perfect  re^emWanpe  (9  tfep  o^f^  w^h  tfr 
jniun  of  Adrian's  favourite. 

|)9d  ^i»  m  Frjjfwe  long  b^S^  thp  rpvplption. 

112.  Abiadnp,  ca//erf  (injthie  catalogue)  Bacchus. 

Some  sculptors  have  determined  to  p^U  thin 
beautiful  head  that  of  Bacchus  ;  while  the  cele  - 
brated  Visconti,  and  other  distinguished  an- 
tiquaries, persist  i«  preserving  to  it  its  ancient 
fiipm  9i  Abiapi^k,  hy  which  \t  was  kflowp  i»  the 
J4ji;^e\uQ  of  jLhe  Capitol, 

yiir\^g\^y^  \t  m^y  be^  it  is  of  Peptelic  mwW^ 
^  liingtiestfpnably  pnjs  of  t^  mosjt  /subiipie  pf p^f 
du^iops  of  t|]fe  jchi«el,  in  point  of  f^g/  b^ilty. 


1.,      '.    -u        » 


Frgm  tlje  Hal?:,  qp  T8P  LAQCQRjr,  «^  p^^fi  into 
the  apartment,  which,  from  the  famous  statue,  berft 
^ec^^^  91)4  embellished  in  the  iBc^t  splendid 
P^fnq^r,  takes  the  appellatioa  pf  the 

HALL  OF  TfJE  APOLJ.0, 

This  hall  is  ornamented  with  four  piUaes  of  red 
©riental  gmmte  of  the  finest  quality :  thaae  whioh 
d^opjTftte  the  niche  Pf  th^  Apollo  wwe  takeafrom 
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the  church  that  contained  the  tomb  of  Charle- 
magne at  JUx-la-Chapelle..  The  floor  is  paved 
with  different  species  of  scarce  and  valuable 
marble,  in  large  compartments,  and,  in  its  centre, 
is  placed  a  large  octagonal  table  of  the  same 
substance.  ^ 

'  In  proportion  to  the  dimensions  of  this  apart- 
ment, which  is  considerably  larger  than  any  of 
the  others,  a  greater  number  of  antiques  are  here 
placed,  of  which  the  following  are  the  most  pre- 
eminent. 

N°  145.    Apollo  Pythius,  commonly  called  the 

Apollo  op  Belvedere. 

The  name  alone  of  this  chef  d!ceuvre  might  be 
said  to  contain  its  eulogium.  But  as  you  may, 
probably,  expect  from  me  some  remarks  on  it,  I 
shall  candidly  acknowledge  that  I  can  do  no  better 
than  communicate  to  you  the. able  and  interesting 
description  given  of  it  by  the  Administration  of  the 
Museum,  of  which  the  following  is  a  fair  abridg- 
ment* 

.  "  Apollo  has  just  discharged  the  mortal  arrow 
which  has  stmick  the  serpent  Python,  while  ra- 
vaging Delphi.  In  his  left  hand  is  held  his  for- 
midable bow;  his  right  has  but  an  instant  quitted 
it:  all  his  members  still  preserve  the  impression 
given  them  by  this  action.  Indignation  is  seated 
on  his  lips:  but  in  his  looks  is  the  assurance  of' 
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success.  His  hair,  slightly  curled,  floats  in  long 
ringlets  roiind  his  neck,  or  is  gracefully  turned  up 
on  the  crown  of  his  head,  which  Is  encircled  by 
the  strophiurriy  or  fillet,  characteristic  of  kings  and 
gods.  His  quiver  is  suspended  by  a  belt  to  the 
right  shoulder:  his  feet  are  adorned  with  rich- 
sandals.  His  chlamis  fastened  on  the  shoulder, 
and  tucked  up  only  on  the  left  arm,  is  thrown 
bade,  as  if  to  display  the  majesty  of  his  divine 
form  to  greater  advantage. 

"  An  eternal  youth  is^spread  over  all  his  beau* 
tiful  figure,  a  sublime  mixture  of  nobleness  and 
agility,  of  vigoiu-  and  elegance,  and  which  holds 
a  happy:  medium  between  the  delicate  form  of 
Bacchus,  and  the  more  manly  one  of  Mercury." 

This  inimitable  master-piece  is  of  Carrara  mar-, 
ble,  and,  consequently,  was  executed  by  some 
Greek  artist  who  lived  in  the  time  of  the  Romans; 
but  the  name  of  its  author  is  entirely  unknown* 
The  fore-arm  and  the  left  hand,  which  were  want- 
ing, were  restored  by  Giovanni  Angelo  de  Mon- 
TORSOLi,  a  SQulptor,  who  was  a  pupil  of  Michael 
Angelo. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  it  was 
discovered  at  Capo  (T  AnzOy  twelve  leagues  from 
Rome,  on  the  sea-shore,  near  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  Antium.  Julius  II,  when  cardinal,  pur- 
chased this  statue,  aii.d  placed  it  in  his  palace; 


but  sboitl^  dftdr,-  having  atfrived  i.t  ^  ^i^tftifti^ 
c»tev  h£-  ted  it  e^»»ifeytd  to  the  Bd\ri^(i£i^i  of'  &i^ 
Vdtic^  '«*«re,  lb)f~  «hree  eenftiuifty  ifr  \^«^  tB6» 
^ictafUdTan  of  ^  nmM, 

On-  th«  latb  6f  BWiHiSifei  ^  IX,  (:?tfr  of  Nd-* 
vembet,  i  *or>' BWna#aiI*e,  as  Fiife^  G-ofi^v  <*■' 
Id)ntt<S!^  in^  ^e»  pO^j^,  f h^  inft\!k<^af6on  iff  iSH^ 
Apotio ;  on  >»Mclt  oceijsioti  he  pfodsd  bet^t^h  iSifi 

tablet  bearing  a  suitable  iMkiri^OA. 

Thile  ApOHor  stdndH^  ftU«ii^  M^'  tfri^iaiied-^ddbr  of 
thtt^  aiptt<ti)«M«,  iA  ai^  6k<^at|i6d'  rebe^,  dd66t&t64i 
tf»  I  IkaJ^  Hdb^  oki«V<^  \ti3ir  B^aiiieifuF  gi(dtu«# 
fSis^S'.  TR«'  lligh€  of  stjtfpsf,  leading  i6  ftiiS  littitts', 
is  pw&i  with  the  i^d§t  Marbfe,  iifd!ai(¥  Vditk  ^xM€A 
of  «(!u40A^  {mti«[)li6'  Mosaic,  slfid'  oft'^ttiWsii^'placed 
«»»  Egyptian  sphyretes  of  i^  Orierifel-  grani¥rfy 
Wiim  &(kA-  ^e'  IV^hlMuflEi  Of  the  Vafi<5ari<. 

142.      VSNIUS  OF  THE  QAViTOS,,- 

7\M  figiife  of  Pariiaii  liiarblo'  rtpr^rif^  *<» 
gfe^<i3^  of  h^Aixiy  i^oift^  frony  tlte'  bath,  fifea^ 
charms  ai'e  not  concealed  by  any  veil  or  girfti^rif. 
a^d  is  sdightiy  tMrtdrtg  hitlktitito  tJife  Itjft;  as  if 
9^  srhile  oti-  the  Grtites],  who  are  ^uppOsfefd  fo'be^ 
fMftpiring  to  aflSHe  Her. 

M  pOift*  of  eieCufiotl,  this  18  alldwiftd"  to  Be'  tft)* 
ttftwt  beairfiM  Of  df  the-  statues  of  VeShtls  ^ich 


we  have  remaining.  The  Femes  ofMedicis  sur- 
passes it  irt  ^tiWimJtfy  6f  fo^  a^f oacihitig  nearer 
to  ideal  beauty  •• 

fiupalus^  a  scuI^IOF  of  tk6  Isle  of  Scio>  is  said 
Xa  have  produced  this  iMaat^r-piece.  He  lived 
600  years  before  Cbri^ft^  sd  that  it  has  novr  been 
in^  existence  Uf  wardsr  of  Wii  thousand  foiur  hnir^ 
dred  years.  It  was  found  about  the  middle  of 
the  dghteenth.  eentafy,  »e££r  San-Fkah,  at 
Borne.  Ben^diet  XIV  having  purchased  it  oS 
the  Siali  family^  placedr  it  in  thje  Capitoi. 

125.    Mercury,  commonly  eaited  the  AntinoSs 

OP  BELV^UlfiRE. 

Thk  statue^  a}«p  of  the  fiinest-  Pstfian  marUe^ 
is  one  of  the  mo&t  be»»ftifol  that  c&n  be  hm^ilBii* 
Mc»?e  F(^Q8t  ic^  Ibirm  thdn^  dither  that  of-  &e 
Jlpalh  or  ctf  the  Mok^get,  k  lod^  nothing  b^ 
beki^,  edkitemplated  afiba*  the.  format.  ]]>  shcAiji 
the  hdTEAony  which  reigms  beStw^n  iC^  part^  ]# 
lOft^h,  that  the  celebrated  Pou$6i%.iift  ptefer^Kid 
toevety  other>  always  took  frofii  it  th/t preporri^n^ 
^  ike  hwrncm^jiptre. 

It:  ffras  fotdid  alt  Itome,  cm  Mdmnl^  Bsqailkne^ 
under  t^e  pontifieafta  of  Padl  I£I^  vrha  plajeisdit  i^ 
the  BeWederd  <£)!  tiie.  VaCicaiv  May  ik»^  AfioUo^  dud 
the  Laocoon. 
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151.  The  Egyptian  Antinovs. 

In  this  statue,  Antinous  is  represented  as  a  di- 
vinity of  Eg)^t.  He  is  standing  in  the  usual  at- 
titude of  the  Egyptian  gods,  and  is  naked,  with  the 
exception  of  his  head  and  wrist,  which  are  co- 
vered with  a  species  of  drapery  in  imitation  of  the 
sacred  garments. 

This  beautiful  figure  is  wrought  with  superior 
excellence.  It  is  of  white  marble,  which  leads  to 
a  conjecture  that  it  might  have  been  intended  to 
represent  Orus,  the  god  of  light,  it  having  been 
the  custom  of  the  Egyptians  to  represent  all  their 
other  divinities  in  coloured  marble.  It  was  dis- 
covered in  1738,  at  Tivoli,  in  the  Filla-jidriana^ 
and  taken  from  the  Museum  of  the  Capitol. 

To  judge  from  the  great  number  of  figures  of 
Antinous,  sculptured  by  order  of  Adrian  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  that  favourite,  the  empe- 
ror's gratitude  for  him  must  have  been  unbounded. 
Under  the  form  of  different  divinities,  or  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  life,  there  are  at  present  in  the 
Gallery  op  Antiques  no  less  than  five  portraits  of 
him,  besides  three  statues  and  two  busts.  Three 
other  statues  of  Antinous,  together  with  a  bust,' 
and  an  excellent  bass-relief,  in  which  he  is  repre- 
sented, yet  remain  to  be  placed. 


f 


156.  Bacchus. 

I'he  god  of  wine  is  here  represented  standings 
and  entirely  naked.  He  is  leaning  carelessly  with 
his  left  arm  on  the  trunk  of  an  elm^  round  which 
winds  a  grape-vine. 

Thi%  statue,  of  the  marble  called  at  Rome 
Greco  duroy  is  reckoned  one  of  the  finest  extant 
of  the  mirth-inspiring  deity. 


Having  surveyed   every   object   deserving    of 

notice  in  the  Hall  op  the  Apollo,  we  proceed, 

on  the  right  hand,  towards  its  extremity,  and  reach 

the   last  apartment  of  the  gallery,  which,  from 

being  consecrated  to  the  tuneful  Nine,  is  called 

the 

HALL  OF  THE  MUSES. 

It  is  paved  wi|h  curious  marble,  and  independ- 
ently  of  the  Muses,  and  their  leader,  Apollo,  here 
are  also  assembled  the  antique  portraits  of  poets 
and  philosophers  who  have  rendered  themselves 
famous  by  cultivating  them.  Among  these  we 
may  perceive  HoMer  and  Virgil  ;  but  the  most 
remarkable  specimen  of  the  art  is 

N*  177*  Euripides. 

In  this  hermes  we  have  a  capital  representation 
of  the  features  of  the  rival  of  Sophocles.  The 
countenance  is  at  once  xioble^  serious,  and  ex- 

vox.  I.  JP 


pressive.  It  bears  the  stamp  qf  the  g^us  of  that 
celebrated  tragic  poet,  which  was  naturally  sub- 
lime and  profound,  though  inclined  to  the  pathetic* 

This  hermes  is  executed  in  Pentelic  marble^ 
and  was  taken  from  the  academy  of  Mantua. 

Since  the  revival  of  the  arts,  the  lovers  of  an- 
tiquity have  made  repeated  attempts  to  form  a 
collection  of  antique  statues  of  the  Muses;  but 
none  was  ever  so  complete  as  that  assembled  in 
the  Museum  of  the  Vatican  by  Pius  VI,  and 
which  the  chance  of  war  has  now  transferred  to 
the  banks  of  the  Seine.  Here  the  bard  may  oflfer 
up  to  them  a  solemn  invocation,  and  compose  his 
Jay,  as  it  were,  under  their  very  eyes. 

The  statues  of  Clio,  Thalia,  Terpsxcrobe, 
Erato,  Polyhymnia,  and  Calliope,  together 
with  the  Apolj^o  Musagetes,  were  discovered  in 
J  774,  at  Tivoli,  among  the  ruins  of  the  villa  of 
Cassius.  To  complete  the  number,  Pius  VI  ch- 
ained the  Euterpe  and  the  Urania  from  the 
Lancellotti  palace  at  Feletru  They  are  supposed 
to  be  antique  copies  of  the  statues  of  the  Nine 
Muses  by  Philiscus,  which,  according  to  Pliny, 
graced  the  portico  of  Octavia. 
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The  air  of  grandeur  that  reigns  in  the  general 
arrangement  of  the  gallery  is  very  striking:  and 
the  tasteful  and  judicious  distribution  of  this 
matchless  assemblage  of  antiques  does  great  ho« 


mar  to  the  C9«(9«U  of  tbe  Csi^TiAirMvcBuu. 
AttuDof  the  ricliM  w]itch  Roaie  pos^Med^  Um 
SVniush  commisdiooeiff  tlso^  by  their  cluMce  m^ 
fectaoi^  have  ittEttkifested  the  depth  of  their  know«< 
led^  tfid  1^  justneas  of  tlteir  discrioilnation* 

Tb^  iterations  and  anbellidunents  made  kx 
the  di^ennt  ap^rtaents  of  tibe  GAhhvtY  op  Ak* 
TXMJffiT  have  beAn  exe<»ited  under  the  immediata 
directoon  of  thdr  author^  M.  Raymond^  member 
of  the  Nati(mal  Iaatitute>  and  architect  to  the 
Natiovax.  PAiia^a^  ow  Aars   and   Scibncw. 
In  wkitar,  ther  apartfR€9[it$  are  kept  warm  by  moana 
of  Bxms,  ^riuek  dtfSiiie  a  gonial  vapow.    Here, 
wkhotat  tbe  ei^aae  of  a  aingl^  liurd,  the  yoimg. 
draughtamaa  may  form  l^$  ta^te  by  stucfyia;]^  the 
true  antique  noddd  <^  Gteeian  sculpture;  the 
moite  expeaienc^  artiil  may  consult  them  as  he 
finda occaaioiiln ithe (90n1pO$iti(^ of  his  subjects; 
while  the  connoiastior^  the  amateur^  or  the  simple 
obsen^r  may  tpitskd  many  m  agroaable  hour  U 
contemplating  the^^  maatet^pieces   which,   for 
centuries,  hsra  inspjtied  universal  admirati  n* 

These  are  the  ix^atoridls  on  which  Genius  ought 
to  .work,  and  without  which  the  mo9t  promjlsing. 
talQfit  may  be  greatly  misi^plifid,  if  not  entirelj^ 
loBt.  It  was  fay  abfid^ng  closely  these  oorrect 
moilds,'  that  the  great  Micti4a<'  AkQ£L0>  the 
sublime  Ras^habi.,  'and  o^r  eminenl^  masters^ 
aequired  that  idea  of  exo^otlce  which  i^  the  re^ 
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Stilt  of  the  accumulated  expmence  of  suc^ssive 
ages.  Here^  in  one  visits  the  student  may  imbibe 
those  principles  to  ascertain  which  many  artists 
have  consumed  the  best  part  of  their  days;  and 
penetrated  by  their  effect,  he  is  spared  the  la-, 
borious  investigation  by  which  th^  came  to  be 
known  and  established.  It  is  uiinecessary  to  ei^ 
patiate  on  the  advantages  which  the  fine  arts 
may  expect  to  derive  from  such  a  repository  of 
antiques  in  a  capital  so  centrical  as  Paris.  The» 
contemplation  of  them  cannot  fail  to  fire  the  ge-. 
nius  of  any  artist  of  taste,  and  prompt  his  efforts 
towards  the  attainment  of  that  grand  style,  which,> 
disdaining  the  minute  accidental  particularities  of 
individual  objects,  improves  partial  representation^ 
by  the  general  and  invariable  ideas  of  nature. . 

A  va§t  collection^  of  antiquities  of  every  des- 
cription IS  still  expected  from  Italy,  among  which 
are  the  Venus  of  Medicis  and  the  Pallas  qf.Fele- 
tHy  a  finely-preserved  statue,  classed  by  artists 
among  those  of  the  first  rank,  dug  up  at  Feletri 
in  1799,  in  consequence  of  the  researches  made 
there  by  order  of  the  French  commissioners. 
'  Upwards  of  five  hundred  cases  were  lying  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tiber,  at  Rome,  ready  Xo  be  sent 
off  to  Prance,  wTien  the  Neapolitans  entered  ^feit 
city.  They  carried  them  all  away:  but;  by  the  last 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the-  king  of 
Naples,  tlje  whole  of.  them  are  to  be  restored  %o 
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the  Frendh  Republic.  For  the  purpose  of  ve- 
rifying their  conditipn^  and  taking  measu^a  for 
their  conveyance  to  Paris^  two  conunissioners 
have  been  dispatched  to  Italy:  one  is  the  son  of 
CHAt^TAL,  Minister  of  the  Interior,  and  the  other 
is  DuFouRNT,  the  architect  On  the  arrival  ^  of 
these  cases,  even  after  the  fifteen  departrifental 
Museums  have  been  supplied,  it  is  asserted  that  ,iu 
there  will  yet  remain  in  the  French  capital,  an- 
tiquities in  sufficient  number  to  form  a  museum 
almost  from  Paris  to  Versailles. 

The  Central  Museum  of  the  Arts  is  open 
to  the  public  in  general  on  the  8th,  gth,  and  10th 
of  each  decade*;  the  other  days  are  appropriated 
to  theijStudy  of  young  pupils;  but  a  foreigner  has 
only  to  produce  his  permis  de  sSj<mr  to  gain  admis- 
sion gratis  every  day  from  the  hour  of  ten  o'clock 
to  four.  To  the  credit  of  the  nation,  I  must 
observe  that  this  exception  in  favour  of  foreigners 
excites  no  jealousy  whatever. 

It  is  no  more  than  a  justice  due  to  the  liberality 
of  the  French  republican  government  to  add,  that 
they  set  a  noble  example  which  is  worthy  of  be- 
ing followed,  not  only  in  Ei^land,  but  in  every 
other  country,  where  the  arts  and  sciences  are 
honoured,  or  the  general  interests  of  mankind 

*  By  a  subsequent  regulation^  Saturday  and  Sunday  are  the 
days  on  which  the  Central  Museum  is  open  to  public  in- 
•  fpectioo, ' 
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hdd  in  estimation.  From  persons  visitifig  shy 
national  eatabH^mient,  whedier  mnseum^  library, 
cabinet^  or  garden,  in  thia  capitfd,  no  sort  of  fee 
or  perquisite  ta  now  expected,  or  alloivcd  to  be 
taken*  Althoi^  it  waa  not  a  public  day  when  X 
paid  my  first  visit  to  the  Csktaal  MvaauM,  no 
sooner  did  I  ahew  my  permU  (k  sfjour^  than  the 
doors  wem  thrown  open;  and  irom  M.  Vts» 
coNTi,  and  other  members  of  the  Council,  who 
happened  to  be  pr^s^it,  I  experienced  the  most 
polite  and  obliging  attentioif.  As  an  Engli^^ 
man^  I  con&ss  that  I  felt  a  degnae  of  ahame  on 
reflecting  to  what  pitiful  exaction  #  forrigner 
would  be  aub}ect,  who  might  casually  visit  any 
public  pbfect  of  curiosity  in  our  fpetropolis. 


BETTER  IX. 

IP  ark,  October  31,  1801. 

Ill  answer  to  yo^r  quf^^ion^  I  shall  begin  by 
inforfTiing  you  tbftt  J  have  not  set  ^ye3  on  the 
peiii  cpport^l^  aa  mne  ^ffeQt'  t0  atyle  the  Chief 
Cpnsiil,  He  wptpis  much  of  his  time,  I  am 
Md^  at  JM^abmUif^  his  countryt^seiM: ;  and  ael- 
dom  appears  in  pijblic,  except  in  his  box  at  the 
Opera,  or  at  the  French  theatre ;  but  at  the  grand 
pionthly  parade,  I  shall  be  certaiii  to  behold  ljim> 


t- 
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«&  tiift  i5th  6f  the^  (Mreseht  itiontk  of  Snunaire, 
a<:<»)diyig  to  tbe  f^publican  calcaddu'^  which  day 
aniswdri^  to  the  tith  Of  Novonber.  I  have  there* 
ibre  to  cheek  my  it»pi^eitt:e  for  a  week  lotigtt. 

However,  if  I  have  hot  yet  sedti  Bo^apaetb 
himself,  I  hftte  M  lekst  seen  a  j>erson  who  haft 
aeeh  hkn^  and  will  take  care  that  I  shall  have  an 
oppcMtanity  of  iseeii^g  him  too  :  this  person  is  no 
lefts  dian  a  genei^^-^who  abcotnpalued  him  in  his 
cicpeditton  to  Egy)pt-^Hvho  waft  among  the  chosen 
few  that  returtied  with  him  firom  that  country — 
who  there  sm-veyed  the  mouths  of  the  Nile— who 
served  under  him  in  the  fhrnous  campaign  of 
Syria;  md  who  ^t  Ihift  day  is  one  of  the  first 
miUta:ry  engineers  in  Europe.  In  a  word^  it  is 
Geiieral  A— — *— ^y,  of  the  artillery,  at  jntesent 
Director  of  that  scientHic  establishment,  called 
the  Dip6t  nft  la  Ge&ataB.  He  invited  me  di6 
day  before  yesterday  to  breakfast,  with  a  view 
of  meeting  some  of  hift  friends  whom  he  had 
purposely  aftsembled. 

I  am  not  fond  of  breakfasting  from  home; 
inais  ilfautvivre  d  Rome  comme  tt  Home.  Be* 
tween  ten  and  etevto  o'clock  I  reached  the  Dipdty 
which  is  situated  in  th6  Rue  ^  tUnhersitSj  Fau^ 
ioHtg  St.  Getffmin,  at  the  ^t^devant  HSiel  d^Har^ 
court,  form^Iy  belonging  to  th^  duke  of  that 
name.  Passing  through  the  gate-way,  I  was  pro- 
<:eeding  boldly  to  thfc  princi^ml  entrance  «f  th« 
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hotel,  when  a  sentinel  stopped  me  short  by 
charging  his  bayonet.  ^^  Citizen,"  said  he  fiercely, 
at  the  same  tinie  pointing  to  the  lodge  on  the 
righfe  ^^  yQu  must  speak  to  the  porter."  I  ac- 
cordingly obeyed  the  mandate.  "  What's  your 
^^  business,  citizen  ?"  inquired  the  porter  gruffly. 
My  business,  citizen,"  replied  I,  "  is  only  to 

breakfast  with   the  general."-?-"  Be  so  good^^ 

citizen,"  rejoined  he  in  a  milder  tone,  ^^  as  tq 
"  take  the  trouble  to  ascend  the  grand  stairrcase, 
*^  and  ring  the  bell  on  the  first-floor." 

Being  introduced  into  the  general's  apartments, 
I  there  found  eight  or  ten  persons  of  very  ntelli- 
gent  aspect,  seated  at  ^  round  table,  loaded  with 
dl  sorts  of  good  things,  but,  in  my  mind,  better 
calculated  for  dinner  than  breakfast.  Among  a 
great  variety  of  delicacies,  were  beef-steaks,  or,  as 
they  are  here  termed,  bif -ticks  df^nglaise.  Oysters 
too  \yeEe  not  forgotten :  indeed,  they  compose 
fin  essjsntial  part  of  a  Ffench  breakfast ;  and  the 
ladies  seem  particularly  partial  to  them,  I  supposd^ 
because  they  are  esteemed  strppgtl^ening  to  a 
delicate  constitution. 

Nothing  could  be  more  pleasant  th^n  this 
party.  Most  of  the  guests  were  distinguished 
Jiterati,  or  military  men  of  no  ordinary  stamp, 
One  of  the  latter,  a  chef  de  brigade  of  engineers, 
near  whom  I  considered  myself  fortunate  in. being 
placed^  spoke  to  me  in  ^be  highest  terms  of  Mr, 
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^JPSNCBR  Smith^  Sir  Sidney's  brother^  to  whose 
interference  at  Constantinople^  he  was  indebted 
for  his  release  from  a  Turkish  prison. 

Notwithstanding  the  continual  clatter  of  knives 
^and  forks^  and  the  occasional  gingle  of  glasses^  the 
eonversatipn^  which  suffered  no  interruption^  was 
to  me  extrepfiely  interesting :  I  never  heard  any 
men  express  opinions  more  liberal  on  every  sub* 
ject  that  was  started*  It  was  particularly  gratify* 
ing  to  my  feelings^  as  an  Englishman^  to  hear  a 
set  of  French  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  had  parti* 
cipated  in  the  sort  of  disgrace  attached  to  the 
raising  of  the  si^e  of  St.  Jean  dHAcre^  generously 
bestow  just  encomiums  on  my  brother-officer,  to 
whose  heroism  they  owed  their  failure.  Addison, 
I  think,  says,  somewhere  xn  the  Spectator,  that 
national  prejudice  is  a  laudable  partiality;  bu^ 
however  laudable  it  may  be  to  indulge  such  a 
partiality,  it  ought  not  to  render  us  blind  to  the 
pierit  of  individuals  of  ^  rival  nation. 

General  A: r-y,  being  one  of  thope  whose 

talents  haye  been  found  too  useful  to  the  State  to 
be  suffered  to  repiain-  i^  inactiop,  was  obliged  to 
attend  at  ^he  Conseil  des  Mines  soon  after  twelve 
p'clocjc,  when  the  party  separated.  Just  as  I  was 
taking  leave,  he  did  me  the  favour  to  put  into 
my  hand  a  copy  of  his  Histoire  du  Canal  du 
Midi,  of  which  I  shall  say  more  when  I  have  ]3tad 
leisure  to  peruse  it. 
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I  do  not  biotr  that  a  man  in  good  healdi^  xfhb 

takes  regular  ettrci«e,  is  the  t<rorse  for  Ijreakfast- 

ing  on  a  beef-steak,  m  the  long-exploded  styte  of 

Queen  Bess;  but  I  am  no  a^trocate  Ibr  all  the 

.  aecessories  of  a  French  dSjeiner  i  la  Jbarchette. 

The  strong  Mocha  coffee  which  I  swallowed, 

could  not  check  the  more  powerfal  effect  of  the 

Maddra  and  crSme  de  rose.     I  therefore  deter* 

mined  on  taking  a  long  walk,  which,  when  sad-^ 

die-horses  are  not  to  Ibe  procured,  I  have  alwaya 

found  the  beSt  remedy  for  the  kind  of  restlessness 

created  by  such  a  breakfast. 

I  accordingly  directed  my  stepa  across  the  jftmf 

^  flace  de  la  Coiicvrde,  traversed  the  street  of 

the  same  name ;  and,  following  the  Boulevard  for 

a  certain  distance,  struck  off  to  the  left,  that  is, 

towards  the  north,  in  order  to  gain  the  summit 

of 

MONTMARTRE^ 

In  ancient  times,  there  stood  on  this  hill  a 
temple  dedicated  to  Mars,  whence  the  name 
Moiis  Marthy  of  which  has  been  made  Mont- 
martre.  At  the  foot  of  it,  was  the  Camptis 
Martiu^y  or  Champ  de  Mars,  where  the  French 
kings  of  the  first  race  caused  their  throne  to  be 
erected  every  year  on  the  first  of  May.  They 
came  hither  in  a  car,  decorated  with  green  boughs 
and  flowers,  and  drawn  by  four  oxen.  Such,  in- 
deed, was  the  town-equipage  of  king  DAO0fi£Ht. 
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^^  Quatre  Imufs  utteleSt  d^un  fas  tramjuil  et  lent^ 
^^  Premewuent  dans  Paris  le  numarqut  indolent  J* 

Having  leated  themselves  on  the  throiie3  they 
gave  a  public  audience  to  the  pec^Ie^  at  the  same 
time  giving  and  receiving  presents^  which  were 
called  Bstrefmes.  Hence  annual  presents  were 
afterwards  termed  itrermesy  and  this  gave  rise  to 
the  <:ustom  of  making  them. 

On  this  hill  too  fell  the  head  of  Aio^undf  or  St. 
Denui  and  in  latter  times,  this  was  the  spot 
choeen  by  the  Marshal  se  Brogue,  who  com- 
manded the  thirty-five  thousand  troops  by  which 
the  French  capital  was  surromided  in  May  1 789, 
for  checking  the  spirit  of  the  turbxilent  Parisians, 
by  battering  their  houses  about  their  ears,  and 
burying  them  under  the  ruins. 

On  the  summit  of  MontToartre^  is  a  circular 
terrace,  in  the  centre  of  which  stands  a  windmill, 
and  not  far  from  it,  are  several  others.  Round  its 
brow  are  several  fnaisonettes^  or  little  country- 
boxes,  and  also  some  public  gardens  with  bowers, 
where  lovers  often  regalei  their  mistresses.  Hence 
you  command  a  full  view  of  the  city  of  Paris^ 
You  behold  roof  rising  above  roof;  and  the 
churches  towering  above  the  houses  have,  at 
this  distance,  somewhat  the  appean^nce  of  lofty 
chimnies.  You  look  doinl^n  on  the  capital  as  far 
gs  the  Seine,  by  which  it  is  intersected }  beyond 
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that  river,  the  surface  of  the  land  rises  again  in 
the  form  of  an  amphitheatre.  On  all  sides,  the 
prospect  is  bounded  by  eminences  of  various  de- 
grees of  elevation,  over  which,  as  well  as  over 
the  plains,  and  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  are 
Bcattered  villas,  windmills,  country-seats,  hamlets, 
yiUages,  and  coppices ;  but,  from  want  of  enclo- 
sures, the  circumjacent  country  has  not  that  rich 
and  variegated  aspect  which  delights  the  eye  in 
our  English  rural  scenery.  This  was  always  one 
of  my  favourite  walks  during  my  residence  in 
Paris  before  the  revolution;  and  I  doubt  not, 
when  you  visit  the  French  capital,  that  you  will 
have  the  curiosity  to  scale  the  heights  of  MonU 
martre. 

As  to  the  theatres,  concerning  which  you  in- 
terrogate me,  I  shall  defer  entering  into  any 
particular  detail  of  them,  till  I  have  made  myself 
fully  acquainted  with  the  attractions  of  each ;  this 
mode  of  proceeding  will  not  occasion  any  material 
delay,  as  I  generally  visit  one  of  them  every  even- 
ing, but  always  endeavour  to  go  to  that  hoiise 
where  the  best  performers  are  to  be  seen,  in  their 
hest  characters,  and  in  the  best  pieces.  I  mention 
this,  in  order  that  you  may  not  think  me  inat- 
tentive to  your  request,  by  having  hitherto  omitted 
to  point  out  to  you  the  difference  between  Iha 
theatrical  amusements  here  under  the  monarchy^ 
and  those  of  the  republic 
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The  thedtre  des  arts  or  grand  French  opera, 
the  opera  huffa  or  Italian  comic  opera,  the  thidtre 
Feydeau  or  French  comic  opera,  and  the  theatre 
Frangaisy  chiefly  engage  my  attention.  Yester- 
day evening  I  went  to  the  last-mentioned  theatre 
purposely  to,  see  Mademoiselle  Cdntat,  who 
played  in  both  pieces.  The  first  was  Les  Fenvmes 
Savantes,  2L  comedy,  in  which  Moli^re^  wishing  to- 
aim  a  blow  at  female  pedantry,  has,  perhaps, 
checked,  in  some  French  women,  a  desire  for 
improvement ;  the  second  was  La  fausse  Agnhy 
a  laughal]^  afterpiece.  Notwithstanding  the 
enormous  embonpoint  which  this  celebrated  comic 
actress  has  acquired  since  I  saw  her  last  on  the 
Parisian  stage  upwards  of  ten  years  ago,  she  ac- 
quitted herself  with  her  accustomed  excellence. 
I  happened  to  sit  next  to  a  very  warm  admirer  of 
her  superior  talents,  who  told  me  that,  bulky  as 
she  was  become,  he  had  been  highly  gratified  in 
seeing  her  perform  at  Rouen  not  long  since,  in 
her  favourite  chariicter  of  Roxalane,  in  Les  Trous 
Sultanes.  ^^  She  was  much  applauded,  no  doubt." 
observed  L — ^^'.Not  at  all,"  replied  he,  **^  for  the 
*^  crowd  was  so  great,  that  in  no  part  of  the 
^*  house  was  it  possible  for  a  man  to  use  hia 
«  hands;' 
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LETTER  X 

Paris^  November  %  1801. 

Chr  readting  Pam^  every  person^  whether  Jew 
or  Gentile^  foreigner  or  not^  ccnnii^  from  anjr 
dq)«rtment  of  the  republic^  exc^  that  of  La 
Seinty  in  which  ti)e  capital  is  sitiiated^.  is  now 
bound  to  make  his  i^pearance  at  the  Prijieture 
de  Police* 

The  new-comer,  accompanied  by  two  house-^ 
keepers,  first  r^airs  to  the  Police-office  of  the 
arronSssementy  or  district,  in  which  he  has  taken 
up  his  residence,  where  he  delivers  hi«rtrafdHng 
passport ;  in  lieu  of  which  he  receives  a  sort  oif 
certificate,  and  then  he  shews  himself  at  the  Pri- 
fecture  de  Police^  or  General  poiice-ofiice,  at 
present  established  in  the  Cite. 

Here,  his  name  dnd  quality,  togeth«  with  a 
minute  description  of  his  person  and  his  place  oi* 
abode,  are  inserted  in  a  register  kept  for  that 
purpose,  to  which  he  puts  his  signature;  and  a 
printed  paper,  commonly  called  ^permis  de  sSfour, 
is  given  to  him,  containing  a  duplicate  of  dl  these 
matters,  filled  up  in  the  blanks,  which  he  also 
signs  himself.  It  is  intended  that  he  should  al- 
ways carry  this  paper  about  him,  in  order  that  he 
may  produce  it  when  called  on,  or,  in  case  of 
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MCfimtyj  for  verifying  hia  person^  on  My  parti* 
Gular  OGc«6ionj  such  as  passing  by  a  guard-house 
Oft  feot  after  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  or  faein^ 
unexpectedly  involved  in  any  affiray.  In  a  word, 
it  answers  to  a  stranger  the  same  end  as  a  cartx! 
de  mreti,  or  ticket  of  safety^  does  to  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Paris. 

I  accordingly  went  through  this  indispensable 
o^reoaony  in  due  form  on  my  arrival  here ;  but, 
having  neglected,  to  read  a  nota  bene  in  the 
margin  of  the  permis  de^ejour,  I  had  hot  been 
ten  hours  in  my  new  sq^firtments  before  I  received 
a  visit  from  an  Inspector  of  Police  of  the  arronr- 
dm^me^tf  whO|  v^  civilly  reminding  me  of  the 
omission,  told  me  that  I  need  not  give  myself 
the  trotble  of  going  to  the  Centr^  Policeoffice, 
as  he  would  rqport  my  removal.  However,  being 
determined  to  be  strictly  en  rhgle,  1  went  thither 
myself  to  cause  my  new  residence  to  be  inserted 
in  the  paper. 

I  should  not  have  dwelt  on  the  circumstance, 
were  it  not  to  shew  you  the  precision  observed 
in  the  itdministration  of  the  police  of  this  great 
city. 

Under  Ae  old  regime^  every  master  of  a  ready- 
furnished  hotel  was  obliged  to  keep  a  register,  in 
which  he  inserted  the  name  and  quality  of  his 
lodgers  for  the  inspection  of  the  police-officers 
whenever  they  came :  this  regulation  is  not  only 


i' 


80  A  SKETCH  OP  PAitSi 

strictly  adBiered  to  at  present ;  but  every  persoit 
in  Paris,  who  receives  a  stranger  under  his  roof 
as  an  inmate^  is  bound,  UQder  penalty  of  a  fine^ 
to  report  him  to  the  police,  which  is  most  vigi- 
lantly administered  by  Citizen  Fouche. 

Last  night,  not  being  in  time  to  find  good 
places  at  the  Thedtre  des  ^rtSy  or  Grand  French 
Opera,  I  went  to  the  Thedtre  Louvois^  which  is 
within  a  few  paces  of  it,  in  hopes  of  being  more 
successful.  I  shall  not  at  present  attempt  to  de- 
scribe the  house,  as,  from  my  arriving  late,  I 
was  too  ill  accommodated  to  be  able  to  view  it  to 
advantage. 

However,  I  was  well  seated  for  seeing  the  per- 
formance; It  consisted' of  three  j&^/iVe*  j&f^ce^.- 
namely,  Une  heure  d* absence^  La  petite  ville,  and 
Le  cafe  (tune  petite  ville.  The  first  was  enter-' 
taining ;  but  the  second  much  more  so ;  and 
though  the  third  cannot  claim  the  merit  of  being- 
well  put  together,  I  shall  say  a  few  words  of  it, 
as  it  is  a  production  in  honour  of  peace,  and  on 
that  score  alone,  would,  at  this  juncture,  deserve 
notice. 

I 

After  a  few  scenes  somewhat  languid,  inter- 
spersed with  common-place,  and  speeches  of  no 
great  humour,  a  dinouement^  by  no  means  inte- 
resting, promised  not  to  compensate  the  audience 
for  their  patience.  But  the  author  of  the 
Cafe    d!une  petite   villey    having   eased   himself 
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o/this  burden,  nevealed  his  motivfe,  and  took  them 
on  their  weak  side,  by  making  a  strong  appeal  to 
French  enthusiasm.  This  cord  being  adroitly 
struck,  his  warmth  became  communicative,  and 
animating  the  actors,  good-humour  did  the  rest. 
The  accessories  wer6  infinitely  more  interesting 
than  the  main  subject.  An  allemande^  gracefully 
danced  by  two  damsels  and  a  hero,  in  the  cha- . 
racter  of  a  French  hussar,  returned  home  from 
the  fatigues  of  war  and  battle^  was  much  ap- 
plauded ;  and  a  Gascoon  poet,  who  declares  that, 
for  once  in  his  life,  he  is  resolved  to  speak  truth, 
was  loudly  encored  in  the  following  couplets, 
adapted  to  the  well-known  air  of  *^  Gaf,  le  coeur 
^  In  dame  J"*      ^ 

^'  Celui  qui  rUnts  tttmne  la  patsc^ 

^^  Comma  iljit  Hen  la  guerre  ! 

'^  Swr  hit  dejd  force  canpleis .... 

^^  Mais  il  en  reste  a^aire : 

"  Au  diahle  nous  nous  donnionSy 

^^  tl  revient,  nous  respirons .... 

^'  Ilfaii  changer  la  danse  \ 

"  Par  luickez  nous  plus  de  discord;   \ 

<f  II  regie  la  cadence, 

^^  Et  nous  voil&  d'accord.*' 

True  it  is,  that  Bonaparte,  as  principal  ballet- 
master,  has  changed  the  dance  of  the  whole  na- 
tion; he  i-egulates  their  step  to  the  measure  of 
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his  own  music,  and  discord  is  mute  at  tjfee  ifto-. 
ment :  but  the  question  is,  whether  the  Fr^ncfe 
are  bona-fide  d" accord,  (as  the  Gascflon:  aft^^s^X 
that  is,  perfectly  reconcikd.  to  the.  n^w  tume  and. 
figure  ?  Let  us,  however,  keep  out  of  this  maze; 
were  we  to  enter  it, .  we  might  remain  bewildered 
t-here,  perhaps,  till,  old  fatho:  Time  cameto  ex-, 
tricate  us. 

The  mojinij^  is  invifing:  suppose  we  take  a. 
turn  in  th^  Tuihries^  not  with  a  view  of  survey- 
ing this  gardeji>  but,  merely  to  breathe  the  fcesh 
air,  andexamifie  the 

PALAIS  t)U.  GOUVERNEMENT- 

Since  the  Chief  Consul  has  made  it  liis  town- 
residence,  this  is  the  new  denomination  given  to 
the  Palais  d/es  Tuiler.tes,  thus  called,  because  a 
tile-kilii  formerly  stood  on  the  site  where  it  is 
erected-  At  that  time,  this  part  of  Paris  was  not 
comprised  within  its  walls,  nothing  was  to  be  seen 
here,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tile-kiln,  but  a  few 
coppices  and  scattered  habitations* 

Catherine  de  Medicis,  wishing  to  enlarge  the 
capital  on  this  side,  visited,  the  spot,  and  liking 
the  situation,  directed.  Philibeht  de  l'Orme 
and  Jean  Bullan,  two  celebrated  French  archi- 
tects*, to  present  her  with  a  plan,  from  which  the 
construction  of  this  palace  was  begun  in  May 
1564.    At  first,  it  consisted  only  of  the  large 
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Square  pavilion  in  the  centre  of  the  two  piles  of 
builtfirig,  which  have  each  a  terrace  towards  the 
garden,  and  of  the  two  pavilions  by  which  they 
are  terminated* 

Henry  IV  enlarged:  the  original  buildingj  and, 
in  1600,  began  the  grand  gallery  which  joins  it  to 
tlie  Louvre,  from  the  plan  of  Du  CpRCiiAr. 
Lewis  XIII  made  some  alterations  in  the  palace ; 
^nd  in  1664,  exactly  a  century  from  the  date  of 
its  construction  being  begun,  Lewis  XIV  directed 
Louis  DE  Veau  to  finish  it,  by  making  the  addi- 
tions and  embellishments  which  have  brought  it 
to  its  present  state.  These  deviations  from  the 
first  plan  have  destroyed  the  proportions  required 
by  the  strict  rules  of  art;  but  this  defect  would/ 
probably,  be  overlooked  by  those  who  are  not 
connoisseurs,  as  the  architecture,  though  variously' 
blended,  presents,  at  first  sight,  an  emenible  which 
is  magnificent  and  striking. 

The  whole  front  of  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries 
consists  of  five  pavilions,  connected  by  four  piles 
of  building,  standing  on  the  same  line,  and  ex- 
tending for  the  space  of  onci  thousand  and  eleven 
feet.  The  first  order  of  the  three  middle  piles 
is  Ionic,  with  encircled  columns;  The  two  ad* 
joining  pavilions  are  also  Ornamented  with  Ionic 
pillars ;  but  fluted,  and  embellished  with  foliage, 
from  the  third  of  their  height  to  the  summit. 
The  secQad  order  of  these  two  pavilions  is  Co- 
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rintliian.  The  two  piles  of  building,  which  come 
next,  as  Avell  as  the  two  pavilions  of  the  wings, 
are  of  a  Composite  order  with  fluted  pillars. 
From  a  tall  iron  spindle,  placed  on  the  pinnacle  of 
each  of  the  three  principal  pavilions,  is  now  seen 
floating  a  horizontal  tri-coloured  streamer.  Till 
the  improvements  made  by  Lewis  XIV,.  the  large 
centre  pavilion  had  been  decorated  with  the  Ionic 
and  Corinthian  orders  only;  to  these  was  added, 
the  Composite. 

On  the  faqade  towards  the  Place  du  Carrousely 
the  pillars  of  all  these  orders  are  of  brown  and 
red  marble.  Here  may  be  observed  the  marks  of 
several  cannon-balls,  beneath  each  of  which  is  in- 
scribed, in  black,  10  Aoux. 

This  tenth  of  August  179^,  a  day  ever  memo- 
rable ill  the  history  of  France,  has  furnished 
many  an  able  writer  with  the  subject  of  an  epi- 
sode ;  but^  I  believe^  few  of  them  were,  any  more 
than  myselfj  actors  in  that  dreadful  scene. 
While  I  was  intently  remarking  the  particular 
impression  of  a  shot  which  struck  the  edge  of 
one  of  the  casements  of  the  first  floor  of  the 
palace^  my  valet- de  place  came  up  to  know  at 
which  door  I  would  have  the  carriage  remain  in 
waiting.  >  .  ., 

On  turning  round,  I  fancied  I  beheld  the  man. 
who  ^^  drew  Priam's  curtain  in  the  dead  of 
'[  night."    That  messenger,  J  am  sure,  could 
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not  have  presented  a  visage  more  palej  more 
spiritless  than  my  Helvetian.  Recollecting  that 
he  had  served  in  the  Swiss  guards,  I  was  the  less 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  his  extreme  agitation. 
^^  In  what  patt  of  the  chdteau  were  you,  Jean,'* 
said  I,  "  when  these  balls  were  aimed  at  the 
*^  windows  ?"——^^  There  was  my  post,"  replied 
he,  re<rovering  himself,  and  pointing  to  one  of 
the  centre  casements. — ^^  Is  it  true,"  continued  I, 
*^  that,  l)y  way  of  feigning  a  reconciliation,  you 
"^^  threw  down  cartridges  by  handfuls  to  the 
^^  Marseillese  below,  and  called  out,  vive  la  na-- 

^^  tion?'^ ^^  It    is   but   tpo   true,''  answered 

Jean ;  *^^  we  then  iavailed  ourselves  of  the  mo- 
^^  ment  when  they  advanced  under  the  persuasion 
that  they  were  td  become  our  friends,  and 
opened  on  thein  a  tremendous  fire,  by  which 
^'  we  covered  the  place  with  dead  and  dying. 
^^  But  we  became  victims  of  our  own  treachery: 
^^  for  our  ammiinition  being,  by  this  ruse  de 
^  guerre,  the  sooner  expended,  we  presently  had 
no  resource  left  but  the  bayonet,  by  which  we 
could  not  prevent  the  mob  froin  closing  on  us.'* 
— ^^  And  how  did  you  contrive  to  escape,"  safd 
I  ? — "  Having  thrown  away  my  Swiss  uniform," 
replied  he,  *^  in  the  general  confusion,  I  fortu* 
^^  nately  possessed  myself  of  the  coat  of  a  na- 
^^  tional  volunteer,  which  he  had  taken  off  on 
^^  ac<?ount  of  the  hot  wej^ther.     This  garment. 
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*^  tespattprcd  »'ith  blopd,  I  instantly  put  on,  as 
'^  well  as  his  hat  with  a  tri-coloured  cockade."— 
^^  This  disguise  saved  your  life,"  interrupted  L— 
*^  Yes,  indeed;"   rejoined  he.      '5  Haying  got 
^^  do'ivn  to  the  vestibule,  I  could  not  find  a  pas- 
f^  sage  into  the  garden;  and^  to  prevent  suspicion, 
I  at  once  mixed  with  the  mob  on  the  place 
wher0  we  are  now  standing,"^ — ^^  How  .did  yoii 
^^  get  o^^t  last,"  said  1}-^^  I  was  obliged," 
answered  he,   "  to  shout  and   swe^r   with   the 
^'  poissardesy  while  the  heads*  of  ih^ny  of  my 
^^  comrades  were  thrown  out  pf  the  windows." — 
^^  The poissqrdesy'  added  I,  ^^  «it  no  bounds  to 
^'  their  cruelty  f"~-^f  No,",  replied  he,  ''  I  ex^ 
^^  pected  every  moment  to  feel  its  effects;  my 
f*  disguise  alone  favoured  my  escape:  on   the 
dead  bodies  of  my  coimtrymen  they  practised 
every  species  of  mutilation."    Here  Jain  drew 
a  picture  of  a  nature  too  hpprid  to  be  committed 
to  pappr.     My  pen  could  no|  trace  it.- — ^ — In 
a  word,  nothing  could  exceed  the  ferocity  of  the 
infuriate  populace ;  and  the  sacking  of  the  palace 
of  the  Trojan  king  presents  but  a  faint  image 
of  wli^t  {mssed  her§  on  thp  dsjy  which  overset 
the  throne  of  the  ^urbon§, 
.    According  to  a  calculation,  founded  as  well  on 

/ 

the  report^  pf  the  police  as  on  the  returns  of 
the  militaiy  corps,  it  app^afs  that  the  nmnber  of 
XYktn  kill^  ip  the  attack  of  the  pal^^  pf  the 
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Taileries  on  the  lOth  of  Angust  179a,  amounted 
in  the  whole  to  v^  near  six  thousand^  of 
whom  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two  were  on  the 
side  of  the  besieged,  and  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty  on  the  side  of  the  besiegers. 

The  interior  of  this  palace  is  not  di^tingubhed 
by  any  particular  style  of  architecture,  the  kings 
who  have  resided  here  having  made  such  frequent 
alterations,  that  the  distribution  throughout  is 
very  different  from  that  which  was  at  first  in- 
tended. Here  it  was  that  Catherine  de  Medicis 
shut  heri^f  up  with  the  Guises,  the  Gondis,  and 
Birague,  the  chancellor,  in  order  to  plan  the 
horrible  massacre  of  that  portion  of  the  French 
nation  whose  religious  tenets  trenched  on  papal 
power,  and  whose  spirit  of  independence  alarmed 
regal  jealousy. 

Among  the  series  of  entertainments,  ^ven  on 
the  marriage  of  the  king  of  Navarre  with  Mar- 
guerite de.Valois,  was  introduced  a  ballet,  in 
which  the  papists,  commanded  by  Charles  IX 
and  his  brothers,  defended  paradise  against  the 
huguenots,  who,  with  Navarre  at  their  head, 
were  all  repulsed  and  driven  into  hell.  Although 
this  pantomime,  solely  invented  by  Catherine, 
was  evidently  meant  as  a  prelude  to  the  dreadful 
proscription  which  awaited  the  protestants,  they 
had  no  suspicion  of  it ;  and  four  days  after  was 
consummated  the  massacre,  where  that  monster. 
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to  whom  nature  had  given  the.  form .  of  a  wo* 
man,  feasted  her  eyes  on  the  mangled  corpses 
of ,  thousands  of  bleeding  victims !  !  ! 

No   sooner  was   the   Pope   informed   of  the 
horrors  of  St,  Bartholemew's  .day,  by  the  receipt 
iof  Admijral  de  Coligny's  head,  which  Catherine 
embalmed  and  sent  to  him,  than  he  ordered  a 
solemn  procession,  by  way  of  returning  thanks  to 
heaven  for  the  happy  event.     The  account  of  this 
procession  so  exasperated  a  gentleman  of  Anjoii, 
a  protestant   of  the   name   of  Bressaut   de    la 
Rouvraye,  that  he  swore  he  would,  make  eunuch$ 
of  all  the  monks  who  should  fall  into  his  hands; 
and  he  rendered  himself  famous  by  keeping  hi$ 
word^  and  wearing  the  trophies  of  his  victory. 
.    The  Louvre  and  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries 
were  alternately  the  residence^  of  the   kings  of 
France,  till  Lewis  XIY  built  that  of  Versailles, 
after  which  it  was  deserted  ^U  the    minority  o 
Lewis  XV,  who,  when  a  little  boy,  w^s  visited 
here  by  Peter  the  Great;  but,  in  1722,  the  court 
quitted  Paris  altogether  for  Versailles,  where  it 
continued  fixed  till  the  §th  of  October  1789, 

During  this  long  interval,  the  palace  was  left 
under  the  direction  of,  ^  governor,  and  inhabited 
only  by  himself,  and  persons  of  various  ranks 
dependpnt  on  the  bounty  of  the  crown;  When 
Lewis  XVI  and  his  family  were  brought  hither 
^t   that  period,   th^   twq  wijigs   alqn^  wei'p  ii\ 
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'proper  order ;  the  remainder  consisted  of  spacious 
apartments,  appropriated  for  the  king's  reception 
whea  he  came  occasionally  to  Paris,  and  oma- 
mented  with  stately,  old-fashioned  furniture, 
which  had  not  been  deranged  for  years.  The 
first  night  of  their  arrival,  they  slept  in  temporary 
beds,  and  on  the  king  being  solicited  the  next 
day  to  choose  his  ap^tments,  he  replied :  "  Let 
f^  every  one  shift  for  himself:  for  my  part,  I  am 
^^  very  well  where  I  am/*  But  this  fit  of  ilU 
humour  being  over,  the  king  and  queen  visited 
every  part  of  the  palace,  assigning  particular 
rooms  to  each  person  of  their  suite,  and  giving 
directions  for  sundry  repairs  and  alterations. 

Versailles  was  unfurnished,  and  the  vast  quan- 
tity of  furniture  collected  in  that  palace,  during 
three  suctessive  reigns,  was  transported  to  the 
Tuileries  for  their  majesties'  accommodation. 
The  king  chose  for  himself  three  rooms  on  the 
ground-floor,,  on  the  side  of  the  gallery  to  the 
right  as  you  enter  the  vestibule  from  the  garden ; 
on  the  entresol,  he  established  his  geographical 
study ;  and  on  the  first  floor,  his  bed-chamber : 
fhe  apartments  of  the  queen  and  royal  family 
were  adjoining  to  those  of  the  king;  and  the 
attendants  were  distributed  over  the  palace  to 
the  number  of  between  six  and  seven  hundred 
persons. 
,  The  greater  part  of  the  furniture,  &c.  in  the 


§0  A  SKETCH  Of"  PARI^ 

palace  of  the  Tuileries  was  sold  in  the  spring  of 
1793.  The  sale  lasted  ^ix  months,  ahd,  had  it 
not  been  stopped,  would  have  continued  six 
months  longer.  Some  of  the  king's  dress-suits 
which  had  cost  twelve  hundred  louis  fetched 
no  more  than  five.  By  the  inventory  talien  im- 
mediately  after  the  \Q^\  of  August  I7g2,  and 
laid  before  the  Legislative  Assembly,  it  appearg 
that  the  moveables  of  every  description  contained 
in  this  palace  were  valued  at  12,540,158  livres 
(circa  jf  522,56o  sterling,)  in  which  was  included 
the  amount  of  the  thefts,  committed  on  that 
day,  estimated  at  1 ,000,000  livres,  and  that  of 
tlie  dilapidations,  at  the  like  sum,  making  to- 
gether about  ^6^84,000  sterling. 

When  Catherine  de  Medicis  inhabited  the 
palace  of  the  Tuileries^  it  was  connected  to  the 
Louire  by  a  garden,  in  the  middle  of  which 
was  a  large  pond,  always  well  stocked  with  fish 
for  the  supply  of  the  royal  table.  Lewis  XIV 
transformed  this  garden  into  a  spacious  square  or 
place,  where  in  the  year  1^62,  he  gave  to  the 
queen  dowager  and  his  royal  consort  a  magni- 
ficent fete,  at  which  were  assembled  princes, 
lords,  and  knights,  with  their  ladies,  from  every 
part  of  Europe.     Hence  the  square  was  named 

PLACE  DU  CARROUSEL. 

Previously  to  the  revolution^  the  palace  of  the 
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'^uiieries^  on  this  «ide,  was  d^ended  by  a  wril, 
pierced  by  three  gates  opening  into  as  many 
courts,  separated  by  little  buildings,  which,  in 
part,  servad  for  lodging  a  few  troops  and  their 
hors/^s.  All  these  buildings  are  taken  down ;  the 
Place,  du  Carrmsel  is  consid^ably  enlarged  by 
^he  demolition  of  various  circumjacent  edifices ; 
and  the  wall  is  rq)Iaced  by  a  hmidsome  iron 
railing,  fixed  on  a  parapet  about  four  feet  high. 
In  this  railing  are  three  gates,  the  centre  one 
of  which  is  surmounted  by  cocks,  holding  in  their 
beak  a  civic  crown  over  the  letters  R.  F.  the 
Initials  of  the  words  BSpublique  J^ratifaise.  On 
^ach  side  of  it  are  small  lodges,  built  of  stone ; 
and  at  the  wtrance  are  constantly  posted  two 
vedettes,  belonging  to  the  horse-rgrenadiers  of  the 
consular  guard. 

On  the  piers  of  the  other  two  gates  are  placed 
the  four  famous  horses  of  gilt  bronze,  brought 
from  St.  Mark's  plaqe  at  Venice,  whither  they 
had  been  carried  after  the  capture  of  Byzantium^ 
•  These  productions  are  generally  ascribed  to  the 
celebrated  Lysippus,  who  flourished  in  the  reign 
9f  Alexander  the  Great,  about  3?^  years  before 
the  christian  era;  though  this  opinion  is  ques- 
tioned by  some  distinguished  antiquaries  and 
artists.  Whoever  may  be  the  sculptor,  their 
destiny  is  of  a  nature  to  fix  attention,  as  their 
|-enioval  has  always  been  th^  qonsequenQe  of  a^ 
I 
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political  revolution.  After  the  conquest  of 
Greece  by  the  Romans,  they  were  tran6porte4 
from  Corinth  to  Rome,  for  the  purpose  of  adorn- 
ing the  triumphal  arch  of  Septimius  Severus* 
Hencfe  they  were  removed  to  Byztotium,  when 
that  city  became  the  seat  of  the  eastern  empire. 
From  Byzantium,  they  were  conveyed  to  Venice, 
and  from  Venice  they  have  at  last  reached  Paris. 

As  on  the  plain  of  Phc^rsalia  the  fate  of  Rome 
was  decided  by  Ca5sar>  triumph  over  Pompey,  s6 
on  the  Place  du  Carromel  was  the  fate  of  France 
by  the  triumph  of  the  Convention  over  Robe- 
spierre and  his  ^tellites.  Here,  Henriot,  one  of 
his  most  devoted  creatures,  whom  he  had  raised 
to  the  situation  of  commandant  general  of  the 
Parisian  guard,  after  having  been  carried  prisoner 
before  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  then 
sitting  in  the  palace  of  the  Tuiloriesy  was  released 
by  Coffinhal,  the  President  of  the  Revolutionary 
Tribunal,  who  suddenly  made  his  appearance  at 
the  head  of  a  large  body  of  horse  and  foot,  sup- 
ported by  four  pieces  of  cannon  served  by  gunners 
the  most '  devoted  to  Robespierre. 

It  was  half  past  seven  o*clock  in  the  eveningj 
when  Coffinhal)  decorated  with  -his  municipal 
scarf,  presented  himself  before  the  Committee: 
all  the  members  thought  themselves  lost,  and 
thtnv  fright  commtiniciiting  to  thti  very  bosom  of 
tlie-  Convejition^  thera:  sprea^l     confusion   and 
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terror.  But  Coffinhars  presence  of  mind  was 
not  equal  to  his  courage :  he  availed  himself  only 
in  part  of  his  advantage.  After  having,  without 
the  slightest  resistance,  disarmed  the  guards  at- 
tached to  the  Convention,  he  loosened  the  fet- 
tered hands  of  Henriot  and  his  aides-de-camp, 
^nd  conducted  them  straight  to  the  Maison  Com- 
Tjiune. 

It  is  an  incontestable  fact  that  had  either  Cof- 
finhal  or  Henriot  imitated  the.  conduct  of  Crom- 
well in  regard  to  the  Levellers,  and  marched  at 
the  head  of  their  troops  into  the  hall  of  the  Con- 
vention, he  might  have  carried  all  before  him, 
and  Robespierre's  tyranny  would  have  been  hence- 
forth established  on  a  basis  not  to  be  shaken. 

But,  when  Henriot  soon  after  appeared  on  the 
Place  du  Carrousel^  with  his  staff  and  a  number 
of  followers,  he  in  vain  endeavoured  by  haran- 
guing the  people  to  stir  them  up  to  act  against  the 
Convention;  his  voice  was  drowned  in  tumul- 
tuous clamours,  and  he  was  deserted  by  his  hi- 
therto-faithful gunners.  The  Convention  had 
had  time  to  recover  from  their  panic,  and  to 
enlighten  the  Sections.  Henriot  was  outlawed 
by  that  assembly,  and,  totally  disconcerted  by  this 
news,  he  fled  for  refuge  to  the  Mai  son  Commune^ 
where  Robespierre  and  all  his  accomplices  were 
soon  surrounded,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  those 
whom  but    an    instant   before,    they    had   pro- 
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scribed  as  conspirators  deserving   of  the    most 
exemplary  punishment. 

Henriot,  confused  and  terrified,  sought  his 
safety  in  flight,  and  was  stealing  along  one  of  the* 
galleries  of  the  Maison  Commune,  when  he  met 
Ceffinhal,  who  was  also  flying.  At  the  sight  of^ 
Heru-iot,  who,  on  coming  from  the  Committees- 
had  pledged  his  life  on  the  success  of  his  mea- 
sures, Cof&nhal  was  unable  to  check  his-  rag«. 
."  Coward!"  said  he  to  him,   "  to  this  then  has 

led  your  certain  means  of  defence !  Scotiiidrel ! 

you  shall  not  escape  the  death  you  are  en-* 
"  deavouring  to  avoid  !**    Saying  these  words,  he' 
seized  Henriot  by  the  middle,  and'  threw  him  out 
of  a  window  of  the  second  story  of  the  Maison^ 
Commune.    Henriot  falling  on  the  roof  of  a  build- 
ing in  a  narrow  street  adjoining,  was  not  killed} 
but  he  had  scarcely  recovered  himself  before  he 
\Vas  recognized  by  some  soldiers  in  quest  of  him : 
he  then  crawled  into  a  sewer,  close  to  the  spot 
where  he  had  follen;  when  a  soldier,  thrusting  his* 
bayonet  into  the  sewer,  put  out  one  of  his  eyes, 
and  forced  him  to  surrender. 

Thus,  the  destiny  of  France,  as  is  seen,  hung 
by  the  thread  of  the  moment.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  Henriot  had  the  arsenal  at  his  dis- 
posal;  he  commanded  the  Parisian  guard,  and 
fcix  thousand  men  encamped  on  the  Plahie  des 
Subhnsy  close  to  the  capital :  in  a  word,  all  the 
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spring?  of  the  pubHc  force  were  in  hid  hands. 
Had  he  seized  the  critical  minute^  and  attacked 
the  Conyention  at  the  instant  of  his  releaise,  the 
scene  of  the  10th  of  August  would  have  been  le^ 
ne^ed^  ami  the  Place  du  Carrousel  again  stained 
with  tbe  Uood  of  thousands* 

\4 
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LETTER  XL 


Paris^  November  5,  1801, 

I  RISE  nrach-  Mer  to-day  than  usual,  in  conse- 
quence of  not  having  gone  to  bed  till  near  seven 
o'clocl^  this  morning.  Happening*  to  call  yes- 
terday on  a  French  lady  of  my  acquaintance,  I 
perceived  some  preparations  which  announced  that 
she  expected  company.  She  did  not  leave  me 
long  in  suspense,  but  invited  me  to  her  party  for 
that  evening. 

This  good  lady,  who  is  no  longer  in  the 
itewer  of  her  age,  was  still  in  bed,  though  it 
was  four  o'clock  when  I  paid  my  visit.  On  ex- 
pressing my  fears  that  she  was  indisposed,  she 
assured  me  of  the  contrary,  at  the  same  time 
adding  that  she  seldom  rose  till  five  in  the  after- 
noon, on  account  of  her  being  under  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  late  hours.  I  was  so  struck  by 
the  expression,  that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  ask  her 
¥diat*  was  the  necessity  which  compelled  her  t^ 
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make  ^  pt-ictice  of  turning  day  into  night  ?     Sha^ 
very  courteously  gave  me  a  complete  solutioh  of 
this  enigma,  of  which  the  following  is  the  sub- 
stance. 

"  During  the  reign  of  terror/'  said  she,  ^^  se- 
"  veral  of  us  ci-devant  noblesse  lost  our  nearest 
"  relatives,  and  with  them  our  property,  which 
*^  was  either  confiscated,  or  put  under   seques- 
tration, so  that  we  were  absolutely  threatened 
by  famine.      When  the  prisoners  were  mas- 
'^  sacred  in  September  179^^  I  left  nothing  un- 
"  attempted  to  save  the  life  of  my  uncle  and 
^^  grandfather,  who  were  both  in  confinement  in 
the  Abhaye.    All  my  efforts  were  unavailing. 
My  interference  served  only  to  exasperate  their 
*^  murderers,  and  contributed,  I   fear,  to  acce- 
*^  lerate  their  death,  which  it  was  my  misfortune 
'^  to   witness.      Their  inhuman  butchers,   from 
"  whom  I  had  patiently  borne  every  species  of  in- 
"  suit,  went  so  far  as  to  present  to  me,  on  the  end 
"  of  a  pike,  a  human  heart,  which  had  the  appear- 
*^  ance  of  having  been  broiled  on  the  embers,  assur- 
ing me  that,  as  it  was  the  heart  of  my  uncle,  I 
might  eat  it  with  safety." ^Here  an  ejacula- 
tion, involuntarily  escaping  me,  interrupted  her 
for  a  moment. 

For  my  part,"   continued  she,  ^^  I   was   so 
overwhelmed  by  a  conflict  of   rage,  despair,    - 
aj}d  grief,  that  I  scarcely  retained  the  use  of 
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*^  my  senses.  The  excess  of  my  horror  deprived 
*'  me  of  utterance. — ^What  little  I  wae  able*  to 
save  from  the  wreck  of  my  fortune,  not  afford- 
ing me  sufficient  means  of  subsistence^  I  was> 
*'  however  reluctantly,  at  length  compelled  to 
\  adopt  a  plan  of  life>  by  which  I  saw  other 
women,  in  my  forlom  situatioh,  support  a 
decent  appearance.  I  therefore  hired  suitable 
apartments,  and  twice  in  each  decade,  I  re- 
ceive company.  On  one  of  these  two  nights 
*^  I  give  a  ball  and  supper,  and  on  the  other, 
*^  under  the  name  of  ^ocieii,  I  have  cards  only. 
^^  Having  a  ntimerous  cirple  of  female  ac- 
'^  quaintance/*  concluded  she,  "my  b^Us  are 
**  generally  well  attended:  those  who  are  not 
*^  fond  of  dancing,  play  at  the  bouilbtt^; 
*^  and  the  card-money  defrays  the  expenses  of 
*'  the  entertainment,  leaving  me  a  handsome 
*^  profit.  In  short,  these  six  parties,  during  the^ 
^  month,  enable  me  to  pay  my  rent,  and  produce 
'^  me  a  tolerable  pitfanee." 

This  melancholy  recital  affected  me  so  much, 
that,  on  its  bein^  termirjated,  I  was  unable  to. 
speak ;  but  I  have  reason  to  think  that  a  favour- 
able construction  vras  put  on  my  silence^  A  volume, 
of  the  size  of  a  family-bible,  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  display  half  the  contrasts  engendered  by 
the  revolutioi;.  Many  a  Marquise  has  hew 
voi^.  X.  H 
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obliged  to  turn  sempstress,  in  order  to  gain  a 
livelihood;  but  my  friend  the  Com/e^^ had  much 
ready  wit,  though  no  talents  of  that  description. 
Having  soothed  her  mind  by  venting  a  few  im- 
precations against  the  murderers  of  her  departed 
relatives,  she  informed  me  that  her  company 
began  to  assemble  between  the  hours  of  eleven 
and  twelve,  and  begged  that  I  would  not  fail  to 
come  to  her 

PRIVATE  BALL. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  I  accordingly  went- 
thither,  as  I  had  promised,  when  I  found  the 
rooms  perfectly  crowded.  Among  a  ntimber  of 
very  agreeable  ladies, .  several  were  to  be  distin- 
guished for  the  elegance  of  their  figure^  though 
there  were  no  more  than  three  remarkable  for 
beauty.  These  terrestrial  divinities  would  not 
only  have  embarrassed  the  Grand  Signior  for  a 
preference,  but  even  have  distracted  the  choice 
of  the  Idalian  shepherd  himself.  The  dancing 
was  already  begun  to  an  excellent  band  of  music, 
led  by  Citizen  Julikn,  a  mulatto,  esteemed  the 
first  player  of  country tdances  in  Paris.  Of  the 
dancers,  some  of  the  women  really  astonished 
me  by  the  ease  and  gracefulness  of  their  move-?, 
ments :  steps,  which  are  known  to  be  the  most 
difficult,  seemed  to  cost  them  not  the  smallest 
exertion.     Famous  as  they  have  ever  been  fo^ 
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tl^hciiig,  they  seem  now,  in  Gibber's  words,  "  to 
**  outdo  their  visual  outdoings." 

In  former  times,  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
curiosity  was  excited  by  any  female  who  excelled 
in  this  pleasing  accomplishment.  I  remember  to 
have  read  that  Don  Juan  of  Austria,  governor  of 
the  Low  Countries^  set  out  post  from  Brussels^ 
and  came  to  Paris  incog,  on  purpose  to  see  Mar-* 
gueritd  de  Valois  d^nce  at  d  dress -ball^  this 
princess  being  reckoned,  at  that  time,  the  best 
dancer  in  Europe.  What  then  would  be  the  ad  - 
miration  of  such  an  amateur,  could  he  now  be- 
hold the  perfection  attained  here  by  some  of  the 
beauties  of  the  present  day  ? 

The  men,  doubtless,  determined  to  vid  with 
the  women,  seemed  to  pride  themselves  more  on 
agility  than  gr^ce,  and,  by  attempting  whatever  tc-^ 
quired  extraordinary  effort,  reminded  itie  ofjlgu^ 
rans  on  the  stage,  so  much  have  the  Parisian 
youth  adopted  a  truly  theatrical  style  of  dancing. 

The  French  country-dances  (or  cotillons,  a<? 
we  term  theni  in  England)  and  waltzes,  which 
are  as  much  in  vogue  here  as  in  Germany,  were 
regularly  interchanged.  However,  the  Parisiansi  in 
my  opinioii,  cannot  come  up  to  the  Germans  in 
this  their  native  dancei  I  should  have  wished  to 
have  had  Lavater  by  my  sldfe,  and  heard  hifj 
opinion  of  thi^  characters  of  the  diferent  female 
valtzcrs.    It  is  a  very  q^ious  and  interesting; 
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Spectacle  to  see  one  woman  aasume  a  Ungciishuig' 
air,  another  a  vacant  smile>  a  third  an  aspect  o£ 
stoical  indiiibrence ;  while  a  fcmrth  seems  lost  in 
a  voluptuous  trance,  a  fifth  baplivatds  by  an  ami-^ 
dble  modesty,  a  sixth. affects  the  coW*  insensibility 
of  a  statue,,  and  so  on  in  evar-varying  succession, 
though  all  turning  to  the  ani^t^og  changes  of 
the  same  lively  waltz.  In  short  I  observed  that^ 
m  this  species  of  dance,  the  eyes  and  feet .  of 
^hnoat  every  woman;  appealed,  to  be  constantly 
at  variance^ 

.  Without  .assuming  the  part  of  a  moralist,  I 
cannat  help  thinking  that  Wertear.was  not  alto- 
gether in  the  wrong  when  he  STOore>  that,  were  it 
to  cost  him  Ws  life,  no  womaaoa  whom  he  had 
set  his  affections,  should  evto  vKaltz  with  any  one 
but  himself.  I.  am  not  singiiiar  in  this  opinion  ; 
for  I  recollect  to  have  met  with  the  sarae  ideas 
in  a  book  written  by  M.  Jacob  i;  I  thilnk,  a  German 
author.  .. 

'  Speaking  of  the  waltz,  "  We  either  ought," 
say^s  he,  ^  not  to  boast  so  much  of  the.  propriety 
of  our  manners,  or  else  not  suffer  that  our  wives 
and  daughters,  in  a  complete  delirium,  softly 
pressed  in  the  arms  of  men,  bosom  to  bosom, 
slioiild  thus  be  hurried  away,  by  the  sound  of  inT. 
toxicatihg  music.  In  this  whirligig  dance,  every 
one  seems  to.  forget  the  rules  of .  decorum ;  and 
Urooigh-aiL  innocent,  youi>g  creature,,  exposed  \\k 
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this  mann^r^  ivere  to  remain  pure  and  spodesa^ 
can  she,  without  horror,  reflect  that  she  becomes 
•the  sport  of  the  iimghiatioti  of  the  Itcentibus 
youths  to  whom  «he  so  abandons  hersdf  ?  It  were 
lo  be  ^tf^ished^"  aidds  he,  "  that  our  damsels  (J 
mean  those  who. preserve  any  vestige  of  basb- 
folnesg),  might,*coHcea}ed  in  a  private  comer,  hear 
^fometifnes  the  conversation  of  those  very  men  to 
wh6m  they  yield  th€«n^lves  with  so  little  reservis 
and  cautibn.** 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  these  are  the 
'Sentiments  of  M.*  Jacobi,  expressed  twelve  or 
fouit^eai  years  ago ;  yet  i  do  not  find  that  the 
•waltz  is  discimtimied,  or  even  less  practised,  in 
<3€rmafty,  than  it  was  kt  the  time  when  Jhis  work 
^rst  appeared.  This  dance,  Kke  every  other 
French  fashi^Hi,  has  now  found  its  way  into  Eng- 
land, «id  is  introduced  bretween  the  acts,  by  way 
of  interlude  I  presume,  at  some  of  our  grand 
private  balls  and  assemblies.  But,  however  I  may 
be  amused  by  the  waltzing  of  the  Parisian  belles, 
I  feel  too  much  regard  for  my  fair  country- 
women to  wish  to  see  them  adopt  a  dance, 
which,  by  throv?ing  them  off  their  .guard,  lays 
them  completely  open  to  the  shafts  of  ridicule 
and  malice. 

Leaving  this  point  to  be  settled  by  the  worthy 
part  of  our  British  tnatrons,  let  us  return  •  to  the 
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Parisian  ball,  from  which  I  have  been  led  int6  ^^ 
little  digression. 

The  dancing  continued  in  this  manner^  that  is^ 
French  country-glances  and  waltzes  alternately, 
till  four  o^clock,  when  soiip  wad  brought  round  to 
all  the  company.  This  was  dispatched  sansfafon, 
as  fast  as  it  could  be  procured.  It  was  a  p'dud^ 
to  the  cold  supper,  which  was  presently  served 
in  another  spacious  apartm^.  No  sooner  were 
the  folding-doors  of  an  adjoining  room  thrown 
Open,  than  I  observed  that,  large  as  it  was,  it 
could  not  possibly  afford  accommodation  to  more 
than  half  of  the  number  present.  I  therefore 
remained  in  the  back-ground,  naturally  supposing 
that  places  would  first  be  provided  for  all  the 
women.  Not  so,  my  friend ;  several  men  seated 
themselves,  and,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  de- 
ranged the  economy  of  the  whole  table;  while 
the  female  bystanders  were  necessitated  to  seek 
seats  at  some  temporary  tables  placed  in  the  ball- 
room. Here  too  wei:e  they  in  luck  if  they  ob- 
tained a  few  fragments  from  the  grand  })09Td ; 
for,  such  determined  voracity  was  theri©  fixhi- 
bited,  th^t  so  many  vultures  or  cormorants  could 
not  have  been  more  expeditious  in  clearing  the 
^shes.  ; 

^  For  instance,    an    enOrmous    salmon,    which 
yifOuId  have  done  l^onour- to  the  Twepd  or  the 


A  8KBTCH  OP  PAftlS.  108 

Sevem>  graced  the  middle  of  the  principal  tabl^. 
In  less  than  five  minutes  after  the  company  were 
seated,  I  turned  rounds  and  iQissing  the  fish,  in- 
quired whether  it  had  proved  tainted.  No :  but 
it  is  all  devoiued,  waa  the  reply  of  a  young 
man^  who,  pointifig  to  the  bone,  offered  me  a 
pear  and  a  piece  ef  Ix^ad,  which  he  shrewdly 
observed  was*  all.  that  I  might  probably  get  to 
recruit  iny  strengtb  at  this  entertainment.  I 
took  the  hint,  and,  with  the  addition  of  a  glass 
of  common  wine^  at  once  made  my  supper. 

In  hfi^f  an  hoi^r,  the  tables  being  removed,  the 
ball  was  resumed,  and  a{^rently  with  renewed 
spirit.  The  card-room  had  never  been  deserted. 
Mind  the  main  chance  is  a  wholesome  maxim, 
which  the  good  lady  of  the  house  seemed  not  to 
have  forgotten.  Assisted  hy  a  ^rt  of  croupier, 
she  did  the  honours  of  the  bouilhtte  with  that 
adpiirable  sang-froid  which  you  and  I  have  often 
witnessed  in  some  of  our  hostesses  of  fashion; 
and,  had  she  not  communicated  to  me  die  secret,, 
I  should  have  been  the  last  to  suspect,  while  she 
appeared  so  indifferent^  that  she,  like  those  ladies, 
had  so  great  an  interest  in  the  card-party  being 
continued  till  morning. 

As  an  old  acquaintance,  she  took  an  opportu- 
nity of  saying  tOt  me,  with  joy  in  her  eyes:  "  Le 
jeu  va  bien ;"  but,  at^he  same  time,  expotssed 
her  regret  tliat  the  supper  was  such  a  scramble^ 
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While  we  were  in  fconversation,  I  inquiflsd  tbiat 
mme  and  character  of  the  most  striking  wom^eii 
in  the  rooin,  and  found  tliat,  thotigh  a  few  of 
theto  might  be  neokoned  substafttial  in  fbrtnnfe^ 
as  well  as  in  reputation^  tiie  fepiaJe  part  of  the 
p::)inpany  wa^  chiefly  Gompo^d  of  ladies  who^  like 
hei'self,  hiaA  suifei*e4  by  the  resolution;  Bever&l 
were  divorced  from  their  hfcfsbfeinidsr  bttt  as  iticom- 
patibility  of  temper  ^as  th^  general  {)left  for  eudh 
a  disunioli,  that  alone  could  hot  operate  »as  a 
blemish. 

To  judge  of  the  politick  Jptedilection  of  these 
■bellefe  frOm  their  exfci^iOr,  t  stranger  wopld,  iiioQ 
times  bilt  of  tpn,  bfe  led  into  a  palpable  teri-or. 
•He  might  natvfrally  *conchxde  them  to  be  attache4 
to  a  republican  system^  since  thpy  have,  in  general, 
adopted  the  Atheni^aii  form  of  attire  as  their 
inodel;  though  they  'have  not,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  adopted  the  simpfe  manners  of  that 
people.  Their  arms  are  bare  almost  to  the  vefy 
shoulder-,  their  boSom  is,  in  a  great  measure,  un- 
covered ;  their  ankles  are  encircled  by  narrow 
ribband?,  in  imitation  of  the  fastenings  of^ndals; 
and  their  hair,  turned  up  close  behind,  is  con- 
fined on  the  crown  of  the  head  in  a  large  knot, 
as  we  see  }t  in  the  antique  busts  of  Grecian 
'beauties,     i 

The  rest  of  their  dress  is  more  calculated  to 
If^isplay,  than  to  veil  the  contours  of  tlieir  person. 


1ft  ^was  llms  explained  to  rae  by  iny  friend^  the 

!f:i^deiMnt  CoTniesse,  "^o  at  tfaie  same  timls  ^bssured 

«it  that  ydung  French  womeh,  dad  in  this  aity 

Itiaima*^  braare    all  the  rigour  of  winter*    "  A 

^^  siiH^le  ^ece  xd  lioeft,  felightly  laced  before/' 

,0abi  ^kt^  ^^  whil%it  leavjes  liie  wsiai  uncomprea^^ 

f^  answers  the  pin^ose  of  a.  corset.    If  they  put 

^^  obi  a  Tobe,  which  is  pot  open  in  front,  they 

i^  'dispense  with  petticoats  altogether;  thejr  cam- 

f^  brie   ckemiise  having    the  semblance  oC  one, 

y^  from  its  skirt  being  trimmed  with  lace.    When 

f^  ^attired  for  a  ball,  those  who  dance,  as  you  may 

f ^  observe,  cominoialy  piat  on  a  tunic,  ?aid  then  a 

V  {j)€*ticoat  becomes  a  maitter  of  necessity,  rather 

f*  tiian  <rf  «hc«ce.    Pockets  hdfyg  deemed  an  in- 

5*  cumbrance,  they  wear  none :  what  money  thiqr 

•^^  c&try^  i$  cbatAined  in  a  little  morQcco  leather 

^^  purse ;  this  is  concealed  in  the  centre  of  the 

-f^  bosmn^  whose  form,  in  .o]ir  well-shaped  women, 

'^'  »beimg  daat  of  the  Medidean  Venus,  the  re- 

f  ceptfjcle  occasionally    serves  for  a  little  gold 

*^  wa^ch,  or  some  other  trinket,  which  is  sus- 

'^^  peftded  to  the  neck  by  a  eoUar  of  hair,  deco- 

*^  riasted  widi  various  prnaments.      When  they 

f^  "dance,  the  fan  is  introduced  within  the  zonfe 

*^  or  girdle;  and  the  handkerchief  is  kept  in  the 

f*  pockeft  of  some  sedulous  swain,  to  whom  the 

i^  feir  one  has  recourse  when  she  has  occasion  for 

f^  it.    Some  of  the  eldq-ly  ladies,  like  myself/* 
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added  she,  ^^  carry  these  appendages  In  a  sbrt  d  ^ 
*^  work-bag,  denominated  a  ridicule.    Not  long 
^^  since,  this  was  theuniversal  fashion  first  adopted 
^'  as  a  substitute  for  pockets ;  but^  at  present^  it 
^  is  totally  laid  aside  by  the  younger  classes.** 

The  men  at  this  ball,  were,  for  the  most  part, 
of  the  military  class,  thinly  interspersed  with  re- 
turned emigrants.  Some  of  the  generals  and  co- 
lonels were  in  their  hussar  dress^uniform/  which 
is  not  only  exceedingly  becoming  to  a  weU-formed 
man,  but  also  extremely  splendid  and  costly.  AH 
the  seams  of  the  jacket  and  pantaloons  of  the  ge<* 
nerals  are  covered  with  rich  and  tasteful  embroil 
dery,  as  well  as  their  sabre-tash,  and  those  of  the 
colonels  with  gold  or  silver  lace :  a  few  even  wore 
boots  of  red  morocco  leather. 

Most  of  the  Gallic  youths,  having  served  in 
the  armies,  either  a  few  years  ago  under  the  re- 
ijuisition,  or  more  recently  under,  the  conscript 
tion,  have  acquired  a  martial  air,  which  is  very 
discernible,  in  spite  of  their  habit  bourgeois^ 
The  brown  coat  cannot  disguise  the  soldier.  I 
have  met  with  several  young  merchants  of  the 
first  respectability  in  Paris,  who  had  served,  some 
two,  others  four  years  in  the  ranks,  and  constantly 
refused  every  sort  of  advancement.  Not  wishing 
to  remain  in  the  army,  and  relinquish  the  mer- 
cantile profession  in  which  they  had  beeyi  edu-. 
cated^  they  cheerfully  passed  through  thoir  milN 
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tary  servitude  as  privates,  and,  in  that  station, 
like  true  soldiers,  gallantly  fought  their  country^s 
battles. 

The  hour  of  six  being  arrived,  I  was  assailed, 
on  all  sides,  by  applications  to  set  down  this  or 
that  lady,  as  the  morning  was  very  rainy,  and,  in- 
dependently of  the  long  rank  of  hackney-coaches, 
which  had  been  drawn  up  at  the  door,  every  ve- 
hicle that  could  be  procured,  bad  lopg  been  ip 
requisition.  The  mistress  of  the  house  had  inr* 
formed  two  of  her  particular  female  friends  that 
I  had  a  carriage  in  wsuting;  and  as  I  could  ae  - 
commodate  only  a  certain  number  at  a  time,  aft^ 
having  consented  to  take  those  ladies  home* first; 
I  conceived  myself  at  liberty,  on  my  return,  to 
select  the  rest  of  my  convoy.  To  relieve  beauty 
in  distress  was  one  of  the  $rst  laws  of  ancient 
phivalry ;  and  no  knight  ever  accomplished  that 
^ow  with  greater  ardour  ihm  1  (lid  on  this 
occasion. 

WmBaeBBOBBSSSSBS 


LETTER  XIL     . 

JParisy  November  7,  1801 . 

My  impatience  is  at  length  gratified:  I  have  seen 
BoNAPARTB.  Yesterday,  the  6th,  as  I  mentioned 
4n  %  fonder  letter,  was  the  day  of  the  gr^d  para^^^^ 
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4^hich  now  takes  (>iBce  .on  the  fifte^th  only  of 
leyery  month  of  the  Jtepublican  Calefndar.  The 
spot  where  this  military  spectacle  is  exhibited,  i$ 
.the  covift-yard  of  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries, 
whidij  as  I  have  before  obscrvad,  is  tncU)ised  by  « 
IbKv  ^t^et  >^all,  ^ormountod  by  ahandsotme  irom 
•i-ailitig. 

Ff^HH  the  fcitid  attention  of  friends,  I  had  the 
Ht>ptit>n  of  feeing  admitted  into  the  palace,  or  in*- 
trbdnced  itit?t>  tfee  hotel  laf  C".  Maret,  the  Se- 
^trfttary  of  Sttttfe,  which  a^odnsto  the  palace,  and 
^ndiiig;  a4  irigbt  ingles  widi  it,  commands  a  full 
Vi^w  -&(  the'  ^\3iSt  where  tiie  troops  are  Saissembled, 
hi  tlife  fcMtner  f  kice,  I  was  toid,  I^should  not,  on 
flfccbtrnt  ^f  the  crowd,  havfe  an  opporhmity  to  -seie 
^  parade,  unless  I  took  my  staltion  ait  a  window 
two  or  three  hours  before  it  tegan;  while  from 
the  ktter,  r should  enjoy  the  sight  without  any 
antioyatioe  or  intejruption. 

Considering  that  an  interval  of  a  monlh^  by 
producing  a  material  change  in  the  weather, 
might  render  the  parade  far  less  brilliant  and 
attractive,  and  also  that  such  an  offer  might  not 
occur  a  second  time,  I  tniicie  -no  hesitation  in 
preferring  C",  Maret's  hotel. 

Accompanied  by  my  fntroducer,  I  repaired 
thither  about  half '  past  ,elev^ '  o'dock,  and  cer- 
tarnly  I  had  every  reason  t-o  coftgratiilate  myself 
en  my  election.     }  was  ushered  into  a  handsome 
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room  on  the  first-floor,  wheite  I  found  the  win- 
dows partly  occupitd  by  some  lovely  women. 
ISiivmg  pi^d  my  devoirs  to  the  ladies,  I  entered 
into  oonverSAtioD  with  an  officer  of  rank  of  my 
acquaintance^  who  had'  introduced  me  to  th^m;' 
and  from  him  t  gath^^ed  the  following  particulars 
respecting  the 

GRANP  MONTHX-y  PARADE. 

•On  the- fifteenth  of  every  month,  the  First 
Consul  in  per^n  reviews  all  the  troops  of  the 
consular  guard,  as  well  as  those  quartered  in  Pari$ 
as  a  garrison,  or  those  which  may  happen  to  b^ 
passing  through  this  city.  ^ 

The  con^lat  guard  is  composed  of  two  bat- 
talions of  foot-grenadiers,  two  battalions  of  light 
infantry^  a  regiment  of  horee*grenadiers,  a  regi* 
ment  of  mounted  chasseurs  or  guides,  and  two  com- 
panies of  flying  artillery.  All  this  force  may  coro-^ 
prise  between  six  and  seven  thousand  men ;  but 
it  is  in  contemplation  to  increase  it  by  a  squadron^ 
of  Mamal{lks,  intermixed  with  Greeks  and  Sy- 
rians, mounted  on  Arabian  horses. 

This  guard  exclusively  does  duty  at  the  palcice 
of  the  Tuileriesy  and  at  Malmakon^  Bonaparte's 
country-seat^  it  also  forms  the  military  escort  of 
the  Consuls.  At  present  it  is  commanded  by 
General  Lasnss  ;  but,  according  to  ramour,  an- 
other arrangement  i»on  the  point  of  being  madg. 
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The  constilar  guard  is  soon  to  have  no  other  chiet 
than  the  First  Consul,  and  under  him  are  to  com- 
mand^ alternately,  four  generals ;  namely,  one  of 
infantry,  one  of  cayalry,  one  of  artillery,  and  one. 
of  engineers  j  the  selection  is  said  to  have  fallen 
on  the  following  officers,  BbSsieres,  Davoust, 
SouLT>  and  Songis; 

llie  garrison  (as  it  is  termed)  of  Paris^  is  nbt 
constantly  bf  the  same  strength.  At  this  moment 
k  consists  of  three  demi-brigades  of  the  line^  a 
dettii-brigade  of  light  infantty^  a  regiment  of  dra- 
gbons>  two  demi-brigades  of  veterans^  the  horse 
gendarmerie^  and  a  new  corps  of  choice  gen^ 
darmerie,  co^risihg  both  horse  and  foot,  and ' 
commanded  by  the  Chefde  brigade  SavAby, 
aide-de-camp  to  the  First  Consul.  This  garrison 
may  amount  to  about  1 5,000  effective  men. 

The  consular  guard  and  all  these  different  corps^ 
equipped  in  their  best  manner,  repair  to  the  pa- 
rade, and,  deducting  the  troops  on  duty^  the 
number  of  men  assembled  there  ihay^  in  general^ 
be  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand. 

By  a  late  regulation,  no  one>  during  the  time  jof 
the  parade,  can  remain  within  the  railing  of  the 
court,  either  on  foot  or  horseback^  except  the 
field  and  staff  officers  on  duty;  but  persons  enter 
the  apartments  of  the  Tuileries^  by  means  of 
tickets,  which  are  distributed  t6  a  certain  nuflibef 
It^y  the  governor  of  the  palace. 
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While  my  obliging  friend  was  communicating 
to  me  the  above  information,  the  troops  continaed 
marching  into  the  court  below,  till  it  was  so 
crovrded  that,  at  first  sight,  it  appeared  imprac- 
ticable for  them  to  move,  much  less  to  manoeuvre. 
The  morning  was  extremely  fine ;  the  sun  shone 
in  full  splendour,  and  the  gold  and  silver  lace  and 
embroidery  on  the  uniforms  of  the  officers  and  on 
the  trappings  of  their  chargers,  together  with 
their  naked  sabres,  glitt^^d  with  uncommon 
lustre.  The  concourse  of  people  without  the 
iron  railing  was  immen^ :  in  short,  every  spot  or 
bixilding^  even  to  the  walls  and  rafters  of  houses 
under  demolition,  whence  a  transient  view  of  the 
parade  could  be  obtained,  was  thronged  with 
spectators. 

By  twelve  o'clock,  all  the  troops  were  drawn  up 
in  excellent  order,  and,  as  you  may  suppose,  pre- 
sented a  grand  coup  (TceiL  I  never  beheld  a  finer 
set  of  men  than  the  grenadiers  of  the  consular 
guard;  but  owing,  perhaps,  to  my  being  accus- 
tomed to  see  our  troops  with  short  skirts,  I 
thot:^ht  that  the  extreme  length  of  their  coats 
detracted  from  their  military  ain  The  horses 
mostly  of  Norman  breed,  could  not  be  compared 
to  our  English  steeds,  either  for  make  or  figure ; 
but,  sorry  and  rough  as  is  their  general  appear- 
ance, they  are,  I  am  informed,  capable  of  bearing 
much  fatigue>   and  Resisting  such  privations  as 
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would  soon  render  ojxr  more  sleek  casvalry  unfit 
for  service.  That  they  are  active,  and  surefooted, 
I  can  vouch ;  for,  in  all  their  sudden  wheelings 
and  evolutions  in  this  confined  space,  not  one  of 
them  stumbled.  They  formed,  indeed,  a  strtking 
contrast  to  the  beautiful  white  charger  that  was 
led  about  in  waiting  for  the  Chief  C!onsul. 

'The  band  of  the  consular  guard,  which  is  both 
numerous  and  select,  continued  playing  martial 
airs,  till  the  colours  having  been  brought  ^  d&mi 
from  the  palace,  under  the  escort  of  an  officer 
and  a  small  detachment,  the  drums  beat  auc» 
champSy  and  the  troops  pr6s^nted  arms,  wh^i 
they  were  earned  to  their  respective  stationg. 
Shortly  after,  the  impatient  steed,  just  mentioned^ 
was  conducted  to  the  foot  of  the  steps  of  the 
grand  vestibule  of  the  palace.  I  kept  my  eye 
stedfastly  fixed  on  that  spot;  and  such  was  the 
agility  displayed  by  Bonaparte  in  mounting  hi» 
horse,  that,  to  borrow  the  words  of  Shakspeare^ 
he  seemed  to 

'^  Ride  from  the  ground  like  feather'd  Mercury) 
"  And  vaulted  with  such  ease  into  Jiis  spat^ 

As  if  an  angel  dropp'd  down  from  the  douda 

To  turn  and  wind  a  fiery  Pegg.suS, 
'^  And  witch  the  world  with  noble  horsemanship. '^ 

OIF  he  went  at  a  hand  canter,  preceded,  'by  his 
^des-de-camp,  and  attended,    on   his  right,  by 
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General  Lasnes^  and  followed  by  other  superior 
ofEcers,  particularly  the  general  commanding  the 
garrison  of  Paris^  and  him  at  the  head  of  the 
district. 

Bonaparte  was  habited  in  the  consular  dress^ 
tscarlet  velvet  embroidered  with  gold^  and  wore  a 
plain  cocked  hat  with  the  national, cockade.  As 
I  purpose  to  obtain  a  nearer  view  of  him,  by 
placing  myself  in  the  apartments  of  the  palace  on 
the  next  parade  day,  I  shall  say  nothing  of  his 
person  till  that  opportunity  offers,  but  confine 
myself  to  the  military  show  in  question. 

Having  rid  rapidly  along  the  several  lines  of 
infantry  and  cavalry,  and  saluted  the  colours  as  he 
passed,  Bonaparte  (attended  by  all  his  retinue^ 
including  a  favourite  Mamal6k  whom  he  brought 
from  Egypt),  took  a  central  position,  when  the 
different  corps  successively  filed  off^  before  him 
with  most  extraordinary  briskness;  the  corps 
composing  the  consular  guard  preceded  those  of 
the  garrison  and  all  the  others :  on  incyaoy^  how- 
ever, I  find,  that  this  order  is  not  always  ob- 
served. 

It  is  no  less  extraordinary  than  true,  that  the 
news  of  the  establishment  of  this  grand  parade 
produced  on  the  mind  of  the  late  emperor  of 
Biiissia  the  first  impression  in  favour  of  the  Chief 
Consul.    No  sooner  did  Paul  !•  hear  of  the  cir- 

VOL.  I.  r 
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ipufnstance^  thaa  he  es^claim^d  s  ^^  Bon af Arts  ib, 
^^  however,  a  great  manu'' 

Although  the  day  was  6o  £»voui^ble,  the  parade 
wa5f  soon  over,  as  there  was  no  distribution  of 
arms  of  honour,  such  as  niusketa,  pistols;  swoxds, 
tattle-axes,  &c.  which  the  First  Consul  presents 
with  his  own  hand  tp  those  (xSicers  and  soldiers 

< 

who  have  distinguished  themi»rfves  by  deeds  of 
vialour  or  other  zperitoripus  ^ervicef 

The  whole  ceremony  did  npt  occupy  more  than 
half  an  hour,  vfhm  BoKA^AfiTc  alighted  at  the 
place  where  he  had  taken  horse,  and  returned  to 
his  audience-room  in  the  palace,  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  his  levee.  I  shall  embrace  a  future  op- 
portunity to  spealt  of  the  interior  etiquette  ob- 
served on  this  occasion  in  the  apartments,  and 
close  this  letter  with  an  assurance  that  you  shall 
have  an  early  account  of  the  approaching  j^^«. 


LETTER  XIIL 


Paris,  November  8,  180 J. 

Great  preparations  for  the  fSte  of  to-morrow 
have,  for  several  days,  employed  considerable  num- 
bers of  people :  it  therefore  becomes  necessary 
that  I  should  no  longer  delay  to  give  you  an  idea 
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td  tthe  pmidpal  scene  sof  action.    For  that  pur-* 
pose^  we  must  direct  our  steps  to  the 

JARDIN  DES  TUILERIES. 

This  garden,  iwWch  is  the  most  magnificent  in 
Plaris,  was  ilaid  out  by  the  celebrated  Le  Notre 
in  the  i^ign  of  Lewis  XI¥.  It  covers  a  space  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty  toises*  long  by  tone  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  broad.  To  the  north  and 
south,  it  is  bordeved,  throughout  its  length,  by  two 
terraces,  one  on  each  side,  which,  with  admirable 
art,  conceal  the  irregularity  of  the  ground,  and 
join  at  »the  fartSher  end  in  the  form  of  a  horse-shoe. 
T0  the  east,  it  is  limited  by  the  palace  of  the 
Hhileries ;  and  to  the  west,  by  the  P.iace  de  Ja 
Concorde. 

From  the  vestibule  of  the  palace,  the  perspective 
ppodraoes  a  most  striking  effect:  the  eye  ^rst 
wanders  for  a  moment  over  the  extensive  par- 
lerre,  which  is  divided  into  compartments,  planted 
with  shrubs  and  flowers,  and  decorated  with  bflsinSj 
jets^deau,  vases,  and  statues  in  marble  and  bronze ; 
it  then  penetrates  ithrough  a  venerdjle  grove  which 
ismns  a  beautiful  vista ;  and,  following  die  same 
line,  it  afterwards  disco:9iers  a  fine  road,  bordeFed 
with  iteees,  leading  hy  a  ^gentle  <asoent  to  )Pont  de 

*The  ratio  between  the  English  fathom  and  the  Frenc^ 
tolse^  as  determined  between  the  first  astronomi^l  of  *boih 
countries,  is  fu  72  to  76.7^^. 
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Neuillyy  through  the  Barrihre  de  Chailloty  where 
the  prospect  closes. 

The  portico  of  the  palace  has  been  recently  de- 
corated with  several  statues.  On  each  side  of  the 
principal  door  is  a  lion  in  marble. 

The  following  is  the  order  hi  which  the  copies 
of  antique  statues,  lately  placed  in  this  garden,  are 
at  present  disposed. 

On  the  terrace  towards  the  river,  are :  1 .  Venus 
Anadyomene.  2.  An  Apollo  of  Belvedere.  3.  The 
group  of  Laocoon.  4.  Diana,  called  by  antiquaries, 
Succincta.    5.  Hercules  carrying  Ajax. 

In  front  of  the  palace :  1 .  A  dying  gladiator. 
2.  A  fighting  gladiator.  3.  The  flayer  of  Marsyas. 
4.  Venus,  styled  d  la  coquille,  crouched  and  issuing 
from  the  bath.  N.B.  All  these  figures  are  in 
bronze. 

In  the  alley  in  front  of  the  parterre,  in  coming 
from  the  terrace  next  the  river :  1 .  Flora  Famese. 
.2.  Castor  and  Pollux.  3.  Bacchus  instructing 
.young  Hercules.  4.  Diana. 
,  On  the  gr^s-plot,  towards  the  manage  or  riding- 
house,  Hippomenes  and  Atalanta.  At  the  further 
end  is  an  Apollo,  in  front  of  the  horse-shoe  walk, 
decorated  with  a  sphynx  at  each  extremity. 
.  In  the  corresponding  gras-plot  towards  the 
river,  Apollo  and  Daphne;  and  at  the  further 
end,  a  Venus  Callypyga,  or  (according  to  the 
French  term)  atix  belles  f esses. 
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In  the  compartment  by  the  horse-chesnut  trees, 
towards  the  riding-house,  the  Centaur.  On  the 
opposite  side,  the  Wrestlers.  Farther  on,  though 
on  the  same  side,  an  AntinoUs. 

In  the  niche,  under  the  steps  in  the  middle  of 
the  terrace  towards  the  river,  a  Cleopatra. 

In  the  alley  of  orange-trees,  near  the  Place  de 
la  Concorde,  Meleager^;  and  on  the  terrace,  next 
to  th«  riding-house,  Hercules  Famese. 

In  the  niche  to  the  right,  in  front  of  the  octa- 
gonal basin,  a  Faim  carrying  a  kid.  In  the  one 
to  the  left.  Mercury  Famese. 

Independently  of  these  copies  after  the  antique, 
the  garden  is  decorated  with  several  other  modem 
statues,  by  Coyzevox,  Rbgnaudin,  Costou,  Le 
Gros,  Le  Pautre,  &c.  which  attest  the  degree  of 
perfection  that  had  been  attained,  in  the  course  of 
the  last  century,  by  French  sculptors.  For  a 
historical  account  of  them,  I  refer  you  to  a  work, 
which  I  shall  send  you  by  the  first  opportunity^ 
written  by  the  learned  Millin. 

Here,  in  summer,  the  wide*spreading  foliage  of 
the  lofty  horse-chesnut  trees  afford  a  most  agree- 
able shade  5  the  air  is  cooled  by  the  continual  play 
of  the  jetS'd'eau ;  while  upwards  of  two  hundred 
orange-trees,  which  are  then  set  out,  impregnate 
it  with  a  delightful  perfume.  The  garden  is  now 
l^ept  in  much  better  order  than  it  was  under 
the  monarchy.   The  flower-beds  are  carefully  cul- 
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thafced! ;  the  walks  are  wdl  grarvelkd^  rolled,  and 
occasionally  watered  -,  m  ^  word,  proper  attentkm 
is  paid  to  the  eonvenienice  of  the  public. 

But,  notwithstanding  these  sDttractions,  as  loii^ 
as^  it  was  necessary  for  every  person  entering  this 
garden  tp  exhibit  to*  the  sentinoels  the  national 
cockade,  several  fair  royalists  chose  to  relinqoish 
its  charming  walks,  shaded  by  trees  of  a  hundred 
years'  growth,  rather  than  comply  with  the  repnb^ 
Kcan  mandate.  Those  anti-re\irolutionary  elegantes 
resorted  to  other  pomenades  ;^  but,  since  the  ac- 
cession of  the  consular  governmept,  the  wearing  of 
this  doubtful  emblem  of  patriotism  has^  been  dis- 
pensed wit!i,  and  the  garden  of  the  Tuileries^  is 
said  to  be  now  as  much  frequented  in  the  fine  sca^ 
son  as  at  any  period  of  the  old  rigime. 

The  most  constant  visiters  are  the  quidnunts^ 
who,  according  to  the  difference'  of  the  seasons^ 
occupy  alternately  three  walks ;  the  Terrasse  des 
Feuillans  in  winter;  that  which  is  immediately 
piiderneath  in  spring ;  and  the  centre  or  grand 
alley  during  the  summer  or  autumn. 

Before  the  revolution,  this  garden  was  not  open 
to  the  populace^  except  on  the  festival  of  St.  Lewis, 
and  the  eve  preceding,  when  there  was  always  a 
public  concert,  giveit  under  a  temporary  amphi- 
theatre erected  against  the  west  faqade  of  the 
'  palaf:i(p :  at  present  no  person  whatever  is  refused 
admittance. 
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There  are  six  entrances,  at  each  of  which  sen- 
tinels are  regularly  inortttited  from  the  grena^Bers 
of  the  consulaf  guard ;  and,  hidepcndently  of  the 
grand  guard-room  over  the  vestibule  of  the  pa- 
lace, there  is  otie  at  the  end  of  the  garden  which 
0|>ens  on  the  Place  de  la  Concorde^  and  another 
on  the  Terrasse  des  Feuillans, 

But  what  is  infinitely  more  interesting,  on  this 
terrace,  is  a  new  and  elegant  building,  somewhat 
resembling  a  casino^  which  at  once  unites  every 
accommodation  that  can  be  wished  for  in  a  coffee- 

» 

house,  a  tavern,  or  a  confectioner's.  Here  you 
may  breakfast  i  Vjingtaise  or  it  lafourchette^  that 
is  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  in  the  French 
fashion,  read  the  papers,  dine,  or  sup  sumptuously 
hi  any  style  you  choose,  or  drink  coffee  and  li- 
queurs, or  merely  eat  ices.  While  thus  engaged^ 
you  enjoy  a  foil  view  of  the  company  passing  and 
repassing,  and  what  adds  beyond  measure  to  the 
beauty  of  the  scene,  is  the  presence  of  the  ladies^ 
who  not  unfrequently  come  hither  with  their  ad- 
mirers to  indulge  in  a  tSte-i-tSte,  or  make  larger 
parties  to  dine  or  sup  at  these  fashionable  rendez- 
vous of  good  cheer. 

According  to  the  scandalous  chronicle,  V^ry,  the 
master  of  the  house,  is  indebted  to  the  charms  of 
his  wife  for  the  occupation  of  this  tasteful  edifice, 
which  had  been  erected  by  the  government  on  a 
Spot  of  ground  that  was  national  property,  an4;  of 
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course^  at  its  disposal.  Several  candidates  were  de« 
sirous  to  be  tenants  of  a  building  at  once  so  ele-r 
gant  and  So  centrical.  V^ry  himself  had  been  un- 
successful, though  he  had  offered  a  pot  de  vin  (that 
is  the  Parisian  term  for  good-mill)  pf  five  hundred 
louis,  and  §ix  thousand  francs  a  year  rent.  His 
handsome  wife  even  began  to  apprehend  that  her 
mission  would  be  attended  with  no  better  fortune. 
She  presented  herself,  however,  to  the  then  Minis- 
ter of  tlie  Interior,  ^hp,  unrelenting  ^  he  had  hh 
the^o  been  to  all  the  competitors,  did  not  happen 
tp  be  a  Scipio.  Op  the  contrary,  he  \s  sai4  to  have 
been  so  struck  by  the  person  of  the  fsdr  supplicant, 
that  he  at  once  declared  his  readiness  to  accede  to 
her  request,  on  condition  that  she  would  favour  him 
with  her  company  to  supper,  and  not  forget  tq 
put  her  night-cap  in  her  pocket..  Relata  refero. 

Be  thi§  as  it  may,  I  assure  you  that  Madame 
Very,  without  being  a  perfect  beauty,  is  what  the 
French  call  a  heau  corps  de  Jemme,^  or,  in  plain 
English,  a  ve|y  desirable  woman,  apd  such  as  few 

n^inisters  of  LP.  B — ^ te's  years  \yould  choose 

to  dismiss  unsatisfied.  This  is  not  the  age  of  cop- 
tinence,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  any  man  who 
sees  and  converses  with  the  amiably  Madame 
Very,  if  he  do  not  envy  the  Minister  the  noctur- 
nal sacrifice,  will,  on  contemplating  the  elegance 
pf  her  arrangements,  at  least  allow  that  this  spot  of 
gfound  has  not  been  disposed  of  to  disadvantage. 
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Every  step  we  take-in  this  quarter  of  Paris,  calls  to 
mind  some  remarkable  circumstance  of  the  history 
of  the  revolution.  As  the  classic  reader,  in  visiting 
Troasy  would  endeavour  to  trace  the  site  of  those 
interesting  scenes  described  in  the  sublime  num-» 
bers  of  the  prince  of  poets ;  so  the  calm  observer, 
in  perambulating  this  garden,  cannot  but  reflect 
on  tfie  great  political  events  of  which  it  has  been 
\\ie  theatre.  In  front  of  the  west  faqade  of  the 
palace,  the  unfortunate  Lewis  XVI,  reviewed  the 
Swiss,  and  some  of  the  national  guards,  very  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  1 0th  of  August  1 792.  On 
the  right,  close  to  the  Terrasse  des  Feuillans,  still 
stands  the  manage  or  riding-house,  where  the 
National  Assembly  at  that  time  held  their  sittings, 

and  whither  the  king,  with  his  family,  was  con- 

* 

ducted  by  Roeber^r,  the  deputy.  That  building, 
after  having  since  served  for  various  purposes,  is 
at  present  shut  up,  and  will,  probably,,  be  taken 
down,  in  consequence  of  projected  improvements 
in  this  quarter. 

In  the  centre  of  the  west  end  of  the  garden, 
was  the  fomous  Pont  tournanty  by  which,  on  the 
1 1th  of  July  1789,  the  Prince  de  Lambesc  entered 
it  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  of  cavalry,  and,  by 
maltreating  some  peaceable  saunterers,  gave  the 
Parisians  a  specimen  of  what  they  were  to  expect 
^  from  the  disposition  of  the  court.    This  inconsi- 
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derate  galopade,  as  the  French  term  it,  was  the 
first  signal  of  the  general  insurrection. 

The  Pont  tournant  is  destroyed,  and  the  ditch 
filled  upi  Leaving  the  garden  of  the  Tuikries  by 
this  issue,  we  enter  the 

PLACE  DE  LA  CONCORDE. 

This  is  the  new  name  given  to  the  Place  de 
Xjouis  XV.  After  the  abolition  of  royalty  in 
France,  if  was  called  the  Place  de  la  Revolution. 
When  the  reign  of  terror  ceased,  by  the  fall  of 
Robespierre,  it  obtained  its  present  appellation, 
which  forms  a  strong  contrast  to  the  number  of 
victims  that  have  here  been  sacrificed  to  the  de- 
mon of  faction. 

This  square,  which  is  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
feet  in  length  by  six  hundred  and  thirty  in  breadth, 
was  planned  after  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and  finished  in  1763.  It  forms  a  parallelogram 
with  its  angles  cut  off,  which  arc  surrounded  by 
ditches,  guarded  by  balustrades,  breast  high.  To 
repair  from  the  Tuileries  to  the  Champs  ElysSes, 
you  cross  it  in  a  straight  line  from  east  to  west, 
and  from  north  to  south,  to  proceed  from  the 
Rue  de  la  Concorde  (ci-devant  Rue  Roy  ale)  to  the 
Pont  de  la  Concorde  (ci-devant  Pont  de  Louis 
XVt) 

Near  the  intersection  of  these  roads'  stood  the 
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^eqmstnan  statue  in  Ix-onze  of  Lewis  XV^ 
"which  caught  the  eye  in  a  direct  line  with  the 
centre  of  the  grand  alley  of  the  garden  of  the 
Tuileries.  It  has  since  been  replaced  by  a  statue 
of  Liberty.  This  colossal  figure  was  removed  a  few 
.days  ago,  and^  by  all  accounts^  will  not  be  re* 
creetedl 

The  north  part  of  tMs  square,  the  only  one 
that  is  occupied  by  buildings,  presents,  on  each 
side  of  the  Eue  de  la  Concorde,  two  edifices,  each 
^wo"  hundred  and  forty-eight  feet  in  front,  deco- 
rated with  insulated  columns  of  the  Corinthian 
©rder,  to  the  number  of  twelve,  and  terminated 
by  two  pavilions,  with  six  columns,  crowned  by  a 
pediment.  Oh  the  ground-floor  of  these  edifices, 
©ne  of  which,  that  next  the  Tuileries,  was  formerly 
the  Gardd^Meuble  de  la  Couronne,  are  arcades  that 
form  a  gallery,  in  like  manner  as  the  colonnade 
above,  the  cornice  of  which  is  surmounted  by  a 
balustrade.  I  have  been  thus  particular  in  describ- 
ing this  faqade,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  judge  of 
the  charming  effect  which  it  must  produce,  when 
illuminated  with  thousands  of  lamps  on  the  occa- 
sk)n  of  the  grand  y^^e  in  honour  of  peace,  which 
takes  place  to-morrow. 

It  was  in  the  right  hand  comer  of  this  square, 
as  you  come  out  of  the  garden  of  the  Tuileries  by 
the  centre  issue,  that  the  terrible  guillotine  was 
erected.     From  the  window  of  a  friend's  room. 
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where  I  am  now  writing,  I  behold  the  very  spot 
which  has  so  often  been  drenched  with  the  mixed 
blood  of  princes,  poets,  legislators,  philosophers^ 
and  plebeians.  On  that  spot  too  fell  the  head  of 
one  of  the  most  powerful  monarchs  in  Europe. 

I  have  heard  much  regret  expressed  respecting 
this  execution ;  I  have  witnessed  much  lamenta* 
tion  excited  by  it  both  lH  England  and  France ; 
but  I  question  whether  any  of  those  loyal  subjects, 
who  deserted  their  king  when  they  ,saw  him  in 
danger,  will  ever  manifest  the  sincere  aifection, 
the  poignant  sensibility  of  Dominique  Saraspb* 

To  follow  Henry  IV  to  the  battle  of  Ivry  in 
1 583,  Sarrrde  had  his  wounded  leg  cut  off^  in 
order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  sit  on  horse- 
back. This  was  not  all.  His  attachment  to  his 
royal  master  was  so  great,  that,  in  passing  through 
the  Rue  de  la  Ferronnerie  two  d^ys  after  the  as- 
sassination of  that  prince,  and  surveying  the  fatal 
place  where  it  had  been  committed,  he  was  so 
overcome  by  grief,  that  he  fell  almost  dead  on  the 
spot,  and  actually  expired  the  next  morning.  I 
question,  I  say,  whether  any  one  of  those  emi-. 
grants,  who  made  so  officious  a  display  of  their 
z^al,  when  they  knew  it  to  be  unavailing,  will 
ever  moisten  with  a  single  tear  the  small  space  of 
earth  stained  with  the  blood  of  their  unfortunate 
monarch. 

Since  I  have  been  in  Paris,  I  have  met  with  s^ 
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person  of  great  respectability,  totally  unconnected 
with  politics,  who  was  present  at  several  of  those 
executions :  at  first  he  attended  them  from  curi- 
osity, which  soon  degenerated  into  habit,  and  at 
last  became  an  occupation.  He  successively  be* 
held  the  death  of  Charlotte  Corday,  Madame  Ro* 
land,  Louis  XVI,  Marie  Antoinette,  Madame 
Elizabeth,  Philippe  Egalite,  Madame  du  Barry, 
Danton,  Robespierre,  Couthon,  St.  Just,  Henriot, 
Fouquier-Tinville,  cum  micltis  aliis,  too  nume- 
rous to  mention. 

Among  other  particulars,  this  person  informed 
me  that  Lewis  XVI  struggled  much,  by  which  the 
fatal  instrument  cut  through  the  back  of  his 
head,  and  severed  his  jaw:  the  queen  was  more 
reagned ;  on  the  scaffold,  she  even  apologized  to 
Samson,  the  executioner  in  chief,  for  treading 
accidentally  on  his  toe.  Madame  Roland  met 
her  fate  with  the  calm  heroism  of  a  Roman 
matron.  Charlotte  Corday  died  with  a  serene 
and  dignified  countenance;  one  of  the  execu- 
tioners having  seized  her  head  when  it  fdl,  and 
given  it  several  slaps,  this  base  act  of  cowardice 
raised  a  general  murmur  among  the  people. 

As  to  Robespierre,  no  sooner  had  he  ascended 
the  scaffold,  amid  the  vociferous  acclamations  of 
the  joyful  multitude,  than  :he  executioner  tore 
off  the  dirty  bandage  in  which  his  wounded  head 
was  enveloped,  and  which  partly  concealed  his 
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pale  and  ferocious  visage.    This  made  the  wretcfc 
roar  like  a  wild  beast.    His  under  jaw  t!hen  fall- 
ing from  the  upper,  and  streams  of  bJood  gush^ 
ing  from  the  wound,  gave  him  the  most  ghastly 
appearance  that  can  be  imagined.     Whjai  the 
national  razor,  as  the  gmHotine  was  called  by  his 
partisans,  severed  Robei^icrre's  head  fnom  his 
body ;  aod  the  executioner,  taking  it  Iby  the  hair, 
held  it  up  to  the  view  of  th«  spedators,  the  plau- 
dits lasted  for  twenty  minutes.    Couthon,  St.  Ji2st^ 
and  Henriot,  his  heralds  of  munkr,  who  were 
placed  ill  the  same  cart  with  himsdf,  fiext  paid 
the  ddjt  of  their  crimes.    They  were  much  dis- 
figured, and  the  last  had  lost  an  eye.    Twenty- 
two  persons  were  guillotined  at  the  same  time 
with  Robespierre,  all  of  them  his  satellites.     The 
next  day,  seventy  members  of  the  cemmune^  ajod 
the  day  following  twelve  others,  shared  the  Ate 
of  tlieir  atrocious  leader,  who,  not  many  hojuri^ 
before,  was  styled  the  virtuous  and  incorruptible 
patriot 

You  may,  probably,  imagine  that,  whatever 
dispatch  might  be  employed,  the  execution  of 
seventy  persons,  would  demand  a  rather  con- 
siderable portion  of  time,  an  hour  and  a  half,  or 
two  hours,  for  instaice.  But,  how  wide  of  the 
mark !  Samson,  the  executioner  of  Paris,  worked 
the  guillotine  with  such  astonishing  quickness, 
that,  i^cluding  the  preparatives  of  the  punish- 
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H)ent^  he  has  been  kaown  to  cut  off  no  less  than 
forty-five  heads,  the  one  after  the  other,  in  the 
^hort  space  of  fifteen  minutes;  consequently,  at 
this  expeditious  rate  of  three  heads  in  one  minute, 
it  required  no  more  than  twenty-three  minutes 
and  twenty  seconds  to  decapitate  seventy  persons. 

Guillotin,  the  physician,  who  invented  or  ra- 
ther  improved  this  machine,  which  is  called  after 
his  name  with  zfemimne  termination,  is  said  to 
have  been  a  man  of  humanity;  and,  on  that  prin- 
ciple alone,  be  recorainended  the  use  of  it,  from 
the  idea  of  saving  from  painful  sensations  crimi- 
nals condemned  to  die.  Seeing  the  abuse  made 
of  it,  from  the  facility  which  it  afforded  of  di^ 
patching  several  pei^ns  in  a  few  minutes,  he 
took  tiie  circumstance  so  much  to  heart  tjbat 
grief  speedily  shortened  his  existence. 

According  to  Robespierre,  however,  the  axe  of 
the  guillotine  did  not  do  sufficient  execution- 
One  of  his  satellites  announced  to  him  the  inven- 
tion of  an  instrument  whicJii  struck  off  nine  heads 
at  once :  the  discovery  pleased  him,  aaad  he  caused 
several  trials  of  this  new  machine  to  be  made  at 
Bicitre.  It  did  not  answer;  Init  human  nature 
gained  nothing  by  its  failure.  Instead  of  half  a 
dozen  victims  a  day,  Robespierre  wished  to  have 
daily  fifty  or  sixty,  or  more;  and  he  was  but  too 
well  obeyed.  Not  only  had  he  his  own  private 
lists  of  proscription ;  but  all  his  creatures,  frcan 
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the  president  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  dowil 
to  the  under-jailers,  had  similar  lists;  and  the 
almanac  royaly  or  French  court  calendar,  was 
converted  into  one  by  himself. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  streets  through  which 
the  unfortunate  sufferers  were  carried,  wearied  at 
length  by  the  daily  sight  of  so  melancholy  a 
spectacle,  ventured  to  utter  complaints.  Robe- 
spierre, no  less  suspicious  than  cruel,  was  alaniied, 
and,  dreading  an  insurrection,  removed  the  scene 
of  slaughter.  The  scaffold  was  erected  on  the 
Place  de  la  Bastille :  but  the  inhabitants  of  this 
quarter  also  murmured,  and  the  guillotine  was 
transferred  to  the  Barrthre  St.  jintoine. 

Had  not  this  modem  Nero  been  cut  off  in  the 
midst  of  his  cruelties,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
where  he  would  have  stopped.  Being  one  day 
asked  the  question,  he  coolly  answered:  '^  The 

generation  which  has  witnessed  the  old  regime^ 

will  always  regret  it.  Every  individual  who  was 
^^  more  thto  fifteen  in  1 789,  must  be  put  to 
^'  death :  this  is  the  only  way  to  consolidate  the 
*^  revolution." 

It  was  the  same  in  the  departments  as  in  Paris. 
Every  where  blood  ran  in  streams.  In  all  the 
principal  towns  the  guillotine  was  rendered  per- 
manent, in  order,  as  Robespierre  expressed  him- 
self, to  regenerate  the  nation.  If  this  sanguinary- 
monster  did  not  intend  to  *^  wade  through  slaugh- 
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^'  ter  to  a  throne/'  it  is  certain  at  least  that  he 
^^  shut  the  gates  of  mercy  on  mankind." 

But  what  cannot  fail  to  excite  your  astonish- 
ment and  that  of  every  thinking  person,  is,  that,  in 
the  midst  of  these  executions,  in  the  midst  of 
these  convulsions  of  the  state,  in  the  midst  of 
these  struggles  for  power,  in  the  midst  of  these 
outcries  against  the  despots  of  the  day,  in  the 
midst  of  famine  even,  not  artificial,  but  real ;  in 
short,  in  the  midst  of  an  accumulation  of  horrors 
almost  unexampled,   the   fiddle   and   tambourin 
never  ceased.     Gralas,  concerts,   and  balls  were 
given  daily  in  incredible   numbers;  and  no  less 
than  from  fifteen  to  twenty  theatres,  besides  se- 
veral other  places  of  public  entertainment,  were 
constantly  open>  and  almost  as  constantly  filled. 

P.  S.  I  am  this  moment  informed  of  the  arrival 
of  Lord  Comwallis. 


LETTER  XIV. 

Paris,  November  lO,  1801. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  there  was  a  represen- 
tation gratis  at  all  the  theatres,  it  being  the  eve 
of  the  great  day,  of  the  occurrences  of  which  I 
.  yoj..  I.  £ 
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shall  now,  agreeably  to  oiy  pipmise,  end^ay.Oi:^^  to 
give  you  a  narrative.     I  m^^  the 

NATIONAL  F£TE, 

In   honour  op  Peace. 

Celebrated  on  the  ISth  of  Brummre,  year  X^ 

the  anniversary  of  Bonapa^te^s 

accession  to  the  consulate*   ^ 

Noti;^ithstanding  the.  prayers  which  thie  I^^ 
sians  had  addressee^,  to  th§  sun,  for  tl^  pr^^ec^Qg 
twenty-four  hpurs^ 

" Node  plait  tota,  redemt  spectactda  nuxfiCy* 

k  rained  all  night,  and  was  still  raiiiing  yester^y 
morning,  when  the  d^y  wda  usheried  in  by  di^ 
charges  df  artillery  from,  the  saluting  b^tteiy  at 
the  H4t€l  des  Inv(*lides.  Thisj  did  npt  disturl> 
me ;  I  slept  soundly  till,  about  eight  o'clock,  a 
tintani^aiTe  of  trumpets^  ket(tle^drums>  &c.  ahnost 
directly  under  my  window,  rpused  me  fcorn^ 
my  peaceful  slumber.  For  fear  of  losing  the 
sight,  I  immediately  fM-esaited  myself  at  the 
casement,  just  as  I  rose,  in  my  shirt  and  night- 
cap. The  officers  of  the  police^  headed  by  the 
Prefect,  and  escorted  by  a^  party  of  dragoons^ 
came  to  the  Place  des  Fictoires,  as  the  third  sta- 
tion, to  give  publicity,  by  word  of  mouth,  to  the- 
Proclamation  of  the  Consuls,  of  which  I  indoise- 
yjousL  printed  copy.  The  civil  officers  waere  hat^ 
bited  in  their  dresses  of  parade,  and  decorated 


with  tmofoured  sadtes ;  the  Heads  of  their  steeds^ 
whiehy  fey  the  1^,  were  not  of  a  fiery,  metUesome 
f Me>  b^ng  adismed  m  lik^  manner. 

Thiff  ceremdny  beiifig  over,  I  returned  not  to 
becl,  but  sat  cfioWn  to  a  mbstatlCial  breakfast, 
iTi^eft  I  con^dered  necessary  for  preparing  my 
strength  hr  the  gfeSA  fatigues^  of  so  busy  a  day^. 
Presently  the  streets  were  crowded  with  people 
moving  towardi*  the  tiver-sidei  though  small,  but 
heavy  rain  continued  falfing  all  the  forenoon.  1 
therefore  remmned  at  home,  knowing  that  there 
was:  nothing' yet  to  be  seen  for  which  it  was 
worth  while  to  expdse  myself  to  a  good  wetting. 

At  two  oVJock  tiie  sun  appeared,  as  if  to  satisfy 
the  eagef  dfesire  of  the  Parisians ;  the  mist  ceased^ 
and  the  weather  assumed  a  promising  aspect.  Iti 
s^  moment  the  crowd  in  the  streets^  was  aug- 
mented By  a  number  of  persons  who  had  till  now 
kept  within  doors^  in  readiness  td  go  out,  like  thcf 
Jews  keeping  Easter,  cincti  renihus  &  comedentes 
^/vstinantur.  I  also  sallied  forth,  but  alone,  having 
previously  refused  every  invitation  from  my  friends 
and  acquaintance  to  place  myself  at  any  window, 
or  join  any  party,  conceiving  that  the  best  mode 
to  follow  the  bent  of  my  humour  was  to  go  unac- 
companied, and;  not  confining  myself  to  any  par- 
ticular spot  or  person,  stroll  about  wherever  the 
mxyst  intere^tig  objects  presented  themselves. 

With  this  view,.  I  directed  my  steps  towards 
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the  Tuileries,  which,  in.  spite  of  the.4mfB^e 
crowd,  I  reached  without  the  smallest  inconye- 
nience.  The  appearance  of  carriages  of  every 
kind  had  been  strictly  prohibited,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  tl>pse  belonging  to  the  British  ^am- 
bassador; a  compliment  well  intended,  no  doubt, 
and  very  gratifying  when  the  streets  were  so  ex- 
tremely dirty. 

For  some  time  I  amused  myself  with  surveying 
the  different  countenances  of  the  groups  within 
immediate  reach  of  my  observation,  and  which 
to  me  was  by  no  means  the  least  diverting  part 
of  the  scene ;  but  on  few  of  them  could  I  discover 
any  other  impression  than  that  of  curiosity:  I 
then  took  my  station  in  the  garden  of  the  Tui- 
levies y  on  the  terrace  next  the  river.    Hence,  was 
a  view  of  the  Temple  of  Commerce  rising  above 
the  water,  on  that  part  of  the  Seine  comprised 
between  the  Pont  National  and  the  Pont  Neuf. 
The  quays  on  each  side  were  full  of  people;  and 
the  windows,  as  well  as  the  roofs  of  all  the  neigh- 
bouring houses,  were  crowded  beyond  conception. 
In  the  newspapers,  the  sum  of  500  francs,  or  ^1^20 
sterling,  was  asked  for  the  hire  of  a  single  window 
of  a  house  in  that  quarter, 
.  Previously  to  my  arrival,  a  flotilla  of  boats, 
decked  with  streamers  and  flags  of  different  co- 
lours, had  ascended  the  river  from   Chaillot  to 
this  temple,  and  were  executing  divers  evolutions 
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around  it,  fbr  the  entertainment  of  the  Parisians, 
who  quite  drowned'  the  music  hy  their  more  noisy 
acclan^ations. 

About  half  after  three,  the  First  Consul  ap.. 
peared  at  one  .of  the  windows  of  the  apartments 
of  the  Third  Consul,  Lebrun,  which,  being  si- 
tuated in  the  Pavilion  de  Flore,  as  it  is  called,  at 
the  south  end  of  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries,  com- 
mand a  complete  view  of  the  river.  He  and  Le- 
brun were  both  dressed  in  their  consular  uniform. 

In  a  few  minutes,  a  balloon,  previously  prepared 
at  this  floating  Temple  of  Commerce,  and  adorned 
with'  the  Hags  of  difFerent  nations,  ascended 
thence  with  majestic  slowness,  and  presently  took 
an  almost  horizontal  direction  to  the  south-west. 
In  the  car  attached  to  it  were  Gamerin,  the  ce- 
jebrated  aeronaut,  his  wife,  and  two  other  persons, 
who  kept  waving  their  tricoloured  flags,  but  were 
soon  under  the  necessity  of  putting  them  away 
for  a  moment,  and  getting  rid  of  some  of  their 
ballast,  in  order  to  clear  the  steeples  and  other 
lofty  objects  which  appeared  to  lie  in  their  route. 
The  balloon,  thus  lightened,  rose  above  the 
grosser  part  of  the  atmosphere,  but  with  such 
little  velocity  as  to  afford  the  most  gratifying 
spectacle  to  an  immense  number  of  spectators. 

While  following  it  with  my  eyes,  I  began  to 
draw  comparisons  in  my  mind,  and  reflect  oil  the 
r^pid  improvement  made  ii>  these  machines,  since 


\ 
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I  had  seen  Bianchaid  and  his  friend^  Dr.  ItffieilM^ 
leave  Dover  Qiflfin  January  1745.  They  landed 
safely  within  a  short  distance  of  Calais^  as  eivery  dfiK^ 
Imows :  yet  few  persons  then  conceired  it  poB^ble^ 
or  at  least  probaUe^  that  balloons  coidd  ever  be  af»- 
plied  to  any  u^^fol  purpose^  still  less  to  the  art  <pf 
war.  We  find,  however,  that  at  the  batda  isf 
Fleurus,  where  the  Austrifins  w^e  defeated^ 
Jourdan,  the  French  General,  was  not  a  little  in* 
debted  for  his  victory  to  the  intelligence  given 
him  of  the  enemy^s  dispositions  by  his  aeronautic 
reconnoitring-party. 

The  sagacious  Franklin  speihs  to  have  hid  a 
presentiment  of  the  future  utility  <!)f  this  inven- 
tion. On  the  first  eKperiitients  being  made  of  it, 
some  one  asked  him ;  "  Of  what  use  ^re  balloons  ?*' 
-r-^^  Of  what  use  is  4  new-born  cbildl**  was  the 
philosqpher's  answer. 

Gamerin  apd  his  fellow-travpUers  being  ttow  at 
such  a  distance  as  not  to  interest  an  observer  un- 
provided with^  telescope,  I  thought  it  most  prur 
dent  to  gratify  that  ever-rreturning  desire,  which, 
according  to  Dr.  Johnspn,  excites  opce  a  day  a 
serioiis  idea  in  the  mind  even  of  the  most  thought- 
less^ I  accordingly  retired  to  my  own  apartments, 
where  I  had  taken  care  that  dinner  should  be  pror 
vided  for  myself  and  a  friend,  who,  assenting  to 
the  propriety  of  allowing  every  man  the  indul- 
gence of  his  own  caprice,  had,  like  jne,    bep^ 
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taking  a  strdl  alone  among  the  innumerable 
miftltitude  of  Paris. 

After  *dinnefr,  my  fifeftd  and  I  sat  chatting  over 
6ur  dessert,  in  order  that  we  might  not  arrive  too 
soon  at  the  scene  of  action.  At  six,  however^ 
we  tdse  from  tabte>  and  separated.  I  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  Ihileries,  which  I  entered  bj 
the  centre  gate  of  the  Place  du  CarrotueL  The 
#h6le  feqade  of  the  palace,  from  the  base  of  the 
lowest  pillars  up  to  the  very  tumets  of  the  pavilions, 
comprising  the  entablatureSj  &c.  was  decorated 
with  thousands  of  lampi&nsy  whence  issued  a 
steady,  glaring  light.  By  way  of  parenthesis,  I 
must  inform  you  that  these  lampions  are  nothing 
more  than  little  circular  earthen  pans,  somewhat 
resehibling  those  which  are  used  in  England  as 
receptacles  for  'small  flower-pots.  They  are  not 
filled  with  oil,  but  vnih  a  substance  prepared 
from  the  ofiife  of  oxen  and  in  which  a  thick  wick 
is  previously  placed.  Althoiigh  the  body  of  light 
proceeding  from  lampiom '  of  this  description 
braves  the  weather,  yet  the  smoke  which  they 
produce,  is  no  inconsiderable  drawback,  on  the 
effect  of  their  ^lendoiir. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  brilliancy  o(  the 
coup  (Tceil  from  the  vestibule  of  the  palace  of  the 
Tuileries.  The  grand  alley,  as  well  as  the  end 
of  the  parterre  on  each  side  and  the  edges  of  the 
basins,  was  illuminated  in  a  style  equally  tasteful 
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and  splendid.  ^The  frame-work  on  which  the 
lamps  were  disposed  by  millions,  represented  lofty 
arcades  of  elegant  proportion,  with  their  several 
pillars,  cornices,  and  other  suitable  ornaments.  The 
eye,  astonished,  though  not  dazzled,  penetrated 
through  the  garden,  and,  directed  by  this  avenue 
of  light,  embraced  a  view  of  the  temporary 
obelisk  erected  on  the  ridge  of  the  gradual  ascent, 
where  stands  the  Barrihre  de  Chaillot ;  the  road  on 
each  side  of  the  Champs  Elysees  presenting  an 
illuminated  perspective,  whose  vanishing   point 

» 

was  the  obelisk  before-mentioned. 

After  loitering  a  short  time  to  contemplate  the 
west  faqade  of  the  palace,  which,  excelling  that 
of  the  east  in  the  richness  of  its  architecture, 
also  excelled  it  in  the  splendoiir  of  its  illumina- 
tions, I  advanced  along  the-,  centre  or  grand  alley 
to  the  Place  de  la  Concorde.  Here,  rose  three 
Temples  oi  correct  design  and  beautiful  symmetry, 
the  most  spacious  of  which,  placed  in  the  centre, 
was  dedicated  to  Peacey  that  on  the  right  hand 
to  the  jirtSy  and  that  on  the  left  to  Industry. 

In  front  of  these  temples,  was  erected  an  ex-. 
tensive  platform,  about  five  feet  above  the  level 
Qf  the  ground,  on  which  was  exhibited  a  panto- 
mime,, representing,  as  I  was  informed,  the  horrors 
0f  war  succeeded  by  the  blessings  of  peace. 
Though  I  arrived  in  time  to  have  seen  at  least  a 
part  of  it,  I  saw  nothing,  except  the  back  of  the 
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spectators  immediately  before  me,  and  others, 
mouiited  on  chairs  and  benches,  some  of  whom 
seemed  to  consider  themselves  fortunate  if  they 
recovered  their  legs,  when  they  came  now  and 
then  to  the  ground,  by  losing  their  equilibrium. 
These  little  accidents  diverted  me  for  the  moment; 
but  a  misadventure  of  a  truly-comic  nature  af- 
forded me  more  entertainment  than  any  panto- 
mime I  ever  beheld,  and  amply  consoled  me  for 
b^ing  thus  confined  to  the  back-ground. 

A  lusty  young  Frenchman,  who,  from  his 
head-dress  h  la  Titus^  I  shall  distinguish  by  that 
name,  escorting  a  lady  >vhom,  on  account  of  her 
beautiful  hair,  I  shall  style  Berenice,  stood  on 
one  of  the  hindmost  benches.  The  belle,  ha- 
bited in  a  tunic  d  la  Grecque,  with  a  species  of 
sandals  which  displayed  the  elegant  form  of  her 
leg,  was  unfortunately  not  of  a  stature  sufficiently 
commanding  to  see  over  the  heads  of  the  other 
spectators.  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  the  gen- 
tleman called  out  ^^  d  has  les  chapeauxT  When 
the  hats  were  off,  the  lady  still  saw  no  better. 
What  will  not  gallantry  suggest  to  a  man  of 
fashionable  education?  Our  considerate  youth 
perceived,  at  no  great  distance,  some  persons 
standing  on  a  plank  supported  by  a  couple  of 
casks.  Confiding  the  fair  Berenice  to  my  care, 
he  vanished :  but,  almost  in  an  instant,  he  Re- 
appeared^ followed  by  two  men,  bearing  an  empty 
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hogshead^  which,  it  seeitis,  h6  procured  from  the 

tavef a  at  the  w^t  entrance  of  tile   7kdl^&s. 

To  pl^e  the  Cask  netr  the  feet  of  the  hA^,  pi^y 

for  it^  and  fix  h&r  on  it^  was  the  iM&iMiSS  of  ^ 

UKHHetit.    Here  then  she  was,  like  a  statue  oh 

its  pedestal,  enjoying  the  double  giiitificatr6ft  of 

seeing  and  being  seeil.    But,  for  ehjo}rme*it  t6 

be  complete,  we  tniftt  share  it  with  those  we  l6ve. 

Oft  examining  the  space  where  she  stood,  th^ 

lady  saw  there  was  room  for  two,  and  accordingly 

invited  the  gentleman  to  place  himself  beade  her. 

In  Vain  he  resisted  her  entreaties;    in  V^ain  he 

feared  to  incommode  her.    She  commaiided ;  he 

could  do  no  less  thkn  6bey.     Stepping  uf)  on  thfe 

bench,  he  thfehce  nimbly  sprang  to  the  cask; 

but,  Oi  fatal  cataBtrophei  while>  by  the  light  of 

the  neighbouring  clusters  of  lamps,  e\^ery  one 

around  was  admiring  the  mutual   attention    of 

this  sympathizing  pair,  in  went  the  head  of  the 

hogshead. 

Our  tilUthen-envied  couple  fell  suddenly  up 
to  the  middle  of  the  leg  in  the  wine4ees  left  in 
the  cask,  by  which  they  were  bespattered  up  to 
their  very  eyes.  Nor  was  this  all:  being  loo 
eager  to  extricate  themselves,  they  overset  the 
04dci  and  came  to  the  ground^  rolling  in  it  and 
its  offensive  Contents,  It  would  be  no  easy  mat* 
ter  to  picture  the  ludicrous  situation  of  Citizen 
Titm  9nd  Madame  Berenice,   This  being  the  only 
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diiicfauif  nsodting  from  their  fail,  a  universal  burst 
of  laughter  seized  the  sorroitfuling  spectators,  in 
wiiich  I  taiok  so  oonsklerable  a  share,  that  I  could 
pot  inometii^tely  afibrd  my  assistance. 


LETTER  XV. 

Parisj  Nmember  11,  1801. 

What  Fortunate  people  are  the  Parisians!    Yes- 
terday evening  so  thick  a  fog  came  on,  all  at 
once,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  discern  the 
lamps  in  the  streets,  even  \vhen  they  were  di- 
rectly over-head.     Had  the  fog  occurred  twenty- 
four  hours  eaiiier,  the  effect  of  the  illuminations 
would  have  been  entirely  lost ;   and  the  blind 
would  have  had  the  advantage  over  the  cle^-» 
sighted.    This  assertion  experience  has  proved: 
fpr,  some  years  ago,  when  there  was,  for  several 
successive  days,  a  duration  of  such  fogs  in  Paris, 
it  was  found  necessary,  by  persons  who  had  busi- 
ness to  transact  out  of  doors,  to  hire  the  blind 
men  belonging  to  the  hospital  of-  the  Quinze-i 
Fingts^  to  lead  them  about  the  streets.    These 
guides,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  capital,  were  paid  by  the  hour, 
and  sometimes,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  each 
pf  them  cleared  ^ye  louis, 
I 
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Last  night,  persons  in  carriages,  were  compelleii 
to  alight,  and  grope  their  way  home  as  they 
could:  in  this  manner,  after  first  carefully  as- 
certaining where  I  was,  and  keeping  quite  close 
.  to  the  wall,  I  reached  my  lodgings  In  safety,  in 
spite  of  numberless  interrogations  put  to  me  by 
people  who  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  lost 
,  themselves. 

When  I  was  interrupted  in  my  account  of 
the  fittj  we  were,  if  I  mistake  hot,  on  the  Flace 
de  la  Concorde, 

Notwithstanding  the  many  loads  of  small 
gravel  scattered  here,  with  a  view  of  keeping 
the  place  clean,  the  quantity  of  mud  collected 
in  the  space  of  a  few  hours  was  really  astonishing.. 
N'importe  was  the  word.  No  fine  lady,  by  what- 
ever motive  she  was  attracted  hither,  regretted  at 
the  moment  being  up  to  her  ankle§  in  dirt,  or 
having  the  skirt  of  her  dress  bemired.  All  was 
busy  curiosity,  governed  by  peaceable  order. 

For  my  part,  I  never  experienced  the  smallest 
uncomfortable  squeeze,  except,  indeed,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  pantomime,  when  the  impatient 
crowd  rushed  forward,  and,  regardless  of  the 
fixed  bayonets  of  the  guards  in  possession  of  the 
platform,  carried  it  by  storm.  Impelled  by  the 
torrept,  I  fortunately  happened  to  be  nearly  in 
front  of  the  steps,  and,  in  a  few  seconds,  I  found 
myself  safely  landed  on  the  platform,  -  ^ 
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The.  gtKird  now  receiving  a  seasonable  rein- 
forcement, order  was  presently  restored  without 
bloodshed;  and,  though  several  persons  were 
jinder  the  necessity  of  making  a  retrograde  move- 
ment, on  my  declaring  that  I  was  an  jpnglishman, 
I  was  suffered  to  retain  my  elevated  position,  till 
the  musicians  composing  the  orchestras,  appro-^ 
priated  to  each  of  the  three  temples,  had  taken 
their  stations.  Admittance  then  became  ge- 
neral, and  the  temples  were  presently  so  crowded 
that  the  dancers  had  much  difficulty  to  find  room 
to  perform  the  figures. 

Good-humour  and  decorum,  however,  pre- 
vailed to  such  a  degree  that,  during  the  number 
of  hours  I  mixed  in  the  crowd,  I  witnessed  not 
the  smallest  disturbance. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  I.  went  to  the 
Pont  de  la  Concorde  to  view  the  fireworks  played 
off  from  the  Temple  of  Commerce  on  the  river ; 
but  these  were,  as  I  understand,  of  a  description 
far  inferior  to  those  exhibited  at  the  last  Na- 
tional Fete  of  the  14  th  ojf  July,  the  anniversary 
of  the  taking  of  the  Bastille. 

This  inferiority  is  attributed  to  the  precaution 
dictated,  by  the  higher  authorities,  to  the  authors 
of  the  fireworks  to  limit  their  ingenuity;  as,  on 
the  former  occasion,  some  accidents  occurred  of 
a  rather  serious  nature.    The  spectators,  in  ge- 
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Beral^  appeared  to  me  to  be  disappointed  fey  thd 
mediocrity  of  the  present  exhibition. 

I  was  compensated  fw  the  dieappointmeHt  fty 
the  effect  of  the  illuminalio!^  of  the  quays^  v^hittlH 
being  faced  wil3i  8tone>  ftirm  a-  tefty  rai^stftr  on 
each  embankment  of  the  river.  These  were  de*- 
eorated  with  several  tiera  of  lamps  from  the  top 
of  the  parapet  to  the  water*^  edge*;  the  papspeM 
and  cornices  ai  the  bridges^  toged^er  witb  dte 
drcmnference*  of  the  arches^  were  fikewiset  iBtar- 
Boinated^  as:  well-  ae^  the  galliery  of  the  Lotwre^ 
and  the  stately  buildings  adjoining  the  quays. 

The  palace  of  the  Legislfetive  Bbdy,  which 
&C6S:  tbe  south  end  oi  the  Font  de  ki>  Concorde^ 
jbrmed  a  striking  object^  being  adi^rned;  in  b 
magnificent  style,  with  variegated  lamp9  antf 
transparencies.  No  less  splendic^  and-  in  some 
respects  more  so^  from  the  extent  that  it  pre* 
sented,  wa?  the^  faqsde  of  the  ci-devimt  Garden 
Meubhy  saxd  the' corresponding  buildings^  which 
form^  the  north  side  of  the  Place  d^  la  Cofivorde^ 
whither  I  now  returned. 

The  effect  of  the  latter  was^  beautiful,  as  3^tt^ 
may  judge  frointlie  description  which  I  have  al- 
i^ady  given  you  of  this  faqade^  in  one  of  my  pre- 
ceding letters.  Let  it  suffice  then^  to  say,  tliati 
from  the  base  of  the  lower  pill«H«^  to  the  upper 
comioe,.  it  wan  covered  with  lamps^  so  arran^^^^ 
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4S  to  exhil^>  ia  th^  most  brilliaat  maAner^  the 
style  and  richness  of  its  arcl^itecture* 

Tb^  qrowd,  having  now  been  attracted  in  va- 
nous  direction^  becami^  loore  penetrable;  and; 
in  reg^nii\g  the  platform  on  the-  Place  de  la,  Con- 
<H)r4e^  I  had  a  full  view  of  the  turrets,  battlements^ 
&Qw  ereotied  behind  the  three  temples^  in  which 
title  9idlful  machinist  had  so  combined.  bi»  plaii^ 
Vy:  iuteoducing  into  it  a  sight  of  the  fiEunous 
horSiea  bro\]^t  from  Marly y  ^fid  now  occupying 
thQ  entrance  of  the  Champs  Elysees,  that  the«e 
bea\)t>&l  marble  representations  of  thafc  noblft 
i^liim^  seemed  placed  here  cm  purpose  ti:^  em*^ 
belli^h^  his  scenery. 

Finding  myself  chilled  by  standing  so  manjc 
hour^  exposed  to  the  dampness  of  a  November 
mgbt>  I  retfirned  to  the  warmer  atmosphere  of 
tbe  temples>  in  order  to  take  a  farewell  view  of 
t|ie  dancers.  The  scene  was  truly  picturesque^ 
the  male  part  of  the  groups  bdng  Qhiefly  com-, 
posed  erf*  journeymen  of  various  trades^  and  the- 
females  consisting  of  a  ludicrous  medley  of  all 
classes;  but  it  required  no  extraordinary  pene-. 
tration  to  percdve,^  that,  with  the  exception'  of^ 
a.  few  particular  attachments,  the  military  bore 
the  bell,  and,  all  things  considered,  this  was  no 
more  than  justice.  Independently  of  being,  the 
best  dancers,  after  gaining  the  laurels  of  victory 
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in  the  hard-fought  field,  who  can  deny  that  tJiey 
deserved  the  prize  of  beauty  ? 

The   dancing  was  kept  up  with   the  never- 
flagging  vivacity  peculiar  to  this  nation,  and,  as 
1  conclude,  so  continued  till  a  very  late  hour  in 
the  morning.     At  half  past  eleven  I  withdrew^, 
with  a  friend  whom  I  chanced  to  meet,  to  Very's, 
the  famous  restaurateur  s  in  the  Tuileriesy  where 
we  supped.     On  comparing  notes,  I  found  that 
I  had  been  more  fortunate  than  he,  in  beholding 
to  advantage  all  the  sights  of  the  day:  though 
it  was  meant  to  be  a  day  of  jubilee,  yet  it  was  far 
from  being  productive  of  that  mirth  or  gaiety  which 
I  expected.     The  excessive  deamess  of  a  few  ar- 
ticles of  the  first  necessity  may,  probably,  be  one 
cause  of  this  gloom  among  the  people.     Bread, 
the  staff  of  life,  (as  it  may  be  justly  termed  in 
France,  where  a  much  greater  proportion  is,  in 
general,   consumed  than  in  any  other  country,) 
is  now  at  the  enormous  price  of  eighteen  sous 
(nine-pence  sterling)  for  the  loaf  of  four  pounds. 
Besides,  the  Parisians  have  gone  through  so  much 
during  the  revolution,  that  I  apprehend  they  are, 
to  a  certain  degree,  become  callous  to  the  spon- 
taneous sensations  of  joy  and  pleasure.     Be  the 
cause  what  it  may,  I  am  positively  assured,  that 
the  people  expressed  not  so  much  hilarity  at  this 
f^te  as  at  the  last,  I  mean  that  of  the  14th.  of 
July. 
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111  my  way  home^  I  remarked  that  few  houses 
Were  illuminated,  except  those  of  the  rich  in  the 
streets  which  are  great  thorough-fares.  People 
here,  in  general,  I  suppose,  consider  themselves 
dispensed  from  lighting  up  their  private  re- 
sidence from  the  consideration  that  they  col- 
lectively contribute  to  the  public  illumination, 
the  expenses  of  which  are  defrayed  by  the  go- 
vernment out  of  the  national  coffers* 

Several  songs  have  been  composed  &nd  pub^ 
lished  in  commemoration  of  this  joyful  event. 
Among- those  that  have  fallen  uhdet"  my  notice, 
I  have  selected  the  following,  of  which  our 
friend  M— — s,  with  his  usual  facility  and  taste, 
will^  I  dare  say^  furnish  you  an  imitation. 

Chant  B'AxLj&GRES^fi, 

r  — 

,  J^our  ta  paix. 
Air  \  de  ta  Mctrche  Triomphdnte. 

^^  Reviens  pour  consoler  ta  lefre, 

^^  Aimahle  Paix,  descends  des  ciettXf 
**  Depuis  a^s&H  long-terns  la  guerr^ 

^'  Affiige  un  peuple  ginereuXj 
*'  Ah  !  qnelV  aurore  pure  &  ccdme 

'*  S'qffte  a  nos  regards  satisfaits  t 
*'  Nous  oltenms  la  double  palme 

^'  De  la  vktoite  Cfdela  paix*  bis. 

vol.  I*  t 
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'^  Dispannssez  tristes  imageg, 

^^  lywi  terns nudheurma  qtdn'estpbts, 
*^  Nous  repareroHs  ms  dommages 

^'  Par  la  sagesse  (t  les  verius. 
'^  Que  la  pmx  eofin  nous  raUie  ! 

^'  Plus  cfingrats  fd  de  mecontens, 
*^  0  triomphe  de  lapatrie  ! 

^^  PbiS  de  Ranfois  indifftrens.         bis. 


ic 


wenez  phalanges  guerriires, 
Heros  vengewrs  de  frumpapSf 
^'  Au  sem  dune  epousey  d*un  phe, 

^'  Devos  parensj  de  vosjunis, 
'^  Bevenez  dans  voire  p(Urie 

**  Apres  tant  deffrai/ans  hazards^ 
^^  Tnjuuer  ce  qui  charme  la  vie^ 
**  Vaamtii,  Pamumr^et  les  arts.  bis. 

'^  Oh  f  veusqui,  sous  des  cataconAes, 

*^  Etes  couches  au  champ  d^hmnewr, 
cc  Uqs  yeiix  sontjixis  sur  vos  tombes, 

*'  JBn  chaniant  Phymne  du  vidnqueur, 
*•  Nous  transmettrwi^  voire  Tnimoire 

*^  Jusqu^  aux  siecles  d  venk, 
'*  Avec  le  lurin  de  Vhistoirey 

"  Et  les  larmes  du  souvenir.'*  bis. 
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Song  of  Joy^ 

In  honor  of  peace. 

Imitated  from  the  French. 

To  the  same  tune :  de  la  Marche  Triomp/uinte. 

Come,  lovely  Peace^  from  heav'n  descending. 

Thy  presence  earth  at  length  shall  grace ; 
Those  terrible  afflictions  endbg. 

That  long  have  griev'd  a  gen'rous  race: 
We  see  Aurora  rise  refulgent ; 

Serene  she  comes  to  bless  our  sight; 
While  Fortune  to  our  hopes  indulgent. 

Bids  victory  and  peace  unite. 

Be  gone,  ye  dark  imaginations. 

Remembrances  of  horrors  past ; 
"Virtue's  and  Wisdom's  reparations 

Shall  soon  be  made,  and  ever  last : 
Now  peace  to  happiness  invites  us ; 

The  bliss  of  peace  is  understood : 
With  love  fraternal  peace  delights  us. 

Our  private  ease,  and  country's  good. 

I^e-enter,  sons  of  war,  your  houses ; 

Heroic  deeds  for  peace  resign : 
Embrace  your  parents  and  your  spouses, 

And  all  to  whom  your  hearts  incline : 
Behold  your  countrymen  invite  you. 

With  open  arms,  with  open  hearts ; 
Here  find  whatever  can  delight  you ; 

Here  friendship,  love,  ajid  lib'ral  arts. 

1.2 
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Departed  heroes,  crown'd  with  glory. 

While  you  are  laid  in  Honour's  bed. 
Sad  o'er  your  tombs  we'll  sing  the  story. 

How  Gallia's  warriors  fought  and  bled 
And,  proud  to  shew  to  future  ages 

The  claims  to  patriot  valour  due. 
We'll  vaunt,  in  our  historic  pages. 

The  debt  immense  we  owe  to  you. 


LETTER  XFL 


Parisy  November  13,  1801. 

Enriched,  as  this  capital  now  is,  with  the  spoils 
of  Greece  and  Italy,  it  may  literally  be  termed  the 
repository  of  the  greatest  curiosities  existing.  In 
the  Central  Museum  are  collected  all  the 
prodigies  of  the  fine  arts,  and,  day  after  day,  you 
may  enjoy  the  sight  of  these  wonders* 

I  know  not  whether  you  are  satisfied  with  the 
abridged  account  I  gave  you  of  the  Gai.leiiy  op 
Antigiues;  but,  on  the  presumption  that  you 
did  not  expect  from  me  a  description  of  every 
work  of  sculpture  contained  in  it,  I  called  your 
attention  to  the  most  pre-eminent  only;  and  I 
shall  now  pursue  the  same  plan  respecting  the 
master-pieces  of  painting  exhibited  in  the  great 

GALLERY  OF  THE  LOUVRE. 

This  gallery,  which  is  thirteen  hundred  and 
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sixty-five  feet  in  length   by    thirty  in  breadth, 
runs  north  and  south  all  along  the  quays  of  the 
river  Seine,  and  joins  the  Louvre  to  the  palace  of 
the    Tuileries.      It  was  begun  by  Charles  IX,  ' 
carried  as  far  as  the  first  wicket  by  Henry  IV, 
to  the  second  by  Lewis  XIII,  and  terminated  by 
Jjcwis  XIV.     One  half,  beginning  from  a  narrow 
^trip  of  ground,  called  the  Jardin  de  rinfante, 
is  decorated  externally  with  large  pilasters  of  the 
pomposite  order,  which  run  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  with  pediments   alternately    triangular    and 
elliptical,  the  tympanums  of  which,  both  on  the 
side  of  the  Louvre^  and  towards  the  river,  are 
charged  with  emblems  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences. 
The  other  part  is  ornamented  with  coupled  pi- 
lasters,  charged  with  vermiculated  rustics,  and 
other   embellishments  of  highly-finished  worjc- 
manship. 

In  the  inside  of  this  gallery  are  disposed  th^ 
chefs  (Tceuvre  of  all  the  great  masters  of  the  It^r 
lian,  Flemish,  and  French  schools.  The  pictures,, 
particularly  the  historical  ones,  are  hung  accordr 
ing  to  the  chronological  order  of  the  painters* 
birth,  in  different  compartments,  the  number  of 
which,  at  the  present  period,  amounts  to  fifty- 
seven  ;  and  the  productions  of  each  school  and  of 
each  master  are  as  mv|c]i  as  possible  assembled ; 
.a  method  which  affords  the  advantage  of  easily 
comparing  one  school  to  another,  one  master  to 
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another,  and  a  master  to  himself.  It  the  chro-* 
nology  of  past  ages  be  considered  as  a  book  froiri 
which  instruction  is  to  be  hnbibed,  the  propriety 
of  such  a  classificatioti  requires  no  eulogium. 
From  the  pictures  being  arrapged  chronologically, 
the  Gallery  of  the  Louvre  becomes  a  sort  o{ 
dictionary,  in  wjiich  may  be  traced  every  de-* 
gree  of  improvement  or  decline  that  the  art  of 
painting  has  successively  experienced. 

The  entrance  to  the  great  Gallery  of  Paint- 
ings is  precisely  the  same  as  that  to  thfe  GalleS* 
OF  AifTiauES.  After  ascending  a  noble  stone 
f  tair-case,  and  turning  to  the  left,  you  reach  the 

SALOON  OF  THE  LOUVRE* 

This  apartment,  which  serves  as  a  sort  of 
antiphamber  to  the  great  Gallery,  is,  at  the 
present  moment,  appropriated  to  the  annual 
monthly  exhibition  of  the  piroductions  of  living 
painters,  sculptors,  architects,  engravers,  and 
draughtspien.  Of  these  modem  works,  t  shall, 
perhaps^  speak  on  a  future  occasion.  But,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  they  will  give  ^place  to 
several  master-pieces  of  the  Italian  School,  some 
of  which  were  under  indispensable  repair,  wheti 
the  others-  were  arranged  in  the  great  Gallery. 

It  would  be  no  6asy  task  to  express  the  various 
sentiments  which  take  possession  of  the  mind  of 
the  lover  of  the  arts,  whep,  for  the  first  time,  he 
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enters  this  splendid  r^>ository.  By  frequent 
visits^  howev^9  the  imagination  becomes  some* 
what  less  distracted^  and  the  judgment^  by  de- 
grees, begins  to  collect  itsdf.  Although  I  am 
noty  like  you,  conversant  in  the  Fine  Arts,  would 
3^11  tax  me  with  arrogance^  were  I  to  presume  to 
pass  an  opinion  on  some  of  the  pictures  comprised 
in  this  matchless  cdlection  ? 

Painting  being  a  representation  of  nature, 
every  spectator,  according  to  the  justness  of  his 
ideas,  may  form  an  opinion  how  far  the  represen- 
tation is  happily  pourtrayed,  and  in  beholding  it^ 
experience  a  proportionate  degree  of  pleasure: 
but  how  different  the  sensations  of  him  who^ 
combining  all  the  requisites  of  a  connoisseur, 
contemplates  the  composition  of  a  masterly  ge- 
nius !  In  tracing  the  merits  of  such  a  produc- 
tion, his  admiration  gradually  becomes  inflamed, 
as  his  eye  strays  from  beauty  to  beauty. 

In  painting  or  sbulpture,  beauty,  as  you  well 
know,  is  either  natural,  or  generally  admitted: 
the  latter  depends  on  the  perfection  of  the  per- 
formance, on  certain  rules  established,  and  prin- 
ciples settled.  This  is  what  is  termed  ideal 
beauty,  which  is  frequently  not  within  the  reach 
of  the  vulgar ;  and  the  merit  of  which  may  be 
lost  on  him  who  has  not  learned  to  know  and 
appreciate  it.  Thus,  one  of  the  finest  pictures, 
ever  conceived  and  executed  by  man,  might  not. 
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perhaps,  make  an  impression  on  many  spectators* 
Natural  beauty,  on  the  contrary,  is  a  true  imi* 
tation  of  nature :  its  effect  is  striking  and  general, 
so  that  it  stands  not  in  need  of  being  pointed 
out,  but  is  felt  and  admired  by  all. 

Notwithstanding  this  truth,  be  assured  that  I 
should  never,  of  my  own  accord,  have  ventured 
to  pronounce  on  the  various  degrees  of  merit  of 
so  many  ohefs  (Tceuvrcy  which  all  at  once  solicit 
attention.  This  would  require  a  depth  of  know^ 
ledge,  a  superiority  of  judgment,  a  nicety  of  dis? 
crimination,  a  fund  of  taste,  a  maturity  of  expe^ 
rience,  to  none  of  which  have  I  finy  pretension. 
The  greatest  masters,  who  have  excelled  in  a  parti- 
cular branch,  have  sometimes  given  to  the  world 
indifferent  productions ;  while  artists  of  moderate 
abilities  have  sometimes  produced  master-pieces 
far  above  their  general  standard.  In  a  picture, 
which  may,  on  the  whole,  merit  the  appellation 
of  a  chef  (Toeuvre,  are  sometimes  to  be  found 
beauties  which  render  it  superior,  negligences 
which  border  on  the  indifferent,  and  defects  which 
constitute  the  bad.  Genius  has  its  flights  and 
deviations;  talent,  its  successes,  attempts,  and 
faults;  and  mediocrity  even,  its  flashes  and 
chances. 

Whatever  some  persons  may  affect,  a  true 
knowledge  of  the  art  of  painting  is  by  no  means 
an  easy  acquirement ;  it  is  not  a  natural  gift,  but 
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demands  much  reading  and  study.  Many  there 
are^  no  doubt,  who  may  be  able  to  descant  spe- 
ciously enough,  perhaps,  on  the  perfections  and 
defects  of  a  picture ;  but,  on  that  account  alone, 
they  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  real  judges  of  its 
mtrinsic  merit. 

Know  then,  that,  in  selecting  the  most  re- 
markable productions  among  the  vast  number 
exhibited  in  the  Central  Museum,  I  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  directed  by  the  same  first- 
rate  connoisseur  who  was  so  obliging  as  to  fix  my 
choice  in  the  Gallery  op  ANxiauEs.    I  mean 

M.    ViSCONTI. 

Not  confining  myself  either  to  alphabetical 
or  chronological  order,  I  shall  proceed  to  point 
out  to  you  such  pictures  of  each  school  as  claim 
particular  notice. 

ITALIAN  SCHOOL. 

J^.  B.  Those  pictures  to  which  no  number  is  pre-* 
Jixed,  are  not  yet  publicly  exhibited. 

Rafpaello. 

N*  55,  (3a:loon.)  The  Virgin  and  ^hild,  &c.  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  the  Madonna 
di  Foligno, 

This  is  one  of  the  master-pieces  of  Raphael 
for  vigour  pf  colouring,  and  for  tlie  beauty  of  the 
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h^ads  ai^  of  the  child.  It  is  in  his  second  man-* 
ner ;  although  his  third  is  more  perfect,  seldom 
jfcre  the  pictures  of  this  last  period  entirely  exe- 
cuted by  himself.  This  picture  was  originally 
painted  on  pannel,  and  was  in  such  a  lamentable 
state  of  decay,  that  doubts  arose  whether  it  could 
safely  be  conveyed  from  Italy.  It  has  been  re- 
cently transferred  to  canvass,  and  now  appears  as 
fresh  and  as  vivid,  as  if,  instead  of  a  lapse  of  three 
centuries,  three  years  only  had  passed  since  it  was 
painted-  Never  was  an  operation  of  the  like  na- 
ture performed  in  so  masterly  a  manner.  The 
process  was  attended  by  a  Committee  of  the  Na- 
tional Institute,  appointed  at  the  particular  re- 
(juest  of  the  Administration  of  the  Museum. 
The  Madonna  di  Foligno  is  to  be  engraved  from  a 
drawing  taken  by  that  able  draughtsman  Du 
Tertke. 

N**         (  )  The  Holy  Family. 

This  valuable  picture  of  Raphael's  third 
manner  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  that  ever 
came  from  his  pencil.  It  belonged  to  the  old 
collection  of  th^  croWn,  and  is  engraved  by 
Edelinck.  Although  superior  to  the  Madonna 
di  Foligno  as  to  style  and  composition,  it  is  in?* 
ferior  in  the  representation  of  the  child,  and  in 
vigour  of  colouring. 
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N®       (  )  The  Transfiguration  of  Christ  on 

Mount  Tabor. 

This  is  the  last  production  of  Raphael^  and 
his  most  admirable  chef  (Toeuvre  as  to  compbsition 
and  grace  of  the  contours  in  all  its  figures.  It  is 
not  yet  exhibited,  but  will  be  shortly.  This 
picture  is  in  perfect  preservation,  and  requires  only 
to  be  cleaned  from  a  coat  of  dust  and  smoke 
which  has  been  accumulating  on  it  for  three  cen- 
tuties,  during  which  it  graced  the  great  altar  of 
St.  Peter's  church  at  Rome. 

Among  the  portraits  by  Raphael,  the  most 
surprising  are : 

N**  58.  (Saloon.)  Baltazzare  CastigHone^  a  cele- 
brated writer  in  Italian  and  Latin. 
N*         (  )  Leo  X 

Every  thing  that  RAPiiAfeii's  pencil  has  pro- 
duced is  in  the-^rst  order.  That  master  has 
something  greatly  superior  in  his  manner :  he  really 
appears  as  a  god  among  painters.  Addison  seems 
to  have  been  impressed  with  the  truth  of  this 
sentiment,  when  he  thus  expresses  himself ; 

*^  Fain  would  I  Raphael's  godlike  art  rehearse^ 
**  Arid  shew  th'  immortal  labours  in  my  verse, 
**  When  from  the  mingled  strength  of  shade  and  light, 
^*  A  new  creation  rises  to  my  sight : 
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^^  Such  heav'nly  figures  from  his  pencil  flow, 
*^  So  warm  with  life  his  blended  colours  glow, 
'^  From  theme  to  theme  with  secret  pleasure  tost, 
*^  Amidst  the  soft  variety  I'm  lost."    ' 

Leonardo  da  Vinci. 

There  are  several  pictures  by  this  master  in 
the  present  exhibition ;  but  you  may  look  here  in 
vain  for  the  portrait  of  La  Gioconda,  which  he 
employed  four  years  in  painting,  and  in  which  he 
has  imitated  nature  so  closely,  that,  as  a  well- 
known  author  has  observed,  ^^  the  eves  have  all 
"  the  lustre  of  life,  the  hairs  of  the  eye  brows  and 
"  lids  seem  real,  and  even  the  pores  of  the  skin 
^^  are  perceptible.'* 

This  celebrated  picture  is  now  removed  to  the 
palace  of  the  Tuileries;  but  the  following  one, 
which  remains,  is  an  admirable  performance. 

N"         (  )  Portrait  of  Charles  Fill 

Fra  Bartolomeo. 

N^  28.  (Saloon.)  St.  Mark  the  Evangelist. 
N*"  29.  (Saloon.)  The  Saviour  of  the  world. 

These  two  pictures,  which  were  •  in  the  Pitti 
palace  at  Florence,  give  the  idea  of  the  most  noble 
simplicity,  and  of  no  common  taste  in  the  4isi 
tribution  of  the  lights  and  shades. 
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GiuLiO  Romano. 

N"*  35.  (Saloon.)  The  Circumcision. 

This  picture  belonged  to  the  old  collection  of 
the  crown.  The  figures  in  it  are  about  a  foot 
and  a  half  in  height.  It  is  a  real  chef  cToeuvre^ 
and  has  all  the  grace  of  the  antique  bas-reliefs. 

TiZIANO.    . 

N**  69.  (Saloon.)  The  Martyrdom  of  St.  Peter. 

This  large  picture,  which  presents  a  grand 
composition  in  colossal  figures,  with,  a  country  of 
extraordinary  beauty  in  the  back-ground,  is  con-< 
sidered  as  the  chef  (Toeuvre  of  Titian.  It  was 
painted  on  pannel ;  but,  having  undergone  the 
same  operation  as  the  Madonna  di  Folignoy  is 
now  placed  on  canvass,  and  is  in  such  a  state  as 
to  claim  the  admiration  of  succeeding  ages. 

N®  74.    (Saloon.)   The  Portraits  of  Titian  and  his 

mistress. 
70.    (Saloon.)  Portrait    of  the    Marquis  del 
Guasto  with  some  ladies. 

Both  these  pictures  belonged  to  the  old  collec- 
tion of  the  crown,  and  are  to  be  admired  for  grace 
and  beauty. 


158  A  S&SITCH  OF  PM10* 

N**  940.  (Gallery.)  Ch^i&t  crowned  with  thorns^ 
94 1 .  (Gallery.)  Christ  carried  to  the  grave^ 

There  is  a  wonderful  vigour  of  colouring  in 
these  two  capital  pictures. 

The  preceding  are  the  most  admirable  of  the 
productions  which  are  at  present  e;xhibited  of 
this  inimitable  master,  the  first  of  painters  for 
truth  of  colouring. 

CORI^EGGIO. 

N**  753.  (Gallery.)  The  Virgiuy   the  infant  Jesus^ 
Mary  Magdalen^  and  St.  Jerome. 

This  pictvu'e/  conunonly  distinguished  by  the 
appellation  of  the  St.  Jerome  of  Cobreggio,  is 
undoubtedly  his  chef  d'ceuvre.  In  the  year  1 749, 
the  king  of  Portugal  is  said  to  have  offered  for  it 
a  sxmi'  equal  in  value  to  4^18^00  sterling. 

N''  756.  (Gallery.)  The  Marriage  of  St.  Catherine. 
757.  (Gallery.)  Christ  taken  down  from  the  cross. 

This  last-mentioned  picture  has  just  been  en- 
graved in  an  excellent  manner  by  an  Italian  artist, 
M.  Rosa-Spina. 

The  grace  of  his  pencil  and  his  chiaro  oscUro 
place  CoRREGGio  in  the  first  class  of  painters, 
where  he  ranks  the  third  after  Raphael  and 
Titian.    He  is  inferior  to  th^m  in  design  and 
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composition ;  however  the  scarceness  of  his  pic- 
tures frequently  gives  them  a  superior  value. 
Poor  ConRBG^Gio !  It  grieves  oue  to  recollect  that 
he  lost  his  life,  in  consequence  of  the  fatigue  of 
staggering  home  under  a  load  of  copper  coin, 
which  avaricious  monks  had  given  him  for 
pictures  now  become  so  valuable  that  they  are  not  , 
to  be  purchased  for  their  weight,  even  in  gold. 

No  collection  is  so  rich  in  pictures  of  Cor- 
itBGGio  as  that  of  the  CENXiuii  Museum. 

Paolo  Veronese. 

N*  44.  (Saloon.)  The  Wedding  at  Cana. 

45.  (Saloon.)  The  Repast  at  the  houfe  of  Levi. 
5 1 .  (Saloon.)  The  Pilgrims  of  Emvuxiis* 

These  are  astonishing  compositions  for  their 
vast  extent,  the  number  and  beauty  of  the  fi- 
gures and  portraits,  and  the  variety  and  truth  of 
the  colouring.    Nothing  in  painting  can  be  richer. 

Andrea  del  Sarto. 
N*  4.  (Saloon.)  Christ  taken  down  from  the  cross. 

Andrea  Sauazzelli  (his  pupdl.) 
N*         (  )  Christ  laid  in  the  tomb. 

This  capital  picture;  is  not  in  the  catalogue. 
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GlORGIONE  BEL  CaSTEL-FrANCO. 

N**  32.    (Saloon.)    A   Concert  containing  three 

portraits. 

This  master-niece  is  worthy  of  Titian. 

GUERCINO. 

N**  33  (Saloon.)  St.  Petronilla. 

This  large  picture  was  executed  for  St.  Peter's 
church  in  the  Vatican,  where  it  was  replaced  by 
a  copy  in  Mosaic,  on  being  removed  to  the  pon- 
tificate palace  of  Monte  Cavallo,  at  Rome. 

In  the  great  Gallery  are  exhibited  no  less  than 
twenty-three  pictures  by  Guercino  :  but  to  speak 
the  truth,  though,  in  looking  at  some  of  his  produc- 
tions, he  appears  an  extremely  agreeable  painter, 
ais  soon  as  you  see  a  number  of  them,  you  can  no 
longer  bear  him.  This  is  what  happens  to 
mannerists.  The  dark  shades  at  first  astonish 
you,  afterwards  they  disgust  you. 

Andrea  Sacchi. 

N**  65.  (Saloon.)  St.  Remuald. 

This  picture  was  always  one  of  the  most  es- 
teemed of  those  in  the  charches  at  Rome*  It 
was  the  altar-piece  of  the  church  of  St.  R«nuald 
in  that  city. 
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tn  the  6alj<sy  dte  im^ty^m  l^turA  of  this 
master^  ai^d  aV  qf  tbem  j^aceful ;  but  $be  Jpte* 
ceding  four^  representing  the  elemehts>  which 
m^jfe  takmi  ^em  tile  royal  ^binet  of  Turm^  are 
the  moet  remaiiaKUe* 

N**  686.  (Gallery.)  7%e  ^rg«ti,  5^  dnthori^  nnd 

St.  hu/Aa* 
688«  Su  Michaelinak 

These  are  the  best  pictures  of  Baroccio  al- 

i*eady  eKhibited*    |iis  colouring  is  et)chanting« 

It  is  entirely  ^transparent^   and  seems  as  if  im^ 

-pregnated  with  lig^t:  however^  his  fotxna>  and 

every  thing  elde>  bespeak  the  manneruU 

Aknibalb  CARAdCl. 

N*72l.   (Gallery.)  Christ  dead  on  the  knees  ei 

the  Ptrgifi. 
7^3.  The  Resurrection  of  Christ. 
7M.  The  Nativity  of  ChrisU 
730.  Christ  laid  in  the  tomb. 

VOL.  I.  K 


iSi  •A^SKETCH  OF  PAHlAi  ' 

Of  the  Cabracci,  Annibale  is  the  most  per- 
fect. He  is  also  ireiTlarkable  for  the  difFerait 
manners  which  he  hask  displayed  irt  his  Works. 
They  appear  to  be  by  two  .or  three  different 
painters.  Of  more  than  twejity,  in  the  Gallery, 
the  above  are  the  best  of  his  pi^duptions. 


Michael  Angelo  da  Caravaggio, 

/  *  K***  744. ""  (Gallery.)'  Christ  laid  in  the  tomb. 

.^.iTbis.'wQoderfCiJ  picture, .which  wias  brought 
from  Rome,  is,  for  vigour  of  execution  and  truth 
of  colouring,  superior  to  all  the  others  by  the 
same  master.     Every  one  t)f*his  wOrks  bears  the 

>tamp  of  a  jgr^t  genius. 

DOMENICHINO. 

N®  763.  (Gallery.)  The  Communion  of  St.  Jerome. 

This  picture,  the  master-piece  of  Domeni- 
CHi^^o,  comes  from  the  gi:eat  altar  of  the  church 
j)f  San  Geronimo  della  Caritd^  at  Rome.  It 
will  appear  incredible  that  for  a  work  of  such  imr 
portance,  which  cost  him  so  much  time,  study, 
and  labour,  he  i-eceived  no  more  than  the  sum  of 
about  i^'iP^terliii^. 

N"  76.9.  (Gallery.)  St.  Cecilia. 
This  capital  performance  is  now  removed  to 
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tfi^  dr^n^-ifeom  of  Ihe  First  Consul^  in  the  pa* 
hce  o(  tlde'lMileries/        .  > 

After  Raphael,  Dombnichino  is  one  of  the 
most  perfect  masters;  and  his  St.  Jeromcy  to- 
gether with  Raphael's  iTransfigufation,  are  reck- 
oned among  thei  most  famou&chefs  d'aiwre  of 
the  art  of  painting* 

GtriDd. 

N^  797-  (Gallery.)  The  Crucifixioh  of  St.  Peter. 
800.  Fortune.. 

These  are  the  finest  of  the  twenty  pictures 
by  that  master,  now  exhibited  in  the  CE^TTIlAL  Mu-^ 
SEUM.  They  both  came  from  Rome ;  the  former, 
from  the  Vatican;  the  lattery  from  the  Capitol. 

0UIDO  is  a  noble  and  graceful  painter;  but,  in 
general,  he  betrays  a  certain  negligence  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  several  parts. 


9  m  » 


LUINI. 

N^  860.  (Gallery.)  The  Holy  Family. 

In  this  picture,  LyiNi  has  fallen  little  short  of 
his  master,  Leonardo  da  Vinci. 

Andrea  Solar^o. 

N''  896.  (Galleiy.)  The  Daughter  ofHerodias  re-- 
ceiving  the  head  of  St.  John. 

Solario  is  another  worthy  pupil  of  Liionardo. 

M  'i 
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This  very  capitd  picture  beloiigedt  to  the  cqI^ 
lection  of  the  crown^  and  was  purchased  bj 
3LewisXIV.: 

PlERINO  DEI.  VaGA, 

'  ■■..»■•■ 

N''  928*.  (Galler)\)  The  Muses  challenged  by  ik^ 

Pi'erides. 

An  excellent  picture  from  Versailles. 

N**  929.   (Gallery.)    TTie  Virgin  discovering  the 

infant  Jesus  mle^. 

A  remarkably  fine,  production^ 

SebASTIANO  D3SL  PiOMSO. 

K**         (  )  Portrait  of  the  young  sculptor^ 

Baccio  Bomdinelli. 

This  picture  is  worthy  of  the  pencil  of  Raphael. 
It  is  not  yet  exhibited. 

PlETRO  DA  CORTONA. 

N^  52.  (Saloon.)  The  Birth  of  the  Virgin. 
53.  Bemtis  and  Romulus. 

These  are  the  finest  pictures  in  tlie  collection  by 
this  master. 

We  have  now  noticed  the  best  productions  of 


the  Italian  School :  in  our  next  visit  to  the  Cen- 
tral MvsBUM,  I  shall  point  out  the  most  dis- 
tinguished pictures  of  tttt  Eretich  and  Flemish 
Schools. 

P,  S.  Lord  ComwalUs  is  sumptuously  enter* 
tmned  here^  all  the  tninisters  giving  him  a  grand 
dinner^  each  in  rotation.  After  having  viewed 
the  cunosities  of  Paris^  he  will^  in  about  a  fort- 
nighty  proceed  to  the  congress  at  Amiens.  On 
his  Lordship's  arrival^  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
leave  my  name  at  his  hotel,  and  was  most  agree* 
aUy  surprised  to  meet  with  )a  very  old  ac- 
quaintance in  his  military  Secretary,  Lieut.  CoL 
L  ■  '■■  ■  '  '-s.  For  any  of  the  ambassador's 
further  proceedings,  I  refer  you'  to  the  English 
newspapers,  which  seem  to  anticipate  all  hi^ 
movements. 

LETTER  XFIL 

Parisy  November  15,  1801- 

The  more  frequently  I  visit  the  Central  Mu- 
sfiuM  OF  THE  Art$,  the  mpre  am  I  inclined  to 
think  that  such  a  vast  nvm\)er  of  pictures,  sus- 
|)ended  together,  lessen  each  other's  effect.  This 
is  the  first  idea  wlucb  npw  presents  itself  to  me, 
whenever  I  enter  the 
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GALLERY  OF  THE  LOUVRE. 

.  Were  this  collection  rendered  apparently  less 
numerous  by  being  subdivided  into  different 
apartments,  the  eye  would  certainly  be  less  daz- 
zled than  it  is,  at  present,  by  an  assemblage  of  so 
many  various  objects,  which,  though  arranged 
as  judiciously  as  possible,  somehow  convey  to 
the  mind  an  image  of  confusion.  ,  The  conse-r 
quence  is  that  attention  flags,  and  no  single  pic- 
ture is  seen  to  advantage^  because  so  many  are 
seen  together* 

In  proportion  as  the  lover  of  the  arts  becomes 
more  familiarized  with  the  choicest  productions 
of  the  pencil,  he  perceives  that  there  are  few 
pictures,  if  any,  really  faultless.  In  some,  he  finds 
beauties,  wjiich  are  genet-^1,  or  forming,  as  it 
were,  a  whole,  and  producing  a  general  effect; 
in  others,  he  meets  with  particular  or  detached 
heauties,  whose  effect  is  partial :  assembled,  they 
constitute  the  beautiful : .  in^ul^t'ed,  they  have  a 
merit  which  the  amateyir  appreciates,  and  the 
artist  ought  to  study.  General  or  congregated 
beauties  always  arise  from  genius  and  talent : 
particular  or  detached  beauties  belong  to  study, 
to  labour,  that  is,  to  the  nulla  die  sine  lined,  and 
sometimes  solely  to  chance,  as  is  exemplified 
in  the  old  story  of  Protogenes^  the  celebrated 
Jlhpdian  painter. 
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,  To  discover'  some  of  these  beauties^  requires 
no  extraordinary  discermnent;  a  person  of  com- 
mon observation  might  djscide  whether  the  froth 
at  the  mouth  of  an  animal^  panting  for  breath, 
was  naturally  represented :  but  a  spectator^  pos* 
sessing  a  cultivated  and  refined  taste^  minutely 
surveys  every  part  of  a  picture,  examines  the 
grandeur  of  the  composition,  the  elevation  of 
the  ideas,  the  nobleness  of  the  expression,  the 
truth  and  correctness  of  the  design,  the  grace 
scattered  over  the  different  objects,  the  imitation 
of  nature  in  the  colouring,  and  the  masterly 
strokes  of  the  pencil. 

Our  last  visit  to  the  Central  Musbum  ter- 
minated with  the  Italian  School ;  let  us  now  con« 
tinue  our  examination,  beginning  with  the 

FRENCH  SCHOOL. 

Lb  Bbun. 

N^  17.  (GallerjO  T^he  Defeat  of  Porus\ 

18.     The  Family  of  Dardus  at  the  fiet  of 

Alexander 
-     19.     The  Entrance  of  Alexander  into  Babylon, 
The  Passage  of  the  Granicus. 
14.     JesiLS  asleep,  or  Silence. 
16.     The  Cruafix  surrounded* hy  angels.         '*• 

The  compositions  of  Lb  Brun  are  grand  ar^ 
rich^  his  costpme  well-chosen,  and  tolerably  sci-^ 


(kc^c ;  tli^  t6n6  of  his  piotufefi  W^lMui^  td  the 
subject.  But,  in  this  iMstef,  W6  ami  &bt  lo6k  fdt 
{)Ufity  and  correctfiedii  of  drawings  itt  Mi  eiiiint&t 
deg^tie.  tl6  much  iteemblds  PiB^M  Da  Colt* 
TONA*  Le  BAukt,  hol^^veri  has  $  taste  tn6r6  ifl 
the  itjle  of  RAphabii  tod  the  antique^  thdUgh  it 
is  i  distAnt  litiitatibii.  Thfe  coloUrihg  Of  FtnfM 
j)A  CoRToitA  iA  far  more  a^fe^ble  afid  tSi^f^ 
captivatingt 

Among  the  small  pictures  by  Li  B»ir*r^  N*% 
14  and  l6  desefte  16  be  distlAgui§hed  j  but  hi* 
)^hefs  d!tjswvrt  are  the  afchJeVtettiarit*  if  Atekattd^l-, 
When  the  plates  from  these  histbried  paintings, 
fengrdved  by  AudrAn,  rfeAchfed  ftolfnA,  It  J«  re- 
lated that  the  Italians,  astonished,  exclaiflfied  i 
^^  Povero  ftiaffhelld  /  non  set  pih  il  priWto.^  But, 
when  they  afterwards  saw  the  originals,  they  re-, 
stored  to  Raphabj,  bis  former  pre^minencCt 

Clauds  Lqrba4n* 

N*  43.  (Gallery^)  JTtew  t(f  a  4em^p.ori  ^  mn^eu 

45.  ji  S^a-pieceoft  aj^mormng. 

46.  ^  LcmAsQc^p^  enltveniediy  Ihe  stttingsun. 

The  superior  merit  of  CtAUDB  in  landscapes- 
painting  is  toQ  ..well  known  to  nee4  any  eulogium, 
The  three  precedipg  are  the^nest  of  his  pictures  in 
ihis  collection.  HdxV^ver,at  Rom«,  Aid  ft!i  Eftgitod, 
tbfer^  are  scmfe  tiiore  perfect  thlWi  iftibSfe  i*  tJMi 


Central  MusEtJM.  One  of  his  chefs  (Tceuvrey 
formerly  at  Rome,  U  now  at  Naples,  in  the 
Gallery  of  Prince  Colonna. 

« 

JOUVENET. 

X^  54.  (Gidlery.)   Ckrist  idkm  down  from  the 

Crossm 

The  above  is  the  most  remarkable  picture  here 
by   this  master. 

N*  57.  (Gallery.)  The  Virgin,  called  La  Flerge  i 
la  grappe,  because  she  is  taking  from  a  basket  of 
fruit  a  bunch  of  grapes  to  present  to  her  son. 

Nicolas  Poussin. 

N^  70.  (Gallery.)  The  Fall  of  the  manna  in  the 

desert. 
y  %.  Rebecca  and  Eleatar. 
77*  ^^^  Judgrnent  of  Solomon^ 
78.  The  blind  Men  of  Jericho. 
82.  Winter  or  the  Deluge. 

In  this  collection,  the  above  are  the  finest  his- 
torical paintings  of  Poussin;  and  of  his  latndscap^s. 
the  following  deserve  to  be  admired. 
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VAKfttCK. 

N^  255.  (Gallery.)  The  Mdtktr  ^fpity. 

264.  The  portraits  of  Charles  I^  elector  pa^ 

latine,  and  his  brother,  prince  Robert. 

« 

265.  j4  full-length  portrait  of  a  mdn  holding 

his  daughter  by  the  hand. 

266.  .^full-length  portrait  of  a  lady  with  her 

son. 

These  are  superior  to  the  other  pictures  by 
Vanbyck  in  this  collection.  -^ 

Champagne.    . 

N"  216.  (Gallery.)  The  Nuns. 

The  history  of  this  piece  is  interesting.  The 
eldest  daughter  of  Champagne  was  a  nun  in  the 
convent  of  jPor^-12oy«/  at  Paris.  Being  reduced 
to  extremity  by  a  fever  of  fourteen  months'  du- 
ration,  and  given  over  by  her  physicians,  she  falls 
to  prayers  with  another  nun,  and  recover^  her 
lljealth. 

CfiAV^IU 

3Sr  227.  (Gallery.)  5rAc  Triumph  of  St.  Catherine. 

Gebhakp  Douvir. 
N'  234.  (Gall^.)  The  dropsical  Wcman. 
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Haits  Houieik. 


N*31 9.  {Gallery.)  jf young  woman,  dressed  in  a  yeU 
low  veil,  €pid  with  her  hands  crossed  on  her  knees, 

* 

N^351.  (Gallery.)  Twelfih-Day. 
352.  Uie  Family-Concert. 

Adbian  Van  Ostade. 

N^  428.  (Gallery.)  Thejhmily  of  Ostade,  painted 

by  himself. 

430.  A  smoking  Club. 

431.  The  Schoolmaster,  with  the  ferula  in  his 
hand,  surrounded  by  his  scholars. 

Paul  Potter. 

55*  44^.    (Gallery.)  Jin  extensive  pasture,  with 

cattle. 

This  xxu>st  remarkable  picture  rqpreseiitfi^  oa 
the  iorc^fftound,  near  an  oak,  a  bull^  a  ewe  with 
ks  ilaoab^yand  a  herdsmao;,  all  as  i»*ge  as  Itf^. 

Rembranj)t. 

N*^  457-  (Gallery.)  The  head  of  a  woman   with 
ear-brings,  and  dressed  in  afur-chak. 
45  &  Xh^£Ood  Samaritan. 


N®  465-  The  Cabinet-maker  sfaffiily. 

466.  Tobias  and  his  family  kneeling  before  the- 
angel  Raphael,  wlw  disappears  from  his 
sight,  after  having  made  himself  known. 

46q.  The  Presentation  of  Jesus  in  the  temple. 

The  pictures,  exhibited  in  the  Saloon  of  the 
Louvre,  have  infinitely  the  advantage  of  those 
in  the  Great  Gallery  \  the  former  apartment 
being  lighted  from  the  top;  while  in  the  latter^ 
the  light  is  admitted  through  large  windows, 
placed  on  both  sides,  those  on  the  one  side  facing 
the  compartments  betw^een  those  on  the  other ; 
so  that,  in  this  respect,  the  master-pieces  in  the 
Gallery  are  viewed  under  very  imfavourable  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  Gallery  of  the  Louvre  is  still  capable  of  con- 
taining more  pictures,  one  eighth  part'of  it  (that 
next  to  the  Tuileries),  being  under  repair  for 
the  purpose*.  It  has  long  been  a  question  with 
the  French  republican  government,  whether  thd 
palace  of  the  Tuileries  should  not  be  connected 
to  the  Louvre,  by  a  gallery  parallel  to  that  which 
borders  the  Seine.     Six  years  ago,  1  understand, 

*  In  tlie  great  Gallery  of  the  Louvre  are  suspended  about 
Jiine  hundred  and  fifty  pictures ;  which,  witli  ninehr  in  the 
Saloon,  extend  thie  number  of  the  'present  exhibition  to  one 
thoujfand  and  forty. 
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the  subject  was  agitated,  and  dropped  again,  on 
fconsideration  of  the  state  of  the  country  in  ge- 
neral, and  particularly  the  finances.  It  is  now 
revived;  and  I  was  told  the  other  day,  that  a  plan 
of  construction  had  absolutely  been  adopted. 
This,  no  doubt,  is  more  easy  than  to  find  the  sum^ 
of  money  necessary  for  carrying  on  so  expensive 
an  undertaking* 

If  the  fact  were  true,  it  is  of  a  nature  to  produce 
a  great  sensation  in  modem  art,  since  it  is  af- 
firmed that  the  object  of  this  work  is  to  give  a  vast 
display  to  every  article  appropriated  to  general 
instruction;  for,  according  to  report,  it  is  in- 
tended that  these  united  buildings,  should,  in  ad- 
dition to*  the  National  Librar}^,  contain  the  col- 
lections of  statues,  pictures,  &c.  &c.  still  remain- 
ing at  the  disposal  of  the  government.  I  would 
not  undertake  to  vouch  for  the  precise  nature  of 
the  object  proposed ;  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that, 
in  this  project,  there  is  a  boldness  well  calculated 
to  flatter  thei  ambition  of  the  Chief  Consul. 

However,  I  think  it  more  probable  that  nothing, 
in  this  respect,  will  be  positively  detenniued  in 
the  present  state  of  affairs.  The  expedition  to 
St.  Domingo  will  cost  an  immense  sum,  not  to 
speak  of  the  restoration  of  the  French  navy,- 
which  must  occasion  great  and  immediate  calls 
for  money.  Whence  I  conclude  that  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  Gallery,  like  that  of  the  National 
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Column^  will  be  much  talked  of>  h^  f^fnvVPI 
among  other  projects  io  emhryp^  and  the  disca^ip^ 
be  adjourned  $ine  die. 

Leaving  the  Gre{zt  Gallery^  we  return  tp 
ihc  Saloon  of  the  Louvr^^  which,  being  m  i^tepT 
mediate  apartment^ .  perve3  as  a  point  of  pQiiwMr 
nication  between  it  and  the 

GALLERY  OF  APOLLO. 
The  old  gallery  oi  this  name,  first  called  L^ 

4 

p^tit^  g^Urie  du  Louvre^  was  construQjt?4  uad^r 
the  reig»  of  Henry  IV.,  and,  from  its  wigip,  orr 
namented  with  paintings.  This  gall^  hayii>g 
been  conawaed  by  fo-^  in  l66l,  pwing  to  thf 
jaegjigence  of  a  workm^in  ^nployed  in  prepdii^ng 
a  theatre  for  a  grand  ballet,  in  which  the  king 
wa^  to  dance  with  all  hi;5  court,  Il«ewis  .XIV  imr 
mediately  ordered  it  tp  be  re^builjt  4tnd  magnjfir 
oentjy  decorated- 

IvB  Brun,  who  then  directed  work$  of  thi* 
description  in  France^  furnished  the  designs  of 
aU  the  paintings,  sculpture,  and  ornaments,  which 
are  partly  executed-  He  <Mvided  the  vault  of  tb/p 
roof  into  eleven  principal  compartments ;  in  thaf 
which  is  in  the  centre,  he  intended  -to  represeq;t 
Apollo  in  his  car,  with  jail  the  attributes  peculiar  to 
the  Sun,  which  was  the  king's  device.  The  Sea-r 
sons  were  to  have  occupied  the  four  nearest  cofli- 
parjtoents;  in  the  others,  were  tojiavebeen  jSvm-r  . 


ing  Mid  Mornings  Night  and  Day-^reahy  the 
taking  of  the  Waters ^  end  that  ^df  the  Earth  at 
fSuTh-riee. 

tJnfort«Hately  for  his  £une^  this  va^t  project  of 

IriE  &R(nf  was  *never   completed.    I^wis   XIV, 

x^ap^ated    by  Versailles,    soon    turned  all   his 

Naughts  towaids  the  embellishment  of  that  pa- 

^laoe.    The  works  of  the  <3rALLERY   op  Apollo 

'.Pmre  6fttil^ly  ftbandoned^  and,  of  all  this  grand 

composition,  Ijr  BftUN  was  enabled  to  execute 

no  more  than  the  following  subjects : 

1.  Evenings  represented  by  Morpheus,  lying 
on  a  bed  of  poppies,  and  buried  in  a  profound 
sleep. 

2,.  Night  sttceeeding  to  day,  and  lighted  bythe 
silvery  disk  «C  the  Motm,  which,  under  the  figure 
of'Diaija,  appears  in  a  car  drawn  by  hinds. 

S .  4Z%e  fF^king  ttf  the  Waters.  Neptune  and 
Awifrfiitrite  on  a.  car  drawn  by  feea-horses,  and 
accompanied  by  Tritons,  Nereids,  and  other  di- 
itoities  of  the  waters,  seem  to  be  paying  homage 
*o  the  rising  isun,  whose  first  rays  di^el  the 
Wiiids  and  Tempests,  figured  by  a  group  to  the 
left;  while,  to'ttie  tight,  Polyphemus,  seated  on  ^ 
rock,  is  cdlmg  with  his  loud  instrument  to  hi5 
Galatea. 

1^  other  compartments^  which  'Le  'Brun- 
could  not  paint,  on  account  of  thfe  cessation  of 
fee  works,  remained  a  long  time  vacant,  ^xA 
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would  have  been  SO  at  this  day,  had  not  the  ci- 
devant  Academy  of  Painting,  to  whom  the  king, 
in  1764,  granted  the  use  of  the  Gallery  of 
Apollo,  resolved  that,  in  future,  the  historical 
painters  who  might  be  admitted  members,  should 
be  bound  to  paint  for  their  reception  one  of  the 
subjects  which  were  still  wanting  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  ceiling.  In  this  manner,  five  of 
the  compartments,  which  remained  to  be  fille4> 
were  successively  decorated,  namely : 

1 .  Summery  by  Durameau. 

2.  Autumrij  by  Taraval. 

3.  Springy  hy  Callet. 

A^  Winter,  by  Lagrenee  the  younger. 

5.  Morningy  or  day-break,  by  Rekou. 

The  Gallery  of  Apollo  now  making  part  of 
the  Central  Museum,  it  would  be  worthy  of  the 
government  to  cause  its  ceiling  to  be  completed, 
by  having  the  three  vacant  compartments  painted 
by  skilful  French  artists, 

,  Under  the  compartments,  and  immediately 
,above  the  cornice,  are  twelve  medallions,  which 
were  to  represent  the  twelve  months  of  the  yeaty 
characterized  by  the  different  occupations  pe- 
culiar to  them :  eight  only  are  executed,  and  these 
af  e  the  months  of  summer,  autumn,  and  winter. 

The  rich  borders  in  gilt  stucco,  which  serve  as 
frames  to  all  these  paintings,  the  caryatides  which 
support  them,  as  well  as  the  groups  of  MuseSj 
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RiverSj  and  Children,  that  are  distributed  ov^r 
the  great  cornice,  are  worthy  of  remark.  Not 
only  were  the  most  celebrated  sculptors  then  in 
France,  Gaspar  and  BAiiTHAZAB  Marsy^  Reg- 
NAUDiN,  ajid  GiRARDOK,  chosen  to  execute  them ; 
but  their  emulation  wa&  also  excited  by  a  premium 
of  three  hundred  louis^  which  was  promised  to 
him  who  should  excel.  Girardon  obtained  jt 
by  the  execution  of  the  following  pieces  of 
sculpture : 

1.  The  figure  representing  a  river  which  is 
under  the  Wahing  of  the  JVatersy  at  th^  south  ex- 
tremity of  the  gallery* 

2*  The  two  trophies  of  arms,  which  are  near 
that  riven 

3.  The  caryatides  that  support  one  of  the  oc** 
tagonal  compartments  towards  the  quay,  at  the 
foot  of  which  are  seen  two  children ;  the  one 
armed  with  a  sickle,  the  other  leaning  on  a  lion. 

4.  The  group  of  caryatides  that  supports  the 
great  compartment  where  Summer  is  represented, 
and  below  which  is  a  child  holding  a  balance. 

5.  The  two  grouped  figures  of  Tragedy  and 
Comedy,  which  rest  on  the  great  cornice. 

In  the  Gallery  op  Apollo  wilt  be  exhibited 
in  succession,  about  twelve  thousand  original 
drawings  of  the  Italian,  Flemish,  and  French 
schools,  the  greater  part  of  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  crown.    This  valuable  collection 
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had  been  successively  enriched  by  the  thoicfe  of 
those  of  Jab  AK,  LANoirfe,  Montarsi^,  Lfi  Bmw, 
Crozat,  Marietta,  &c.  yet  nevfei'  rendered 
public.  Private  and  partial  admiiSdioii  to  it  had, 
indeed,  been  granted ;  but  artists  and  amateurs, 
kt  general,  were  precluded  from  so  rich  a  sbttfCte 
of  study.  By  incon^jeivable  neglect,  it  seemied 
almost  to  have  escaped  the  attention  6f  tlie  <M 
government,  having  been  for  a  h^itod^  yeai*s  shut 
up  in  a  confined  place,  instead  of  being  -exhibited 
to  public  vtew. 

The  variety  of  the  forms  and  diftitosions  of 
these  drawings  having  opposed  the  more  prefe- 
'able  mode  of  arraiigkig  thefn  by  sehoofe,  and  in 
(chronological  order,  the  most  capital  drawings  ©f 
-each  master  have  been  ^e1ec*ed  (for,  in  so  'exten- 
sive a  collection,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that 
they  were  all  equally  interesting) ;  and  these  even 
^e  sufficiently  numerous  to  furmsh  sev^al  Suc- 
cessive exhibitions. 

The  present  eKhibition  cdnsists  of  upwar<ls  of 
two  hundred  drawings  by  the  most  distinguished 
ttiasters  of  the  Italian  school,  about  one  hundred 
by  those  of  the  Flemish,  and  as  many,  or  rather 
more,  by  thb^  of  the  French.  They  are  placed 
in  glared  frames,  so  contrived  as  to  admit  of  the 
subjects  being  changed  at  'pleasure.  Among  tlie 
drawings  by  :Raphael,  islhe  great  Cartoon  of  the 
Athenian  School,    ^  valuable    fr^mait   'Whicb 


9^red  fpr  the  e^^^ciitkm  of  thp  grand  /rejca 
painting  iBi  the  Va(ic«iife»  the  largest  and  finest  of 
all  his  productions.  It  was  brought  from  the 
,4wbfwl^  libitry  at  Miian^  and  i^  one  of  the 
XDOfiH  instructive  wo^ka  extwt  fqr  a  study. 

Bei^fdes  the  d?c^wings^  i$  a  frame  containing  a 
isierie&  of  portraits  of  iUustriotts  personages  who 
xn^de  a  figure  m  th^  re^  of  Lewis  XI Y.  They 
are  miniatures  in  encHiiel^  painted  chiefly  by  the 
odelM^ted  P«Ti5x>T  erf  Geneva. 

H^earealsQ^  to  be  seen  some  busts  and  antique 
va$e^.  Thfe  mc«&t  remarkable  of  the  latter  is  one  of 
Parian  marble,  about  twenty-one  inches  in  height 
by  twelve  in  diameta*.  It  is  of  an  oval  form ;  the 
handles,  cut  out  of  the  solid  stone,  are  orna- 
mented with  four  swans*  heads,  and  the  neck 
with  branches  of  ivy.  On  the  swell  is  a  bas-re- 
lief, sculptured  in  the  old  Greek  style,  and  in  the 
centre  is  an  akar  on  which  these  words  may  be 
dccyphered. 

202IBI02  AOHNAIOr  EHOIEL 
Sosibios  of  Athens  fecit. 

This  beautiful  vase*  is  placed  on  a  table  of 
violet  African  breccia,   remarkable  for  its  size, 

*  Whatever  may  be  the  teauty  of  thi*  vase,  two  others 
are  to  be  seen  in  Paris,  which  surpass  it,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  one  of  the  most  celebrated  antiquaries  of  the  age, 
M.  ViscoNTi,   They  are  now  in  the  possession  of  M.  Au  b  k i. 
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being  twelve  feet  in  length,  three  feet  ten 
inches  in  breadth,  and  upwards  of  three  inches 
in  thickness. 

It  might,  at  first,  be  supposed  that  the  indiscri* 
minate  admission  of  persons  of  all  ranks  to  a  Mu-* 
seum,  which  presents  so  many  attractive  objects, 
would  create  confusion,  and  occasion  breaches  of 
decorum.  But  this  is  by  no  means  the  case. 
Savoyards,  poissardesy  and  the  whole  motley  as- 
semblage of  the  lower  classes  of  both  sexes  in 
^  Paris,  behave  themselves  with  as  much  propriety 
9S  the  more  refined  visiters ;  though  their  remarks, 

doctor  of  Physic,  residing  at  N°.  272,  Rw  St.  Thomas  iu 
Jjowre,  but  they  formerly  graced  the  cabinet  of  the  Villa- Al^ 
hani  at  Rome.    In  this  apartment.  Cardinal  Alessandro  ha4 
assembled  some  of  the  most  valuable  ornaments  of  aiitiqqity. 
Here  were  to  be  seen  th^  Apollo  Sauroctonos  in  bronze, 
the  Diana  in  alabaster,  and  the  miqtte  bas-relief  of  the  apo- 
theosis of  Hercules.    By  the  side  of  «ich  rare  objects  of  art, 
these  vases  attracted  no  less  attention.    To  describe  (hem  as 
tliey  deserve,  would  lead  me  too  far  j  they  need  only  to  be 
seen  to  be  admired.     Although  their  form  is  antique,  the  ex- 
ecution of  them  is  modern,  and  ascribed  to  the  celebrated 
sculptor,  Silvio  da  Veletrt,  who  lived  in  the  beginnihg  of 
the  seventeenth  century.     Indeed,  M.  Visconti  affirms  that 
antiquity  affords  not  their  eqvial  j  assigning  as  a  reason  that 
porphyry  was  introduced  into  Rome  at  a  period  when  tlie  fine 
arts  were  tending  to  their  decline*      Notwithstanding  the 
hardness  of  the  substance,  they  are  executed  with  such  taste 
and  perfection,  tliat  the  porphyry  is  reduced  to  the  thinness 
of  china« 
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fferhaps,  may  be  expressed  in  language  less 
polished.  In  conspicuous  places  of  the  various 
apartments,  boards  are  affixed,  on  which  is  ii>- 
scribedthie  following  significant  appeal  to  the  un- 
cultivated mind,  "  Citoyensy  ne  touckez  i  rien\ 
*^  mais  respectez  la  Tropricte  Nationale.''  Proper 
persons  are  statio^^  here  and  there  to  caution 
such  as,  through  thoughtlessness  or  ignorance, 
might  not  attend  to  the  admonition. 

On  the .  days  appropriated  to  the  accommoda- 
tion of  students,  great  numbers  are  to  be  seen 
in  different  parts  of  the  Museum,  some  mounted 
on  little  stages,  others  standing  or  sitting,  all  se- 
dulously employed  in  copying  the  favourite  object 
of  Iheir  studies.  Indeed,  the  epithet  Central 
has  been  applied  to  this  establishment,  in  order  to 
designate  a  Museum,  whiqh  is  to  contain  the 
choicest  productions  of  art,  and,  of  course,  be- 
come the  centre^  of  study.  Here,  nothing  has 
been  neglected  that  could  render  such  an  institu- 
tion useful,  either  in  a  political  light,  or  in  regard 
to  public  instruction.  Its  magnificence  and 
splendour  speak  to  every  eye,  and  are  calculated 
to  attract  the  attention  of  foreigners  from  the 
four  quarters  of  the  globe ;  while,  as  a  source  of 
improvement,  it  presents  to  students  the  finest 
models  that  the  arts  and  sciences  could  assemble. 
In  a  philosophical  point  of  view,  such  a  Museum 
may  be  compared  to  a  torch,  whose  light  will  not 
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only  dispel  tbe  remnant  of  that  had  taste  which*, 
for  a   century,  has   predominated    in  the   arts 
dependent  on  design^  but  also  §erve   to  guide 
the  future  progress  of  the  rising,  generation* 


» 
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Paris',  Ntyvtmbtr  17,  IdOK 

The  Louvrey  the  tileries,  together  with  the  JViz-r 
tional  Fke  in  honour  of  Peace,,  and  a  crowd  of  in- 
teresting  objects,  have  so  engrossed  oUr  attentioDj, 
that  we  seem  to  have  overlooked  the  ci-devant 
Palais  Royal  Let  us  then  examine  that  noted 
edificej,  which  now  bears  the  name  of 

PALAIS  DU  TRIB17NAT. 

In .  1 629,  Cardinal  Richelieu  began  the  con- 
struction of  this  palace.  When  finished,  in  1636, 
h^  called  it  the  Palais  CardincUy,  a  denomination 
which  was  much  criticised,  as.  being  unworthy  of 
the  founder  of  the  French  Academy. 

Like  the  politic  Wolseley,  who  gave  Hampton- 
Gourt  to  Henry  VIII,  the  crafty  Richelieu,  in 
1 639,  thought  proper  to  make  a  present  of  this 
palace  to  Lewis  XIII.  After  the  death  of  that 
kin^,  Ann^  (rf  Austria,  queen  of  France  a^d  re- 
gent pf  the  kingdom,  quitted  the  Louvre  to  in- 
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habit  the  PaMs  Cardinal^  with  her  sons  Lewis 
XIV  and  the  Duke  of  Ai^ou. 

The  first  kiscriptkxn  was  then  removed,  and 
this  pdiace  was  called  le  Palais  Royal,  a  name 
which  it  fHreserved  till  the  revolution,  when,  after 
the  new  title  assumed  by  its  then  owner,  it  was 
denominated  la  Maison  Egalite,  till,  under  the 
consular  government,  since  the  Tribunate  have 
here  established  their  sittings,  it  has  ol^ined  its 
present  app^ktioa  of  Palais  du  TribunaU 

In  the  sequel,  Lewis  XIV  granted  to  Monsieur^ 
his  only  brother,  nuurried  to  Henrietta  Stuart, 
daughter  of  Charles  i,  the  enjoyment  of  the 
Palais  Royialy  and  afterwajrds  vested  the  pro- 
perty  of  it  in  bis  grandson^^  the  Duke  of  Chartres. 

That  prince,  become  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  re- 
gent of  France,  during  the  minority  of  Levels  XV^ 
resided  in  this  palace^  and  (to  use  Voltaire's  ex- 
pression) hence  gave  the  signal  of  voluptuousness* 
to  the  whole  kingdom.  Here  too,  he  ruled  it 
with  principles  the  most  dtorig ;  holding  men,  in 
general,  in  great  contempt,  and  conceiving  them 
to  be  all  as  insidious,  as  servile,  and  as  covetous 
as  those  by  whom  he  was  surroundedi  With  the 
superiority  of  his  character,  he  made  a  sport  of 
governing  this  mass  of  individuals,  as  if  the  task 
was  unworthy  of  hi>  genius.  The  fact  is  illus- 
trated by  the  following  anecdote. 

At  the  commencement  of  his  regraw^y,  the 
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debts  of  the  State  were  immense,  and  the  finaniies 
exhausted :  such  great  evils  required  extra- 
ordinary remedies;  he  wished  to  persuade  the 
people  that  paper-money  was  better  than  specie. 
Thousands  became  the  dupes  of  their  avarice,  and 
too  soon  awoke  from  their  dream  only  to  curse 
the  authors  of  a  project  which  ended  in  their 
total  ruin.  It  is  almost  needless  to  mention  that 
I  here  allude  to  the  Mississippi  bubble: 
^  In  circumstances  so  critical,  the  Parliament  of 
Paris  thought  it  their  duty  to  make  remonstrances. 
They  accordingly  sent  deputies  to  the  regent^  who 
was  persuaded  that  they  wished  to  stir  up  the  Pa- 
risians against  him.  After  having  listened  to  their 
harangue  with  mtich  phelgm^  he  gave  them  his 

answer  in  four  words:  "  Go  and  be  d n'd." 

The  deputy,  who  had  addressed  him,  nothing  dis- 
concerted, instantly  replied  :  "  Sir,  it  is  the  cus- 
^  torn  of  the  Parliament  to  enter  in  their  registers 

the  answers  which  they  receive  from  the  throne : 

shall  they  insert  this  ?" 

The  principles  of  the  regent's  administration, 
which  succeeded  those  of  Lewis  XIV,  form  in  his- 
tory a  very  striking  shade.  The  French  nation, 
which,  plastic  as  wax,  yields  to  eveiy  impression, 
was  new-modelled  in  a  single  instant.  As  a 
rotten  speck,  by  spreading,  contamira*:es  the 
linest  fruit,  so  was  the  Palais  Royal  the  corrupt 
spot,  whence  the  contagion  of  debauchery  was 
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propagated,  even  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 

This  period^  infinitely  cmious  and  interesting, 
paved  the  way  to  the  present  manners.  If  the 
basis  of  morality  be  at  this  day  overthrown  in 
France,  the  regency  of  Philip  of  Orleans,  by 
completing  what  the  dissolute  court  of  Lewis  XIV 
had  begun,  has  occasioned  that  rapid  change, 
whose  influence  was  felt  long  before  the  revo- 
lution, and  will,  in  all  probability,  last  for  ages# 
At  feast,  I  think  that  such  a  conclusion  is  ex- 
emplified by  what  has  occurred  in  England  since 
the  profligdte  reign  of  Charles  II,  the  effects  of 
whose  example  have  never  been  done  away. 

Different  circumstances  have  produced  consi- 
derable alterations  in  this  palacfe,  so  that,  at  the 
present  day,  its  numerous  buildings  preserve  of 
the  first  architect,  Le  Mercier,  no  more  than  a 
small  part  of  the  second  court. 

The  principal  entrance  of  the  Palais  du  Tri^ 
iunat  is  frpm  the  Rue  St.  Honor^  The  facade, 
on  this  side,  which  was  constructed  in  1763, 
consists  of  tjvo  pavilions,  ornamented  by  Doric 
and  Ionic  pillars,  and  connected  by  a  lofty  stone- 
wall, perforated  with  arches,  to  three  grand 
gates,  by  which  you  enter  the  first  court.  Here, 
two  elegant  wings  present  themselves,  decorated 
with  pilasters,  also  of  the  Doric  and  Ionic  orders, 
which  are  likewise  etnployed  for  the  pillars  of  the 
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avant-corps  in  the  centre.  This  avant*e<M^  i» 
pitrced  with  three  arches,  which  serve  as  a  pas- 
sage into  the  second  court,  and  correspond  with 
the  three  gates  before-mentioned. 

Haviiig  reached  the  Yestibvde,  betweea  the  two 
courts,  where  large  Doric  pilkr»  rise,  thought 
partly  concealed  |py  a  number  of  little  shopa  and 
stalls,  you  see,  oo  the  right,  the  handsome  e!*^ 
liptical  stair-casei,  which  leads  to  the  apartmenitaw 
It  branches  off  into  two  divisions  at  the  third  st^ 
and  is  lighted  by  a  lofty  dome,  Tht  balustrade  of 
polished  uron  is  beautiful,  and  is  said  iQ  have  eoai 
thirty-two  workmen  two  years'  labour.  Before 
the  revolution,  strangers  r^aired  hither  to  ad« 
mire  the  cabinet  of  gems  and  engraved  stones, 
the,  cabinet  of  naturd  history,  tb€^  ciolleetiof)  of 
models  olarts,  trades,  and  manufactures,  and.  the 
famous  collection  of  pictures,  belooD^i^  to  the 
last  duke  of  Orleans,  and  chiefly  assembled,  at  a 
vasi  expense,  by  his  grandfather,  the  regent. 

This  second  court  is  larger  than  the  first ;  but 
it  still  remains  in  an  incomplete  state.  The 
right-hand  wing  only  is  finished,  and  is  merely  a 
continuatk)n  of  that  which  we  have  seen  in  the 
other  court.  On  the  left  hand,  is  the  site  of  the 
new  hall  intended  for  the  sittings  of  the  Tribu- 
nate. Workmen  are  now  employed  in  its  con- 
struction; heaps  of  stones  and  mortar  are  lying 
about,  and  the  building  seems  to  proceed  with 
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tolerable  expedition.  Here,  in  the  badk-groiind, 
is  t  crowd  of  Kttle  stalls  for  the  sale  of  various 
artioles,  such  as  prints,  {Jays,  fruit,  and  pastry. 
In  front  stend  such  carriages  as  remain  in  wait- 
ing for  those  who  may  have  been  set  down  at  this 
^nd  of  the  palace.  Proceeding  onward,  yon  pass 
through  two  parajlel  wooden  galleries,  lined  on 
each  side  with  shops,  and  enter  the  formerly- 
enchanting  regions  of  the 

JARDIN  DU  PALAIS  DU  TRIBUNAT. 

The  old  garden  of  the  Palais  Royaly  long  fa- 
mous for  its  shady  walks,  and  for  being  the  most 
•fashionable  public  •promenade  in  Paris,  had,  from 
its  centrical  situation,  gradually  attracted  to  its 
^cinity  a  considerable  number  of  i^eciilators,  who 
•there  opened  ready-furnished  hotels,  coffee- 
iiouses,  tad  shops  of  various  descriptions.  The 
success  of  these  difFerept  establishments  awakened 
the  cupidity  of  its  wealthy  proprietor,  then  Duke 
of  Chartres,  whb,  conceiving  that  the  ground 
might  be  made  to  yield  a  capital  augmentation  to 
his  income,  fixed. on  a  plan  for  enclosing  it  by  a 
magnificent  range  of  buildings. 

Notwithstanding  the  clamours  of  the  Parisian 
♦public,  who,  from  long  habit,  considered  that 
•they  had  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right  to  this  fa- 
vourite promenade,  the  axe  was  laid  to  the  cele- 
1l>rated  arbre  de   Cracovie  and  other   venerable 
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treeSj  and  their  stately  heads  were  soon  levelled 
to  the  ground.  Every  one  murmured  as  if  these 
trees  had  been  his  own  private  property,  and  cut 
down  against  his  will  and  pleasure.  This  will  not 
appear  extraordinary,  when  it  is  considered  that, 
under  their  wide-spreading  branches,  which  af- 
forded a  shelter  impervious  to  the  sun  and  rain, 
politicians  by  day,  adjusted  the  balance  of  power, 
and  arbiters  of  taste-discussed  the  fashions  of  the 
moment;  while,  by  night,  they  presented  a  ca- 
nopy, beneath  which  were  often  arranged  the 
clandestine  bargains  of  opera-girls  and  other  vo- 
taries of  Venus.  * 

After  venting  their  spleen  in  vague  conjectures, 
witty  epigrams,  and  lampoons,  the  Parisians  were 
silent.  They  presently  found  that  they  were,  in 
general,  not  likely  to  be  losers  by  this  devastation. 
In  1782,  the  execution  of  the  new  plan  was  be- 
•gun :  in  less  than  three  years,  the  present  inclo- 
sure  was  nearly  completed,  and  the  modem  gar- 
den thrown  open  to  the  public,  uniting  to  the 
advantages  of  the  ancient  one,  a  thousand  others 
more  refined  and  concentrated. 

The  form  of  this  garden  is  a  parallelogram, 
whose  length  is  seven  hundred  and  two  feet  by 
three  hundred  in  breadth,  taken  at  its  greatest 
dimensions.  It  is  bordered,  on  three  of  its  sides, 
by  new,  uniform  buildings,  of  light  and  elegant 
architecture.    Rising  to  an  elevation  of  forty-two 
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feet,  these  buildings  present  two  regular  stories, 
exclusively  of  the  mansarde^  or  attic  story,  deco- 
rated by  festoons,  bas-reliefs,  and  large  Composite 
fluted  pillars,  bearing  an  entablature  in  whose 
frieze  windows  are  pierced.  Throughout  its  ex- 
tent, the  whole  edifice  is  crowned  by  a  balustrade, 
on  the  pedestals  of  which  vases  are  placed  at 
equal  distances. 

In  the  middle  of  the  garden  stood  a  most 
singular  building,  partly  subterraneous,  called  a 
Cirque.  This  circus,  which  was  first  opened  in 
]789j  with  concerts,  balls,  &c.  was  also  appro- 
priated to  more  useful  objects,  and,  in  ]  792,  a 
Lyceum  of  Arts  was  here  established ;  but  in  1797, 
it  was  consumed  by  fire,  and  its  site  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  a  grass-plot.  On  the  two  long  sides  of 
the  garden  are  planted  three  rows  of  horse-ches- 
nut  trees,  not  yet  of  sufficient  growth  to  afford 
any  shade ;  and  what  is  new,  is  a  few  shrubs  and 
flowers  ii)  inclosed  compartments.  The  walks 
are  of  gravel,  and  kept  in  good  order. 

On  the  ground-floor,  a  covered  gallery  runs  en- 
tirely round  the  garden.  The  shops,  Sec.  on  this 
floor,  as  well  as  the  apartments  of  the  entresol 
above  them,  receive  light  by  one  hundred  and 
eighty  porticoes,  which  are  open  towards  the 
garden,  and  used  to  have  each  a  glass  lantern, 
with  reflectors,  suspended  in  the  middle  of  their 
arch.    In  lieu  of  these,  some  of  a  less  brilliant 
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description  are  now  distributed  on  a  more  eco« 
noinical  plan  under  the  piazzas ;  but^  at  the  close 
of  day,  the  rivalship  of  the  shopkeepers,  in  display- 
ing their  various  commodities,  creates  a  blaze 
of  li^t  which  would  strike  a  jstrailger  as  the  effect 
of  an  illumination. 

The  fourth  side  of  the  garden  towards  the  Bfm 
St.  HonorS  is  still  occupied  by  a  dotible  gaJlcay, 
constructed,    as  I   ha?e  already  mentioned,  of 
wood,  which  has  subsistied  nearly  in  h;s  present 
Btate  ever  since  I  first  visited  Fans  in  1 784.    It 
^as  to  have  been  replace  by  a  colonnade  for 
the  inclosure  of  the  two  courts.    Hiis  colonnade 
was  to  have  consisted  of  ^x  rows  of  Doric  pillars, 
supporting  a  spacious  picture-gallery,   (intended 
for  the  whole  of  the  Orleans  collection),  w^hich 
was  to  have  constituted  the  fourth  faqade  to  the 
garden,  and  have  fwrned  a  covered  w^lk,  cc»n'- 
•inunicating  with  the  galleries  of  the  other  three 
<8ides. 

These  galleries^  whose  whole  circumference 
measunss  upwards  of  a  third  of  a  mile,  afford  to 
the  public,  even  in  bad  weather,  a  w^k  equally 
agreeable  and  convenient,  embeiliihed,  on  the 
one  side,  by  the  aspect  of  the  garden,  and,  OB 
the  other,  by  the  studied  display  of  ev^ry  thing 
that  taste  and  fashion  can  invent  to  captivate  the 
attention  of  passengers. 
No  place  in  Paris,  however,  exhibits  sudi  a 
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contrast  to  its  former  attractions  as  this  once- 
fashionable  rendezvous.  The  change  of  its  name 
from  Palais  Royal  to  Maison  Egalitc  conveys 
not  to  the  imagination  a  dissimilitude  more 
glaring  than  is  observable  between  the  present 
frequenters  of  this  favourite  promenade,  and 
those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  flocking  hither 
before  the  revolution. 

At  that  period,  the  scene  was  enlivened  by  the 
most  brilliant  and  most  captivating  company 
in  the  capital,  both,  in  point  of  exterior  and 
manners.  At  this  day,  the  medal  is  exactly  re- 
versed. In  lieu  of  well-dressed  or  welUbehaved 
persons  of  both  sexes,  this  garden,  including  its 
purlieus,  presents,  morning  and  evening,  nothing 
but  hordes  of  stock-jobbers,  money-brokers, 
gamblers,  and  adventurers  of  every  description* 
The  females  who  frequent  it,  correspond  nearly 
to  the  character  of  the  men;  they  are,  for  the 
greater  part,  of  the  most  debauched  and  aban- 
doned class :  for  a  Lais  of  hon  ton  seldom  ventures 
to  shew  herself  among  this  medley  of  miscreants. 

In  the  crowd,  may  be  occasionally  remarked 
a  few  strangers  attracted  by  curiosity,  and  other 
individuals  of  respectable  appearance  called  hither 
on  business,  as  well  as  some  inoffensive  news- 
mongers, resorting  to  the  coffee-houses /tqlxead 
the  papers.  But,  in  general,  the  great  majority 
of  the  company,  now  seen  here,  is  of  a  cast  so 

VOL.  I.  o 


ig4  A  SK^TCSH  OF  PARBS* 

extremely  low,  that  no  decent  woman,,  whethts" 
Hiarried  or  single,  thinks  of  appeaxiag  m  a  place 
where  ^e  would  run  a  risk  of  being  pit  out  o£ 
countenance  in  passing  alone^  even  in  the  ds^- 
time.  In  the  evening,  the  company  ]&  of  a  stilt 
worse  complexion;  and  the  concourse  bec<»3aea 
so  great  under  the  piazzas,  particularly  when^  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  drives  people  out  of  the 
garden,  that  it  is  sometimes  difficult  ta  cross 
through  the  motley  assonblage*  At  the  conclu-- 
sion  of  the  performances  in  the  neighbouring 
theatres,  there  is.  a  vast  accession  of  the  inferior 
order:  of  nymphs  of  the  Cyprian  cocps ;  and  thenj 
amorous  conversation  and  dalliance  reach  the. 
sjomjnit  of  licentious  fre^lom* 

The  greater  part  of  the  political  commotians^ 
which  have^  at  different  times,  convuls^  Pari*, 
took  their  rise  in  th^  ci-^devant  Palak  Rcn/xily  or 
it  has,  i^  some  shape,  been  their  theatre.  IfL 
this,  palace  too  originated  the  dreadful  reverse  of 
fortune  which  the  queen  experienced ;  and,  in- 
deed, when  the  cart  in  which  her  mi^esty  was: 
carried  ta  the. scaffold,  passed:  before  the  gates,  of 
this  edifice,  she  was  unable  to  repress  a  siga  of 
indignation. 

All  writers  who  have  spoken  of  the  inveterate 
hatred^  ^vhich  existed  between  the  queen  and  M; 
d^r|.eans,  have  ascribed  it  to  despised  lov^ 
whose  pangSy  as  Sbaki^eare   tdils  us^^   are-  not^ 
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patiently  endured.  Some  insist  that  the  dnke^ 
enamoured  of  the  charrtiS  of  the  queen,  hazarded 
A  declaration,  whicn  her  majesty  not  only  received 
with  disdaifl,  But  threatened  to  inform  th6  king 
of  in  cai6  of  a  renewal  of  his  addresses.  .  Others 
affirm  that  the  qu6eti,  at  one  time,  shewed  that 
the  duke  'Was  not  indifferent  to  her,  and  that,  on 
a  hint  bring  gl\^  to  him  t6  that  effect,  hfe  re- 
plied :  "  Every  one  may  be  ambitious  to  pleasd 
^^  the  queeri,  except  myself.  Our  interests  are 
'^  too  opposite  for  Love  ever  to  unite  them.'* 
On  this  foundation  is  built  the  origin  of  the  ani- 
mosity which,  m  the  end,  brought  both  these 
great  personages  to  the  scaffold. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  Which 
gshrc  ris^  to  it,  certern  k  is  that  they  never  omitted 
any  opportunity  of  peri^ecuting  each  other.  The 
qtieen  had  no  difficulty  in  pourtraying  the  duke 
as  a  man  addicted  to  the  most  profligate  excesses, 
and  in  alienating  frofn  him  the  mind  of  the  king : 
he.  On  his  side,  found  it  as  easy,  by  means  of 
surreptitious  publicatioris,  to  represent  her  as  ^ 
Woman  given  to  illicit  ergoyments;  so  that,  long 
l^efore  the  revoltition,  the  character  both  of  the. ' 
queen  and  the  duke  were  well  known  to  the 
public ;  and  their  example  tended  riot  a'  little  to 
increase  the  general  diss^oluteness  of  morals. 
The  debaucheries  of  the  one  served  as'  a  model 
to  aB  the  young  rakes  of  fashion ;  while  the  levity 

o  2 


196  A  SKETCH  OP  PARIS. 

of  the  Other  was  imitated  by  what  were  termed 
the  amiable  women  of  the  capital. 

After  his  exile  in  1788,  the  hatred  of  M.  d'Or- 
ieans  towards  the  queen  roused  that  ambition 
which  he  inherited  from  his  ancestors.  In  watch- 
ing her  private  conduct,  in  order  to  expose  her 
criminal  weaknesses,  he  discovered  a  certain  po- 
litical project,  which  gave  birth  to  the  idea  of  his 
forming  a  plan  of  a  widely-different  nature. 
Hitherto  he  had  given  himself  little  trouble 
about  State  affairs;  but,  in  conjunction  with 
his  confidential  friends,  he  now  began  to  cal- 
culate the  means  of  profiting  by  the  distress  of 
his  country. 

The  first  shocks  of  the  revolution  had  so  elec- 
trified the  greater  part  of  the  Parisians,  that,  in 
regard  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  they  impercep- 
tibly passed  from  profound  contempt  to  blind  in- 
fatuation. His  palace  became  the  rendezvous 
of  all  the  malcontents  of  the  court,  and  this 
garden  the  place  of  assembly  of  all  the  dema- 
gogues. His  exile  appeared  a  public  calamity, 
and  his  recall  was  celebrated  as  a  triumph.  Had 
he  possessed  a  vigour  of  intellect,  and  a  daring 
equal  to  the  situation  of  leader  of  a  party,  there 
is  little  doubt  that  he  might  have  succeeded  in 
his  plan,  and  been  declared  regent.  His  immense 
income,  amounting  to  upwards  of  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterlings  was  employed  to  gain 
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partisans,    and    secure    the  attachment    of   the 
people. 

After  the  taking  of  the  Bastille,  it  is  admitted 
that  his  party  was  sufficiently  powerful  to  effect  a 
revolution  in  his  favour;  but  his  pusillanimity 
prevailed  over  his  ambition.  The  active  vigilance 
of  the  queen  thwarting  his  projects,  he  resolved 
to  get  rid  of  her :  and  in  that  intention  was  the 
irruption  of  the  populace  directed  to  Versailles. 
This  fact  seems  proved :  for,  on  some  one  com- 
plaining before  him  in  179^5  that  the  revolution 
proceeded  too  'slowly.  "  It  would  have  been 
^'  terminated  long  ago,"  replied  he,  "  had  the 
*^  queen  been  sacrificed  on  the  5th  of  October 
''  1789." 

Two  months  before  the  fall  of  the  throne,  M. 
d'Orleans  still  reckoned  to  be  able  to  attain  his 
wishes;  but  he  soon  found  himself  egregiously 
mistaken.  The  factions,  after  mutually  accusing 
each  other  of  having  him  for  their  chief,  ended  by 
deserting  him ;  and,  after  the  death  of  the  king, 
he  became  a  stranger  to  repose,  and,  for  the  se- 
cond time,  an  object  of  contempt.  The  neces- 
sity of  keeping  up  the  exaltation  of  the  people, 
had  exhausted  his  fortune,  great  as  it  was;  and 
want  of  money  daily  detached  different  agents 
from  his  party.  His  plate,  his  pictures,  his  fur- 
niture, his  books,  his  trinkets,  his  gems,  all  went 
to  purchase  the  favour,  and  at  length  the  protec- 
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tion,  of  the  Mar^ti$ts.  Not  haying  it  in  hi^ 
power  to  satisfy  their  cupidity,  he  opened  Iqw^ 
on  all  sides,  md  granted  iUvmory  mortg^es. 
Paving  nothing  mor/s  left  to  di§pose  of,  he  wm 
reduced,  as  a  last  resoiirc^^  tp  sell  hiq  hodyrlinen. 
In  thi$  Y^ry  bargain  w^  he  engaged,  ^h^^  ^ 
was  apprehended  apd  ^nt  to  Marseille^. 

Although  acquitt:ed  hy  the  crijnin^l  tribunal, 
before  which  he  was  tried  in  tl^e  south  of  FfWCfe 
he  was  still  detained  there  in  prison.  At  first,  1}C 
had  shed  tearSj  an4  givei^  himsjelf  up  to  despair, 
but  now  hope  onpe  qiore  revived  his  spif its^  ^d 
}ic  availed  hio^self  of  the  indulgence  gr^nte^  ]:|iiB, 
by  givipg  w^y  to.  hi^  pld  h^^hits  of  debauchery. 
On  being  brought  to  Paris  after  six  months'  con- 
iinement^  |ie  flattered  himself  tha(  he  shoved  ex- 
perience the  ?ame  lenity  in  th^  capital.  The 
jailer  of  the  Conckrgerie,  1^0%  knowing  whether 
M,  d' Orleans  wQuld  leave  that  prison  to  ascend 
the  throne  or  the  scaffoldji  treated  him  with  parti- 
cular resipec.t ;,  aud  he  hin>self  was  impjpessed  with 
the  idf  a  that  \\Q^  wo^ld  sqon  resume  an  ajcend^ncy 
\a  public  affairs.  But,  on  his  siepond  trialj.  h^ 
was  un^nimQu^ly  declared  gviilty  of  conspiriiig 
against  the  ynity  and  indiyisibility  of  the  Re- 
public, ^nd  condera^i^  to  die,  though  1^0  proof 
whatever  of  his  guilt  w^  produced  to  the  jury. 
One  interrogatory  put  to  him  is  deserving  of 
OPtice*     It  Tivas  tt^s:  ^^  Pidyou  not  ^?  day  say 
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**  to  a  deputy:  TVhat  will  ymi  ash  of  me  when  I 
^  am  king  f  And  did  not  the  deputy  reply :  / 
^^  will  ask  you  for  a  pistol  to  blow  out  your 
«  brains r 

Every  one  vfho  was  present  at  the  condemna^ 
tion  of  M*  d'Orleans,  and  saw  him  led  to  the 
guillotine>  eiiirms  that  if  he  never  shewed  cou* 
rage  bdbre^  h0  did  at  least  on  that  day.  On 
hearing  the  sentence^  he  called  out :  ^'  Let  it  be 
^^  executed  directly/*  From  the  revolutionary 
tribunal  he  was  conducted  straight  to  the  scaf- 
fold, whene,  notwithstanding  the  reproaches  and 
imprecattona  which  accompanied  him  all  the  way, 
lie  met  his  fate  with  unshaken  firmness. 


LETTER  XIX. 

Paris,  November  18,  1 801 . 

But  if  the  ci-devant  Palais  Royal  has  been  the 
mine  of  political  explosions,  so  it  still  continues 
to  be  the  epitome  of  all  the  trades  in  Paris. 
Under  the  arcades,  on  the  ground-floor,  here  are, 
as  formerly,  shops  of  jewellers,  haberdashers, 
artificial  florists,  milliners,  perfumers,  print- 
sellers,  engravers,  tailors,  shoemakers,  hatters, 
furriers,  glovers,  confectioners,  provision-mer- 
chants, woollen-drapers,  mercers,  cutlers,  toymen. 


200  A  SKETCH  OP  PARIS* 

money-changers,  and  booksellers,  together  with 
several  coffee-houses,  and  lottery-offices,  all  in 
miscellaneous  succession. 

Among  this  enumeration,  the  jewellers'  shops 
are  the  most  attractive  in  point  of  splendour. 
The  name  of  the  proprietor  is  displayed  in  large 
letters  of  artificial  diamonds,  in  a  conspicuous 
compartment  facing  the  door.  This  is  a  sort  of 
signature,  whose  brilliancy  eclipses  all  other 
names,  and  really  dazzles  the  eyes  of  the  spec- 
tators, But  at  the  same  time  it  draws  the  atteui- 
tion  both  of  the  learned  and  the  illiterate:  I 
will  venture  to  affirm  that  the  name  of  .one  of 
these  jewellers  is  more  frequently  §pelt  and  pro^ 
nounced  than  that  of  any  great  man  recorded  in 
history,  either  ancient  or  modern. 

With  respect  to  the  price  of  the  commodities 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  Palais  du  Tribunat^  it  is 
much  the  same  as  in  Bond  Street^  you  pay  one 
third  at  least  for  the  idea  of  fashion  annexed  to 
the  name  of  the  place  where  you  make  the  pur- 
chase, though  the  quality  of  the  article  may  be 
nowise  superior  to  what  you  might  procure  else- 
where. As  in  Bond  Street  too,  the  rents  in  this 
building  are  high,  on  which  account  the  shop- 
keepers are^  in  some  measure,  obliged  to  charge 
higher  than  those  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 
Not  but  I  must  do  them  the  justice  to  acknbw-* 
'  ledge  that  they  make  no  scruple  to  avail  them* 
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selves  of  every  prejudice  formerly  entertained  in 
favour  of  this  grand  emporium,  in  regard  to  taste, 
novelty,  &c.  by  a  still  further  increase  of  their 
prices.  No  small  advantage  to  the  shopkeepers 
established  here  is  the  chance  custom,  arising 
from  such  a  variety  of  trades  being  collected  to- 
gether so  conveniently,  all  within  the  same  in- 
closure.  A  person  resorting  hither  to  procure 
one  thing,  is  sure  to  be  reminded  of  some  other 
want,  which,  had  not  the  article  presented  itself 
to  his  eye,  would  probably  have  escaped  his  re- 
collection; and,  indeed,  such  is  the  thirst  of 
gain,  that  several  tradesmen  keep  a  small  shop 
under  these  piazzas,  independently  of  a  large 
warehouse  in  another  quarter  of  Paris. 

Pamphlets  and  other  ephemeral  productions 
usually  make  their  first  appearance  in  the  Palais 
du  Tribunat;  and  strangers  may  rely  on  being 
plagued  by  a  set  of  fellows  who  here  hawk  about 
prohibited  publications,  of  the  most  immoral  ten- 
dency, embellished  with  correspondent  engrav- 
ings;  such  as  Justine f  ou  les  inalheurs  de  la  vertUy 
'Les  quarante  manih'es^  ^c.  They  seldom,  I  am 
told,  carry  the  publication  about  them,  for  fear 
of  being  unexpectedly  apprehended,  but  keep  it 
at  some  secret  repository  hard  by,  whence  they 
fetch  it  in  an  instant.  It  is  curious  to  see  with 
what  adroitness  these  vagrants  elude  the  vigilance 
of  the  police.    I  had  scarcely  set  my  foot  in  this 
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building  before  a  Jew-looking  fellow,  coining 
close  to  me>  whispered  in  my  ear :  "  Monsieur 

*^  veut'tl  la  vie polissonne  de  Madame F* 

Madame  who  do  you  think  ?  You  will  stare  when 
I  tell  you  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  the  name  of 
her  who  is  now  become  the  first  female  perso- 
nage in  France  ?  I  turned  round  with  astonish* 
iiient;  but  the  ambulating  book-vender  had  vii-» 
nished,  in  consequence,  as  I  conclude,  of  being 
cbscrved  by  some  mouchard.  Thus,  what  little 
virtue  may  remain  in  the  mind  of  youth  is  con- 
taminated by  precept,  as  well  as  example;  and 
the  rising  generation  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
even  more  corrupted  than  that  which  has  pre- 
ceded it. 


It 


Mias  parentum,  fiejor  avis,  ttdit 

Nos  nequioreSy  mox  daturos 

^^  Frogeni^mviiiosicrem.'* 


tc 


Besides  the  shops,  are  some  auction-rooms, 
where  you  may  find  any  article  of  wearing  ap- 
parel or  household  furniture,  from  a  lady's  wig 
i  la  Caracalla  to  a  bed  ^  la  Grecque :  here  are 
as  many  puiSfcrs  as  in  a  mock  auction  in  London  ;^ 
and  should  you  be  tempted  to  bid,  by  the  appa- 
rent cheapness  of  the  object  put  up  for  sale,  it  is 
fifty  to  one  that  yon  soon  repent  of  your  bar- 
gain.    Not  so  with  Uie   magaziiis  de  covjiance 
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^  priffj  Jk^^y  whgrf  are  4isplayed  a  variety  of- ar^ 
t^o}e$^  mjwked  at  a  fixed  pric^^  from  which  ther? 
16  no  ab^emi^nt. 

These  establishments  are  extremely  conveniepit^ 
not  only  to  ingenious  mechanics^  who  haiTe  int 
vented  or  impr<>ved  a  particular  production  of  jpirt, 
of  which  they  wish  to  dispose,  but  also  to  piir-i' 
chasers.  Yqu  walk  in^  and  if  any  article  stril^ 
your  fancy,  you  examine  it  at  your  ease;  you 
consider  the  materials,  the  workmaiiship,  aa4 
lastly  the  price,  without  being  hurried  by  a  Jo* 
quacious  shopkeeper  into  a  purchase  which  |ou 
may  shortly  regret.  A  commission  of  from,  fiv^ 
to  qpe  ha}f  per  cent,  in  graduated  proportions^ 
according  to  the  value  of  the  article,  is  charged 
to  the  seller,  for  ^arehpuse-room  and  all  othet 
expenses. 

Such  is  the  arrangement  of  the  ground-floor  % 
the  apartments  on  the  first  floor  are  at  present 
occupied  by  restaurateurs,  exhibitions  of  variouf 
kinds,  billiard-tables,  and  academies  de  jeu,  oi 
public  gaming-tables^  where  all  the  passions  arc 
let  loose,  and  all  the  torments  of  hell  assembled. 

The  second  story  is  let  out  in  lodgings,  fur^ 
nished  or  unfurnished,  to  persons  of  differeofc 
descriptions,  particularly  to  the  priestesses  of 
Venus.  The  rooms  above,  termed  vmnsardes^ 
in  the  French  architectural  dialect,  are  mostljt 
inhabited  by  old  batchelors,  who  prefer  economjr 
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to  show ;  or  by  artists,  who  subsist  by  the  em* 
ployment  of  their  talents.  These  chambers  are 
spacious,  and  though  the  ceilings  are  low,  they 
receive  a  more  uninterrupted  circulation  of  fresfh 
air,  than  the  less  exalted  regions. 

Over  the  mansardes,  in  the  very  roof,  are  nests 
of  little  rooms,  or  cock-lofts,  resembling,  I  am 
told,  the  cells  of  a  beehive.  Journeymen  shop- 
keepers, domestics,  and  distressed  females  are  said 
to  be  the  principal  occupiers  of  these  aerial 
abodes. 

I  had  nearly  forgot  to  mention  a  species  of 
apartment  little  known  in  England:  I  mean 
the  entresol  J  which  is  what  we  should  denominate 
a  low  story,  (though  here  not  so  considered), 
immediately  above  the  ground-floor,  and  directly 
under  the  first-floor.  In  this  building,  some,  of 
the  entresols,  are  inhabited  by  the  shopkeepers 
below ;  some,  by  women  of  no  equivocal  calling, 
who  throw  out  their  lures  to  the  idle  youths 
sauntering  under  the  arcades;  and  others  again 
are  now  become  maisons  de  pret,  where  pawn- 
brokers exercise  their  usurious  dealings. 
•  In  the  Palais  du  Tribunat^  as  you  may  remark, 
not  an  inch  of  space  is  lost;  every  "hole  and  comer 
being  turned  to  account:  here  and  there,  the 
cellars  even  are  converted  into  scenes  of  gaiety 
and  diversion,  where  the  master  of  the  house  en-. 
tcrtains  his  custoiners  with  a  succession  of  vocal 
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and  instrumental  music,  while  they  are  taking 
such  refreshments  as  he  furnishes. 

This  speculation,  which  has,  by  all  accounts, 
proved  extremely  profitable,  was  introduced  in 
the  early  part  of  the  revolution.  Since  that  pe- 
riod, other  speculations,  engendered  by  the  luxury 
of  the  times,  have  been  set  on  foot  within  the 
precincts  of  this  palace.  Of  two  of  these,  now 
in  full  vigour  and  exercise,  I  must  say  a  few 
words,  as  they  are  of  a  nature  somewhat  curious. 

The  one  is  a  cabinet  de  decrotteur,  where  the 
art  of  blacking  shoes  is  carried  to  a  pitch  of  per- 
fection hitherto  unknown  in  this  country. 

Not  many  years  ago,  it  was  common,  in  Paris, 
to  see  counsellors,  abbes,  and  military  officers,  as 
well  as  petits-maitres  of  every  denomination,  full 
dressed,  that  is,  with  their  hat  under  their  arm, 
their  sword  by  their  side,  and  their  hair  in  a  bag, 
standing  in  the  open  street,  with  one  leg  cocked 
up  on  a  stool,  while  a  rough  Savoyard  or  Au- 
vergnat  hastily  cleaned  their  shoes  with  a  coarse 
mixture  of  lamp-black  and  rancid  oil.  At  the 
present  day,  the  decrotteurs  or  shoe-blacks  still 
exercise  their  profession  on  the  PgtU  Neuf  and  in 
other  quarters;  but,  as  a  refinement  of  the  art, 
ther.'i  is  also  opened,  at  each  of  the  principal 
Entrances  of  the  Palais  du  Tribunat,  a  cabinet  de 
dtcrotteuTy  or  small  apartment,   where  you    are 
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invited  to  take  a  chair,  and  presented  with  thef 
daily  papers. 

The  artist,  with  due  care  and  expeditioii,  first 
removes  the  dirt  from  your  shoes  or  boots-  With  £ 
sponge  occasionally  moistened  in  water>  and  fry 
means  of  several  pencils,  of  different  sizes,  not 
unlike  those  of  a  limner,  he  then  covers  theirr 

0 

\Hth  aj^ft^  varnish,  rivaling  even  japan  ii\  Itistre. 
This  operation  he  performs  with  a  gravity  and 
consequence  that  can  scarcely  fail  to  excite  laugh- 
ter. Yet,  acfcording  to  the  trite  proverb,  it  is  not 
the  customer  who  ought  to  indulge  in  mirth,  but 
the  artist.  Although  his  price  is  much  dearer 
than  that  demanded  by  the  other  professors  of 
this  art,  his  cabinet  is  seldom  empty  from  morn- 
ing to  night ;  and,  by  a  simple  calculation,  his 
pencil  is  found  to  produce  more  than  that  of 
gome  good  painters  of  the  modem  French  School 
At  the  first  view  of  the  matter,  it  should  ap- 
pear that  the  other  speculation  might  have  been 
hit  on  by  ahy  man  with  a  nose  to  his  face ;  but, 
on  more  mature  consideration,  one  is  induced  to 
think  that  its  author  was  a  person  of  some  learn- 
ing, and  well  read  in  ancient  history.  He,  no 
doubt,  took  the  hint  from  Vespasian.  As  that 
emperor  blushed  not  to  make  the  urine  of  the 
citizens  of  Rome  a  source  of  revenue,  so  the 
learned  projector  in  question  rightly  judged  that. 
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in  a  place  of  such  resort  as  the  Palais  du  Tribu-^ 
rtdt,  he  might,  without  shame  or  reproach,  levy  a 
small  tax  on  the  Parisians^  by  providing-  for  their 
convenience  in  a  way  somewhat  analogous.  His 
peiaetration  is  not  unhandsomely  rewarded;  for 
he  derives  an  inccwne  of  1 2^000  francs,  or  ^500 
sterling,  from^  hi^  cabinets  (Patsancc. 

Since  political  causes  first  occasioned  the  shut- 
ing  up  of  the  old  Tkidtre  Frangais  in  the  Fau- 
hmrg  Sl  Germain^  now  reduced  to  a  shell  by- 
fire,  Melpomene  and  Thalia  have  taken  up  their 
abode  in  the  south'^west  angle  of  the  Palais  du 
Tribunaty  and  in  its  north-west  comer  is  another 
theatre,  on  a  smaller  scale,  where  Momus  holds  his 
court ;  so  that  be  you  seriously,  sentimentally,  or 
humorously  disposed,  you  may,  without  quitting 
the  shdter  of  the  piazzas,  satisfy  your  inclination. 
Tragedy,  Comedy,  and  Farce  all  lie  before  you 
within  the  purlieus  of  this  extraordinary  edifice. 

To  sum  up  all  the  conveniences  of  the  Palais 
du  Tribunaty  suffice  it  to  say,  that  almost  every 
want^  natural  or  artificial,  almost  every  app^ite, 
gvos^  or  refined,  might  be  gratified  without  pass- 
ing its  limits;  for,  while  the  extravagant  volup- 
tualy  is  indulging  in  all  the  splendour  of  Asiatic 
luxury,  the  parsimonious  sensualist  need  not  de- 
part xmsatisfied. 

Placed  in  the  middle  of  Paris,  the  Palais  du 
Tribunat  has  been  aptly  compared  to  ar  sink  of 
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vice,  whose  contagious  effects  would  threaten  so- 
ciety with  the  greatest  evils,  were  not  the  scan- 
dalous scenes  of  the  capital  here  concentrated 
into  one  focus.  It  has  also  been  mentioned,  by 
the  same  writer,  Mercier,  as  particularly  worthy 
of  remark,  that,  since  this  building  is  become  a 
grand  theatre,  where  cupidity,  gluttony,  and  li- 
centiousness shew  themselves  under  every  form 
and  excess,  several  other  quarters  of  Paris  are,  in 
a  manner,  purified  by  the  accumulation  of  vices 
which  flourish  in  its  centre. 

Whether  or  not  this  assertion  be  strictly  cor- 
rect, I  will  not  pretend  to  determine :  but,  cer- 
tain it  is  that  the  Palais  du  Tribunat  is  a  vortex 
of  dissipation  where  many  a  youth  is  ingulfed. 
The  natural  manner  in  which  this  may  happen  I 
shall  endeavour  briefly  to  explain,  by  way  of  con- 
clusion to  this  letter. 

A  young  Frenchman,  a  perfect  stranger  in 
Paris,  arrives  there  from  the  country,  and,  wish- 
ing to  equip  himself  in  the  fashion,  hastens  to 
the  Palais  du  Tribunat^  where  he  finds  wearing 
apparel  of  every  description  on  the  ground-JlooT  : 
prompted  by  a  keen  appetite,  he  dines  at  a  res^ 
taurateurs  on  Xhtjirst-Jloor :  after  dinner,  urged 
by  mere  curiosity,  perhaps,  if  riot  decoyed  by 
some  sharper  on  the  look-out  for  novices,  he 
visits  a  public  gaming-table  on  the  same  story. 
Fortune  not  smiling  on  him,  he  retires ;  but,  at 
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that  very  moment,  he  meets,  on  tl\e  landing-place, 
a  captivating  damsel,  who,  like  Virgirs  Galatea,  flies 
to  be  pursued ;  and  the  inexperienced  youth,  after 
ascending  another  flight  of  stairs,  is,  on  the 
second-^flooTy  ushered  into  a  brothel.  Cloyed  or 
disgusted  there,  he  is  again  induced  to  try  the^ 
hiunour  of  the  fickle  goddess,  and  repairs  once 
more  to  the  gaming-table,  till,  having  lost  all  his 
money,  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  descending 
to  the  entresol  to  pawn  his  watch,  before  he  can 
even  procure  a  lodging  in  a  garret  above. 

What  other  city  in  Europe  can  boast  of  such 
an  assemblage  of  accommodation?  Here,  under 
the  same  roof,  a  man  is,  in  the  space  of  a  few  mi- 
nutes, as  perfectly  equipped  from  top  to  toe,  as  if 
he, had  all  the  first  tradesmen  in  London  at  his 
command ;  and  shortly  after,  without  setting  his 
foot  into  the  street,  he  is  as  completely  stt-ipped, 
as  if  he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  gang  of 
robbers. 

To  cleanse  this  Augaean  stable,  would,  no  doubt, 
be  a  Herculean  labour.  For  that  purpose.  Mer- 
lin (of  Douay),  when  Minister  of  the  police,  pro- 
posed to  the  Directory  to  convert  the  whole  of 
the  buildings  of  the  ci-devant  Palais  Royal  into 
barracks.  This  was  certainly  striking  at  the  root 
of  the  evil ;  but,  probably,  so  bold  a  project  was 
rejected,  lest  its  execution,  in  those  critical  times, 

VOL.  !•  p 
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should  excite  the  profligate  Parisians  to  insur- 
rection. 


LETTER  XX. 


Parisy  Novefiiber  io^  1801. 

One  of  the  private  entertainments  here  in  great 
vogue,  and  which  is  understood  to  mark  a  certain 
pre-eminence  in  the  savoir-vivre  of  the  present 
day,  is  a  nocturnal  repast  distinguished  by  the 
insignificant  denomination  of  a 

TH£. 

A  stranger  might,  in  all  probability,  be  led  to 
suppose  that  he  was  invited  to  a  tea-drinking 
party,  when  he  receives  a  note  couched  in  tfa^ 
following  terms : 

"  Madame  R ptie  Monsieur  jB  ■    dt  lui 

^  faire  thonneur  de  venir  au  the  quelle  dsit  don* 
*^  ner  le  5  de  ce  mois.^^ 

Considering  in  that  light  a  similar  invitation 
which  I  received,  I  was  just  on  the  point  of  send* 
ing  an  apology,  when  I  was  informed  that  a  thi 
was  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  sort  of  rout, 
followed  by  substantial  refreshments,  and  generally 
commencing  after  the  evening's  performance  was 
ended  at  the  principal  theatres. 
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dri  coming  out  of  the  opetti-house  then  the 
Other  night,  I  repaired  to  the  lady's  residence  in 
^uestion^  artd  arriving  there  about  twelve  o'clock, 
found  that  I  had  stumbled  on  the  proper  hour- 
As  usual,  there  were  cards,  but  for  those  only 
disposed  to  play  i  for,  as  this  lady  happened  tiot 
to  be  under  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  the 
bouillt>tte  as  a  fintodal  resource,  she  gave  herself 
little  or  no  concern  about  the  card-tables^  Being 
herself  a  very  agreeable,  sprightly  woman,  she  had 
invited  a  numbei*  of  persons  of  both  sexes  of  her 
own  character,  so  that  the  conversation  was  kept 
up  with  infinite  vivacity  till  past  one  o'clock, 
when  tea  and  coffee  were  introduced*  These 
were  immediately  followed  by  jellies,  sandwiches^ 
|)lt£s,  and  a  variety  of  savoury  viands,  in  the  style 
of  a  cold  supper,  together  with  different  sorts  of 
Wines  and  liqueurs*  In  the  opinion  of  some  of* 
the  Parisian  sybarites,  however,  no  the  can  be 
complete  without  the  addition  of  an  article,  which 
IS  here  conceived  to  be  a  perfect  imitation  of 
fashionable  English  cheer.     This  is  hot  punch. 

It  was  impossible  for  me  to  refuse  the  cheerful 
and  engaging  dame  du  logis  to  taste  her  poncke, 
and,  in  compliment  to  me  as  an  Englishman,  she 
presented  me  with  a  glass  containing  at  least  a 
treble  allowance.  Not  being  overfond  of  punchy 
I  would  willingly  have  relinquished  the  honour  of 
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drinking  her  health  in  so  large  a  portion,  appre- 
hending that  this  beverage  might,  in  quality,  re- 
semble that  of  the  same  name  which  I  had  tasted 
here  a  few  evenings  ago  in  one  of  the  principal 
coffeehouses.  The  latter,  in  fact,  was  a  composi- 
tion of  new  rum,  which  reminded  me  of  the  trash 
of  tliat  fcind  distilled  in  New  England,  acidulated 
with  rotten  lemons,  sweetened  with  capillaire,  and 
increased  by  a  quantum  svfficit  of  warm  water. 
My  hostess's  punch,  on  the  contrary,  was  made 
of  the  best  ingredients,  agreeably  to  the  true 
standard ;  in  a  word,  it  was  proper  lady's  punch, 
that  is,  hot,  sweet,  sour,  and  strong.  It  was  dis- 
tributed in  tea-pots,  of  beautiful  porcelaine,  which, 
independently  of  keeping  it  longer  wann,  were 
extremely  convenient  for  pouring  it  out  without 
spilling.'    Thus  concluded  the  entertainment. 

About  half  past  two  o'clock  the  party  broke 
up,  and  I  returned  home,  sincerely  regretting  the 
change  in  the  mode  of  life  of  the  Parisians. 

Before  the  revolution,  the  fashionable  hour  of 
dinner  in  Paris  was  three  o'clock,  or  at  latest  four : 
public  places  then  began  early ;  the  curtain  at  the 
grand  French  opera  drew  up  at  a  quarter  past 
•$ve.  At  the  present  day,  the  workman  dines  at 
two;  the  tradesman,  at  three;  the  clerk  in  a  pub- 
Jic  office,  at  four;  the  rich  upstart,  the  money- 
broker,  the  stock-jobber,  the  contractor,  at  five; 
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the  banker,  the  legislator,  the  counsellor  of  state, 
at  six;  and  the  ministers,  in  general,  at  seven, 
jiay  not  uiifrequently  at  ei^t. 

Formerly,  when  the  performance  at  the  opera, 
and  the  other  principal  theatres,  was  ended  at 
nine  o'clock,  v  or  a  quarter  past,  people  of  fashion 
supped  at  ten  or  half  after;  and  a  man  who  went 
much  into  public,  and  kept  good  company,  might 
retire  peaceably  to  rest  by  midnight.  In  three- 
fourths  of  the .  houses  in  Paris,  there  is  now  no 
such  meal  as  supper,  except  on  the  occasion  of  a 
ball,  when  it  is  generally  a  mere  scramble.  This, 
I  presume,  is  one  reason  why  substantial  break- 
fasts are  so  much  in  fashion. 

^^  DejeAners f voids  et  chaudsy^  is  an  inscription 
which  now  generally  figures  on  the  exterior  of  a 
Parisian  coffeehouse^  beside  that  of  ^^  The  d  TAn^ 
■^  glaiscy  CaJ^  ci  la  crimen Limonade,  &?c."  Solids 
are  here  the  taste  of  the  times.  Two  ladies,  who 
very  gallantly  invited  themselves  to  breakfast  at 
my  apartments  the  other  morning,  were  ready  to 
turn  the  house  out  of  the  window,  when  they 
found  that  I  presented  to  them  nothing  more 
than  tea,  coffee,  and  chocolate.  I  was  instantly 
obliged  to  provide  cold  fojvl,  ham,  oysters,  white 
wine,  &c.  I  marvel  not  at  the  strength  and  vigour 
of  these  French  belles. ,  In  appetite,  they  would 
CPpe  with  an  English  ploughman,  who  ha^d  ju5t 
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turned  up  an  acre  of  wholesome  land  on  an  empty 
stomach. 

Now^  though  a  the  may  be  consicleped  as  a  safa« 
ptitute  for  a  supper,  it  cannot,  in  point  of  agree- 
ableness,  'be  compared  to  a  petit  souper.  If  a  man 
must  sup,  and  I  am  no  advocate  for  regular 
suppers,  these  were  the  suppers  to  my  fiemcy.  A 
select  number  of  persons,  well  assorted,  assembled 
at  ten  o'clock,  after  the  opera  was  concluded,  and 
spent  a  couple  of  hours  in  a  rational  manner. 
Sometimes  a  petit  souper  consisted  of  a  simple 
tite-i'titey  sometimes  of  partie  quarrie,  or  the 
number  was  varied  at  pleasure.  But  still,  in  a 
petit  souper,  not  only  much  gaiety  commonly  pre- 
vailed, but  also  a  certain  Spanchement  do  cceur^ 
which  animated  the  conversation  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  render  a  party  of  this  description  the  acme 
of  social  intercourse,  ^^  the  fea$t  of  reason  and  the 
"  flow  of  soul." 

Under  the  old  regime,  not  a  man  was  there  in 
office,  from  the  ministre  cTStat  to  the  commiSj 
who  did  not  think  of  making  himself  am^ds  for 
the  fatigues  of  the  morning  by  a  petit  souper : 
these  petits  soupers,  however,  were,  in  latter  times, 
carried  to  an  excessive  pitch  of  luxurious  extra- 
vagance. But  for  refinements  attempted,  in 
luxury,  though,  I  confess,  of  a  somewhat  dis^ 
fiplyite    nature,    our    countryman    eclipse4    ^ 
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the  French  hon^  vivamin  originality  of  con- 
ception- 
Being  in  p(^se^ion  of  an  ample  fortune^  and 
willing  to  enjoy  it  according  to  his  fancy^i  he 
purchased  in  Paris  a  magnificent  house^  but  con- 
structed on  a  small  sc^le,  where  every  thing  that 
the  most  refined  luxury  could  suggest  was  assem- 
bly. The  following  is  the  account  given  by 
one  of  his  friends,  who  had  been  an  eye-witness 
tp  his  manner  of  living. 

^^  Mr.  B  ■  had  made  it  a  rule  to  gratify  his 
five  senses  to  the  highest  degree  of  enjoyment  of 
which  they  were  susceptible.  An  exquisite  table, 
perfumed  apartments,,  the  charms  of  music  and 
painting ;  in  a  word,  every  thing  most  enchanting 
that  nature,  assisted  by  art,  could  produce,  suc-^ 
cessiyely  jfiattered  his  sight,  his  taste,  his  smell, 
his  hearing,  and  his  feeling. 

'^  In  a  svq)erb  saloon,  whither  he  conducted 
me,"  says  this  gentleman,  "  were  six  young 
beauties,  dressed  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
whose  persons,  at  first  sight,  did  not  appear  un- 
known to  me :  it  struck  me  that  I  had  seen  their 
faces  more  than  once,  and  I  was   accordingly 

going  to  address  them,  when  Mr.  B ,  smiling 

at  my  mistake,  explained  to  me  the  cause  of  it." 
^^  I  have,  in  my  amours,"  said  he,  "  a  particular 
fancy.  The  choicest  beauty  of  Circassia  would 
Iv^ve  no  merit  in  my  eyes,  did  she  not  resemble 
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the  portrait  of  some  woman^  celebrated  in  past 
ages :  and  while  lovers  set  great  value  on  a  mi- 
niature which  faithfully  exhibits^  the  features  of 
their  mistress,  I  esteem  mine  only  in  proportion 
to  their  resemj^lance  to  ancient  portraits. 

^^  Conformably  to  this  idea,"  continued  Mr. 

B y  ^^  I  have  caused  the  intendant  of  my 

pleasures  to  travel  all  over  Europe,  with  select 
portraits,  or  engravings,  copied  from  the  origi- 
nals. He  has  succeeded  in  his  researches,  as  you 
see,  since  you  have  conceived  that  you  recog* 
nized  these  ladies  on  whom  you  have  never  be- 
fore set  your  eyes ;  but  whose  likenesses  you  may, 
undoubtedly,  have  met  with.  Their  dress  must 
have  contributed  to  your  mistake :  they  all  wear 
the  attire  of  the  personage  they  represent ;  for  \ 
wish  their  whole  person  to  be  picturesque.  By 
these  means,  I  have  travelled  back  several  cen- 
turies, and  am  in  possession  of  beauties  whom 
time  had  placed  at  a  great  distance/' 

"  Supper  was  served  up.     Mr*  B seated 

himself  between  Mar}%  queen  of  Scots,  and  Anne 
Bullein.  I  placed  myself  opposite  to  him,"  con- 
cludes the  gentleman,  ^^  having  beside  me  Ninon 
de  I'EncIos,  and  Gabrielle  d'^Estrees.  We  also 
had  the  company  of  the  fair  Rosamond  and  Nell 
Gwynn ;  but  at  the  head  of  the  table  was  a  vacant 
elbow-chair,  surmounted  by  a  canopy,  and  destined 
for  Cleopatra,  who  was  coming  from  Egypt,  and 
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*  o(  whose  arrival  Mr.  B    ■     was  in  hourly  ex- 
pectation." 


LETTER  XXL 

Paris,  November  21  y  1801. 

Often  as  we  have  heard  of  the  extraordinary 
number  of  places  of  public  entertainment  in  Paris, 
few^  if  any,  persons  in  England  have  an  idea  of 
its  being  so  considerable  as  it  is,  even  at  the  pre* 
sent  moment.  But,  in  17995  at  the  very  time 
whesx  wJd  were  told  over  and  over  again  in  Par- 
liament, that  France  was  unable  to  raise  the  ne- 
cessary supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war,  and 
would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  compelled  not 
only  to  relinquish  her  further  projects  of  aggran- 
disenjent,  bjut  to  return  to  her  ancient  territorial 
Hniits;  at  that  critical  period,  there  existed  in 
Paris,  and,  its  environs,  qo  less  than  seventy 

PUBLIC  PLACES 
of  various  descriptions. 

Under  the  old  regime,  nothing  like  this  num- 
ber was  ever  known.  Such  an  almost  incredible 
variety  of  amusements  is  really  a  phenomenon,  in 
the  midst  of  a  war,  unexampled  in  its  consump- 
tion of  blood  and  treasure.    It  proves  that,  what- 


€Yer  m#y  have  been  the  public  distress,  there  wag 
at  least  a  great  show  of  private  opulence,.  Indeec}^ 
I  have  been  informed  that,  at  the  period  alluded 
to,  a  spirit  of  indifference,  prodigality,  and  dissi- 
pation, seemed  to  pervade  every  class  of  society. 
Whether  placed  at  the  bottom  or  the  top  of  For- 
tune's wheel,  a  thirst  of  gain  and  want  of  economy 
were  alike  conspicuous  among  all  ranks  of  people. 
Those  wlio  strained  every  nerve  to  obtain  riches, 
squandered  them  with  equal  profusion. 

No  human  beings  on  earth  can  be  more  fond 
of  diversion  than  the  Parisians.  Like  the  Romans 
of  old,  they  are  content  if  they  h^^ve  but  partem  et 
circenses,  which  a  Frenchman  ivould  render  by 
spectacles  et  de  quoi  manger.  However  divided 
its  inhabitants  may  be  on  political  subjects,  on  the 
score  of  amusement  at  least  the  Republic  is  one 
and  indivisible.  In  times  of  the  gi-eatest  scarcity, 
many  a  person  went  dinnerless  to  the  theatre, 
eating  whatever  scrap  he  could  procure,  and  cou:^ 
soling  himself  by  the  idea  of  being  amused  for  the 
evening,  and  at  the  same  time  saving  at  home  tlie 
expense  of  fire  and  candle. 

The  following  list  of  public  places,  which  I 
have  transcribed  for  your  satisfaction,  was  com- 
municated to  me  by  a  person  of  veracity ;  and,  as 
far  as  it  goes,  its  con*ectness  has  been  confirmed 
by  my  own  observation.  Although  it  falls  short 
«jf  tlte  number  existing  here  two  years  ago,  it  will 


«able  you  to  judge  of  the  ardour  BtUl  prevalent 
among  the  Parisians,  for  *^  running  at  the  ring 
of  pleasure.**  Few  of  these  places  are  shut  up, 
except  for  the  winter;  and  new  ones  succeed 
almost  daily  to  those  which  are  finally  closed* 
However>  for  the  sake  Qf  perspicuity,  I  shall  an^ 
nex  the  letter  S  to  such  ^  are  intended  chiefly 
for  summer  amusements 

1 .  Thedtre  des  j4rt$,  Rue  de  la  Lou 

2.  , — .  Franfais,  Rue  de  la  Lou 

3.  Feydeau,  Rue  Feydeau. 

4.  — , Louvoisp  Rue  de  Louvois* 

5.  ^^ — .^  Favartf  now  Opha  Buffa^ 

6.  de  la  Porte  St.  Martin. 

7.  ^ de  la  Societe  Olympique  (late  Opira 

Bufa.) 

8.  — ^' du  Faudevilley  Rue  de  Chartres. 

Q.  — .   ■     .   MontansieTj,  Palais  du  TribunaU 

10.  -r-. de  VAmhigu  Comique,  Boulevard  du 

Temple. 

1 1 . de  la  Gaiete,  Boulevard  du  Temple. 

12.  w^^  des  Jeunes  jirtistes^  Boulevard  Su 

Martin. 

13.  , —  des  Jeunes  Elhes,  Rue  de  Thionvitte^ 

yl4.  des  DSlassemens    ComiqueSj,   Boule^ 

vard  du  Temple. 
J5.    .    1         sans  Pretension,  Boulevard  du  Tem-m 

pie. 
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J  6.  Thtdtre  du  Marais,  Rue  Culture  Ste.  Cathe^ 

rine. 
J  7.   ■^^  de   la    CitS,  vis^-vis  le   Palais  de 

Justice. 
18.  ■  '  ■  des  Fictoiresy  Rue  du  Bacq. 

1 Q.  de  Moli^re,  Rue  St.  Martin^ 

^O.  de  PEstrapade. 

2 1  •  de  Mareu^y  Rue  St.  j4ntoine. 

22.  des  Aveuglesy  Rue  St.  Denis. 

23. de  la  Rue  St.  Jean  de  Beauvais. 

24.  Bal  masque  de  VOperay  Rue  de  la  Lot. 

25.  ■        de  T  Opera  Biiffa,   Rue   de  la 

f^ictoire. 

26.  Bal  du  Sallon  des  Etrangersy  Rue   Grange 

Batelilre. 

27.  - —  de  t Hdtel  de  Sahiy  Rue  de  Lille^  Fan- 

bourg  St.  Germain. 

28.  de  la  Rue  Michaudiiref 

29.  Soirees   amusantes     de    VHdtel  Longuevilhy 

Place  du  Carrovi^el. 

30.  Veillces   de   la    CitCy  vis^-rvis  le   Palais  de 

Justice. 

3 1 .  Phantasmagoric  de  Robertsony  Cour  des  Qa^ 

pucines. 

32.  Concert  de  Feydeau. 

33.  Ranelagh  au  bois  de  Boulogne^ 

34.  Tivoliy  Rue  de  Clicht/y  S. 

35.  Frascatiy  Rue  de  la  Loiy  S, 

36.  Idalicy  S. 
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37.  Hameau  de  Chantilly,  aux  Chumps  Elysees. 

38.  Paphosy  Boulevard  du  Temple. 

39.  Fiatcxhall  d'hiver. 
40. d^ete,  S. 

4 1 . a  Mousseatix,  S. 

42.  ^  St.  Cloudy  S. 

43.  au  P^tit  Trianon  J  S. 

44.  Jar  din  de  rhdtel  Biron,  Rue  de  Farenney  S. 

45.  Thelusson,  Chaussce  d^Antin^  S. 

46. Marboeufy  Grille  de  Chaillot,  S. 

47.  ., de  rhdtel  d^Orsay^  S. 

48.  F^tes  champitres  de  Bagatelle^  S. 

49.  La  MuettCf  h  FentrSe  du  Bois  de  Boulogne^  S. 

50.  Colisee^  au  Pare  des  Sablons,  S. 

51.  Amphithedtre  d^ equitation  de  Franconiy  aux 

Capucines. 

52.  Panorama y  mime  lieu. 

53.  Exhibition  de  CurtiuSy  Boulevard  du  Temple. 

54.  Experiences  Physiques,  au  Palais  du  Tribunat. 

55.  La  ChaumiirCy  aux  Nouveaux  Boulevards. 

56.  Cabinet  de  demonstration  de  Physiologie  et  de 

Pathologic,  au  Palais  du  Tribunaty  No.  38, 
au  premier. 

Although,  previously  to  the  revolution,  the 
taste  for  dramatic  amusements  had  imperceptibly 
spread,  Paris  could  then  boast  of  no  more  than 
three  principal  theatres,  exclusively  of  F  Opera 
Bujhy  introduced  in  17a8.     These  were  POperay 
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les  FrangtiiSy  txA  les  Italiem^  whidi,  with  diic  lii^ 
ferior  ones,  called  petits  spectacles^  brought  the 
whole  of  the  theatres  to  ten  in  number.  The 
subaltern  houses  were  incessantly  checked  in  their 
career  by  the  privileges  granted  to  the  Comedi^ 
Frangai$€y  which  company  alone  enjoyed  the  right 
to  play  first-rate  productions :  it  also  possessed 
that  of  censorship,  and  sometimes  exercised  it  in 
the  most  despotic  manner.  Authors,  ever  in  dis- 
pute with  the  comedians,  who  dictated  the  law  ta 
them,  solicited,  but  in  vain,  the  opening  of  ft 
secon4  French  theatre.  The  revolution  took 
plstee,  and  the  unlimited  number  of  theatres  was 
presently  decreed.  A  great  many  new  ones  were 
opened  ;  but  the  attraction  of  novelty  dispersing 
the  amateurs,  the  number  of  spectators  did  not 
always  equal  the  expectation  of  the  managers ; 
and  the  profits,  divided  among  so  many  competi- 
tors, ceased  to  be  sufficiently  productive  for  the 
support  of  every  establishment  of  this  description. 
The  consequence  was,  that  several  of  them  were 
•oon  reduced  to  a  state  of  bankruptcy. 

Three  theatres  of  the  first  and  second  rank  have 
been  destroyed  by  fire  within  these  two  years,  yet 
upwards  of  twenty  are  at  present  open,  almost 
every  night,  exclusively  of  several  associations  of 
self-denominated  artistes-amateurs. 

Amidst  this  false  glare  of  dramatic  wealth, 
theatres  of  the  first  rank  have  imperceptibly  de- 
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elined,  land  at  last  fallen.  It  comes  not  within  my 
province  or  intention  to  seek  the  causes  of  this  in 
the  defects  of  their  management ;  but  the  fact  is 
notorious.  The  ThSdtres  Favart  and  Feydeuu^ 
at  each  of  which  French  comic  operas  Mrere  chief- 
ly represented,  have  at  length  been  obliged  to 
Unite  the  strength  of  their  talents,  and  the  dis- 
gra<ie  which  they  have  experienced,  has  not  af- 
fected any  of  those  inferior  playhouses  where  sub- 
altern performers  establish  their  success  on  an  as- 
semblage of  scenes  more  coarse,  and  language 
more  unpolished. 

At  the  present  moment,  the  government  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  this  decline  of  the  principal 
theatres  into  serious  consideration.  It  is,  I  un- 
derstand, alike  to  be  apprehended,  that  they  may 
concern  themselves  too  little  or  too  much  in  their 
welfare.  Hitherto  the  persons  charged  with  the 
difficult  task  of  upholding  the  falling  theatres  of 
the  first  rank,  have  had  the  good  sense  to  confine 
their  measures  to  conciliation  ;  but,  of  late,  it  has 
been  nimoured  that  the  stage  is  to  be  subjected  to 
its  former  restrictions.  The  benefit  resulting  to 
the  art  itself  and  to  the  public,  from  a  rivalship  of 
tlieatres,  is  once  more  called  in  question:  and 
some  people  even  go  so  far  as  to  assert  that,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  abuses,  the  directioa 
of  the  Gentils'hommes  de  la  ckambre  was  extremely 
good :  thence  it  should  seem  that  the  only  diffi- 
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culty  IS  to  find  these  lords  of  the  bed-chamber,  if 
there  be  any  still  in  being,  in  order  to  restore  to 
them  their  dramatic  sceptre*.  ^ 

.    Doubtless,  the  liberty  introduced  by  the  revo- 
lution has  been,  in  many  respects,  abused,  and  m 
too  many,  perhaps,   relative  to  places  of  public 
amusement.     But  must  it,   on  that  account,  be 
entirely  lost  to  the  stage,  and  falling  into  a  con- 
trary excess,   must  recourse  be  had  to  arbitrary 
measures,  which  might  also  be  abused  by  those 
to  whose  execution  they  were  intrusted  ?  The  un- 
limited number  of  theatres  may  be  a  proper  sub- 
ject for  the  interference  of  the  government :  but 
as  to  the  liberty  of  the  theatres,  included  in  the 
number  that  may  be  fixed  on  to  represent  pieces  of 
every  description,  such  only  excepted  as  n^ay  be 
hurtful  to  morals,  seems  to  be  a  salutary  and  in- 
contestable principle.  This  it  is  that,  by  disengag- 
ing the  French  comic  opera  frorfi  the  narrow  sphere 
to  which  it  was  confined,  has,  in  a  great  measure, 
effected  a  musical  revolution,  at  which  all  persons 
of  taste  must  rejoice,  by  introducing  on  that  stage 
the  harmonic  riches  of  Italy.      This  too  it  is 

*  During  the  old  regime,  the  theatres  were  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Gentils'kommes  de  la  ckambre  ;  but  at  the  establish* 
ment  of  the  directorial  government^  they  were  placed  in  the 
power  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  in  whose  department 
they  have  since  continued.  Of  late,  however,  it  is  asserted, 
that  they  are  each  to  be  under  tlie  direction  of  a  Prefect  of 
tbe  Palace. 
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tjiat  his  poduced,  on  theatres  of  the  secditd  and 
third  rank^  pieces  which  ar^  ftdther  deficient  in 
Jregolarity,  connexion,  representation,  nor  decora* 
tion.  The  effect  of  such  a  principle  was  long 
wanted  here  before  the  revolution^  when  the  in- 
dependent spirit  of  dramatic  authors  was  fettered 
l?y  the  procrastinations  of  a  set  of  privileged  co- 
ipt<£ins,  who  discouraged  them  by  ungracioui^ 
r^futals,  or  disgusted  them  by  unjust  preferences. 
Hcnccj  the  old  adage  in  FVance  that,  when  an 
author  had  composed  a  good  piece,  he  had 
performed  but  half  his  ta&k;  this  was  true,  as 
the  mt>re  difficult  half,  namely,  the  getting  it 
read  and  represented,  still  remained  to  be  ac* 
cOmplish^^ 

As  for  the  multiplicity  of  playhouses,  it  cer- 
tainly belongs  to  the  government  to  limit  theif 
number,  not  by  privileges  which  might  be  granted 
through  favour,  or  obtained,  perhaps,  for  money. 
The  tJBL&te  of  the  public  for  theatrical  diversions 
being  known,  the  population  should  first  be  con- 
sidered, as  it  is  that  which  furnishes  both  money 
and  spectatoi-s.  It  would  be  easy  to  ascertain  the 
proportion  between  the  population  of  the  capital 
and  the  nUrtber  of  theatres  which  it  ought  to 
Comprise.  Public  places  should  be  free  as  to  the 
species  of  amusement,  but  limited  in  their  num-^ 
her,  so  as  not  to  exceed  the  proportion  which  the 
population  can  bear*    The  houses  would  then  hf% 

VOL.  I.  M 
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1ir€  tW0  nfiotiver's  offices^  whidi  ire  no  sooner 
tfptUy  thaA  cmdidatcn  fcff  admission  begin  t<> 
form  long  Tiiiks,  ^iteiidipg  from  the  portico  into 
^he  veiy  street^  and  advance  to  them  two  abreast 
in  regular  sucoessibnp  A  steady  sentinel^  poftted  sit 
the  ^rtur^^  repeats  your  wishes  to  the  receivdr> 
jsnd  in  a  mild,  conciliating  manner^  faoilitates  their 
aecomplishmeilt  Other  sentiilels  are  stationed 
for  the  preservation  of  order,  under  the  immediate 
aye  of  the  ofiker,  vrho  sees  that  ev^ry  one  tikes 
hiiS  turn  to  obtain  tickets  e  however^  it  is  not  unsi 
cotntb&tiy  Ibf  forestaliers'  to  procurjb  a  oertaift 
fiumber  of  theiti,  especially  at  the  reprteentatt^ 
of  a  new  or  favourite  piece^  aftd  offer  them  pri-t 
Irately  at  a  usurious  price^  \^ich  many  persons 
are  glad  to  pay  rather  than  fUl  int6  the  resr  Of 
the  ranks. 

The  methO|d  I  always  take  tt?  aVoid  this  un^ 
pleasant  •necessity,  I  will  recommend  to  you  as  4 

^Very  simple  one,  which  may,  perhaps,  pi^evtot  you 
from  many  a  theatrical  disappointment.  Having 
previously  informed  myself  what  sptctach  \t  best 

'  worth  seeing^  while  I  am  at  dinner  I  send  my  val^t 
de  plac^j  of  if  t  cannot  conveniently  spare  him,  I 
desire  him  to  dispatch  a  tpmmissiannaire  forthe 
number  of  tickets  wailtfed,  so  that  when  I  arrive  at 
the  theatre,  I  have  only  to  walk  in,  and  pkcfe  myt; 
self  to  the  best  advantage. 
ft  fs  very  wisely  imagined  npj;  to  ^tablisji  the 
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i^eceiveor^s  offices  in  the  inside  of  tijia  houae,  aa  in 
our  theatres.    By  this  plan^  hoirarer  great  may 
be  the  crowd,  the  entrance  is  always  unQbstructed> 
and  those  violent  strug^es  and  pressures,  which 
among  us  have  cost  the  lives  of  many^  are  effect^ 
ually  prevented.    You  will  observe  that  no  hatf- 
pricd  is  taken  at  any  theatre  in  VwMi  but  in 
<lM&r«nt  parts  of  the  house^  there  are  offices^ 
called  bmreatix  de  supplSmenly  where,  if  you  want 
to  pass  from  one  part  of  it  to  another,  you  ex^ 
change  yo^rcounter-*mark  on  paying  thedifficrence. 
Nothing  can  be  better  regulated  t^aa  the  pre* 
sent  police,  both  interior  and  exterior,  of  the 
theatres  jin  Paris.    The  eye  is  not  shocked,  as 
was  formerly  the  case,  by  the  prescnpe  of  black* 
whiskered  grenadiers,  occup}ring  diffencot  parts  of 
the  house,  and,  by  the  inflexijble  sternness  of  their 
.  eountenance,  awing  the  spectators  into  a  suppres- 
sion of  their  feelings.    No  fusileer,  v^th  ^  fixed 
bayonet  and  fnece  loaded  with  ball,  now  dictidlM| 
to  the  auditors  of  the  pit  that  such  a  seat  must 
hold  ao  i^any  persons,    though   several  ^mon^ 
tibem  mi^t,  probably,  be  as  biroad-4aQttome4:  jUB 
Dutchmen,    if  you  find  yourself  incommo^od  by 
heat  (H*  pressure,  you  are  at  liberty  to  itedf  re  it 
without  fear  of  giving  olFence.    The  criticisn^  .of 
a  man  of  taste  is  no  longer  silenced  by  tht  arbir 
trary  ^>ontrol   of  a  military  despot,  mhoy  for  a|i 
exclamation    or  gesture,  not  exapdy  coinciding 
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with  his  own  prepossessions,  pointed  him  out  to 
his  myrmidons,  and  transferred  him  at  once  to 
prison.  You  may  now  laugh  with  Moleire,  or 
weep  with  Racine,  without  having  your  mirth 
or  sensibility  thus  unseasonably  checked  in  its^ 
expansion. 

-     The  existence  of  this  despotism  has  been  de- 
nied ;  but  facts  are  stubborn  things,  and  I  will  re- 
.  late  to  you  an  instance  in  which  I  saw  it  most 
wantonly  exercised.     Some  years  ago  I  was  ^pre- 
sent at  the  Thedtre  Frangais^  when,  in  one  of 
-Comeille's  pieces.  Mademoiselle  Raucourt,  the 
>  tragic  actress,  was  particularly  negligent  in  the 
delivery  of  a  passage,  which,  to  do  justice    to 
-the  author,   required  the  nicest  discrimination. 
;An  amateur  in  the  parterre  reproved  her,  in  a 
Titxy  gentle  manner,  for  a  wrong  emphasis.     Be- 
mg  at  this  time  a  favourite  of  the  queen,  she  was, 
it  seems,  superior  to  admonition,  and  persisted  in 
^er  misplaced  shrieks,  till  it  became  evident  that 
she. set  the  audience  at  defiance:  other  persons 
then  joined  the.  former  in  expressing  their  dis- 
approbation.    Instantly  the  major  singled  out  the 
leading. critic :  two  grenadiers  forced  their  way  to 
the.  place  where  he  was  seated,  and  conveyed  him 
to  prison  for  having  had  the  audacity  to  reprove 
an  actress  in  favour  at  court.     From  such  imr 
proper  exercise  of  authority,  the  following  verse 
Jiad  become  a  proverb : 
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^^  II  est  lien  des  sifftets,  mats  notis  avons  la  garde. 


$» 


Many  there  are,  I  know,  who  approved  of  this 
manner  of  bridling  the  fickle  Parisians,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  so  used  to  the  curb  that 
they  could  no  longer  dispense  with  it.  A  guard 
on  the  outside  of  a  theatre  is  unquestionably  ne- 
cessary, and  proper  for  the  preservation  of  order ; 
but  that  the  public  should  not  be  at  liberty  to 
approve  or  condemn  such  a  passage,  or  such  an 
actor,  is  at  once  to  stifle  the  expression  of  that 
general  opinion  which  alone  can  produce  good 
performers.  The  interior  police  of  the  theatre 
bemg  at  present  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  public  themselves,  it  is,  on  that  accQunt,  more 
justly  observed  and  duly  respected. 

Considering  the  natural  impetuosity  of  their  cha^ 
racter,  one  is  surprised  at  the  patient  tranquillity 
-with  which  the  French  range  themselves  in  their 
places.  Seldom  do  they  interrupt  the  performance 
.by  loud  conversation,  but  exchange  their  thoughts 
in  a  whisper.  When  one  sees  them  applaud  with 
rapture  a  tender  scene,  which  breathes  sentiments 
of  humanity  or  compassion,  speaks  home  to  every 
feeling  heart,,  and  inspires  the  most  agreeable 
sensations,  one  is  tempted  to  question  whether 
the  Parisians  of  the  present  day  belong  to  the 
identical  race  that  could,  at  one  time,  display  the 
ferocity  of  tigers,  and,  at  another,  the  tameneas 
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of  lambs,  whil^  their  nearest  relations  ami  hest 
friends  were  daily  bleeding  on  the  scaffold  ? 

JBy  the  existing  regulations^  msiny  of  which  are 
worthy  of  being  adopted  in  London,  no  theatre 
can  be  opened  in  Paris  without  the  permission  <rf 
the  police,  who  depute  proper  pwsons  to  as- 
certain that  the  house' is  solidly  built,  the  passages 
arid  outlets  unincumbered  and  commodious,  and 
that  it  is  providfed  with  reservoirs  of  water,  and  an 
adequate  number  of  fire-engines. 

Every  public  place  that  may  be  open,  is  to  b^ 
shut  up  immediately,  if,  for  one  single  day,  th^ 
proprietors  neglect  to  keep  the  reservoirs  ftil  of 
water,  the  engines  in  proper  order,  and  the  fii^*- 
fnen  ready. 

No  persons  can  be  admitted  behind  the  scenes^ 
•except  those  ^nployed  in  the  service  of  the 
ttieatre.  Nor  is  tlie  number  of  tickets  distributed 
to  exceed  that  of  the  persons  tlie  house  can  con* 
veniently  hold. 

No  coachn>aB,  under  any  pretext  whatever, 
can  quit  the  reins  of  his  horses,  while  the  pcrsofts 
he  has  driven,  are  getting  out  of  or  into  thek- 
carriage.  Indeed,  the  necessity  of  his  doing  so 
is  obviated  by  potters  stationed  at  the  door  of 
the  theatres,  and  appointed  by  the  police.  They 
-$ire  distinguished  by  a  brass  plate,  cm  which  their 
perinisaon  and  the  najne  of  the  theatre  are 
Engraved*         -  ■  .^  -     • 
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'  'At  X  all  the  theatres  in  Paris,  there  is  an  ex-r 
terior  guard,  which  is  at  the  disposal  of  the 
civii  officer,  stationed  there  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  order.  This  guard  cannot  enter  the 
inside  of  the  theatre  but  in  case  of  the  safety 
of  the  public  being  exposed,  and  at  the  express 
requisition  of  the  said  officer,  who  can  never 
introduce  the  armed  force  into  the  house^  till 
after  he  has,  in  a  loud  voice,  apprized  the  au- 
dience of  his  intention. 

Eveiy  citizen  is  bound  to  obey,  provist&aall^ 
the  officer  of  police,  in  consequence,  every 
person  invited  by  the  officer  of  police,  or  sum*- 
xnoned  by  hiiii,  to  quit  the  house,  is  immei- 
-diately  tp  repair  to  the  police-.oifice  of  the  ther 
atre,  in  order  to  give  such  explanations  as  may 
be  r(*quiTEd  of  hiixL  The  said  officer  may 
either  transfer  him  to  the  competent  tribunal 
ox  set  him  at,  liberty,  according  to  circum^ 
stances. 

Proper  places  are  appointed  for  carriages  to 
wmt  at.  When  the  play  is  ended,  no  carriage 
in  waitings  can  move  till  the  first  crowd  com^ 
ing  out  of  the  house  has  disaj^eared.  The  com«- 
mandiBg  officer  of  the  guard  on  duty  decides 
the  moment  when  carriages  may  be  called. 

No  carriage  can  move   quicker  than  a  foot^ 
pacCj  and  but  on  a  single  rank,  till  it  has  got 
jcle^r  of  th^  streets  in  the  vicinity   of.  the  the- 
1 
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atre.      Nor  can    it   arrive   thither  but   by  the 
streets  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Two  hours  before  the  rising  of  the  curtain^ 
sentinels  are  placed  in  sufficient  number  to  fa- 
cilitate the  execution  of  these  orders,  and  to 
prevent  any  obstruction  in  the  different  avenues 
of  the  theatre. 

Indeed,  obstruction  is  now  seldom  seen:  I 
have  more  than  once  had  the  curiosity  to 
count,  and  cause  to  be  counted,  all  the  private 
carriages  in  waiting  at  the  grand  French  opera, 
on  a  night  when  the  boxes  were  filled  with 
the  most  fashionable  company.  Neither  I  nor 
my  valet  de  place  could  ever  reckon  more  than 
from  forty  to  fifty ;  whereas,  formerly,  it  was 
pot  uncommon  to  see  here  between  two  and 
three  hundred ;  and  the  noise  of  so  many  equi- 
pages rattling  through  the  streets,  from  each 
of  the  principal  theatres,  sufficiently  indicated 
that  the  performance  was  ended. 

By  the  number  of  advertisements  in  tYiepetites 
qffiches  or  daily  advertiser  of  Paris,  offering  a 
reward  for  articles  lost,  no  doubt  can  exist  of 
there  being  a  vast  number  of  pickpockets  in 
this  gay  capital;  and  a  stranger  must  naturally 
draw  such  an  inference  from  observing  whena 
the  pockets  are  placed  in  men's  clothes:  in 
the  coat,  it  is  in  the  inside  of  the  facing, 
parallel    to    the    breast:    in   the    waistcoat,,    it 
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is  also  in  the  inside,  but  lower  down,  so  that 
when  a  Frenchman  wants  to  take  out  his  mo- 
ney, he  must  go  through  the  ceremony  of  un- 
buttoning first  his  surtout,  if  he  wears  one  in 
winter,  then  his  coat,  and  lastly  his  waistcoat 
In  this  respect,  the  ladies  have  the  advantage ; 
for^  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  they  wear  no 
pockets. 


LETTER  XXII. 


Paris,  November  23, A&Ol. 
Yesterday    being  the  day  appointed  for  the 
opening  of   the  session  of  the  Legislative  Body, 
I  was  invited  by  a  member  to  accompany  him 
thither,  in   order  to   witness  their  proceedings. 
No  one  can  be  admitted  without?  a  ticket ;  and 
by  the  last  constitution  it  is  decreed,  that  not 
more   tlian    two   hundred    strangers   are  to  be 
present  at  ^  the    sittings.      The  gallery    allotted 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  public,  is  small, 
even  in  proportion  to  thdt  number,  and,  in  ge- 
neral, extremely  crowded.     My  friend,  aware  of 
this  circumstance,  did  me  the  favour  to  intro- 
duce  me  into,  the  body  of  the  hall,  where  I 
was,  seated  very  conveniently,   both  for  seeing 
and  hearing,  near  the  tribune,  to  the  left  of  the 
President.  ... 
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This  hall  was  built  for  the  Council  of  FiV^ 
Hundred,  on  the  site  of  the  grand  apartments 
^f  the  Palais  Bourbon*  Since  the  accession  of 
^e  consular  government,  it  has  been  appropri- 
ated to  thi^  sittings  of  the  Legislative  Body,  on 
ivhich  account  the  palace  has  taken  their  name, 
And  over  the  princ^al  entrance  is  inscribed,  in 
embossed  characters  of  gilt  bronze: 

PALAIS  DU  CORPS  LEGISLATIR 

The  palace  stends  en  Htc  aoyth  bank  of  the 
Seine,  facing  the  Pont  de  la  Concorde.  It  was 
begun,  in  I72f^>  for  Louise-Fran<}oise  de  Bour- 
fcon,  a  legitunated  daughter  of/  Lewis  XIV. 
,GiBAltl>iNi,  an  Italian  architect,  planned  the 
origiioai  building,  the  construction  of  wiiich  was 
aifterwiird^  superintended  by  Lassurakob  qiA 
GrABjiiRiM.  The  Prince  de  Conde  having  ac- 
quired it  by  piarchase,  he  caused  it  to  be  con- 
wlerably  augznented  and  embellished,  at  difl^irent 
times,  u^der  the  direction  of  Barbau,  Car- 
^SKTJ]^,  and  JSiosARD. 

Had  the  Pont  ie  la  Concorde  subsisted  pre^ 
Vioualy  to  the  erection  of  the  Palais  Bourbon^ 
the  principal  entrance  would,  prol>abIy,  have 
t>Qen  placed  towards  th^  river;  but  it  faoes  tjf^ 
fiorth,  «nd  is  preceded  hy  a  paltry  square,  now 
fiaUed  Place  du    Corps  Ligislatif. 

In  the  centre  of  a  peristyle,  of  the  CorinthiaA 
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«rder^  is  the  grand  gateway^  crowned  by  a  sort 
of  triumphal  arch^  which  is  connected,  by  a 
double  colonnade^  to  two  handsome  pavilions 
The  lateral  buildings  of  the  outer  court,  which 
is  two  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  length,  are 
decorated  with  the  same  order,  and*  a  second 
court  of  two  hundred  and  forty  feet,  includes 
part  of  the  original  palace,  which  is  constructed 
in   the  Italito  style. 

The  principal  entrances  to  the  i^ight  and  left 
lead  to  two  halls;  the  one  dedicated  tb  Peace i 
the  other,  to  Victory.  On  the  one  side,  is 
a  communicntion  to  the  apartments  of  th€ 
old  palace ;  on  the  other,  are  two  spacious 
rooms*  The  room  to  the  left,  inscribed  to 
Liberty ,  is  intended  for  petitioners,  &c.:  that 
to  the  right,  inscribed  to  Equality^  is  appro-* 
priated  to  conferences.  Between  the  halls  of 
Liberty  and  Equality,  is  the  hall  of  the  sittings 
of  the  Legislative  Body. 

The  foita  of  this  hall  is  semicircular ;  the 
benches^  rising  gradually  one  above  the  other, 
as  in  i  Roman  amphitheatre,  are  provided  with 
backs,  and  Well  adapted  both  for  ease  and  con- 
TenienCe.  They  are  intersected  by  passages, 
which  afford  to  the  members  the  facility  of 
peaching  or  quitting  their  places,  without  dis-« 
turbance  or  confusion.  Every  seat  is  distin- 
guished by  a    number,  so  that  a  deputy   oui 
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never  be  at  a  loss  to  find  his  place.     In  thd 
centre,  is  an  elevated  rostrum,  with  a  seat  for 
the  President,  directly  under  which  is   the  /n- 
buncy   also  elevated,    for  the    orator  addressing 
the  assembly.      The  tribune  is  decorated  by  a 
bas-relief,  in  white  marble,   representing  France 
writing  her  constitution,  and  Fame  proclaiming 
it.     The  table  for  the  four  secretaries  is  placed 
facing  the   tribune,  beneath  which  the  huissiers 
take  their  station.      The  desk  and  seat  of  the 
President,  formed  of  solid   mahogany,  iare  oma-' 
mented   with    or  moulu.      The    folding    doors, 
which  open  into  the  hall,  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  President's  chair,  are  also  of  solid  ma- 
hbgany,  embellished  in  the  same  manner.     Their 
frames   are  of  white  marble,    richly  sculptured. 
Independently  of  these  doors,  there  are  others^ 
serving  as  a  communication  to  the  upper-seats, 
by  means  of  two  elegant   stone   stair-cases. 

In  six  niches,  three  on  each  side  of  thei  tri- 
bune, are  so  many  statues  of  Greek  and  Ro- 
man legislators..  On  the  right,  are  Lycurgus, 
Solon,  and  Demosthenes  :  on  the  left,  Brutus, 
Cato,  and  Cicero.  The  inside  of  the  hall  is  in 
stucco,  and  the  upper  part  is  decorated  by  a 
colonnade  of  the  Ionic  order.  The  light  pro- 
ceeds from  a  cupola,  glazed  in  the  centre,  and 
the  remainder  of  which  is  divided  into  small 
compartments,  each  ornamented  by  an  emblem- 
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atical  figure.  The  floor  is  paved  with  marble, 
also  in  compartments,  embellished  with  allegorical 
attributes. 

Having  made  yo«  acquainted  with  the  hall 
of  the  sittings,  I  think  it  may  not  be  uninte- 
resting to  give  you  an  account  of  the  forms 
observed  in  opening  the  session. 

When  I  arrived,  with  my  friend,  at  the  Palace 
of  the  Legislative  Body,  most  of  the  members 
were  already  assembled  in  the  apartments  of  their 
library.  At  noon,  they  thence  repaired  to  the 
hall,  preceded  by  the  huissiers,  messengers  of 
state,  and  secretaries. 

The  opening  of  the  session  was  announced 
by  the  report  of  artillery. 

The  oldest  member,  in  point  of  years,  took 
the  President's  chair,  provisionally. 

The  four  youngest  members  of  the  assembly 
were  called  to  the  table  to  discharge  the  office 
of  secretaries,  also  provisionally. 

The  provisional  President  then  declared,  that 
the  members  of  the  Legislative  Body  were  as- 
sembled by  virtue  of  Article  XXXIII  of  the 
constitution,  for  the  session  of  the  year  X ; 
that,  being  provisionally  organized,  the  sitting 
was  opened ;  and  that  their  names  were  going 
to  be  called  over,,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  number  of  members  present,   and  for 


Q40  4  SiCBTCH  OF  fARlS^i. 

fonfting  definitive  arr&ngementSi  by  the  nomi^ 
ilAtion  of  a  president  and  four  secretaries. 

The  names  were  then  called  over  alpha* 
betitally,  and)  after  they  were  all  gone  through^ 
they  were  recalled. 

This  ceremony  being  terminated,  four  com- 
mittees, each  composed  of  four  memba-s,  whose^ 
names  were  drawn  by  lot  by  the  President^  pro- 
^eeded,  in  presence  of  the  assembly^  to  scrutH 
size  the  ballot* 

It  thence  resulted,  that  the  number  of  mem- 
bers present  was  two  hundred  and  twenty* 
eight ; 

:  That  Citizen  Dupuis  Was  elected  President 
by  a  majority  of  votes ; 
'  That  Citizens  Dxjbosc,  Bord^  EsxAauE,  and 
Clavier  were  individually  elected,  by  a  similal* 
majority^  to  officiate  as  secretaries., 
.  In  consequence.  Citizen  Dupuis  was  pro- 
claimed President,  and  took  the  chain  He 
then  moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
Hgreed  to : 

^'  The  Legislative  Body  declares,  that  it  i^ 
f^  definitely  constituted,  and  de<?rees  that  the 
^^  present  declaration  shall  be  carried  to  th^  Con* 
^^  servative  Senate,  to  the  Tribunate,  and  to  the 
"  Consuls  of  the  Republic,  by  a  messenger  of 
i'  State," 
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The  JPresideiit  next  addressed  the   assembly 
in  these  words : 

^^  Citizens  Legisfettors> 
After  twelve  years  of  a  painful  atid  glo- 
rious struggle  against  all  Europe,  in  order  to 
*^  insure  the  triumph  of  the  liberty  of  man  and 
*^  that  of  nations,   the  moment   is   at   length 
^  arrived  when  Peace  is  on  the  pomt  of  crown- 
*^  ing  the  efforts  of  the  French  people,  and  se- 
**  curing  the  Republic  on  a   foundation  never 
^^  to  be  shaken.      For  this^  peace,   which  will 
*^  unite  by  the  bonds  of  friendship  two  great  na- 
*^  tions,   already  connected  by   esteem,   we  are 
*^  indebted  to  the  valour  and  wisdom  of  the  he- 
**  roic  pacificator,  to  the  wise  administration  of 
'*  the  government,  to  the  bravery  of  our  invin- 
'^  cible  armies^  to  the  good  understanding  gub- 
'^  sisting  between  all  the  constituted  authorities, 
^^  and,  above  all,  to  that    spirit  of  moderation 
*^  which  has  known  how  to  fix  limits  to  vic- 
**  tory  itself.      The  name  of  peace,  so  dear  to 
^^  the  friend  of  human  nature,  ought  to  im- 
'^  pose  silence  on  all  malignant  passions,    cor- 
**  diaJly    unite    all   the    children   of  the   same 
**  country,   and  be  the  signal  of  happiness  to 
^?  the  present   generation^   as   well   as  to   our 
^^  posterity. 

"  How  gratifying  is  it  to   us.  Citizens  Le- 
*'  gislators,  after  having   passed   through    the 
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storo^  qS'  a  k>^g  revolujbu^ii^  to  bdve  at  length 
brought  safely  into  port  the  s^ci^  Wk  q£ 
the  Republic,    and  to  b^gitt  this,  session   by 
^^  tbe  prpclflin^ipii,  of  po^DO  to  the  wojtld^    as 
*^  tkw^  who  preceded:  us.  opened;  theirs  by  tlie 
^^  pro^lafH^tion  of  tbi^  Rigbits.  of  Maa  dxid  that 
^>  ofi  the  Republic  1     To.  ctovm  this:  great  work^ 
^^  nothiijg   mone  remains  for  usi  bufc  to  saake 
"  tl^pae  laws.  so>  long  expected,   which  aue   to 
^^  copipletQ  t^oqipj  orgaoizatioii^  and  regmlste  the 
^^  interQsti^  of:  oitipeug,    TEhis  co«k^  already  ja-e- 
^/.  pared  by,  ipej|i  of  consummate  prudence,  will,  I 
*^  hqp^,  \^  ^OOn  sUbrftitied  to.  your  examination 
and    SfAQtion ;    ^3kd.  th^e.  present   session  will 
be  the  most^  glorious  epoch  of  our  B^public  : 
^^  for  there  is  npthing  more  glorious  to  man 
than  to  insure  th^  happiness  of  \i\%  £^ow- 
cr^turi&Sj  a^d  spat^  befordiand  thef^rstseed^ 
of  the  liberty  of  thq  world-'* 
^^^'  I/impre&sion!  1/ impres^iau  T*   was  the  cry 
t^at'  inatpntly  proceed^  fron>  bench  to  bench 
Qn  the  close  of  this  speech,  which  was.  deliver- 
ed in  a  manner  tha^t  did  honour  to  ihe  Pre- 
sident'Sr  feelings*     But,  though  you  have  it,  as 
i^  w^re^  at  second-hand,  and  cannot  he  struck 
by^  Citiif en .  Ovjpjjis*   nvmner,    I  hop©  you  will 
deem  the  matter  sufficiently  interesting  ,to  justify 
it^  insertion  in  tjiis  letter. 
Tjhrge  p^ajtor^.  d^utcd  by,  the  goyewunegt. 


4( 


were  fmt  Mmanhc^y  imd  ihirodiie^  \h  t<^fm. 
They  Wfefe  Kftbited  in  tiieit  dr€ss  of  Co^fiselloit 
of  Stftte,  thut  ^  a  ^dsrltt  Cdat^  richly  litfibrbiderdl 

ift  shaded  siik^  ^  th«  ^mfe  c^ldi^i  &vtr  whkh 

they  wore  a  tricoloured  Ullk  iBAsh» 

One  ,  of  them, '  hivifig  fes<3ei¥fed  the  tri- 
Imne^  ^d  obt^n^d  teave  tGi  sipe^k^  read  hA 
tttf 2id  'fr^nt  the  t^gi^efd  tf  the  GdiihcH  of 
Siatfe,  dated  the  Mth  ^  B^tirrttfrej  patpcitiilng 
that  the  First  Consul  had  nominated  Ihe  Goutt*- 

fitflof^  of  Stdte^  tl£6lftll^A^    B!&ft£NQB»^  find   t)v^ 

i»A3  to  repair  to  the  ptesetit  Aitting.  Gitixeii 
R»G]friKH  then  addi^essed  the  asiaembly  in  the 
name  of  the  government.  He  read  his  speech 
from  &  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hahdv  It 
began  by  aftnouncing  the  signature  df  the  pre- 
ttftiifiiif led  of  peace  with  England,  aftd  inlbrmei . 
the  Legislative  Body  thftl  measures  had  beeft 
t^eti  by  the  government  for  regulating  the  va^ 
ftetos  brdncltes  of  the  interior  aditiiniii^ratioft^ 
and  of  its  intention  to  Siabmit  to  thefn  the  civil 
€6de«  It  was  replete  with  language  of  a  con- 
eiliarti^ftg  nature,  and  concluded  with  a  wish  that 
the  moit  unalterable  harmony  might  Subsist  be^ 
tween  the  fe«t  authorities  of  the  State,  sttA 
strengthen  in  the  mind  of  the  people  the.  cOti-K 
fidence  which  they  already  testified. 

Pi^iA  the  tenO^  of  this  speech,  I  thhik  it 
m^  W  Hiftrttd    tftftt  th^  govtrt«iett»  i«  »j^ 

B  2 
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prehenslve  of  a  difference  of  opinion  respecting 
the  civil  code;  not  so  much  in  this  place,  for, 
by  the  constitution,  the  lips  of  the  deputies  are 
sealed,  but  in  the  Tribunate,  where  a  warm  dis- 
cussion may  be  expected. 

The  President  made  a  short  and  apt  reply 
to  the  orators  of  the  government,  who  then  re- 
tired with  the  same  ceremony  with  which  they 
had  entered.  Both  these  speeches  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  Conservative  Senate  addressed  to  the  Le- 
gislative Body,  by  a  message  read  by  the  Presi- 
dent, the  different  acts  emanated  from  its  au- 
thority since  the  last  session.  Ordered  to  be 
inserted  in  the  Journals.  A  few  letters  were 
also  read  by  the  President  from  different  mem- 
bers, excusing  themselves  for  non-attendancie  on 
account  of  indisposition.  Several  authors  having 
addressed  a  copy  of  their  works  to  the  Legis- 
lative Body,  these  presents  were  accepted,  and 
Ordered  to  be  placed  in  their  library.  1 

The  administrative  commission  of  the  Legis- 
lative Body  announced  that  the  ambassador  of 
the  Cisalpine  Republic  had  sent  a  present  of 
three  hundred  medals,  struck  on  occasion  v  of  the 
pedce  and  of  the  forum  Bonaparte^  which  me- 
dals were  distributed  to  the  members. 

The  assembly  then  broke  up,  the  next  sitting 
being  appointed  for  the  following  day  at  noon* 
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Lord .  Comwallis  and  suite  sat  in  the  box  al- 
lotted to  Foreign  Ministers,  facing  the  Presi- 
dent, as  did  the  Marquis  de  Lucchesini,  the 
Prussian  ambassador,  and  some  others,  A 
small  box  is  likewise  appropriated  to  reporters, 
who  take  down  the  proceedings.  The  members 
were  all  habited  in  their  appointed  dress,  which 
consists  of  a  dark  blue  coat  embroidered  with 
gold,  blue  pantaloons  and  white  waistcoat,  also 
embroidered,  a  tricoloured  silk  sash,  worn  above 
the  coat,  and  ornamented  with  a  rich  gold  fringe. 
They  wore  a  plain  cocked  hat,  with  the  national 
cockade,  and  short  boots.  This  meeting  of  le* 
gislators,  all  in  the  same  dress,  undoubtedly  pre- 
sents a  more  imposing  spectacle  than  such  a 
variegated  assemblage  as  is  sometimes  to  be  seen 
in  our  House  of  Commons. 

By  the  present  constitution,  you  will  see  that 
no. new  law  can  be  promulgated,  unless  decreed 
by  the  Legislative  Body. 

The  votes  in  this  assembly  being  taken  by 
ballot,  and  the  laws  being  enacted  without  any 
discussion,  on  the  part  of  its  members,  on  the 
plans  debated  before  it  by  the  orators  of  the 
Tribunate  and  of  the  government,  it  necessa- 
rily follows  that  the  sittings  present  far  less  in- 
terest to  strangers,  than  would  result  from  an 
animated  delivery  of  the  opinion  of  a  few  lead* 
ing  orators. 


-  / 


Before  I  t^e  teave  d*  i3ph  Vli»f»M  I  niMfit  In- 
troduce yqu  into  th^k  m^  (>f  rocMtts  fqniM^rljf  4i«u 
tinguis]»e4  1?y  th«i  ap^Uation  ^  pfitUs  «#(«r|^ 
«en5  (j{if  P^aU  Bmrhm^  wd  wh^  before  tb« 
revoluticHp^  comtituiM  Qi^e  of  i\^  QuriQiitic^  of 

In  the  distnWtKm  oC  these,  BiueiAW  hid 
f^^f«mhl^  ^  tb^  eh«rms  of  modom  elf^sm^ 
Th*  v«ti|pwfe,  cotenied  in  French  gt^>  fsonttuw^ 
in  the^  mterval^  b^twe^n  the  door^  %nmi  of 
JBaeohant^  4n4^  in  the  c^ng^  wteoths  of  rQm$ 
f^pd  Qth^  omwsteuta  piiint^  iii  imitation  of  to? 
li^f.  The  enting-^'oom,  which  comes  nia:t>  is 
daoof^tfidi  w  9ysi  to  rq>reseiit  a  wrdaat  boveri 
4ih$  paintings  are  under  mirrors,  and  tin^pl&te^ 
cnt  out  in  the  Chinese  manner^  seems  tn  shew 
light  through  the  foliago,  la  two  niches,  made 
in  the  arbour-work,  in  the  form  of  portieoes, 
wl^ch  Cupids  are  crowning  with  geriands,  are 
placed  two  statues  from  the  antique,  the  ope 
f  epFesenting  Vehus  p^dicuy  and  the  other,  Venus 
fCiHy!pyg^%  or  ernse  hlks  f esses ;  mirrors,  jdaocd  in 
the  niches^  reftect  beauties  which  the  eye  could 
iiot  discover* 

The  drawingiroom,  another  enchanting  places 
is  of  a  circular  form,  surrounded  with  Ionic 
pille»&i  In  the  intercolumniations,  are  archei 
lined  with  miarora,  and  omamesnted  with  the 
most  tasteful  hangings,    Under  each  arch  i»  a 


portiilg  a  cirt\iUllr  gttUefy^  bf^twe^  which  isui 
different  subjects,  such  as  the  Toilet  of  Venus, 
the  Departure  of  Adonis,  &:c.  fivery  tiling  here 
l^  gtilmi  and  H^h ;  but  ms^  the  sedret  won* 
der.  Y6u  pull  i,  dtriH^;  the  ceiling  rises  liki^ 
a  cloud,*  ^d  exhibits  to  vfew  ah  extensive 
8ky,  with  Which  it  Ibfecotti^s  eQrtfbxindcd.  The 
itiusiC  of  ah  invisible  ©ffchestra,  plac6d  above 
the  ceiling,  uSed  ti>  hk  heAtA  thtbugB  the  open- 
ing, and  prodttfe^  a  feh*rinihg  feSect,  wheh  fen- 
tertainments  wete  giTfeh  in  these  apartments. 

Tl»s  is  not  all.  I^tfist  ptfll  fehother  string; 
atid,  by  means  df  tio«fce4led4maehiheryy  th^  aper- 
ture of  the  thrte  casemfehfs  Stiddehly  becoine^ 
crcctipted  by  pjtfmels  of  toirf6*S,  So  thit  yda 
may  hei^  iftStantly  tudrnt  day  into  night.  The 
bed-chattlber,  the  bbttdoijr^  the  study,  &c.,  are 
dl  decotraffed  hi  a  »(yle  e^Ujr  ekgant  and 
tei^fuf* 

rut     >'inu^;jja 

LETTER  XXllI. 

Parts,  November  %$,  iSCfl. 

O*:  SU  the  pubUci  edifices  in  this  capital,  I 
ktiow  of  non©  ^ose  iaterior  astonishes  so  much, 
9M   &n$t    sights    «H%d  $0  justly    claims   admirar 
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tion^  especially  from  those  who  have  a  know^ 
ledge  of  architecture  or  mechanics^  as  the 

HALLE  AU  BLfi. 

This  building  is  destined  for  the  reception 
of  com  and  flour:  it  was  begun  in  1762,  on 
the  site  of  the  ancient.  Hdtel  de  Soissom,  which 
was  purchased  by  the  city  of  Paris-  In  the  space 
of  three  years,  the  hall  and  the  circumjacent 
houses  were  finished,  under  the  direction  of 
the  architect,  Cam^s  ds  Mbzi^re. 

The  circular  form  of  this  hall,  the  solidity  of 
its  construction,  its  insulated  position,  together 
with  the  noble  simplicity  of  its  decoration,  per- 
fectly accord  with  the  intentipn  and  character 
of  the  object  proposed.  Twenty-five  arches,  all 
of  equal  size,  serve  each  es  an  entrance.  On 
the  ground-floor  are  pillars  of  the  Tuscan  or- 
der, sjupporting  vast  granaries,  the  communica- 
tion to  which  is  by  two  stair-cases  of  well-exe7 
cuted  d^sig^. 

The  court  is  covered  by  a  cupola  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  diameter,  forming 
a  perfect  semicircle,  whose  centre,  taken  on  a 
level  with  the  cornice,  is  forty-four  feet  from 
the  ground.  The  'dome  of  the  Pantheon  at 
Rome,  which  is  the  largest  known,  exceeds  that 
of  the  Halle  au  Ble  by  thirteen  feet  only. 
This  cupola  is  entirely  composed  of  deal  boards^ 


▲  SKETCH  OF  FARIS.  24$ 

a  foot  in  breadth,  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  about 
four  feet  in  length.  It  is  divided  into  twenty-five 
lateral  openings,  which  give  as  many  rays  of 
light  diverging  from  the  centre-opening,  whose 
diameter  is  twenty-four  feet.  These  openings 
are  all  glazed,  and  the  wood-work  of  the  dome 
is  covered  with  sheets  of  tinned  copper. 

Phiubert  de  l*Okme,  architect  to  Henry  II, 
was  the  original  author  of  this  new  method  of  co- 
vering domes,  though  he  never  carried  it  into  ex* 
ecution.  As  a  homage  for  the  discover)^.  Mo- 
linos  and  Legrand,  the  architects  of  the  cupola, 
have  there  placed  a  medallion  with  his  portrait. 
It  is  said  that  this  experiment*  was  deemed  so  ha- 
zardous, that  the  builder  could  find  no  person 
bold  enough  to  strike  away  the  shores,  and  was 
under  the  necessity  of  performing  that  task  in 
person.  To  him  it  was  not  a  fearful  one ;  but  the 
workmen,  unacquainted  with  the  principles  of  this 
manner  of  roofing  buildings,  were  astonished  at 
the  stability  of  the  dome,  when  the  shores  w^erc 
removed. 

No  place  in  Paris  could  well  be  more  con- 
venient for  giving  a  banquet  than  the  Halle  au 
BU ;  twelve  or  fourteen  hundred  persons  might 
here  be  accommodated  at  table ;  and  little  expense 
wopld  be  required  for  decoration,  as  nothing  can 
be  more  elegant  than  the  cupola  itself. 

Several  periodical  publications  give  a  statement,^ 


iwMTfe  dr  less  exact,  of  the  quantity  erf  fldior  lodged 
m  tbt9  fipftcious  repository^  which  is  iilkd  and 
emptied  teguiarfy  every  four  or  five  days.  But 
these  «t{itemenfa»  present  not  the  real  coraiumption 
of  Psuris,  since  several  bakers  draw  their  supply  &• 
rectly  Irom  the  farmers  of  the  «[ivirons;  and,  be^ 
sides^  a  great  (juantity  of  loaves  are  k^ought  ifitd 
the  capital  {torn  some  villages,  famous  for  maidng 
braad>  whooe  iitifmbitianta  come  and  rettul  them  16 
the  Parisian3t 

.  The  HRimd  conAimption  of  bread-corn  in  thii 
oapitcd  has,  on  all  avierage^t  been  computed  at 
twenty**four  millions  of  bushels.  But  il  is  not 
the  consumption  mfy  that  it  is  useful  to  kno^^  s 
the  most  material  point  to  be  a^ertaiiied,  is  the 
method  of  providing  effectualty  for  it;  so  that, 
from  a  succession  of  unfavourable  harvests,  or  arty 
other  eause,  the  regular  aiipplies  nmy  not  ex- 
periaoce  ^'en  a  nnnnentary  interruption.  When 
it  is  Gonaidcred  that  Paris  contains  eight  (yr  nme 
hunidred  thousand  of  the  human  race,  it  is^e\^ent 
that  this  branch  of  administration  requires  dl  the 
vi;^ance  of  the  government* 

Bread  is  IK) vv  reckoned  enormoa^y  defto-,  nine- 
leen  aoMr  for  the  loaf  oi  four  pounds;  but,  ditrteg 
ifee  wia^tcr  of  >794,  the  Parisians^  i5eJt  all  the  h^- 
ror«  ei  a  reaJ  famine*  Am6ng  other  ai^tictes  of  the 
first  necessity^,  breaid  was  then  so  scarce,  that  hffg 
X9nks  of  pec^ple  -mxe  formed  at  the  ddors^  of  the 


l^tkers'  ahopS)  ^ch  waiting  in  turn  to  receive  s 
fcwty  portion  of  two  otittces. 

The  consumption  of  flour  here  is  consideraMjr 
inQr^s€d  by  the  immeni^e  number  of  dogs,  cats, 
HionkieSj  parrots^  ^nd  other  fairds^  kept  by  persons 
of  every  cUs^,  and  fed  chiefly  on  bread  and  biscuit* 
No  poor  devil  th^t  has  not  in  his  miserable 
lodging  9k  dog  to  keep  him  oompany :  not  beingf 
»bla  to  find  a  friend  among  his  own  species,  he 
«eeki  one  in  the  brute  creation.  A  pauper  <rf 
this  de^ription,  who  shared  his  daily  bread  with 
his  faithful  companion,  being  urged  to  part  with 
t^  animal  that  cost  him  so  much  to  maintain: 
^^  Part  with  him  r  r^oincdhe;  ^^  who  then  shall 
«  I  get  to  love  me?" 

Near  the  Halle  an  BU,  stands  a  large  fluted 
jMllar  of  the  Doric  order,  which  formerly  belonged 
to  the  Hdtel  de  Soissonsy  and  served  as  an  obser- 
vatory to  Catherine  de  Medicis.  In  the  ini^de, 
id  9  winding  stair-case,  leading  to  the  tc^,  wbithef 
that  diabolical  woman  used  frequently  to  ascend; 
syDcompanied  by  astrologers,  and  there  perform 
several  mysterious  ceremonies,  in  order  to  dis-^ 
cover  futurity  in  the  stars.  She  wore  on  hep 
Stomach  a  skin  of  parchment,  strewn  with  figures, 
ktt^s,  and  characters  of  different  coloors ;  which 
fkin  ^e  was  persuaded  had  the  virtoe  of  insuring 
her  from  any  attempt  against  her  person. 

Much    f^bout  that  period,  1572,  there  were 
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reckoned,  in  Paris  alone,  no  less  than  thirty 
thousand  astrologers.  At  the  present  day,  the 
ambulating  magicians  frequent  the  Old  Boulevards, 
2nd  there  tell  fortunes  for  three  or  four  som ; 
while  those  persons  that  value  science  according 
to  the  price  set  on  it,  disdaining  these  two-penny 
conjurers,  repair  to  fortune-tellers  of  a  superior 
dass,  who  take  from  three  to  six  francs,  and  more, 
when  the  opportunity  offers.  The  Trophonius 
of  Paris  is  Citizen  Martin,  who  lives  at  N"*  1773^ 
Rue  HAnjaa :  the  pHEMONdS  is  Madame  Ville- 
neuve.  Rue  de  VAntechrist. 

Formerly,  none  but  courtesans  here  drew  the 
cards ;  now,  almost  every  female,  without  excep- 
tion, has  recourse  to  them.  Many  a  fine  lady 
even  conceives  herself  to  be  sufficiently  mistress 
of  the  art  to  tell  her  own  fortune ;  and  some  think 
they  are  so  skilled  in  reading  futurity  in  the  cards, 
that  they  dare  not  venture  to  draw  them  for  them- 
selves, for  fear  of  discovering  some  i  untoward . 
event. 

This  rage  of  astrology  and  fortune-telling  is  a 
disease  which  peculiarly  affects  weak  intellects, 
ruled  by  ignorance,  or  afflicted  by  adversity.  In 
the  future,  such  persons  seek  a  mitigation  of  the 
present ;  and  the  illusive  enjoyments  of  the  mind 
make  them  almost  forg€l  the  real  sufferings  of  the 
body.     According  to  Pope,     , 
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*'  Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast, 
**  Man  never  w,  but  always  to  be  blest.'* 

At  the  foot  of  the  above  pillar,  the  only  one  of 
the  sort  in  Paris,  is  erected  a  handsome  fountain, 
'which  furnishes  water  from  the  Seine.  At  two- 
thirds  of  its  height  is  a  dial  of  a  singular  kind, 
which  marks  the  precise  hour  at  every  period  of 
the  day,  and  in  all  seasons.  It  is  the  invention  of 
Father  Pingr^,  who  was  a  regular  canon  of  St 
Genevieve,  and  iftember  of  the  ci-devant  Academy 
of  Sciences. 

While  we  are  in  this  quarter,  let  tis  avail  o\ir- 
selves  of  the  moment ;  and,  proceeding  from  the 
Halle  au  BIS  along  the  Rue  Oblin,  examine  the 

CHURCH  OF  SAINT  EUSTACHE. 

This  church,  which  is  one  of  the  most  spacious 
in  Paris,  is  situated  at  the  north  extremity  of  the 
Rue  des  Prouvaires,  facing  the  Rue  du  Jour.  It 
was  begun  in  1532,  but  not  finished  till  the  year 
1642.  ^ 

Notwithstanding  the  richness  of  its  architec- 
ture, it  presents  not  an  appearance  uniformly 
handsome,  on  account  of  the  ill-combined  mixture 
of  the  Greek  and  Gothic  styles :  besides,  the  pil- 
lars are  so  numerous  in  it,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
be  placed  in  the  nave  to  view  it  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. 


^S4  A  Ua^tCtt  OP  VJLM34 

The  new  porUl  of  JSt.  Eusiiwhey  which  waft  con-* 
structed  in  1 7  54,  is  foruK^  of  two  orders,  the 
Doric  and  the  Ionic,  the  one  above  the  other. 
At  each  extremity  of  this  portal,  rise  two  tftsukted 
tower*,  feeedi!>g  from  all  the  projection  of  the 
infefiof  order,  and  decorated  by  Corinthian  to* 
lumns  with  pilasters,  on  an  attic  serving  as  a  socte. 
These  two  towers  were  to  have  been  crowned  by 
8  balustrade;  one  alone  ha^been  finished. 

Several  celebrated  personages  have  been  in* 
lerred  in  this  church.  Among  them,  I  shall 
particularize  one  only ;  but  that  one  will  long  live 
in  the  memory  of  every  convivial  British  seatnan. 
Who  has  not  heard  the  lay  which  r^cordis  thei 
defeat  of  Tonrvifle  ?  Ye»— 

He  wba  *^  on  the  main  trkimpharit  foit 

*'  To  meet  the  gallant  Russel  in  combat  o'er  the  deep; 

Who  "  led  his  noble  troops  of  heroes  bold 

^^  To  sink  the  English  admiral  and  his  fleet."' 

^  Thouj^  coni$ideiped  by  hi^  am&tymem,  ss^  em 
of  the  most  eminent  seamen  that  France  evclr 
produ<^d,aiider^0)sb'g  at  tfcetinie  df  his  death 
the  dignity  of  Marshal,,  tbgeth^  with  that  of 
Vice^-admiral  of  the  kiiigdbray  To\%rville  neve^ 
bad  an  epitaph*  He  died^  dQ«  t&e  2$th  of  Maj^ 
3  70i>  aged  59- 
Somei  q£  the  moaumefiite  whicfe  ^listed  heri 
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hgLre  been  transfem^  to  the  Museum  {n  the  Roe 
9ks  Peifits  ^gusims,  ivhere  may  be  seen  the  sar« 
eofsJaagos  of  Colibert,  Mmister  t»>  Levm  XIV, 
and  the  medaUion  of  Cui^emi  de  }»  Ctwmbre, 
pk}Dsieian  tO'  iho^  ^uig>  snd  afso  Irb  physio^no»- 
loist,  wli)(Diit.he  ie  said  to  hare  eonstlantiy  consulted 
in  the  selection  of  his  ministers.  Among  the 
peters  of  t^at  {^sician  there  stiH  exists,  in  an 
impdblisliedcorFespoildence  with  Lewis  XIV,  thrs 
curious  meaeioraiiiium :  ^'  ShouM  I  die  before  his 
^  majesty,  he  wosld  nm  a  great  risk  of  making, 
^  iffli  future,  many  a  bad  choice.** 

It  is  impo^siWfe-  to  enter  one  6f  these  sane-* 
fettdFies^  without  Reflecting  on  the  rapid  progress  of 
iireligion  among  a  people  who,  six  months  be- 
fore, were,  on  their  knees,  adbring  the  effigici 
which,  at  that  period,  they  were  ea^r  to  mutilate 
anid  destroy.  Jron  crows  and  sledge-hammers 
were  almost  in  ^  state  of  requisition:  In*  tiie  be- 
ginning, it  was  a  contest,  who  should  first  aim  a 
blow  at  the  nose  of  the  Vii^  Waryi  or  biieak 
tiie  leg  of  her  son.  In  one  day,  contracts  were 
tot^red  into  with  masons^  for  defacing  images 
which,  for  centnries>  had  been  partly  concealed 
und^  thte  dusty  webs  of  generations  of  spiders. 

As  fof^  the- statues  within  reach  of  swords  and* 

pikes,  it  was  a  continual  scene  of  amusement'  to* 

the  lioentious  to  knock  off  the  ear  oP  one  togel, 

md' scratch  the  fiace  of  another.    Not  an  epitaph 
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was  left  to  retrace  the  patriotic  deeds  of  an  up- 
right sta:tesman,  or  the  more  brilliant  exploits  of 
a  heroic  warrior ;  not  a  memento,  to  record  con* 
jugal  affection,  filial  piety,  or  grateful  friendship. 
The  iconoclasts  proceeded  not  with  the  impetuous 
fury  of  fanatics,  but  with  the  extravagant  foolexy 
of  atheistical  buffoons. 

All  the  gold  and  silver  ornaments  disappeared : 
a  great  part  of  them  were  dissolved  in  the  cru- 
cibles of  the  mint,  after  having  been  presented 
as  a  homage  to  the  Convention,  some  of  whose 
members  danced  the  carmagnole  with  those  who 
presented  them  at  their  bar,  loaded  on  the  back  of 
mules  and  asses,  bedecked  with  all  the  emblems 
of  catholic  worship ;  while  several  of  the  rubies, 
emeralds,  &c.  which  had  formerly  decorated  the 
glory,  beaming  round  the  head  of  a  Christ,  were 
afterwards  seen  glittering  on  the  finger  of  the 
revolutionary  committee-men, 

Chaumette,  an  attorney,  was  the  man  who  pro-- 
claimed  atheism,  and  his  example  had  many  imi- 
tators. It  seemed  the  wish  of  that  impious  being 
to  exile  God  himself  from  nature.  He  it  was 
who  imagined  those  orgies,  termed  the  festivals  of 
reason.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  these 
festivals  was  celebrated  in  this  very  church  of  St. 
Eustache. 

Although  Mademoiselle  Maillard,  the  singing 
heroine  of  the  French  opera,  figured  more  than 
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once  as  the  goddess  of  reason^  that  divinity  was 
generally  personified  by  some  shameless  female^ 
who,  if  not  a  notorious  prostitute^  was  frequently 
little  better.  Her  throne  occupied  the  place  of  the 
altar ;  her  supporters  were  chiefly  druiiken  soldiers^ 
smoking  their  pipe ;  and  before  her,  were  a  set  of 
half-naked  vagabonds,  singing  and  dancing  the 
carmagnole* 

^^  In  this  church,"  says  an  eye-witness,  "  the 
interior  of  the  choir  represented  a  landscape,  de- 
corated with  cottages  and  clumps  of  trees.  In 
the  distance  were  mysterious  bowers,  to  which 
narrow  paths  led,  through  declivities  formed  oi 
masses  of  artificial  rock* 

*^  The  inside  of  the  church  presented  the  spec* 
tacle  of  a  large  public-house.  Round  the  choir 
were  arranged  tables,  loaded  with  bottles,  sausages, 
pies,  pAtcs,  and  other  viands.  On  the  altars  of 
the  lateral  chapels,  sacrifices  were  made  to  luxury 
and  gluttony;  and  the  consecrated  stones  bore  the 
disgusting  marks  of  beastly  intemperance. 

^^  Gruests  crowded  in  at  all  doors:  whoever 
came  partook  of  this  festival:  children  thriist 
their  hands  into  the  dishes,  and  helped  them* 
selves  out  of  the  bottles,  as  a  sign  of  liberty ; 
while  the  speedy  consequences  of  this  freedom 
became  a  matter  of  amusement  to  grown  persons 
VOL  a  similar  state  of  ebriety.    What  a  deplorable 

VQL.  I.  s 
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picture  of  the  people,   who  blindly  obeyed  th* 

s 

will  of  a  few  factious  leaders ! 

"  In  other  churches,  balls  were  given ;  and,  by 
way  of  shutting  the  dow  hi  the  face  of  modesty, 
these  were  continued  during  the  night,  in  orda* 
that,  amidst  the  confusion  of  nocturnal  revelry, 
those  desires  which  had  been  kindled  daring  the 
day,  might  be  freely  gratified  under  the  veil  of 
darkness. 

"  The  processions  which  accompanied  these 
orgies,  were  no  less  attended  with  every  species  of 
atheistical  frenzy.  After  feasting  their  eyes  with 
the  sacrifice  of  human  victiims,  the  Jacobin  faction, 
or  their  satellites,  followed  the  car  of  their  impure 
goddess :  next  came,  in  another  car,  a  moving  or- 
chestra, composed  of  blind  musicians,  a  too  feith- 
ful  image  of  that  Reason  which  was  the  object  cf 
their  adoration.** 

The  state  of  Prance,  at  that  period,  proves  that 
religion  being  detached  from  social  order,  there 
remained  a  frightful  void,  which  nothing  cQuisi: 
have  filled  up  but  its  subsequent  resti^atian. 
Without  religion,  men  become  enemies  to  each 
other^  criminals  by  principle,  and  bold  violators  of 
the  laws ;  force  is  the  only  curb  that  can  restrdu 
them.  The  inevitable  consequence  is,  that  anarchy 
and  rapine  desolate  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  re- 
duce it.  to  aheap  of  misfortune-and  ruin. 
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LETTER  XXIK 

Paris,  November  2f,  180L 

WftfiH  W€  travel  back  in  idea  for  the  last  ten 
jrears^  and  pass  in  review  the  internal  commotions 
which  have  distmcted  France  during  that  period^ 
and  the  external  struggle  she  has  had  to  maintain 
for  thfe  secuftity  of  her  independence,  we  cannot 
refuse  our  admiration  to  the  constancy  which  the 
French  bavis  manifested  in  forming  institutions 
for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  repositories  of 
objects  tending  to  the  advancement  of  the  arts 
and  sciences.  In  this  respect,  if  we  except  the 
blood^thirfety  reign  of  Robespierre,  no  clash  of 
politictd  interests,  no  change  in  the  form  or  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  has  relaxed  their 
ardour,  df  dackened  their  perseverance.  •  What- 
tiver  set  of  men  have  been  in  power,  the  arts  and 
sciences  have  experienced  altoost  uninterrupted 
|>#dteotian4 

In  th6  dfinion  of  ^be  French  themselves,  the 
6Ai«L£](t  OP  AKTiovEs,  in  the  Central  Mu- 
tBUM  OF  tHB  AfiTS,  may  daim  pre-eminence  over 
ftveiy  other  repository  of  sculpture;  but  many 
pelrsdns  tnay,  probably,  feel  a  satisfaction  more 
pinre  and  unadulterated  in  viewing  the  ' 
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MUSEUM  OF  FRENCH  MONUMENTS- 

Here,  neither  do  insignia  of  triumph  call  to 
mind  the  afflicting  scenes  of  war,  nor  do  emblems 
of  conquest  strike  the  eye  of  the  travelled  visiter, 
and  damp  his  enjoyment  by  blending  with  it 
bitter  recollections.  Vandalism  is  the  only  enemy 
from  whose  attacks  the  monuments,  here  as- 
sembled, have  been  rescued. 

This  Museum,  which  has,  in  fact,  been  formed 
out  of  the  wrecks  of  the  revolutionary  storm, 
merits  particular  attention.  Although  it  was  not 
open  to  the  public,  for  the  first  time,  till  the  1 5th 
bf  Fructidor,  year  III  (2nd  of  September  1 795)f 
its  origin  may  be  dated  from  1790,  when  the 
Constituent  Assembly,  having  decreed  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  Clergy  to  be  national  property, 
charged  the  Committee  of  Alienation  to  exert 
their  vigilance  for  the  preservation  of  all  the  mo- 
numents of  the  arts,  spread  throughout  the  wide 
extent  of  the  ecclesiastical  domains. 

The  philanthropic  La  Rochefouca^uld,  (the 
last  Duke  of  the  family),  as  President  of  that  com- 
mittee, fixed  on  a  number  of  artists  and  literati  to 
select  such  monuments  as  the  committee  were 
anxious  to  preserve.  The  municipality  of  Pari% 
being  ispecially  entrusted,  by  the  National  As* 
sembly,  with  the  execution  of  this  decree,  dso  . 
nominated  several  literati  tmd  artists  of  acknow- 
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iedged  merit  to  co-operate  with  the  former  in 
their  researches  and  labours.  Of  this  associa* 
tion  was  formed  a  commission,  called  Commis^ 
sion  des  Monumens.  From  that  epoch,  proper 
placels  were  sought  for  the  reception  of  the 
treasures  which  it  was  wished  to  save  from  de»» 
struction.  The  Committee  of  jilienation  appoint- 
-ed  the  ci-devant  monastery  of  the  Petits  Au^ 
gustins  for  the  monuments  of  sculpture  and  pic- 
tures, and  those  of  the  Capucins,  Grarnls  Je- 
suites,  and  Cordeliers,  for  the  books  and  manu- 
scripts. 

'  By  these  means,  the  monuments  in  the  sup- 
pressed convents  and  churches  were,  by  degrees, 
collected  in  this  monastery,  which  is  situated  in 
the  Rue  des  Petiis  Augustins,  so  named  after 
that  order  of  monks,  whose  church  here  was 
founded,  in  l6l3,  by  Marguerite  de  Valois, 
first  wife  of  Henry  IV. 

At  the  same  period,  Albxandre  Lenoir  was 
appointed,  by  the  Constituent  Assembly,  di- 
rector of  this  establishment.  As  I  shall  have 
frequent  occasion  to  mention  the  name  of  tha^ 
estimable  artist,  I  shall  here  content  myself  with 
observing,  that  the  choice  did  honour  to  their 
judgment. 

In  the  mean  time,  under  pretext  of  destroy- 
ing every  emblem  of  feudality,  the  most  cele- 
brated master-pieces  were   consigned   to  ruiu; 


but  the  cotfimis^n  b^fofd^m^iti?!^  fipporr 
tandy  pttWi^hrf  inrtmctiopg  t^fg^^g  tb^ 
meaas  of  pres^rviag  the  valuf(h|e  w^pl^  w^\<;^ 
they  purposed  tp  a^epable. 

The  National  Convmtion  also  gav^  indispifr 
t^ble  proof  of  its  regard  for  the  arts^  by  issuing 
several  decrees  in  their  favour.  Its  C0fnm(te^ 
qf  Public  Instruction  created  9  commisfiiionj^  ^om^ 
posed  of  distinguished  literati  aiid  §rtis^  of 
cl%ss,  for  the  purpose  of  ke<tping  1^  w^tehfvil 

over  the  preaarvation  of  the  monunieRti  of  th« 
arts.  The  considerable  number  of  memoiFi^  p^ 
ports^  and  addres9es>  diffused  through  tlw  depirt- 
ments  by  thi9  leaned  and  scientifie  9Sf o^j^tipB^ 
enlightened  the  pepple,  and  ^r^stod  the  «nn  Qf 
M  those  modem  V^nd^s  who  tpQl^  a  ploaswe  ui 
mutilating  the  mogt  admired  st^tues^  tearing  cqr 
defacing  the  most  valuable  pictures,  and  jnelti- 
ing  casts  of  bronze  pf  the  mogt  eJ^quisit^ 
beauty. 

Among  the  numerous  reports  to  which  these 
acts  of  blind  ignorance  gave  birth,  thr^e  pubi- 
lished  by  GaiiGoiiifi,  ex^hishop  of  Blpip^  claim 
^particular  distinction*  no  less  on  account  of  the 
taste  and  zeal  which  they  exhibit  for  the  ^dr 
vancement  of  literature  and  the  fine  ^ts,  thw 
for  the  invective  with  which  th^y  s^bennd  against 
the  madness  of  irreligious  barbarism*  This  l^st 
stroke,  aptly  applied,  was  the  means  of  reppver* 
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ing  ftiimy  articles  of  vd^e,  find  of  preserving 
U)e  mpnuments  still  remaning  in  the  provinces. 
.  J$  tibese  eventful  timea^^  Ljskoib,  the  Con- 
servator of  the  rising  Museom^  collected,  through 
his  own  indefatigable  exertions^  a  considerable 
number  of  mausolea,  statues,  bas-reliefs^  and 
busts  of  every  9ge  and  description*  No  sooner 
4k1  a  moment  of  tmnquillity  appear  to  be  re- 
established in  this  country^  than  he  proposed  to 
the  government  to  place  all  these  monuments 
in  historical  and  chronological  order,  by  classing 
them,  according  to  the  age  in  which  they  had 
been  executed,  in  particular  halls  or  apartments, 
and  giving  to  each  of  these  apartments  the  pre- 
cise character  peculiar  to  each  century.  This 
plan  which,  in  its  aggregate,  united  the  history 
of  the  art  and  th^t  of  France,  by  means  of  her 
monuments,  met  with  general  approbation,  and 
was  accordingly  adopted  by  the  members  of  the 
government. 

Thus,  througho^t  this  Museum,  the  archi- 
tectural decorations  of  the  different  apartments 
gre  of  the  age  to  which  the  montunents  of 
sculpture,  contained  in  each,  belongs ;  and  the 
light  penetrates  through  windows  of  stained  glass, 
from  the  designs  of  Raphael,  Primaticcio,  Al- 
bert DuREa,  Le  Sueub,  &c.,  the  production  of 
the  particular  century  corresponding  to  that  of 
the  sculpture. 


264  A  SKETCH  OF  PARIS. 

Come  then,  let  us  viat  this  Museum,  and  en^ 
deavour  to  discriminate  the  objects  which  may 
be  most  interesting  both  to  the  artist  and  lus- 
torian.    We  first  enter  the 

ANTECHAMBER. 

This  apartment  presents  itself  to  our  inqtd- 
sitive  looks,  as  a  Hall  of  Introduction,  which 
may  not  be  unaptly  compared  to  the  preface  of 
a  grand  work.  Here  we  behold  a  crowd  of* 
monuments,  arranged  methodically,  so  as  to  pre- 
pare our  eyes  for  tracing  the  different  ages 
through  which  we  have  to  travel. 

We  first  remark  those  altars,  worn  by  the 
hand  of  Time,  on  which  the  trading  Gauls  of 
the  ancient  Lutetia,  now  Paris,  sacrificed  to  the 
gods  in  the  time  of  Tiberius.  Jupiter,  Mars, 
Vulcan,  Mercury,  Venus,  Pan,  Gastor  and  Pol- 
lux, and  the  religious  ceremonies  here  sctilp- 
tured,  are  suflicient  to  attest  that  the  Parisians 
were  then  idolaters^  and  followed  the  religion  of 
the  Romans,  to  whom  they  were  become  tribu- 
tary. The  inscriptions  on  each  of  these  mo- 
numents, which  are  five  in  *  number,  leave  no 
doubt  as  to  their  authenticity^  and  the  epoch 
of  their  erection. 

These  altars,  five  in  number,  are  charged  with 
bas-reliefs,  and  the  first  of  them  is  inscribed  with 
the  following  words  in  Latin, 
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Tib.  Caksare. 

AVG,    lOVI    OPTVMO 

MAXSVMO  (aram)  m. 

NAVTAE.     PARISIACI 
PUBLICS     POSIERVNT. 

Tiberius  Caesar,  having  accepted  or  taken 
the  name  of  jiugustus,  the  navigators  (Nautae) 
belonging  to  the  city  of  Paris,  publicly  con-- 
secrated  this  altar  to  Jupiter  the  most  great 
mid  most  good. 

In  1711,  these  monuments  were  dug  vp  from 
the  choir  of  the  cathedral  oi  Notre-Dame,  out 
of  the  foundations  of  the  ancient  church  of 
,  Paris,  constructed  by  Childebert,  on  the  ruins 
of  a  temple,  formerly  dedicated  to  Isis,  which 
he  caused  to  be  demolished.  Near  them  we 
see  the  great  goddess  of  the  Germans  figure 
under  the  name  of  Nehalennia,  in  honour  ^  of 
whom  that  people  had  erected  a  great  num- 
ber of  monuments,  some  of  which  were  disco- 
vered in  the  year  1646,  when  the  sea  retired 
from  the  island  of  Walcheren* 

Capitals,  charged  with  bas-reliefs,  taken  from 
a  subterraneous  basilic,  bui^t  by  Pepin,  have 
likewise  been  collected,  and  follow  those  which 
1  have  just  mentioned.  Next  comes  the  tomb  of 
Clovis,   wliich    exhibits   that   prince  lying   at 
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length ;  he  is  humbling  himself  before  the  Al- 
mighty, and  seems  to  be  asking  him  forgiveness 
for  his   crimes.       We    likewise   see    those    of 
Childebbrt  and  of  the  cruel  Chilpbric.    The 
intaglio^  relieved  by  inlaid  pieces  of  Mosaic^  of 
queen  Fredegonb^    has  escaped  the   accidents 
of  twelve  centuries.    Just  Heaven !  what  pow- 
ers have  disappeared  from  the  face  of  the  earth 
since   that    period !     And   to    what    reflections 
does  not  this  image,  still  existing  of  that  im- 
pious woman,   give  birth   in  the  mind  of  the 
philosopher !     Charlemagne,   who   was  buried 
gt  Aix-la-Chapelle,  seated   on  a  throne  of  gold^ 
appears  here,  in   a  haughty  attitude^   with  his 
sword  in.  hi^  hand,   still  to  be  giving  laws  to 
'  the  world ! 

As  might  naturally  be  supposed,  most  of  these 
figures  have  suffered  much  by  the  rude  attacks 
of  Time ;  but  in  spite  of  his  indelible  impress 
sion,  the  unpolished  hand  of  the  sculptor  is 
still  distinguishable,  and  betrays  the  degraded 
state  of  the  arts  during  the  darkness  of  thq 
middle  ages.     I^t  us  pass  into  the 

HALL  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CENTURY. 

Here  we  shall  remark  arches  in  the  Gothic 
style,  supported  by  thick  pillars,  according  to 
the  architecture  of  that  period.  Ornaments,  in 
the  form   of  culs-de-lampe,  terminate  the  centre 
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of  the  ar(<^heS)  which  are  painted  in  azure-blue^ 
and  charged  with  stars.  When  temples  were 
begim  to  1^  sh^t^red  or  covered,  n^ions  paint-* 
€d  th^  inside  of  the  roof  in  this  manner,  in 
Qrder  tp  keep  in  view  the  image  of  the  celcs  • 
tial  p^nopy  to  which  they  directed  all  their  af- 
fections, and  to  preserve  the  memory  of  the 
^noi^t  custom  of  oifering  up  sacrifices  to  the 
divinity  in  the  open  air. 

Here  (he  statue  of  Lewis  IX,  sumamed  the 
Saint,  is  placed  near  that  of  Philip,  one  of 
his  sons,  and  of  Charles,  his  brother,  king  of 
Sicily,  branded  in  history,  by  haVing,  through 
his  oppression?  driven  his  subjects  into  revolt, 
?ind  caused  the  massacre  of  the  French  in  that 
island  in  1477 ;  a  massacre  well  known  by  the 
pame  of  the  Sicilian  vespers. 

It  seems  that  it  was  the  fashion,  in  those 
days,  for  kings  themselves  to  be  beareris  at  fu- 
nerals. We  are  told  by  St.  Foix,  that  the  body 
of  Lewis,  another  son  of  the  Saint,  who  died 
in  1662,  aged  26,  and  whose  cenotaph  is  here, 
was  first  carried  to  St,  Denis,  and  thence  to  the 
abbey  of  Royaumont,  where  it  was  interred. 
**  The  greatest  lords  of  the  kingdom,"  says  he, 
^^  alternately  bore  the  coffin  on  their  shoulders, 
•^  and  Henry  III,  king  of  England,  carried  it 
**  himself  for  a  considerable  time,  as  feudatory 
^^  of  the  crown." 
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Philip  III,  too,  above-mentioned,  having 
brought  to  Paris  the  remains  of  his  father, 
from  Tunis  in  Africa,  carried  them  barefooted, 
on  his  shoulders,  to  St.  Denis.  Wherever  he 
rested  by  the  way,  towers  were  erected  in  com- 
memoration of  this  act  of  filial  piety ;  but  these 
have  been  destroyed  since  the  revolution. 

The  casements  of  this  hall,  in  the  forfir  of 
ogives,  are  ornamented  with  stained  glass  of 
the  first  epoch  of  the  invention  of  that  art. 
We  now  come  to  the 

HALL  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  CENTURY^ 

This  hall  shews  us  the  light,  yet  splendid  ar- 
chitecture of  the  Arabs,  introduced  into  France 
in  consequence  of  the  Crusades.  Here  are  the 
statues  of  the  kings  that  successively  appeared, 
in  this  age  down  to  king  John,  who  was  t&en 
prisoner  by  Edward,  the  black  prince,  at  the 
battle  of  Poictiers.  They  are  clad  after  the 
manner  of  their  time,  and  lying  at  length  on  a 
stylobate,  strewn  with  flower-de-luces.  Twenty^ 
two  knights,  each  mounted  on  lions,  armed 
cap-a-pi6,  represented  of  the  natural  size,  and 
coloured,  fill  ogive  niches  ornamented  with  Mo- 
saic designs,  relieved  with  gold,  red,  and  blue.' 

The  tombs  of  Charles  V,  sumamed  the  fVise, 
and  of  the  worthy  constable,  Du  Guesclin, 
together  with   that    of    Sancerre,   his  faithful 
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friend,  rise  in  the  middle  of  this  apartment ; 
which  presents  to  the  eye  all  the  magnificence 
of  a  Turkish  mosque.  After  having  quitted  it, 
what  a  striking  contrast  do  we  not  remark  on 
entering  the 

HALL  OF  THE  FIFTEENTH  CENTURY ! 

Columns,  arabesque  ceilings  charged  with  gild- 
ing,  light  pieces  of  sculpture  applied  on  blue 
and  violet  grounds,  imitating  cameo,  china,  or 
enamel ;  every  thing  excites  astonishment,  and 
concurs  in  calling  to  mind  the  first  epoch  of 
the  regeneration  of  the  arts  in  this  country. 

The  ideas  of  the  amateur  are  enlivened  in 
this  brilliant  apartment:  they  prepare  him  for 
the  gratification  which  he  is  going  to  experience 
at  the  sight  of  the  beautiful  monuments  pro- 
duced by  the  age,  so  renowned  of  Francis  L 
There,  architecture  predominates  over  sculpture; 
here,  sculpture  over  architecture. 

The  genius  of  Raphael  paved  the  way  t<> 
this  impulse  of  regeneration:  he  had  recently 
produced  the  decorations  of  the  Vatican ;  and 
the  admirable  effect  of  these  master-pieces  of 
art^  kindled  an  enthusiasm  in  the  mind  of  jth^ 
artists,  who  travelled.  On  their  return  to  France, 
they  endeavoured  to  imitate  them :  in  this  at* 
tempt,  JjsAN  Juste,   a  sculptor  sent  to  Rome^ 
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at  the  expense  of  the  Cardinal  D'AMB6tSi,  wis 
the  most  succcessful. 

First,  we  behold  the  mausoleum  t(  Louis  t>'0«^ 

•LiANs,   victim  of  the  faction  of  the  Diike  cf 

Burgundy,   and  that  of  his  brother    Ghaklbs, 

the  poet    Near  them  is  that  of  Valentine  db 

Milan,    the    inconsolable  wife  of  the   former, 

who  died  through  grief  the  year  after  she^  lost 

her  Imsband.    As  an  emblem  of  her  affliction, 

she  took  for  her  device  a  watering-pot  stooped^ 

whence  drops  kept  trickling  in  the  form  of  teara 

Let  it  HDt  be  imagined,  however,  that  it  was  on 

account  of  his  constancy  that  this  afFectionate 

woftian  thus  bewailed  him  till  she  fell  a  victim 

to  her  sorrow. 

Louis  D'Obleans  was  a  great  sedijccfr  of  la- 
dies of  the  tourt,  and  of  the  highest  rank  too, 
says  Brantome.  Indeed,  historians  concur  in 
stating  that  to  a  brilliant  understanding,  he 
joined  the  most  captivating  person.  We  ac-^ 
cordingly  find  that  the  Dutchess  of  Burgundy 
and  several  others  were  by  no  means  cruel  td 
him ;  and  he  had  been  supping  tete-i-tAte  with 
Queen  Isabeau  de  Baviere,  when,  in  returning 
'iicrnie,  he  was  assassinated  6n  the  twenty-third 
of  November  1407.  His  amorous  intrigues  at 
last  pfoved  fatal  to  the  English,  as  you  will 
le^tA  frotn  the  following  storj^,  related  by  th^ 
same  author. 
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-   Ofte  morning,  M.  d'  Orleans  having  in   bed 
with  him  a  woman  of  quality,   whose  husband 
i     6&me  to  pay  him  an  early  visit,   he  concealed 
>i     the  lady's  head,  while  lie  exhibited  the  rest  of 
fii     her  person  to    the  contemplation    of  the  un- 
iiTi    -suspectitig  intruder,   at   the   same  time  fofbid- 
t    ding  him^  as  he  valued  his  life,  to  remove  the 
\ei    sheet  from  her  face.     Now,  the  cream  of  the 
M    jest  was,  tliat,  on  the  following  night,  the  good 
ped    soul  of  a  husband,  as  he  lay  beside  his  dear, 
m    boasted  to  her  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had 
as:    €[hewn  htm  the  most  beautiful  woman  that  he 
m    had  ever  seen :    but  that  for  her  face  he  could 
,i     not  tell  what  to  say  of  it,  as  it  was  concealed 
under  the  sheet.     '^  From  this  little  intrigue,** 
i,      adds  Brantome,  '^  sprang  that  brave  and  valiant 
*^  bastard  of  Orleans,  Count  Dunois,  the  pillaf 
'^      **  of  France,  and  the  scourge  of  the  English." 
Here  we  see  the  statues  of  Charles  VI,  and 
of  Jane  of  Burgundy.    The  former  being  struck 
I      by  a   coup  de  soleily  became  deranged  in  his  in- 
tellects and  imbecile,  after  having  displayed  great 
f,      genius ;  he  is  represented  with  a  pack  of  cards 
i      in  his  hand  to   denote  that  they  were  first  in- 
vented for  that  prince's  diversion.     The  latter 
i       was  Dutchess  of  Beaufort,  wife  to  the  Duke, 
who    commanded    the    English    army    against 
Charles  VII,  and  as  brother  to  our  Henry  IV, 
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was  appointed  regent  of  France,  during  the  mi-r 
nority  of  his  nephew,  Henry  V, 

Next  come  those  of  Renee  d' Orleans, 
grand-daughter  of  the  intrepid  Dunois;  and  of 
Philippe  de  Commines,  celebrated  byliis  me- 
moirs of  the  tyrant,  Lewis  XI,  whose  statue 
faces  that  of  Charles  VII,  his  father. 

The  image  of  Joan  op  Arc,  whom  that  king 
had  the  baseness  to  suiFer  to  perish,  after  she 
had  maintained  him  on  the  throne,  also  figures 
in  this  hall  with. that  of  Isabeau  de  Bavierb. 
The  shameful  death  of  the  Maid  of  Orleans, 
who,  as  every  one  knows,  was,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  English,  condemned  as  a  witch, 
and  burnt  alive  at  Rouen  on  the  30th  of  May 
1430,  must  inspire  with  indignation  every  honest 
Englfshman  who  reflects  on  this  event,  which 
will  ever  be  a '  blot  in  the  page  of  our  history. 
Isabeau  affords  a  striking  example  of  the  in- 
fluence of  a  queen's  morals  on  the  affections  of 

the  people.      On  her  first  arrival  in  Paris,   she 

• 

was  crowned  by  angels,  and  received  from  the 
burghers  the  most  magnificent  and  costly  pre- 
sents. At  her  death,  she  was  so  detested  by  the 
nation,  that  in  order  to  convey  her  body  pri- 
vately to  St.  Denis,  it  was  embarked  in  a  little 
skiff  at  Port-Landr'u  with  directions  -to  the 
waterman  to  deliver  it  to  the  abbots  . 
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The  supeii)  tomb  of  Lewis  XII^  placed  in  the 
jniddle  of  this  apartment^  displays  great  magnifi^ 
cence;  and  his  statue,  lying  at  length,  whickre* 
presents  him  in  a  state  of  death,  recalls  to  mind 
that  moment  so  grievous  to  the  French  peoplej 
who  exclaimed,  in  following  his  funeral  process 
$ion  to  St.  Denis,  ^^  Our  good  king  Lewis  XII 
^^  is  dead,  and  we  have  lost  our  iisithen" 

The  historian  delights  to  record  a  noble  trait  of 
that  prince's  character.  Lewis  XII  had  been 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  St.  Aubin  by  Louis 
de  la  Trimouille,  who,  fearing  the  resentment  of 
the  new  king,  and  wishing  to  excuse  himself  for 
his  conduct,  received  this  magnanimous   reply : 

It  is  not  for  the  king  of  France  to  revenge  the 

quarrels  of  the  duke  of  Orleans," 

The  statue  of  Pierbe  de  Navarke,  son  of 
Charles  the  Bad^  seems  placed  here  to  form  in  the 
mind  of  the  spectator  a  contrast  between  his 
father  and  Lewis  XII.  The  tragical  end  of 
Charles  is  of  a  nature  to  fix  attention,  and  affords 
ah  excellent  subject  for  a  pencil  like  that  of 
Fuseli. 

Charles  the  Bad,  having  fallen  into  such  a  state 
of  decay  that  he  could  not  make  use  of  his  limbs, 
consulted  his  physician,  who  ordered  him  to  be 
wrapped  up  from  head  to  foot,  in  a  linen  cloth 
impregnated  with  brandy,  so  that  he  might  be 
inclosed  in  it  to  the  very  neck  as  ia  a  «ack.    It 

VOL.  I.  T 
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was  night  when  this  r^nedy  was  administered. 
One  of  the  female  attendants  of  the  palacer; 
charged  to  sew  up  the  cloth  that  contained  the 
patient,  having  come  to  the  neck,  the  fixed  point 
where  she  was  to  finish  her  seam,  made  a  knot 
according  to  custom;  but  as  there  was  still  re- 
maining an  end  of  thread,  instead  of  cutting  it 
as  usual  with  scissars,  she  had  recourse  to  the 
candle,  which  immediately  set  fire  to  the  whole 
cloth.  Being  terrified,  she  ran  away,  and  aban- 
doned the  king,  who  was  thus  burnt  alive  in  his 
own  palace. 

What  a  picture  for  the  moralist  is  this  assem- 
blage of  persons,  celebrated  either  for  their  errors, 
t:rime5,  talents,  or  virtues ! 


LETTER  XXV. 


Paris,  November  28,  1801. 

CoiK:BiyiNG  hpw  iiiterested  yoii  (who  are  not  only 
a  connoisseur,  but  an  F.  A.  S.)  must  feel  in  cour 
templating  thie  only  repository  in  the  world,  I  be- 
lieve, which  contains  such  a  chronological  hisr 
tory  of  the  art  of  sculpture,  I  lose  no  time  io 
conducting  you.  to  complete  out:  survey  of  the 
Museum  pp  FfiENCH  Monumknts  in  the  But 
des  PetitS'  ^ugustim.. 
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Having  examined  those  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
during  our  former  visit,  we  are  at  length  arrived 
at  the  age  of  the  Fine  Arts  in  France,  and  now 
€nter  the 

HALL  OF  tH£  SIXTEENTH  CENTURY. 

'*'  But  see !  each  muse  in  Leo's  golden  days, 

^*  Starts  from  her  trance^  and  trims  her  wither'd  bays ; 

"  Home's  an<;ient  Genius,  o'er  its  rutns^  spread, 

^*^  Shakes  off  the  dust,  and  rears  his  reverend  head; 

**  Then  Sculpture  and  her  sister  arts  revive, 

^'  Stones  leaped  to  form,  and  rocks  began  to  live." 

V 

These  beautiful  lines  of  Pope  immediately  occur 
to  the  mind,  on  considering  that,  in  Italy^  the 
Great  Lfio,  by  the  encotwageraent  which  he  gave 
to  men  of  talents,  had  considerably  increased  the 
number  of  master-pieces ;  when  the  taste  for  the 
Fine  Arts,  after  their  previous  revival  by  the  Me- 
dici,  having  spread  throughout  that  country,  be- 
gan to  dawn  in  France  about  the  end  of  the  fif- 
teenth century.  By  progressive  steps,  the  efforts 
made  by  the  French  artists  to  «nulate  their 
masters,  attained,  towards  the  middle  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  a  perfection  which  has  since 
fixed  the  attention  of  Europe. 

On  entering  this  hall,  which  is  consecrated  to 
^fiiat  period,  the  amateur  finds  his  genius  in* 
flamed;  What  a  deep  impression  does  not  the 
peifectlon  of  the  nt»nerous  mopiiments  which  i\ 

T  a 
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has  produced  make  on  his  imagination  I  Firsts 
he  admires  the  beautiful  tomb  erected  to  the  me- 
mory of  Fbancis  I,  the  restorer  of  literature 
and  the  arts ;  who,  by  inviting  to  his  court  Leo- 
nardo DA  Vinci  and  Primaticcio,  and  establish- 
ing schools  and  manufactories,  consolidated  the 
great  work  of  their  regeneration. 

^^  Curse  the  monks !''  exclaimed  I,  on  surveying 
this  magnificent  monument,  constructed  in  1550, 
from  the  designs  of  the  celebrated  Phllibert  db 
l'Orme.  *^  Who  cannot  but  regret,"  continued 
I  to  myself,  "  that  so  gallant  a  knight  as  Francis  !• 
*'  should  fall  a  victim  to  that  baneful  disease 
*^  which  strikes  at  the  very  sources  of  genera- 
'^  tion  ?  Who  cannot  but  feel  indignant  that  so 
generous  a  prince,  whose  first  maxim  was,  that 
true  magnanimity  consisted  in  the  forgiveness  of 
injuries,  and  pusillanimity  in  the  prosecution  of 
" '  revenge,  should  owe  his  death  to  the  diabolical 
^^  machinations  of  a  filthy  friar?'*  Yet,  so  it 
v^as ;  the  circumstances  are  as  follows : 

Francis  I.  was  smitten  by  the  charms  of  the 
wife  of  one  Lunel,  a  dealer  in  iron.  A  Spanish 
chaplain,  belonging-  to  the  army  of  the  Emperor 
Chai'les  V,  passing  through  Paris  in  order  to  re- 
pair to.  Flanders,  threw  himself  in  this  man's 
w  ay,  and  worked  on  his  mind  til! .  he  had  madd 
him  a  complete  fanatic :  "  Your  king,'*  said  the 
friar,  ^f  protects  Lutheranism  in  Gennany,  and 
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**  will  soon  introduce  it  into  France.  Be  re- 
^^  venged  on  him  and  your  wife,  by  serving  re- 
^^  ligion.  Communicate  to  him  that  disease  for 
*'  which  no  certain  remedy  is  yet  known*" — 
**  And  how  am  I  to  give  it  to  him  ?"  rq)lied  Lunel; 
^^  neither  I  nor  my  wife  have  it" — ^^  But  I  have/* 
rejoined  the  monk:  ^'  I  hold  up  my  hand  and 
*^  swear  it.  Introduce  me  only  for  one  half-hour 
^^  by  night,  into  your  place,  by  the  side  of  your 
**  faithless  fair,  and  I  will  answer  for  the  rest." 

The  priest  having  prevailed  on  Lunel  to  consent 
to  his  scheme,  went  to  a  place  where  he  was  sure 
to  catch  the  infection,  and,  by  means  of  Lunel's 
wife,  he  communicated  it  to  the  king.  Being 
previouisly  in  possession  of  a  secret  remedy,  the 
monk  cured  himself  in  a  short  time;  the  poor 
woman  died  at  the  expiration  of  a  month ;  and 
Francis  I,  after  having  languished  for  three  or 
four  years,  at  length,  in  1547,  sunk  under  the 
weight  of  a  disorder  then  generally  considered  as 
incurable. 

The  tomb  of  the  Valois,  erected  in  honour  of 
that  family,  by  Catherine  de  Medicis,  soon  after 
the  death  of  Henry  II,  is  one  of  the  master- 
pieces of  Germain  Pilon,  In  the  execution  of 
this  beautiful  monument,  that  famous  artist  has 
found  means  to  combine  the  correctness  of  style 
of  Michael  Angelo  with  the  grace  of  Primaticcio- 
To  the  countenance  of  Hen^y  and  Catherine, 
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who  are  represented  in  a  state  of  death,  lying  as 
on  a  bed,  he  has  impaited  an  expression  of  sen- 
sibility truly  affecting. 

Next  comes  the  tomb  of  Diane  de  Poitiers, 
that  cdebrated  beauty,  who  displayed  equal  judgw 
ment  in  the  management  of  State  affairs  and  in 
the  delicacy  of  her  attachments ;  who  at  the  age 
of  40,  captivated  king  Henry  II,  when  only  18; 
and,  who,  though  near  6o  at  the  death  of  that 
prince,  had  never  ceased  to  preserve  the  same  em- 
pire over  his  heart.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  she 
was  married  to  Louis  de  Brcz€,  grand  seneschal  of 
Normandy,  and  died  in  April  1566,  aged  66. 

Brantome,  who  saw  her  not  long  before  her 
death,  when  she  had  just  recovered  from  the  con- 
finement of  a  broken  leg,  and  had  experienced 
troubles  sufficient  to  lessen  her  charms,  thus  ex-* 
presses  himself :  ^^  Six  months  ago,  when  I  met 
^^  her,  she  was  still  so  beautiful  that  I  know  not 
*^  any  heart  of  adamant  which  would  not  have 
"  been  moved  at  the  sight  of  her." — ^To  give  you 
a  perfect  idea  of  her  person,  take  this  laconic  de- 
scription, which  is  not  one  of  fancy,  but  collected 
from  the  best  historians. 

Her  jet  black  hair  formed  a  striking  contrast  to 
her  lily,  complexion.  On  her  cheeks  faintly 
blushed  the  budding  rose.  Her  teeth  vied  wdtl^ 
ivory  itself  in  whiteness :  in  a  word,  her  form  wa^ 
as  elegant  as  her  deportment  wajs  gracefuU 
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By  'Way  of  lesson  to  the  belles  of  the  present 
day,  let  them  be  told  that  Diane  de  Poitierb 
was  never  ill,  nor  affected  indisposition.  In  the 
severity  of  thie  winter,  she  daily  washed  her  face 
with  spring-water,  and  never  had  recourse  to  cos- 
metics.—— '^  What  pity,*'  say^  Brantome>  "  that 
^^  earth  should  cover  so  beautiful  a  woman!" 

No  man,  indeed,  who  sympathizes  with  the 
foibles  of  human  nature,  can  contemplate  the 
tomb  of  Diane  ps  Poitiers,  and  reflect  on  her 
numerous  virtues  and  attractions,  without  adopt- 
ing the  sentiments  of  Brantome,  and  feeling  hi^ 
breast  glow  with  admiration. 

This  extraordinary  woman  aflTorded  the  most 
signal  protection  to  literati  and  men  of  genius,- 
and  was,  in  fact,  no*  less  distinguished  for  the 
qualities  of  her  heart  than  fpr  the  beauty  of.  her 
person.  ^^  She  was  extremely  good-humoured, 
^^  charitable,  and  humane,"  continues  Brantome-. 
^^  The  people  of  France  ought  to  pray  ,to  -God 
^f  that  the  female  favourite  of  every  chief  magis- 
^^  trate  of  their  country  may  resemble  this  amiable 
*^  frail  one,"  . 

Asa  proof  of  the  elevation  of  her  sentiments^ 
.  I  shall  conclude  by  quoting  to  you  the  spirited 
reply  Diane  made  to  Henry  II,  who,  by  dint  of 
poyal  authority,  wished  to  legitimate  a  daughter 
he  had  by  her :  "  I  aiti  of  a  birth,"  said  she,  ^^  to 
^  h^ve  had  lawful  childrcpi  by  you.     I  have  been 
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^^  your  mistress,  because  I  loved  you.  f  will 
'^  never  suffer  a  decree  to  declare  me  your  con- 
*^  cubine." 

The  beautiful  grouip  of  the  modest  Graces,  and 
that  representing  Diana,  accompanied  by  her  dogs 
Procion  and  Syrius,  sculptured  by  Jean  Gougeon> 
to  serve  as  the  decoration  of  a  fountain  in  the  park 
of  Diane  de  Poitiers  at  Anet,  attracts  the  at- 
tention of  the  connoisseur. 

The  tomb  of  Gouoeon,  composed  of  his  own 
works,  and  erected  to  the  memory  of  that  great 
artist,  through  gratitude,  is,  undoubtedly,  a  ho- 
mage which  he  justly  deserved.    This  French 
Phidias  was  a  Calvinist,  and  one  of  the  numerous 
victims  of  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  being  shot  oh 
his  scaffold,  as  he  was  at  work  on  the  Louvre,  the 
24th  of  August  1572.     Here  too  we  behold  the 
statues  of  Birague  and  of  the  Gondi,  those  atro- 
cious wretches  who,  together  with  Catherine  de 
Medicis,  plotted  that  infamous  massacre;  while 
Charles  IX,  no  less  criminal,  here  exhibits  on 
his  features  the  stings  of  a  guilty  conscience. 

The  man  that  has  a  taste  for  learning,  gladly 
turns  his  eye  from  this  horde  of  miscreants,  to  fix 
it  on  the  statue  of  Claude-Catherine  db 
Clermont-Tonnerre,  who  was  so  conversant 
in  the  dead  languages  as  to  bear  away  the  palm 
from  Birague  and  Chiveray,  in  a  speech  which  she 
composed  and  spoke  in  Latin,  at  twenty^four 
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hours^  notice^  in  answer  to  the  ambassadors  who 
tendered  the  crown  of  Poland  to  Charles  IX. 

If  the  friend  of  the  arts  examine  the'  beautiful 
portico  erected  by  Philibert  de  I'Orme,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Eure,  for  Diane  de  Poitiers,  compose4 
of  the  three  orders  of  architecture,  placed  the  one^ 
above  the  other,  and  forming  altogether  an  ele- 
vation of  sixty  feet,  he  will  be  amazed  to  leam 
that  this  superb  monument  constructed  at  Anet, 
twenty  leagues  distant  from  Paris,  was  remove4 
thence,  and  re-established  in  this  Museum,  by 
the  indefatigable  conservator,  Lekoih, 

On  leaving  the  apartment  containing  the  mas^ 
ter-pieces  brought  to  light  by  Francis  I,  the  ueaX 
we  reach  is  the 

HALL  OF  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY. 

What  a  crowd  of  celebrated  men  contained  in 
the  temple  consecrated  to  virtue,  courage,  and 
talents ! 

There,  I  behold  Turenne,  Conde,  Montau* 
siER,  Colbert,  Moliere,  Corneille,  La  Fon- 
TAiNE,  Racine,  Fen^lon,  mid  Boileau.  The 
great  Lewis  XIV,  placed  in  the  middle  of  this 
hall,  seems  to  become  still  greater  near  those 
immortal  geniuses* 

Farther  on,  we  see  the  statue  of  the  im* 
placable  Richelieu,  represented  expiring  in  the 
arms  of  Religion,  while  Science  is  weeping  at 
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his  feet  Ye  Gods!  what  a  prostitution  of 
talent!  This  is  the  master-piece  of  Gxrar-* 
don;  but,  in  point  of  execution,  many  con- 
noisseurs prefer  the  mausoleum  of  the  crafty 
Mazarin,  whom  Coyzevox  has  pourtrayed  in 
a  supplicating  posture, 

Lewis  XIII,  surnamed  the  Just,  less  great 
than  his  illustrious  subject,  De  Thou,  casts 
down  his  eyes  in  the  presence  of  his  minis- 
ters. 

The  mausolea  of  Le  Brun,  LuXli,  and  Je- 
rome BiGNON,  the  honour,  the  love,  and  the 
example  of  his  age,  terminate  the  series  of  mo- 
numents of  that  epoch,  still  more  remarkable 
for  its  literati  than  its  artists.  We  at  last  comQ 
to  the 

HALL  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY.. 
Here  we  admire  the  statues  of  Monte sauiEUj^ 

FONTENELLE,      VoLTAIRE,     RoUSSEAU,     HeLVE- 

Tius,  Cb^billon,  Piron,  &c.  &c.  The  tombs 
of  the  •  learned  Maupertuis  and  Caylus,  and 
also  th^t  of  Marshal  b'Harcourt,  give  a  per- 
fect idea  of  the  state  of  degradation  into  which 
the  art  of  design  had  fallen  at  the  beginning 
of  this  century;  but  the  new  productions  which 
decorate  the  extremity  of  this  spacious  hall  are 
sufficient  to  prove  to  what  degree  the  absolute 
will  of  a  great  genius  can  influence  the  pro-^ 
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gress  of  the  arts,  as  well  as  of  the  sciences. 
ViEN  and  Davib  appeared,  and  the  art  was  re- 
generated* 

Here,  too,  we  find  a  statue,  as  large  as  life^ 
representing  Christ  leaning  on  a  pillar,'  exe^ 
cuted  by  Michael  Angelo  Stodtz.  I  notice 
this  statue  merely  to  observe,  that  the  original, 
from  which  it  is  taken,  is  to  be  seen  at  Home, 
in  the  Chiesa  d^a  Minerva  where  it  is  held 
in  such  extraordinary  veneration,  that  the  gi-eat 
toe-nail  of  the  right  foot  having  been  entirely 
worn  away  by  the  repeated  kisses  of  the  faith- 
ful,  one  of  silver  had  been  substituted.  At 
length  this  second  nail  having  been  likewise 
worn  away,  ^  third  was  placed,  of  copper,  which 
is  already  somewhat  worn.  It  was  sculptured 
by  Michael  Angelo  Buonarpti. 

We  experience  an  emotion  of  regret  at  the 
aspect  of  the  handsome  monument  by  Mi* 
challon,  on  learning  that  it  was  erected  to 
the  memory  of  young  Drouais,  a  skilful  and 
amiable  artist,  stopped  by  death,  in  1788,  during 
his  brilliant  career,  at  the  early  age  of  24,  He 
has  left  behind  him  three  historical  pictures, 
which  are   so  many   master-pieces. 

The  beautiful  statue  of  the  youthful  Cypa- 
rissus,  by  Chaudet,  the  most  eminent  French 
sculptor,  reminds  us  of  the  full  and  elegant 
form  of  the  fine  Greek  Bacchus,  which  deco- 
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rates  the  peristyle  of  the  (antichamber  or  HaH 
of  Introduction. 

Thus  the  amateur  and  the  student  will  find, 
in  this  Museum,  an  uninterrupted  chronology 
of  momiments,  both  antique  and  modern,  be* 
ginning  by  tho^  of  ancient  Greece,  whose 
date  goes  back  to  two  thousand  live  hundred  years 
before  our  era,  to  examine  those  of  the  Ro- 
mans, of  the  Lower  Empire,  of  the  Gauls,  and 
thence  pass  to  the  first  epoch  of  the  French 
monarchy,  and  at  length  follow  all  the  gradations 
through  which  the  art  has  passed  from  its 
cradle  to  its  decrepitude.  The  whole  of  this 
grand  establishment  is  terminated  by  a  spacioi» 
garden,  which  is  converted  into  an 

ELYSIUM. 

There,  on  a  verdant  lawn,  amid  firs,  C3^presses, 
poplars,  and  weeping  willows,  repose  the  ashes 
of  the  illustrious  poets,  Moliere,  La  Fox- 
a'AiNE,  BoiLEAu,  &c. ;  of  the  learned  Des- 
CARTES,  Mabillon,  Mont/aucon,  &c.,  in- 
closed  m  sarcophagi;  there,  they  still  receive 
the  homas-e  which  mankind  owe  to  talents  and 
virtue. 

But  hoi  1 !  mark  the  sepulchre  of  the  learned 
and  tender  Heloise.  Her  remains,  though 
formerly  conjoined  to  those  of  her  lover,  were 
subsequently    separated,    and    after   a    lapse    of 
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three  hundred  years,  they  are  now  reassemblecL 

Here  one  kind  grave  unites  their  hapless  name. 
And  grafts  Her  love  immortal  on  his  fame. 

With  a  smile  seated  on  her  lips,  Helo'isk 
seems  to  be  sighing  for  the  object  of  her  glow- 
-ing  affection:  while  the  unfortunate  Abelard, 
coldly  reclined,  is  still  commenting  on  the  Trinity. 
The  Paraclete^  having  been  sold  and  demoUshed, 
Lenoir,  with  all  the  sensibility  of  an  admirer  of 
genius,  withdrew  the  bones  of  Abelard  and 
HeloYse  from  that  monastery,  and  placed  them 
here  in  a  sepulchral  chapel,  partly  constructed 
from  the  remains  of  their  ancient  habitation. 

Such  is  the  Museum  op  French  Monuments. 
When  completed,  for  some  valuable  specimens  of 
the  arts  still  remain  to  be  added,  it  will  be  one  of 
the  most  interesting  establishments  in  Paris,  and 
perhaps  in  Europe,  especially  if  considered  in 
regard  to  the  improvement  of  modem  sculpture, 
and,  I  may  add,  architecture.  No  building  can 
be  better  adapted  than  a  monastery  for  an  esta- 
blishment of  this  nature.  The  solemn  gloom  of 
cloisters  suits  the  temper  of  the  mind,  when  we 
reflect  on  the  mortality  incident  to  a  succes- 
sion of  ages,  and  the  melancholy  which  it  in- 
spires, is  in  perfect  unison  with  our  feelings, 
when  we  contemplate  the  sepulchral  monumeti^s 
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mitted  to  -posterity^  and  shine  with  distinguished 
lustre  in  the  military  annals  of  France. 

General  A         ■  y  had  already  invited  me  to 
dine    with    him,    in    order   to    meet    General 

B -r;    but,  on    the  day   fixed,   the  latter, 

as  minister  for  the  war  department,  being  un- 
der the  necessity  of  entertaining  Lord  Com- 
wallis,  the  party  was  postponed  till  the  8th  of 
Frimaire,  (29th  of  November),  when,  in    addi- 

tion  to  General   B ^r.  General  A y 

had  assembled  at  his  table  several  men  of  note. 

Among  others,  were  General  M ^rd,  who 

commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  iarmy  of 
Naples  under  Macdonald,  in  which  he  dis- 
tinguished    himself    as    a    brave    soldier;    and 

D ^ttes,  physician  in   chief  to   the  army   of 

the  East.  This  officer  of  health,  as  medical 
men  are  here  denominated,  is  lately  returned 
from  Egypt,  where  his  skill  and  attention  to 
his  professional  duties  gained  him  universal 
admiration. 

In    society    so    agreeable,    time  passed   away 

rapidly  till   General   B ^r  arrived.      It  was 

late,    that  is  about   seven  o'clock,   though  the 
invitation   expressed  five  precisely,    as  the  hour 
of  dinner.      But,  in  Paris,  a  minister  is  alwavs 
supposed  to  be  detained  on  official  business  o. 
nature  paramount  to  every    other  considerat 
On  my  being  introduced  to  General  B . 
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He  immediately  entered  into  conversation  with 
the  concerning  Lord  Comwallis,  whom  he  had 
known  in  the  American  war,  having  served  in 
the  staff  of  Rochambeau  at  the  siege  of  York- 
town.  As  far  back  as  that  period,  B —  r 
signalized  himself  by  his  skill  in  military  sci** 
ence.  It  was  impossible  to  contemplate  these 
distinguished  officers  without  calling  to  mind 
how  greatly  their  country  was  indebted  to  the 
exertion  of  their  talents  on  Vatious  important 
occasions.  These  recollections  led  me  to  ad- 
ihire  that  wisdom  which  had  placed  them  in 
stations  for  which  they  had  proved  themselves 
so  eminently  qualified. .  In  England,  places  are 
generally  sought  for  men;  in  France,  men  are 
sought  for  places. 

At  seven,  dinner  Was  atlnounced,  and  an  ex- 

^.cellent  one  it  was,  both  in  quality  and  quan- 

-     tity.     Presto  was  the  word,  aiid  all  the  guests 

seefned  habituated  to  expedition.    The  difference 

b$jtween  the  duration  of  such  a  repast  at  this 

.,  d^ay,  and  what  it  was  before  the  revolution,  shews 

;.h(J5^  constantly    men    become    the    slaves    of' 

|^^^;«£ishion.      Had  BoNAPABtE  resembled  LucuUus 

in  being  addicted  to  the  pleasures  of  the  festive 

board,    i   make    no  doubt  that  it  would    have 

been  the  height  of  ton  to  sit   quietly  two  or 

three  hours  after  dinner*     But  the  Chief  Con- 

« 

sul  is. Said  to  be   temperate   almost  to   abste- 

VOL.  I.  u     ' 
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iniousness;  he  rises  from  table"  in  less  thari 
liiilf  an  hour;*  and  that  mode  is  now  almost 
universal  in  Paris,  especially  among  the  great 
men  in  office.  Two  el(»gant  courses  and  a 
desert  were  presently  dispatched ;  the  \\'hole 
time  employed  in  eating  I  know  not  how 
many  good  dishes,  and  drinking  a  variety  of 
choice  wines,  not  exceeding  thirty-five  minutes. 
At  the  end  of  the  repast,  coffee  was  presented  to 
the  company  in  ah  adjoining  room,  after  w^hich  the 
0})iMjj  of  Tarare  was  the  attraction  of  the  eyeningl 
I  have  already  mentioned  to  you  that  Ge- 
neral  A ^y  had  put  into  my  hand'  LHis^ 

ioirc  du  Canal  du  Jilidi^  written  by  himself. 
From  a  perusal  of  this  interesting  work,  it  ap- 
pears that  one  of  his  ancestors*  was  the  first 
who  conceived  the  idea  of  that  canal,  which 
was  not  only  planned  by  him,  but  entirely 
completed  under  his  immediate  direction.  Hav- 
ing communicated  his  plan  to  Riquet,  the  lat- 
ter  subinited  it  to  Colbert,  and,  on  i(s  being 
approved  by  Lewis  XIV,  became  contractor  for 
all  the  works  of  that  celebrated  undertaking> 
t\'}iich  he  did  not  live  to  see  finished.  Riquef, 
liowever,  not  content  with  having  derived  froiri 
the  undertaking  every  advanirage  of  honpiir  s 

*  Francois  Andufossy  ;  who  was  the  great  great grai 
f^ulier  of  the  present   French  ambassador  at  our  court. 
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emolument,  greedily  snatched  frpm  the  prigimil 
projector  Uxe  meed  of  fame,  sp  dearly  ^erned 
by  the  miremitting  labour  of  thirty  successiye 
yeirs.  These  fapts  ^e  set  forth  m  the  clearest 
light  in  the  above-mentioned  work,   in  whicji 

I  W8§  carefully  examining  General  A ^y*s 

plan^  for  the  improvement  of  this  famous  eanal, 
when^I  was  most  agreeably  interrupted. 

I  had  expressed  to  the  General  a  wish  to 
know  the  nature  of  the  establishment  of  whicji 
he  is  the  director^  at  the  same  time  aj^jizing 
him  that  this  wish  did  not  extend  to  any  thing 
that  could  not  with  propriety  be  made  public. 
He  obligingly  promised  that  I  should  be  gra- 
tified, and  this  morning  i  received  from  him  a 
very  friendly  letter,  accompanied  by  the  fol-^ 
lowing  account  of  the 

d£p6t  pe  la  guerre. 

The  general  Depit  or  repository  of  maps 
And  plans  of  war,  &c,  &c,  was  established 
by  Louvois,  in  ifis^.  This  was  th^  ce- 
t^ibrated  period  when  l^ranoe^  having  at- 
tained the  highest  degree  of  splendour,  secured 
her  glory  by  the  results  of  an  -administration 
enlightened  in  -all  its  brandies. 

At  the  beginning  of  !!?  ilMtitytion,  the  De- 
p^t  dt  la  guen^  w&s  nc>  Wore  than  &r£aiv6s, 
where  w'ere  collected,  iir  id  ^^estr^ed  with  4>fd«r, 
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the  memoirs  of  the  generals,  their  correspond* 
ence,  tlie  accounts  yet  imperfect,  arid  the 
traces   of  anterior  military  operations. 

The  numerous  resources  afforded  by  this 
collection  alone,  the  assistance  and  advantages 
derived  from  it  on  every  occasion,  when  it  was 
necessary  to  investigate  a  military  system,  or 
determine  an  important  operation,  sugges^^d  the 
idea  of  assembling  it  under  a  form  and  classi- 
fication more  methodical.  Greater  attention  and 
exactness  were  exerted  in  enriching  the  Depdt 
with  every  thing  that  might  complete  the  theo* 
retical  works  and  practical  elucidations  of  all  the 
branches  of  the  military  art. 

Marshal  Db  Maillebois,  who  was  appointed 
director  of  thia  establishment  in  1730,  was  one 
of  the  first  authors  of  the  present  existing  or- 
der. The  classification  at  first  consisted  only 
in  forming  registers  of  the  correspondence  of 
the  goierals,  according  to  date,  distinguishing 
it  by  different  wars.  It  was  divided  into  two 
parts,  the  fonner  containing  the  letters  of  the 
generals ;  and  the  latter,  the  minutes  or  originals 
of  the  answers  of  the  king  and  his  ministers. 
To  each  volume  wa&  added  a  summary  of  the  con- 
tents, and,  in  regular  succession,  the  journal  of  the 
military  operations  of  the  year.  Thpse  volumes, 
to  tl^  number  of  upwards  of  two  thousand 
seven  hundred,    contain    documents    from  the 
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Seventh  century  to  the  close  of  the  last  Ameri- 
can war;  but  the  series  is  perfect  only  from 
the  year  1631.  This  was  a  valuable  mine 
for  a  historiogrq)her  to  explore;  and^  indeed,  it 
is  well  known  that  the  Memoirs  of  Turenne 
and  of  Conde,  the  History  of  the  war  of  1741  y 
and  part  of  the  fragments  of  the  Essay  on  the 
Manners  and  History  of  Nations,  by  Voltaire, 
were  compiled  and  digested  from  the  original 
letters  and  memoirs  preserved  in  the  Depdt  de 
la  guerre. 

Geographical  engineers  did  not  then  exist  as 
a  corps.  Topography  was  practised  by  insu- 
lated officers,  impelled  thereto  by  the  rather 
superficial  study  6f  the  mathematics  and  a  taste 
.  for  drawing;  because  it  was  for  them  a  mean 
of  obtaining  more  advantageous  employments 
in  the  staffs  of  the  armies:  but  the  want  of  a 
central  point,  the  difference  of  systems  and 
methods,  not  admitting  of  directing  the  opera- 
tions to  one  same  principle,  as  well  as  to  one 
same  object,  topography,  little  encouraged,  was 
making  but  a  slow  progress,  when  M.  De 
Choiseuil  established,  as  a  particular  corps, 
the.  officers  who  had  applied  themselves  to  the 
practice  of  that  science.  The  Depdt  was  charged 
to  direct  and  assemble  the  labours  of  the  new 
corps.     This  authority  doubled  the  utility  of  the 
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DSpdi:  its  results  had  thd  mdst  pdwerM  in£ii^ 
cncci  during  the  war  from   1757  to  1 763. 

Lieutenaht-General  Db  VAULt,  who  had  sue*, 
ceeded  Marshal  De  Mai:^lebois  as  director  of 
the  Dipdt  de  la  guerre^  conceived,  and  e kecuted 
a  plan,  destined  to  render  still  more  familiar 
and  secure  the  numerous  documents  collect* 
ed  in  this  establishment.  He  first  retrenchi^d 
from  the  Military  Correspondences^  and  Me^ 
moirs  all  tedious  repetitions  and  ttnnceesSlry 
details;  he  then  classed  the  remainder  under  the 
head  of  a  different  army  or  operation,  without 
subjecting  himself  to  any  other  order  than  a 
simple  chi^onology;  btrt  he  caused  each  volume 
to  be  preceded  by  a  very  succinct,  historical 
summary,  iri  order  to  enable  the  reader  to  seize 
the  essence  of  the  original  memoirs  and  docu*- 
ments,  the  text  of  which  was  faithfully  copied 
in  the  body  of  each  volume.  In  this  manner 
did  he  arrange  all  the  military  events  from  the 
German  war  in  1677  to  the  peace  of  J763- 
This  analysis  forms  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
live  volumes. 

It  is  easy  to  concdve  how  much  more  in- 
tetesting  these  historical  volumes  became  by  tbt 
addition,  which  took  place  about  the  sanieepoch, 
of  the  labours  of  the  geographical  engineers  em-^ 
ployed  in  the  armies*     The  nailitary  man  having 
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|.  Jit  At  tlie  saine  time  in  his  power,  to.  follow  the  com- 
binations of  the  generals  with  the  execution  of 
their  pl^ns,  imbibes,  withput  difficulty,  the  prin- 
.ciples  followed  by  great  paptains^  of  improves 
.himself  from  the  exact  account  of  the  errors 
and  ,fiaults  .which  it  is  so  natural  to  commit 
.on  criticial  occasions. 

When  all  the  establishments  of  the  old  regime 
.were    totterii>g,   or    threatened    by    the  revolu- 
rtionary  storm, .  measures  were  suggested  for  pre- 
serving  the   Dipdt   de   la   guerre^  and,  towards 
.the.  end  of  1791 J  it  was  transferred  from  Ver- 
•  sailles  to  Paris.    .Presently  the  new  system   of 
r^vernment,  the  vwar  declared  against  the   em- 
rpC^Xy^  and  the   foresee^)    conflagration   of  Eu- 
►  rope     conC!HX?d  to  give   a    new  importance  to 
this  establishment-  ^.Alone,  amidst  the  general 
c-overthrow,  it  hail  preserCC^l .?  valuable  collection 
of  the    military    and    topographical   labours   of 
the    monarchy,  of  manuscripts  c»£  tJie  greatest 
importance,  and  a  body  of  informatioil  pf  every 
'kind  respecting  the  resources,  and  the  count?;';  of 
-  the  powers  already  hostile,  or  on  the  point  of  be-* 
.coming  so*     All  tlie   utility  which  might  result  j 

from  the  Dep6t  was  then  felt,  and  it  was  thought 
iiecessary  to  give  it  anew  organization.* 

*  On  the  25th  of  April,  179^,  was  published  a  regulation, 
4ecrced  by  the  king,  respecting  the  general .  4ircgl!on  ~of  the 
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The  Depdt  de  la  guerre,  however,  would  have 
attained  but  imperfectly  the  object  of  its  insti- 
tution, had  there  not  been  added  to  its  topo- 
graphical treasure,   the  richest,  as   well  as  the 
finest,    collection   in  Europe  of  every    geogra- 
phical work  held  in  any  estimation.    The  first 
epochs  of  the  revolution  greatly  facilitated  the 
increase  of  its  riches  of  that  description-    The 
general   impulse,  imprinted  on  the  mind  of  the 
French    nation,    prompted    every   will    towards 
useful  sacrifices.     Private  cabinets  in  possession 
of  the  scarcest  maps,  gave  them  up  to  the. go- 
vernment.   The  suppression  of  the  monasteries 
and  abbeys  caused  to  flow    to   the  centre  the 
geographical   riches  which  they  preserved  in  an 
obscurity   hurtful   to  the  progress   of  that  im- 
portant   science:    and  thus    the    Depdt    de    la 
guerre  obtained  one   of  the  richest  collections 
in   Europe,*      The    government,  besides,  com- 
pleted it  by  the  delivery  of  the  great  map  of 
France    by   Cassini,   begun  in    1750,  together 
with  all  the  materials  forming  the  elements  of 
that  grand  work.     It  is  painful  to  add  that  not 
long  before  that  period  (in  1791)  the  corps  of 

Dep6i  de  l^  guerre.  The  anpual  expense  of  the  establishnaent, 
at  that  time  amounted  to  68,000  francs,  but  the  geographical 
and  historical  departments  were  not  filled.    Note  of  the  Author. 

*  An  Agence  des  cartes  was  appointed,  by  the  National  Asseip- 
bl/,  to  class  thc^e  materials,  and  arrange  them  io  useful  order. 
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geographical  engineers,  which  alone  could  give 
utility  to  such  valuable  materials  had  been 
suppressed.* 

In  the  mean  time,  the  sudden  changes  m 
the  administrative  system  had  dispersed  the 
learned  societies,  employed  in  astronomy,  or 
the  mathematical  sciences.  The  National  Ob-' 
servatory  was  disused.  The  celebrated  astrono- 
mers attached  to  it  had  no  rallying  point :  they 
ciould  not  devote  themselves  to  their  labours  but 
^amidst  the  greatest  difficulties ;  the  salary  allowed 
to  them  was  not  paid ;  the  numerous  observations, 
continued  for  two  centuries,  were  on  the  point  of 
being  interrupted*  ' 

The  Depdt  de  la  guerre  then  became  the  asylum 
of  those  estimable  men.  This  establishment  excited 
and  obtained  the  reverifieation  of  the  measure  of 
an  arc  of  the  meridian,  in  order  to  serve  as  a 
basis  for  the  uniformity  of  the  weights  and  mea- 
sures "which  the  government  wished  to  establish. 

Meghain,   Delambre,    Nouet,   Teanchot, 

*  At  the  juncture  alluded  to  (1793),  the  want  of  geogra- 
phical engineers  haviqg  been  felt  as  soon  as  the  armies  took 
the  field,  thr^e  brigades  were  formed,  each  co^isisting  of  twelve 
persons.  The  composition  of  the  D^pit  de  la  guerre,  was  in- 
creased in''  proportion  to  its  importance :  intelligent  officers 
were  placed  there;  and  no  less  than  thirty-eight  persons  were 
employed  in  the  interior  labour,  that  is,  in  drawing  plans 
pf  campaigns,  sieges,  &c.    Note  qf  ihp  Author^ 
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and  Pebxy  were  dispatched  td  differeat  places 
from  Barcelona  to  Dunkirk.  After  having  est^,- 
Wished  at  each  extremity  of  this  line  4^  base,  mea.- 
^rod  with  the  gieatest  exactness,  they  ,wei»e  after- 
wards to  advance  their  triangles,  in  order  to  aacen^ 
*o  the  middle  poiiiA  of  the  line.  This  operation, 
xvhich  has  served  for  rectifying  a  few  errors  that 
She  want  of  perfection  in  tlie  instruments  had  .oc- 
casioned to  be  introduced  into  the  m<3asure  of  the 
meridian  of  Cassini,  may  be  reckoned  one  of  the 
iBost  cekbrated  Avorks  which  have  distinguished 
kUc  qIojsc  of  the  eighteenth  centurj\ 

The  tjstabfehment  of  tlie  system  of .  il^ir!:!!*?^ 
tration  conformably  to  the  constitution  of  the 
yeaar  III  (1795)  separated  the  various  clem^ta 
Mrhich  the  Dcpdt^de  la  guerre  hftd  found  .means 
'to  fweserve.  The  .Board  of  Lo^igitude  -was  esta- 
Wiahod:  the  National  Jfnstitute  was  formed  to 
supply  the^placfe  of'the  Academy  of  -  Sciences ^  •&€, 
Tfate  Depdt.de \la  giterre  was  restored  solely  to  its 
anotent  prcro^tives.  Two  years  before,  it  had 
been  under  the  necessity  of  forming  new  geo- 
.gcqphical  engiMeers  4ind  it  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing the  mimber  sufficiently  high  to  suffice  for 
the  wants  of  the  fonrteen  armies  which  France 
had  afterwards  on  fpot*-    These  ofRocr^  being 

*  Thc1t*tenipe.4tuo\is  period  having  dispersed  the  then  dh 
rector  and  his  assistants^  the  Difot  de  la  guerre  remained,  fo^r 
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employed  in  the  service  of  the  staflFs,  no  important 
work  was  undertaken.  But,  since  the  18th  of 
Brumaire,  year  VIII,  (gth  of  November,  1709) 
the  Consuls  of  the  Republic  have  bestowed  par- 
ticular  attention  on  geographical  and  tbpogra^ 
phical  operations.  The  new  limits  of  the  French 
territory  requirie  that  the  map  of  it  should  be 
continued;  and  tjae  new  political  system,  result- 
ing from  the  general  pacification,  renders  neces* 
sary  the  exact  knowledge  of  the  states  of  the  allies 
of  tlie  Republic.    . 

The  Depdt  de  la  guerre  forms  various  sections 
of  geographers,  who  are  at  present  employed  in 
constructing  accurate  maps  of  the  four  united  de*» 
partments.  Piedmont,  Savoy,  Helvetia,  and  the 
part  of  Italy  comprised  between  the  Adige  and 
the  Adda.  One  section,  in  conjunction  with  tte 
Bavarian  engineers,  is  constructing,  a  topogra* 
phical  map  of  Bavaria :  another  section  is  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  military  surveys,  an,d  other 
topographical   labours,  ordered  by  General  Mo- 

some  time,  without  officers  capable  of  condudting  It  in  a 
mannefuseful  to  the  country.    In  the  mean  while,  wants  were 

r 

increasing,  and  militarj  operatioiis  daily  becoming  more  itu« 
portant,  when,  in  1793,  C.\  a  not,  then  a  member  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Welfare,  formed  a  private  cabinet  of  topo- 
graphy, the  elements  of  which  he  drew  from  the  Dep6t  de  lu 
guerre.  This  was  a  first  ixppulse  given  to  these  valuable  col- 
lections,     ^ofc  of  the  Arthur, 
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BEAU   for  the    purpose  of  forming  a  map   of 
Suabla. 

The  Depdt  has  just  published  an  excellent 
map  of  the  Tyrol,  reduced  from  that  of  Paysak, 
and  to  which  have  beai  added  the  observations 
made  by  Chevaliers  Dupay  and  La  Lucerne. 
It  has  caused  to  be  resumed  the  continuation  of 
the  superb  map  of  the  environs  of  Versailles, 
called  La  carte  des  chasses,  a  master-piece  of  to- 
pography and  execution  in  all  the  arts  relating 
to  that  science.  Since  the  year  V  (17^5),  it  has 
also  formed  a  library  composed  of  upwards  of 
eight  thousand  volumes  or  manuscripts,  the  most 
rare,  as  well  as  the  most  esteemed,  respecting 
every  branch  of  the  military  art  in  general. 

Although,  in  the  preceding  ^ccbunt.  General 

A Yj  with  that  modesty  which  is  the  cha- 

racteristic  of  a  superior  mind,  has  been  totally 
silent  respecting  his  own  indefatigable  exertions, 
I  have  learned  from  the  best  authority,  that 
France  is  soon  likely  to  derive  very  considerable 
advantages  from  the  activity  and  talent  introduced 
by  him,  as  director,  into  every  branch  of  the 
DepSt  de  la  guerrey  and  of  which  he  has  afforded 
in  his  own  person  an  illustrious  example. 

In  giving  an  impulse  to  the  interior  labours  of 

the  Dep6t,   the  sole  object  oi  General  A ^y 

is  to  make  this  establishment  lose  its  paralyzing 
destination  of  archives,  in  which,  from  time  to 
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tifne,  literati  might  come  to  collect  information 
concerning  some  periods,  of  national  or  foreign 
history.  He  is  of  opinion  that  these  materials 
ought  to  be  drawn  from  oblivion,  and  brought 
into  action  by  those  very  persons  who,  having  the 
experience  of  war,  are  better  enabled  than  any 
others  to  arrange  its  elements.  Instruction  and 
method  being  the  foundations  of  a  good  admi- 
nistration, of  the  application  of  an  art  and  of  a 
science,  as  well  as  of  their  improvement,  he  has 
conceived  the  idea  of  uniting  in  a  classical  work 
the  exposition  ^of  the  knowledge  necessary  for  the 
direction  of  the  DSpdty  for  geographical  engi- 
neers, staff-officers,  military  men  in  general,  and 
historians.  This,  then,  is  the  object  of  the  Memo^ 
morial  du  Depdt  de  la  guerre,  a  periodical  work, 
now  in  hand,  which  will  become  the  guide  of 
every  establishment  of  this  nature  *,  by  directing 
with  method  the  various  labours  used  in  the  ap-t 
plication  of  mathematical  and  physical  sciences  to 
topography,  and  to  that  art  which,  of  all  others, 
has  the  greatest  influence  on  the  destiny  of  em- 
pires: I  mean  the  art  military.     The  improve- 

*  Prince  Charles  is  employed  at  Vienna  in  forming  a  col- 
'lection  o{  books,  maps,  and  military  memoirs  for  the  purpose 
X)t  establishing  a  Dip6t  for  the  instruction  of  the  staff-officers 
of  the  Austrian  army.  Spain  has  also  begui}  to  organize  a 
fijTStem  of  military  topography  In  imitation  of  that  of  Frances 
Portugal  follows  the  exa^iple.  What  are  we  doing  in  England  ? 
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xnents  of  which  it  is  still  susceptible  witt  he 
pointed  out  in  the  Mtnwrialj  and  every  new  ided 
proposed  on  the  subject  will  there  be  critically 
invest!  sra  ted. 

*  In  transcribing  General  A ^y*d  sketch  of 

this  extremely-interesting  establishment,  I  cannot 
but  reflect  on  the  striking  cJontfast  that  it  pre- 
sents, in  point  of  geographical  riches,  even  half  A 
century  ago,  to  the  disgraceful  poverty,  in  that 
Kne,  which,  about  the'  same  period,  prevailed  in 
England,  and  was  severely  felt  in  the  planning  of 
our  military  expeditions. 

I  remember  to  have  been  told  by  the  late  Lord 
Jlowe,  that,  when  he  was  captain  of  the  Mag* 
nanime  at  Plymouth,  and  was  sent  for  express  to 
London,  in  the  year  1757vhi  order  to  command 
the  naval  part  of  an  expedition  to  the  coast  of 
France,  George  II,  and  the  whole  cabinet  council, 
seemed  very  much  astonished  at  his  requiring  the  ' 
production  of  a  map  of  that  part  of  the  enemy *B  i 
coast  against  which  the  expeditioti  was  intended>^ 
Neither  in  the  apartment  where  the  council  sat, 
nor  in  any  adjoining  one,  was  any  such  document; 
even  in  the  Admiralty-office  no  other  than  an  in- 
different map  of  the  coast  could  be  found :  as  for  the 
adjacent  country,  it  was  so  little  known  in  England, 
that,  when  the  British  troops  landed,-  their  com- 
mander was  ignorant  of  the  distance  of  the  ueigh.- 
bouring  villages. 
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• 

OHate  years,  irtdeed,  wti  ha^a  ordered  these 
matters  better;  but,  to  judge  from  circumstancei?^ 
it  should  seem  that  we  are  still  extremely  de- 
licieht  in  gfeographical  and  t6pographical  know- 
ledge; though  we  are  not  quite  so  ill  informed  as 
in  the  time  of  a  certain  duke,  who,  when  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  asked  in  what  part  of  Ger- 
many was  the  Ohio  ? 

P.  S.  In  order  to  give  you,  at  one  view,  a  com- 
plete idea  of  the  collections  of  the  Depdt  de  lu 
guerrcy  and  of  what  they  have  furnished  during 
the  war  for  the  service  of  the  government  and  of 
the  armies,  I  shall  ^nA  my  letter  by  stating  that, 
independently  of  eight  thousand  chosen  volumt^^ 
among  which  is  a  valuable  collection  of  atlases, 
of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  volumes  of  old 
archives^,  and  of  upwards  of  nine  hundred  caftom 
or  pasteboard  boxes  of  modern  original  docu- 
ments, the  Dcpdt  possesses  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  volumes  and  seventy-eight  cartons  oi 
descriptive  memoirs,  composed  at  least  of  fifty 
memoirs  each,  four  thousand  sevc^h  hundred  en- 
graved maps,  of  each  of  which  there  are  from  two 
to  twenty-five  copies,  exclusively  of  those  printed 
at  the  Dtpdty  and  upwards  of  Seven  thousand  fouf 
hundred  valuable  manuscript  maps,  plans,  6rdraw-t 
ings  of  marches,  battles,  sieges,  &c. 

By  ordct  of  the  government,  it  has  furnished, 
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in  the  course^  of  the  war,  seven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  engraved  maps,  two 
hundred  and  seven  manuscript  maps  or  plans, 
sixty-one  atlases  of  various  parts  of  the  globe, 
and  upwards  of  six  hundred  descriptive  memoirs* 


LETTER  XXFIt 


Paris f  December  3,  1801* 

In  this  season,  when  the' blasts  of  Novembeii* 
have  entirely  stripped  the  trees  of  their  few  re- 
maining leaves,  and  Winter  has  assumed  his^ 
hoary  reign,  the  garden  of  the  Tuileries,  loses 
much  of  the  gaiety  of  its  attractions.  Besides, 
to  frequent  that  walk  at  present,  is  like  visiting 
daily  one  of  our  theatres,  you  meet  the  same 
faces  so  often,  that  the  scene  soon  becomes 
monotonous.  As  well  for  the  sake  of  variety 
as  exercise,  I  therefore  now  and  then  direct 
my  steps  along  the 

*  BOULEVARDS. 

This  is  the  name  given  to  the  promenades 
with  which  Paris  is,  in  part,  surrounded  for  an 
extent  of  six  thousand  and  eighty-four  toises. 

They  are  distinguished  by  the  names  of  the 
Old  and  the  Neiv.    The  Old,  or  North  Boule- 
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iz'iards^  commonly  called  the  Grands  Boulevards, 

■'•were   begun    in    16S6,    and,   when  faced  with 

-.-ditches,  which  were  to    have    been   dug,  they 

.  ^were  intended  to  serve  as  fortifications  against 

-the   English   who   were   ravaging   Picardy,  and 

threatening  the  capital.     Thence,  probably,  the 

^  etymology  of  their  name;  Boulevard  signifying^ 

as  every  one  knows,  a  bulwark. 

However  this  may  be,  the  extent  of  these 
Old  Boulevards  is  two  thousand  four  hundred 
toises  from  the  Rue  de  la  Concorde  to  the  Place 
J:  de  la  Liberie^  formerly  the  site  of  the  Bastille. 
-  They  were  first  planted  in  1 66o,  and  are  formed 
. ;  into  three  alleys  by  four  rows  of  trees :  the  middle 
^ ,'  alley  is  appropriated  to  carriages  and  persons  on 
-"  horseback,  and  the  two  lateral  ones  are  for  foot« 
,'     passengers. 

-^        Here,  on  each  side,  is  assembled  every  thing 
^.    that  ingenuity  can  imagine    for    the    divcrsign 
of  the  idle  stroller,  or   the  recreation   of  the 
man  of  business.      Places  of  public  entertain- 
ment, ambulating  musicians,  exhibitions  of  dif* 
fenent  kinds,  temples  consecrated  to  love  or  plea- 
sure, Vauxhalls,  balWooms,  magnificent  hotel), 
and  other  tasteful  buildings,  &c.     Ev^p  the  cofi^ 
hrmses  and  taverns  here  have  their  shady  bowers, 
d  an  agreeable  orchestra.     Thus^  you  may  al- 
ways Sois,  in  Paris  with  a  band  of  music  to  enter- 
in  you,  without  additional  expense. 

VOL.  I.  ^ 
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The  Netv  Boulevards^  situated  to  the  south, 
were  finished  in  1761.  They  are  three  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-three  toises  in  extent  from 
the  Observatoire  to  the  Hdtel  des  Invalides.  Al- 
though laid  out  much  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Old,  there  is  little  resemblance  between  them; 
each  having  a  very  distinct  appearance. 

On  the  New  Boulevards,  the  alleys  are  both 
longer  and  wider,  and  the  trees  are  likewise  of 
better  growth.  There,  the  prospect  is  rural ;  and 
the  air  pure ;  while  cultivated  fields,  with  growing 
corn,  present  themselves  to  the  eye.  Towards  the 
town,  however,  stand  several  pretty  houses ;  little 
theatres  even  were  built,  but  did  not  succeed. 
This  was-  hot  their  latitude.  But  some  skittle- 
grounds  and  tea-gardens,  lately  opened,  and 
provided  with  swings,  &c.  have  attracted  much 
company  of  a  certain  class  in  the  summer. 

In  this  quarter,  you  seldom  meet  with  a 
carriage,  scarcely  ever  with  persons  sprucely 
dressed,  but  frequently  with  honest  citizens, 
accompanied  by  their  whole  family,  as  plain  in 
their  garb  as  in  their  manners.  Lovers  too 
with  their  mistresses,  who  seek  solitude,  visit 
this  retired  walk;  and  now  and  then  a  poor 
poet  comes  hither,  not  to  sharpen  his  appe- 
tite, but  to  arrange  his  numbers. 

Before    the    revolution,    the    Old  Boulevards, 
from   the    Forte    St.   Martin    to   the    Theatre 
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Pamrtf  Was  the    rendezvous    of  the  elegantes^ 
Vho,   on  Sundays  and  Thursdays,  used  to  pa^ 
fade    there   slowly,    backward    and   forward,   in 
their  carriages,  as  our  belles  do  in  Hyde  Park; 
'With  this  difFerencCj  that,  if  their  admirers  did 
.    not  accompany  them,   they  generally    followed 
them  to  interchange  significant  glances,  or  in- 
dulge in    amorous    pdfley.      I  understand   that 
the    siunmer  lounge  of  the  modern    elegantes 
has>  of  late  years,  beeii   from  the  corner  of  the 
JRue     Grange    Batelihe    to    that    of   the    Rue 
Mon^Slanc^  where  the  ladies  took  their   seats. 
This  attracting  the   micscadins    in    great    num- 
bers, not  long  since  obtained  for  that  part  of 
the  Boulevard  the  appellation  of  Petit  Coblentz. 
Nearly  about  the  middle  of  the  North  Boule- 
vard  stand  two  edifices^  which  owe  their  erec- 
tion   to    the    vanity    of  Lewis    XIV*      In  the 
gratification  of  that  passion  did  the  Grand  Mo-^ 
narque   console  himself  for  his    numerous  de- 
.  feats  and  disappointments ;  and  the  age  in  which 
he    lived    being    fertile    in    great  men,   owing, 
undoubtedly,  to    the  encouragement    he  afford- 
ed them,  his  display  of  it  was  well   seconded 
by    their    superior  talents*      Previously    to    his 
reign^  Paris  had  several  gates^  but  some  of  these 
being  taken   down,   arcs  of  triumph^  in  imita- 
tion of  those  of  the  Romans,  were  erected  in  their 
itead  by  Louis  le   Qrand,  in    commemoration  of 

f  X2 
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his  exploits.  And  this  too,  at  a  time  wfieifi 
the  allies  might,  in  good  earnest,  have  marched 
to  Paris,  had  they  not,  by  delay,  given  Marshal 
Villars  an  opportunity  of  turning  the  tide  o( 
their  victories  on  the  plain  of  Denain.  Such 
was  the  origin  of  the 

PORTE  SAINT  DENIS. 

The  magnificence  of  its  architecture  classes 
it  among  the  first  public  monuments  in  Paris. 
It  consists  of  a  triumphal  arch^  insulated  in  the 
manner  of  those  of  the  ancients :  it  is  severity- 
two  feet  in  diameter  as  well  as  in  elevation, 
and  was  executed  in  l&72y  by  Bullet  from  the 
designs  of  Blondel. 

On  each  sid6  of  the  principal  entrance  rise 
two  sculptured  pyramids,  charged  with  trophies 
^f  arms,  both  towards  the  faubourg,  and  towards 
the  city.  Underneath  each  of  these  pyrami^Ss 
is  a,  small  collateral  passage  for  persons  on 
foot.  The  arch  is  ornamented  with  two  bas- 
Kliefs;  the  one  facing  the  city  represents  the 
passage  of  the  Rhine;  and  the  other,  the  cap- 
ture of  Maestricht. 

On  the  frieze  on  both  sides  Ludovico 
Maono  wa$  formerly  to  be  read,  in  large  cha- 
racters of  gilt  bronze.  This  inscription  is  re- 
moved,  and    to    it   are    substituted    the    word 
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.  On  arriving  from  Calais,  you  enter  Paris  by  the 
Porte  St.  Denis.  It  was  also  by  the  Porte  St, 
Denis  that  kings  and  queens  made  their  public 
entry.  On  these  occasions,  the  houses  in  all  the 
streets  through  which  they  passed,  were  decorated 
with  silk  hangings  and  tapestry,  as  far  as  the  ca- 
thedral of  Notre^Darne.  Scented  waters  per- 
fumed the  air  in  the  fonn  of  jets  cTeau;  while 
wine  and  milk  flowed  from  the  different  pub- 
lic fountains. 

Froissard  relates  that,  on  the  entrance  of 
Isabeau  de  Bavifere,  there  \^'as  in  the  Rue  St. 
Denis  a  representation  of  a  clouded  heaven, 
thickly  soyv^n  with  stars,  whence  descended  two 
angels  who  gently  placed  on  her  head  a  very 
rich  crown  of  gold,  set  with  precious  stones,  at 
the  same  time  singing  verses  in  her  praise. 

It  Hvas  on  this  occasion  that  Charles  VI, 
anxious  for  a  sight  of  his  intended  bride, 
took  a  fancy  to  mix  in  the  crowd,  mounted 
on  horseback  behind  Savoisi,  his  favourite. 
Pashing  forward  in  order  to  approach  her,  he 
received  from  the  Serjeants  posted  to  keep  off 
the  populace  several  sharp  blows  on  the  shoul- 
ders, which  occasioned  great  mirth  in  the  eve- 
ning, when  the  circumstance  was  related  before 
the   queen   and   her  ladies. 

Proceeding  along  the  Boulevard  towards  tlie 
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east^    at  a  short  distance  from    the  ^IPorte    St^ 
Denis^  yovi  arrive  at  the 

PORTE  SAINT  MARTIN. 

Although  this  triumphal  arch  cannot  be  com^ 
pared  to  the  preceding  in  magnificence,  it  was 
nevertheless  executed  by  the  same  artists;  hav-. 
ing  been  erected  in  1 674.    It  is  pierced  with 
three   openings,    the    centre  one    of  which    is 
eighteen  feet  wide,  and    the  two  others   nine. 
The  whole   structure,    which    is   fifty-four  feet 
both  in  height  and  breadth,    is  rusticated,   and 
in  the  spandles  of  the  arch  are  four  bas-reliefs  j 
the  two  towards  the  city  represent  the  capture  of 
Besanqon,  and  the  rupture  of  the  triple  alliance; 
and  those  towards  the  faubourg,  the  capture  of 
Lomberg,  and  tlie  defeat  of  the  Germans  under 
the  emblem  of  an  eagle  repulsed  by  the  god  of 
w^r.    These  bas-reliefs  are  crowned  by  an  enta- 
blature of  the  Doric  order,  surmounted  by  an 
attic.    The  Porte   St.  Martin  is  the  grand  en- 
tranpe  into  Paris  from  all  parts  of  Flanders. 

At  the  west  extremity  of  this  North  Boulevard, 
facing  the  I^ue  de  la  Concorde,  stands  an  un- 
finished church,  called  La  Magdeleine,  whose 
cemetery  received  not  only  the  bodies  of 
J^ewis  XVI,  his  consort,  and  his  sister,  but  of  thq 
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greater  part  of  the  victims  that  perished  by  the 
guillotine. 

In  the  space  comprised  between  La  Mqgdeleiiw 
and  the  Pleille  Rue  du  Temple^  I  speak,  within 
compass  when  I  say  that  there  are  sometimes  to 
be  seen  fifty  ambulating  conjurers  of  both  seizes. 
They  all  vary  the  form  of  their  art.  Some  haVe 
tables^  surmounted  by  flags,  bearing  mysterious 
devices;  some  have  wheels,  with  compartmentfe 
adapted  to  every  age  and  profession— -— One 
has  a  robe  charged  with  hieroglyphics,  and  tells 
you  your  fortune  through  a  long  tube  which  con- 
veys the  sound  to  your  ear ;  the  other  makes  you 
choose^  in  a  parcel,  a  square  piece  of  white 
paper,  which  becomes  covered  with  characters  at 
the  moment  when  it  is  thrown  into  a  jug  that 
appears  empty.    The  secret  of  this  is  as  follows : 

The  jug  contains  a  little  sulphuret  of  potash, 
and  the  words  are  written  with  acetite  of  le^d^ 
The  action  of  the  exterior  air,  on  the  sulphuret  of 
potash,  disengages  from  it  sulphurated  hydrogen 
gas,  which,  acting  on  the  oxyd  of  lead,  brings  to' 
view  the  characters  that  before  were  invisible.      ' 

Here;  the  philosophic  Parisians  stop  before  the 
moveable  stall  of  an  astrologer,  who  has  Sur- 
mdimted  it  with  an  owl,  as  an  emblem  of  his 
magic  wisdom.  Many  of  them  take  this  animal 
j6»a  curiosity  iipported  from  foreign  count rieisj 

yoi-.  I,  X  4 
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ff9r  they  are  aeld^sa  able  to  ^sti^oish  a  M  fran 
a  swallow. 

;  '^  Doe f  that  bird  come  from  Chiaa^  my  dear?" 
Mja  a  lusty  dame  to  her  elderly  husband^  a  shop^ 
keeper  of  the  Rue  St.  Denis. — '^  I  don't  ia^w, 
'*  my  lovei,'*  replies  the  other*-^"  What  «y€»  k 
/<  bas  got>'*  contiouei»  ^\e;  ^'  it  must  see  a  ^^t 
"  deal  better  thaa  we."  '^  No,"  cri^s  a  courtly^ 
fs^an .standii)g  by;  *^  though  its  eyes  are  s^  big, 
*'  it  can't,  m  broad  day,,  tell  a  cow  from  a  calf.** 

The  lady  continues  her  survey  of  the  scieetifit 
repository  i  and  the  conjurer,  with  an  air  of  im^ 
5)Qrtance,  proposes  to  her  to  draw^i  lor  twd  9mss, 
a  motto  from  Merlin's  wheel.  ^^  Take  om,  my 
^^  deaf /'  ssi^s  the  husbaod;  ^^  I  Mri^  to  k«ow 
*^  whether  you  love  me."  The  wife  blushea  and 
hesitates;  the  husband  insists;  she  refuses,  and  ii 
desifious  of  continuing  her  walk,  saying  that  it  is 
aUllboiishness.^-^^^  What  if  it  is?"  r^oii^  the  hus» 
band,  ^  I've  paid,  so  take  a  motto^  to  pieaae^  mi.'* 
For  this  once>  the  lady  is  <|juite  at  a  nonplus';  shd 
at  last  conaente]^  and,  wit^h  a  trembling  hasdy 
draws a^ card; from* the  magU:  wheel:  thie^  kniAafti^ 
umx>lls.  it  with  eagaerness  and  cottfid^BC^,  and 
reads  these  words^  ^^  My  young' lm)i^  is  and  wUi 
''  h  consjUintJ' — '^  What  the  (}e^  d(M^  tfM 
*'  mean  ?"  exclaims  the  old  luisbami^  quite  ^th- 
Qdaceited.r-'^  !!&  a^mistake;'  aagrs  ^  iiwgttrar; 
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^  the  lady  put  her  hand  into  the  wrong  box ;  she 
^  drew  the  motto  from  the  wheel  for  young 
^^  girlsj  instead  of  that  for  married  women.  Let 
**  Madame  draw  again,  she  shall  pay  nothing 
^^  more." — ^^  No,  Mr.  Conjurer,"  replies  the 
shopkeeper,  ^^  that's  enough.  I've  no  faith  in 
^^  such  nonsense ;  but  another  time,  madam,  take 

care  that  you  don't  put  your  hand  into  the 

wrong  box."  The  fat  lady,  with  her  face  as 
red  as  fire,  follows  her  husband,  who  walks  off 
grumbling,  and  it  is  easy  to  see,  by  their  gestures, 
that  the  fatal  motto  has  sown  discord  in  the  fa-r 
mily,  and  confirmed  the  shopkeeper's  suspicions. 

Independently  of  these  divers  into  futurity,  the 
comers  of  streets  and  walls  of  public  squares,  are 
covered  with  hand-bills  announcing  books  con-, 
tuning  secrets,  sympathetic  calculations  of  num- 
bers in  the  lottery,  the  explanation  of  dreams  in 
regard  to  those  numbers,  together  with  the  dif- 
ferent manners  of  telling  fortunes,  and  interpreting 
prognostics. 

At  all  times,  the  marvellous  has  prevailed 
over  simple  truth,  and  the  Cumaean  Sibyl  at- 
tracted the  inquisitive  in  greater  crowds  than 
Socrates,  Plato,  or  any  philosopher,  had  pupils 
in  the  whole  course  of  their  existence. 

In  Paris,  the  sciences  are  really  making  a  rapid 
progress,    notwithstanding  the  fooleries  of  the 
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pseudo-philosophers,  who  parade  the  streets,  and 
here,  on  the  Boulevards^  as  well  as  in  other  parts 
of  the  town,  exhibit  lessons  of  physics. 

One  has  an .  electrifying  machine,  and 
phials  filled  with  phosphorus:  for  two  sousy  he' 
gives  you  a  slight  shock,  and  makes  you  a  pre- 
sent of  a  small  phial. 

Farther  on,  you  meet  with  a  camera  obscurcj 
whose  effect  surprises  the  spectators  the  more, 
as  the  objects  represented  within  it  have  the 
motion  which  they  do  not  find  in  common 
optics. 

There,  you  see  a  double  refracting  telescope  r 
for  two  sous,  you  enjoy  its  effect.  At  either 
end,  you  place  any  object  whatever,  and  though 
a  hat,  a  board,  or  a  child  be  introduced  be^ 
tween  the  two  glasses,  the  object  placed  ap- 
pears not,  on  that  account,  the  less  clear  and 
distinct  to  the  eye  of  the  person  looking  through 
the  opposite  glass.  Pierre  has  seen,  and  can- 
not believe  his  eyes:  Jacques  wishes  to  see, 
and,  on  seeing,  is  in  ecstacy :  next  comes  FancJion^ 
who  remains  stupified.  Enthusiasm  becomes 
general,  and  the  witnesses  of  their  delirium  are 
ready  to  go  mad  at  not  having  two  sous  in 
their  pocket. 

Another  fellow,  in  short,  has  a  microscope, 
of.  which   he   extols   the  beauty,  and,  above  all, 
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the  effects:  he  will-  not  describe  the  causes 
which  produce  them,  because  he  is  unacquainted 
with  them;  but,  provided  he  adapts  his  lessons 
to  the  understanding  of  those  who  listen  to 
him^  this  is  all  he  wants*  Sometimes  he  may 
be  heard  to  say  to  the  peogle  about  him; 
*^  Gentlemen,  give  me  a  creeping  insect,  and 
*^  forpne^ow,  I  will  shew  it  to  you  as  big  as 
^^  my  fist,"  Sometimes  too,  unfortunately  for  him, 
the  insect  which  he  requires  is  more  easily 
found  among  part  of  his  auditors,  than  the 
money, 

P.  S.  For  the  preceding  account  of  the  Pa- 
risian conjurers  I  am  indebted  to  M,  Pujoulx, 


LETTER  XXFIIL 


Paris f  December  4,  1 802. 

In  one  of  your  former  letters  you  questioned 
me  on  a  subject,  which,  though  it  had  not 
escaped  my  notice,  I  w|is  desirous  to  avoid, 
till  I  should  be  able  to  obtain  on  it  some  precise 
information.  This  I  have  done;  and  I  hasten 
to  present  you  with  the  following  sketch,  which 
will  afford  you  a  tolerably-correct  idea  of  the 
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FRENCH  FUNDS, 

AND 

NATIONAL  DEBT. 

Tlie   booked  or    consolidated   debt  is  called 

TIERS  CONSOLIDE, 

from  its  being  the  "consolidated  third  of  the 
national  debt,  of  which  the  remaining  two- 
thirds  were  reimbursed  in  Boris  de  deux  Tiers  in 
1797  and  98.  It  bears  interest  at  five  per  Cent, 
payable  half  yearly  at  the  Banque  de  France.  The 
payment  of  the  interest  is  at  present  six  montlis 
in  arrcar.  But  tlie  intention  of  the  govemment 
is,  by  paying  off  in  specie  the  interest  of  one  whole 
year,  to  pay  in  future  as  soon  as  due. 

The  days  of  payment  are  the  1st  of  Ger- 
minal (23d  of  March)  and  tlie  1st  of  Vende- 
'miaire  (23d  of  September). 

This  stock  purchased  at  the  present  price  of 
from  55  to  60  would  produce  from  eight  to 
nine  per  cent.  The  general  opinion  is,  that  it 
will  rise  to  80;  and  as  it  is  the  chief  stock, 
and  the  standard  of  the  national  credit,  it  is  the 
interest,  and  must  be  the  constant  object  of  the 
government  to  keep  up  its  price. 

There  is  a   Caisse  d' amortisscmcnt  or  Sinking 
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Fund,    for    the   special  purpose    of  paying    off 
this  stock,  the  effect  of  which,  though  not  ex- 
actly known,  must  shortly  be  very  considerable. 
The  Tiers  Consolide  is  saleable  and  transferrable 
at  a   moment's  warning,    and  at  a  trifling  ex- 
pense.    It  is  not  subject  to  taxation,  nor  open  to 
attachments,  either  on  the  principal  or  interest* 
For  purchasing,    no   sort  of  formality  is  re- 
quired; but  for  receiving  interest,   or  selling,  it 
is    necessary   to  produce  a    power   of  attorney- 
An  established  rule  is,  that  the  seller  always  re-' 
tains  his  right    to  lialf  a  year's  interest  at  the 
succeeding  stated  period  of  payment,  so  that  lie 
who  purchases  in  the  interval  between  Marcli  and 
September,  is  entitled  to  the  interest  commencing 
from  the  23d  of  the  latter  month  only;  and  he 
who   buys  between  September  and  March,   re- 
ceives not  his  first  dividend  till  the  23d  of  the 
following  September. 

TIERS  PROVISOIRE. 

This  is  the  debt,  yet  unbooked,  which  is  com- 
posed of  the  provisional  claims  of  the  creditors  of 
the  emigrants,  the  contractors,  and  various  other 
holders  of  claims  on  the  government. 

The  Tiers  Provisotre  is  to  be  booked  before 
the  1  st  of  Vendemiaire,  year  XII  of  the  Republic 
(23d  of  September,  1 S03),  and  will  from  that  day 
bear  interest  of  five  per  cent ;  so  that,  setting 
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aside  the  danger  of*  dny  reftrospe'ct  in  the  interval^ 
and  that  of  any  other  change^  it  is  at  the  present 
price,  of  from  45  to  60,  cheaper  than  the  Tiers 
Consolidey  to  which>  in  about  eighteen  months,  it 
will,  in  every  respect,  be  assimilated^ 

BONS  DE  DEUX  TIERS, 

is  paper  issued  for  the  purpose  of  reimbursing 
the  reduced  two^thirds  of  the  National  Debt,  and 
in  the  origin  rendered  applicable  to  the  purchase 
of  national  houses  and  estates  in  the  French  Co- 
lonies, since  ordered  to  be  funded  at  five  per 
cent;  so  that  the  price  of  this  specie^s  of  paper  is 
entirely  subordinate  to  that  of  the  Tiers  Con* 
solid^j,  and  {Supposing  that  to  be  6o  francs  per 
cent,  the  Bon  de  dev^v  Tiers  would  be  worth  3 
francs.  There  are  no  hopes,  however  distanf, 
that  the  government  will  ever  restore  the  Bon$ 
de  deux  Tiers  to  their  original  value* 

BONS  DE  TROIS  QUARTS, 

So  called  from  having  been  issued  io\  the  put-' 
pose  of  reimbursing  the  three-fourths  of  the  in-^ 
terest  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  the  Republic 
(J797  to  179®)'  They  are,  in  all  respects,  assi- 
milated to  the  preceding  stock* 

COUPONS  D'EMPRUNT  FORCE* 
These  are  the  receipts  given  by  the  goveim- 
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tHent  to  the  persons  who  contributed  to  the 
various  forcedioans.  This  paper  is  likewise  assi* 
milated  to  the  two  last-mentioned  species^  with 
this  difference,  that  it  is  generally  considered  as 
a  less  sacred  claim,  and  is  therefore  liquidated 
with  greater  difficulty.  The  holders  of  these 
three  claims  are  hastening  the  liquidation  and 
<^onsolidation  of  them,  and  they  are  evidently 
right  in  so  doing. 

QUARTS  AU  NOM  ET  OUART  NUMERAIRE. 

'  This  paper  is  thus  denominated  from  its  hav- 
ing been  issued  for  the  purpose  of  reimbursing 
the  fourth  of  the  dividend  of  the  fifth  and 
sixth  years  of  the  Republic  (1797  to  1798). 
It  is  generally  thought  that  this  very  sacred 
claim  on  the  government  will  be  funded  in 
toto^ 

RACHATS  DE  RENTE, 

Is  the  name  given  to  the  redemption  of  per* 
petual  annuities  due  by  individuals  to  the  go- 
vernment, on  a  privileged  mortgage  on  laiided 
'estates;  the  said  annuities  having  been  issued 
by  the  government  in  times  of  great  distress, 
fors  the  purposfe  of  supplying  immediate  and 
urgent  events. 

This  paper  is  not  only  a  mere  government 
security,  •  |)ut  is  also .  specially  mortgaged  on  the 
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estates  of  the  person  who  owes  the  annuity  to 
the  government,  and  who  is^  at  any  time^  at 
tberty  to  redeem  it  at  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  years  purchase* ,  Claims  of  this  description, 
xnortgaged  on  most  desirable  estates  near  tlie 
metropolis,  might  be  obtained  for  less  thaa  6o 
per  cent ;  which,  at  the  interest  of  five  per  cent^ 
and  with  the  additional  advantage^  in  some  in- 
stances, of  the  arrears  of  one  or  two  years, 
would  produce  between  eight  and  nine  per 
cent. 

Next  to  the  Tiers  Consolidiy  Rachats  de  Rente 
are  particularly  worthy  of  attention ;  indeed,  this 
debt  is  of  so  secure  and  sacred  a  nature,  that 
the  govemmetit  has  ^propriated  a  considerable 
part  of  it  to  the  special  purpose  and  service 
of  the  hospitals  and  schools;  two  species  of 
institutions  which  ought  ever  to  be  sheltered 
from  all  vicissitudes,  and  which,  whatever  may 
be  the  form  or  character  of  the  government, 
must  be  supported  and  respected. 

ACTIONS  DE  LA  BANQUE  DE  FRANCE. 

These  are  shares  in  the  National  Bank  of 
France,  which  are  limited  to  the  number  of 
thirty  thousand,  and  were  originally  worth  one 
thousand  francs  each;  they  therefore  form  a 
capital  of  30,000,000  francs^  or  ^1,250,000 
sterling,  and  ^ord  as  follows : 
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1.  A  dividend  which  at  present,  and  since  the 
foundation,  has  averaged  from  eight  to  ten  per 
cent,  arising  from  the  profits  on  discount. 
3.  A  profit   of   from    four    to   five   per    cent 
more  on  the  discount  of  paper,  which  every 
holder  of  an  action  or  share  effects  at  the  Bank, 
at  the  rate  of  one-half  per  cent  per  month,  or 
six  per  cent  for  the  whole  year. 
The  present  price  .of  an  action  is  ahout  twelve 
himdred  francs,  which  may  be  considered  as  pro- 
ducing: 

80  francs ;  dividend  paid  by  the  Bank  on  eaqh 

share.     ' 
,     30  francs ;  •  certain   profits    according    to    the 

present  discpunt  of  bills. 

110  francs;  per  share  10 it  per  cent. 

Actions  de  la  Banque  de  France,  though  sub- 
ject, in  common  with  all  stocks,  to  the  influerice 
of  the  government,  are,  however,  far  more  in- 
dependent of  it  than  any  other,  and  are  the  more 
secure,  as  the  National  Bank  is  not  only  com- 
posed of  alLthe  first  bankers,  but  also  supported 
by  the  principal  merchants  in  the  country.  This 
investment  is  at  present  very  beneficial,  and  cer- 
tainly promises  great  eventual  advantages.  The 
dividends  are  paid,  in  two  half-yearly  instsdments. 

VOL.  I.  Y 


323  J^  f&EtCH  OF 


ACTIONS  D£  LA  CAIS8E  DE  C0MMI:R€% 

IT 

ACTIONS  PU  COMPTOW  COMMERCIAL. 

The  Caisse  de  Commerce  and  the  Comptoir 
Commercial  are  two  establishments  on  the  same 
plan,  and  affording,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the 
same  advantages  as  the  Banque  de  France :  the 
only  difference  is  as  follows : 

1 .  These  last  two  are,  as  far  sis  any  commercial 
establishment  can  be,  independent  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  are  more  so  than  the  Banque 
de  France,  as  the  aciions  or  shares  are  not  con- 
sidered as  being  a  public  fund. 

2.  The  victims  de  la  Caisse  de  Commerce  limited 
in  number  to  two  thousand  four  hundred,  ori- 
ginally cost  5000  franca,  and  are  now  worth 
6000.  The  holder  of  each  action  moreover, 
signs  circulating  notes  to  the  amount  of  £v€ 
thousand  francs,  which  form  the  paper  currency 
of  the  Bank,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the 
said  holder  would  be  responsible,  were  the 
Bank  to  stop  payment. 

3.  The  unctions  du  Comptoir  Commercial  are  still 
issued  by  the  administrators  of  the  establish* 
ment.    The  number  of  actions  is  not  as  yet  li* 

3 
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itlited :  the  price  of  each  action  i$  fifteen  hun« 
dred  francs  {circa  ^6o  sterling),  and  the  plan 
and  advantages  are  almost  entirely  similar  to 
those  of  the  two  last^nentioned  institutions. 

The  Banque  de  France,  the  Caisse  de  Com-- 
iherce,  and  the  Compioir  Commercial,  discount 
three  times  aweek«  The  first>  the  paper  of 
the  hanking-^houses  and  the  principal  com* 
merciat  houses  holding  baiik-stock;  the  second^ 
the  paper  of  the  wholesale  merchants  of  every 
class ;  and  the  third,  the  paper  of  retailers  of  all 
descriptions;  and  in  a  circulation  which  amounts 
to  100  millions  of  francs  {circa  4  millions  ster* 
ling)  per  months  there  have  not,  it  is  said^  been 
'  seen,  in  the  course  of  the  last  montb>  protests 
to  the  amount  of  20,000  francs. 

BONS  DE  L'AN  VII  ET  DE  UAN  VIII, 

Is  a  denomination  applied  to  paper,  issued  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  dividend  of  the  debt 
during  the  seventh  and  eighth  years  of  the  Re- 
pttblid. 

These  JSons  are  50  farther  deserving  of  no- 
tice than  as  they  still  form  a  part  of  thq^^ 
floating  debt,  and  are  an  article  of  the  sup- 
jf^osed  liquidation  at  the  conclusion  of  the  pre- 
sent summaiy .  It  is  therefore  unnecessary  to 
say  xsfore  of  theih. 
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ARftERAGES  DES  ANNEES  V  feT  Vl.    : 

These  are  the  arrears  due  to  such  "holder^  of 
^sitock  as,  during  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of 
the  Republic,  had  not  their  dividend  paid  in 
Bons  de  trois  Quarts  and  Quart  Numeraire^ 
mentioned  in  Art.  IV  and  VI  of  this  sketch/ 
II  also  notice  them  as  forming  an  essential  part  of 
the  above-mentioned  supposed  liquidation,  at  thf 
end  of  the  sketch,  and  shall  only  add  that  it  is  the 
general  opinion  that  they  will  be  funded. 

To    the  preceding   principal  investments  and 

claims  on  the  government,  might  be  added  the 

following: 

Coupes  de  Bois. 

Ccdules  Hypothecaires. 

Re^criptions  de  Doinaines  Nattonauoc. 

Actions  de  la  Caisse  des  Rentiers. 

Actions  des  Indes. 

Bom  de  Moines  et  Religieuses^ 

Obligations  de  Regeveut. 

However,  they  are  almost  entirely  unworthy 
of  attention,  and  afford  but  occasionally  open^ 
ings  for  speculation.*  Of  the  hst^  (Obligations 
de  RefevejurJ  it  may  be  necessary  to  observe  that 
they  are  monthly  acceptances  issued  by  the  Re- 
ceivers-General of  all  the  departments,  which 
the  government  has  given  to  the  five  bankers, 
charged  with   supplying  money  for  the   current 


JL  sketch  op  FARI3,  S29 

tervice,  as  security  for  their  advances,  and  which 
Mre  commonly  discounted  at  from  ^  to  one  pec 
cent  per  month. 

I  shall  terminate  this  concise,  though  accu- 
rate sketch  of  the  French  funds  by  a  general 
3tatement  of  the  National  Debt,  and  by  a» 
account  of  an  annuity  supposed  to  be  held 
by  a  foreigner  before  the  revolution,  and  which, 
to  becojne  Tie7's  Consolidc,  must  undergo  the 
regular  process  pf  reduction  and  liquidation. 

National  Debt. 

Francs. 

Consolidated  Stock  (Tiers  ConsolideJ 38,750,000 

Floating  Debt,  to  be  consolidated,  about ....  23,000,ooa 

Life  Annuities , 20,000,000 

Ecclesiastical,  Military,  and  other  Pensions . .  19,000,000* 

100,750,000 

The  value  of  2l franc  is  something  more-^ 

than  \0d,  English  money:  according  to  I 
.  which  calculation,  the  National  Debt  of  p  ^;000,000 
France  is  in  round  numbers  no  more  than  J 

■ 

Supposed  liquidation  of  an  annuity  of  ^lOQ. 
sterling,  or  2,400  livre^  tournois  held  by  a  fo- 
reigner before  the  war  ^nd  yet  unliquidated. 

Francs. 

Original  Annuity 2,400' 

Xi^'S  Consolide *  - . : "i 

Bons  de  detix  Tieri  ,•,.,. •....•.•.•.-»        ' 
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The  actual  value  of  the  whole,  including  tha 
arr^ared  dividends  up  to  the  present  day  is  ob 
follows : 

Tiers  Consolide  as  above,  800  fr^cs  sold  at  tO  francs    9,600 
Sonsdedeu^pTierSf^iio  1600 at    9 . « • « «         4i 

Arrears  from  the  first  year  of  the  Repub- 
lic to  the  fifth  ditto  (23d  of  September, 
1792  to  the  23d  of  September,  1797)  are  to 
be  paid  in  Assignats,  and  are  of  no  value. 

Arrears  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  yeara  supposed  to  ^ 
be  liquidated  so  as  to  afford  95  per  cent  of  V        600 
their  nominal  valine,  about «...-' 

^rreara  in  Sons  for  the  year  VII,  valued  at  JO-i 
per  cent  loss , -f 

Arrears  of  the  year  VHI,  due  in  BonSj  valued  -1 
at  25  per  cent  loss J 

Arrears  of  the  year  IX,  due  in  specie 800 

Arrears  of  the  year  X,  of  which  three  months  > 
are  nearly  elapsed  • , , > 

Total  of  the  principal  ^nd  interest  <;^ajiii  original,  \ 
annuity  of  2,400  livres,  reduced  (according  >  12,248 

to  law)  to  800 , ^ 

Of  in  sterling,  ciroa    £  50C^ 

I  had  almost  forgot  that  you  have  asked  me 
more  than  once,  for  an  explanation  of  the  ex-^ 
act  value  of  a  modem  franc.  The  foUowipg 
you  may  depend  on  as  oorrectr 
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The  uniti  fMnStaire  is  a  psssct  of  sUv^  of 
the  weight  of  five  grammes^  pontaixdiig  a  tenth 
of  alloy  and  nine  ietrtfaa  of  pute  sBvter.  It  is 
called  Fram,  and  is  subdivided  into  Dtemes^ 
and  Centimes:  iti  vahie  is  ta  that  of  the  ol4 
//Vr^  toumok  in  the  propQrtioa  of  61  to  80^ 

Fittue  in  livres  toumois% 

Franc ««       I     O    3 

Decime,  «,..•••»•  2     0.3 

Centune* 9.4^ 


Tarisy  Dtcemher  J,  1801. 

At  the  grand  monthly  parade  of  the  I5tb  of  last 
Brvm^mre^  I  had  seen  the  First  Gojisul  chiefly  on 
horsdback :  on  which  account^  I  determined  to 
»vail  myself  of  that  of  the  1 5th  of  the  present 
month  of  Frimair%  in  wder  to  obtain  a  nearer 
view  of  his  person.  On  these  occasicms,  none 
but  officers  in  corofAete  unifona.are  admitted  into 
the  palace  of  the  TuiUrie^y  unless  provided  with 
tickets^  which  are  distributed  to  a  certain  number 
vA  tUe  discretion  of  the.  governor.  General 
A-««— ^  sent  me  tickets-  by  tea  o'clock  this 
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mornings  and  about  half  after  eleven,  I  repaired 
to  the  palace. 

.  On  reaching  the  vestibule  from  the  garden  of 
the  Tuileiie^j  you  ascend  the  grand  statr-case  to 
•the  left,  which  conducts  you  to  the  guard-room 
above  it  in  the  centre  pavilion.    Hence  you  enter 
the  apartments  of  the  Chief  Consul. 

On  the  days  of  the  grand  parade,  the  first  room 
is  destined  for  officers  as  low  as  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain, and  persons  admitted  with  tickets ;  the  se* 
cond,  for  field-officers;  the  third,  for  generals; 
and  the  fourth,  for  councellors  of  state,  and  the 
diplomatic  corps.  To  the  ea§|:,  the  windows  of 
these  apartments  command  the  court-yard  where 
the  troops  are  assembled ;  while  to  the  west,  they 
afford  a  fine  view  of  the  garden  of  the  Tuilerie^ 
and  the  aventie  leading  to  the  Barriire  de  Chail^ 
lot.  In  the  first-room,  those  windows  which 
overlook  the  parade  were  occupied  by  persons 
standing  five  or  six  in  depth,  some  of  whom,  as  I 
was  informed,  had  been  patient  enough  to  retaiii 
their  places  for  the  space  of  two  or  three  hours> 
and  among  them  were  a  few  ladies.  Here,  a 
Sort  of  lane  was  formed  from  door  to  door  by 
some  grenadiers  of  the  consdar  guard.  I  found 
both  sides  of  this  lane  so  much  crowded,  that  I 
readily  accepted  the  invitation  of  a  chef  de  bri- 
gade of  my  acquiaintance  to  accompany  him  into 
the  second  room ;  .thi«,  he  observed,  was  no  moj« 
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tliaii  a  privilege  to  which  I  was  entitled.  This 
room  was  also  crowded ;  but  it  exhibited  a  most 
brilliant  coup  d'ceil  from  the  great  variety  and 
richness  of  the  uniforms  of  the  field-ofiicers  hero^ 
assembled,  by  which  mine  was  entirely  eclipsed, 
The  lace  and  embroidery  is  not  merely  confined 
to  the  coats,  jackets,  and  pantaloons,  but  extends 
to  the  sword  belts, "  and  even  to  the  boots,  which 
are  universally  worn  by  the  military.  Indeed,  all 
the  foreign  ambassadors  admit  that  none  of  ther 
levees  of  the  European  courts  can  vie  in  splendour 
Vith  those  of  the  Chief  Consul. 

My  first  care  on  entering  this  room,  was  to 
place  myself  in  a  situation  which  might  afford  me 
an  uninterrupted  view  of  Bonaparte*  About 
^wetity-rfive  minutes  past  twelve,  his  sortie  was 
announced  by  a  huissi^r.  Immediately  after,  he 
pame  out  of  the  inner  apartment,  attended  by  se- 
veral ofiicers  of  rank,  arid,  traversing  all  the  other- 
rooms  with  a  quick  step,  proceeded,  uncovered, 
to  the  parade,  the  order  of  which  I  have  described 
%o  ypu  in  a  former  letter.  On  the  present  occa- 
sion, however,  it  lasted  longer  on  account  of  the 
distribution  of  arms  of  honour,  which  the  First 
Consul  presents  with  his  own  hand  to  those 
heroes  who  have  signalized  themselves  in  fight- 
ing their  country's  battles. 

This  part  of  the  ceremony^  which  was  all  that 
\  saw  of  the  parade  yesterdavj  natqrally  revived  in; 
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the  consular  guard,  the  governor  of  the'  patace^ 
the  general  commanding  the  first  military  divi- 
sion, and  him  at  the  head  of  the  garrison  o€ 
Paris*  For  my  part,  I  scarcely  saw  any  one  but 
jhimself;  Bon apauxjeS  alone  absorbed  my  whole 
atttention* 

A  circumstance  occurred  which  gave  me  an 
opportunity  of  observing  the  Chief  Consul  with 
critical  minuteness*  I  had  left  the  second  room, 
and  taken  my  station  in  front  of  the  row  of  ga- 
mers, close  to  the  folding-doors  which  opened 
into  the  first  room,  in  order  to  see  him'  receive 
petitions  atid  memorials.  There  was  no  occasion 
for  Bonaparte,  to  cast  his  eyes  from  side  to  side> 
like  the  Grand  Monarque  coming  from  mass,  by 
way  of  inviting  petitioners  to  approach  him. 
They  presented  themselves  in  such  numbers  that, 
after  he  put  his  hat  under  his  arm,  bothhis  hands- 
Virere  full  ill  a  moment.  To  enable  him  to  receive 
other  petitions,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
delivering  the  first  two  handfuls  to  his  aides-de- 
damp;  I  should  like  to  learn  what  becomes  of 
all  these  papers,  and  whether  he  locks  them  up 
in  a  little  desk  of  which  he  alone  has  the  key,  as 
was  the  practice  of  Lewis  XIV.  : 

When  Bonaparte  approached  the  door  of  the 
second  room,  he  was  effectually  impeded  in  his^ 
progress  by  a  lady,  dressed  in  white,  who,  throw- 
ing herself  at  his  feet,  gracefully,  presented  -t^ 
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*liiin  a  memorial,  which  he  received  with  much 
apparent  courtesy;  but  still  seemed,  by  his 
manner,  desirous  to  pass  forw^ard.  However,  the 
.crowd  was  so  considerable  and  so  intent  on  view- 
ing this  scene,  that  the  grenadiers,  posted 
near  the  spot  where  it  took  place,  were  obliged 
to  use  some  degree  of  violence  before  they 
xould   succeed   in   clearing  a  passage. 

*Of  ajl  the  portraits  which  you  and  I  have  ^een  of 
BoNAtARTE  in  England,  that  painted  by  Mas- 
Hcjuerier,  and  exhibited  in  Piccadilly,  presents  the 
greatest  resemblance.  But  for  his  side-face, 
you  may,  for  twelve  sous,  here  procure  a  per- 
fect likeness  of  it  at  almost  every  stall  in  the 
street.  In  short,  his  features  are  such  as  may, 
in  my  opinion^  be  easily  copied  by  any  artist 
of  moderate  abilities*  However  incompetent  I 
may  be  to  the  task,  I  shall,  as  you  desire  it,  at* 
tempt  to  sketch  his  person ;  •  though  I  doubt  not 
that  any  French  commis,  in  the  habit  of  describing 
people  by  words,  might  do  it  greater  justice. 

Bonaparte  is  rather  below  the  middle  size, 
somewhat  inclined  to  stoop,  and  thin  in  perr. 
son;  but,  though  of  a  slight  make,  he  appears 
to  be  muscular,  and  capable  of  fatigue;  his 
forehead  is  broad,  and  shaded  by  dark  brown 
hair,  which  is  cut  short  behind;  his  eyes,  of 
the  same  colour,  are  full,  quick,  and  prominent; 
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his  nose  is  aqailifie;  his  chin^  protuberailt  aha 
pointed;  his  complexion,  of  a  yellow  hue;  itftd 
his  cheeks,  hollow.  His  countenance,  which  \b 
of  a  melancholy  cast,  expresses  much  sagiu^ity  and 
reflection:  his  manner  is  grave  and  ddiberkte, 
but  at  the  same  time  open.  On  the  Ivhole, 
his  aspect  announces  him  to  be  of  a  temperate 
and  phlegmatic  disposition;  but  warm  «id  t^hs^ 
cious  in  the  pursuit  of  his  object,  and  iinpa- 
tient  of  contradiction*  Such,  at  leasts  is  the 
judgment  which  I  should  form  of  haNATARti> 
from  his  external   appearance* 

While  I  was  surveying  this  man  of  lititversal 
talent,  my  fancy  was  not  idle.  First,  I  beheld 
him,  flushed  with  ardour,  directing  the  assault 
'  of  the  tcteHle-^pont  at  Lodi ;  next  dictating  ^ 
proclamation  to  the  Beys  at  CctirOy  and  styling 
himself  the  friend  of  the  faithful;  then  cdifi-* 
bating  the  ebullition  of  his  rage  oh  being  foiled 
in  the  storming  of  Jlcre*  1  ^terwards  imagined 
I  saw  him  like  another  Cromwell,  expellifi^ 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  at  St.  Cloudy  tod 
seizing  on  the  reins  of  govcrhmetit  *.  when  esta- 
blished in  power,  1  viewed  him,  like  HANffiBAL, 
crossing  the  Alps^  and  forcing  victory  to  yield  to 
him  the  hard-contested  palm  at  Marengo ;  lastly, 
he  appeared  to  my  imagination  in  the  act  of  giving 
tiiie  fraternal   embrace    to    Caprara,   the  Pope*s 
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legiite,  and  at  the  same  time  holding  out  to 
the  see  of  Rome  the  re-establishment  of  catho*- 
iicism  in  France. 

Voltaire  says  that  "  no  man  ever  was  A  hero 
in  the  eyes  of  bis  valet^de^ch^xmbre^ '  1  atn 
curious  to  know  whether  the  valet  of  the  First 
Consul  be  an  excejftion  to  this  maxim.  As  to 
BoKAPARtE^s  public  character,  numerous,  indeed, 
are  the  OMistructions  put  on  it  by  the  voice  of 
rumour:  some  ascribe  to  him  one  great  man 
of  antiquity  as  a  model;  some,  another;  but 
many  compare  him,  in  certain  respects,  to  Ju- 
lius C.«SAR»  Now,  as  imitators  generally  suc- 
ceed better  in  copying  the  failings  thjm  the 
good  qualities  of  their  arclietypes,  let  us  hope, 
supposing  this  comparison  to  be  a  just  one,  that 
the  Chief  Consul  will,  in  one  particular,  never 
lose  sight  of  the  generous  clertiency  of  that  il* 
lustarious  Roman— who,  if  any  spoke  bitterly 
against  him^  deemed  it  sufficieiit  to  complain  of 
the  circumstance  publicly?  in  order  to  prevent 
them  from  persevering  in  the  use  of  such  lan- 
guage. "  Acerhe  loquentibus  satis  habuit  pra 
*^  condone  denunciarey  ne perseverarent" 

^^  The  character  of  a  great  man,"  says  a  French 
political  writer,  who  denies  the  justness  of  this 
compai-ison,    "  like    the    celebrated   picture   of 

Zeuxis^  can  be  formed  only  of  a  multitude  of 

imitations,  and  it  is  as  little  possible  for  the 
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*^  observer  to  find  for  him  a  single  niodel  in'  higl 
tory,  as  it  was  for  the  painter  of  Heraclea  to 
discover  in  nature  that  of  the  ideal  beauty  he 
^'  was  desirous  of  representing  */'— ^«  The  French 
^^  revolution,"  observes  the  same  author^  a  little 
farther  on,  "  has,  perhaps,  produced  more  than 
*'  one  C/ESAR,  or  one  Cromwell  ;  but  they  have 
"  disappeared  before  they  have  had  it  in  their 
"  power  to  give  full  scope  to  their  ambition  -f-." 
Time  will  decide  on  the  truth  and  impartiality 
of  these  observations  of  M,  Hauterive* 

As  at  the  last  monthly  parade,  Bonaparte  wa3 
habited  in  the  consular  dress,  that  is,  a  coat  of 
jBcarlet  velvet,  embroidered  with  gold:  he  wore 
jockey  boots,  carelessly  drawn  over  white  cotton 
pantaloons,  and  held  in  his  hand  a  cocked  hatj 
with  the  national  cockade  only.  I  say  only, 
because  all  the  generals  wear  hats  trimmed  with 
a  splendid  lace,  and  decorated  with  a  large, 
branching,  tricoloured  feather. 
.  After  the  parade,  the  following,  I  understand,. is 
the  etiquette  usually  observed  in  the  palace.  The 
Chief  Consul  first  gives  audience  to  the  general- 
officers,  next  to  the  field-officers,  to  those  be- 
longing to  the  garrison,  and  to  a  few  petitioners. 
He  then  returns  to  the  fourth  apartm^it,  where 

»  De  VEtat  de  la  Trance,  Hthjirtde  Van  VIII.  page570*   ' 

t  Ibid.  p.ige  274'.  ^  ' 
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the  counsdbrs  of  stat?  assemble  Being  arrived 
there^  notice  is  sent  to  the  diplomatic  corps^ 
vrho  meet  in  a  nxnn  on  the  ground^floor  of  the 
palac£^  called  La  Salle  des  Ambassadeurs.  They 
immediately  repait  to  the  levee-^room^  and^ 
efter  payitag  their  persbnal  respects  to  the  first 
Gonsul>  they  each  inttodUce  to  him  such  pelsoad^ 
belonging  to  kheu*  respective  hatiohs^  as  they 
may  think  proper.  Several  were  thid  day  pre* 
tented  by  the  Imperial^  Russian^  and  Danish 
ambassadors :  the  British  minister^  Mr.  Jackson, 
has  not  yet  presented  airy  of  hie  oouhtrymetai 
nor  will  he^  in  all  probability^  as  he  is  merely  a 
locum  tenens.  After  the  levee,  the  Chief  Consul 
generally  gives  a  dinner  of  from  one  hundred  an4 
fifty  to  two  hundred  covets,  to  i;c^hlch  ail  those 
yho  have  received  arms^of  honour,  are  invited* 

Before  I  left  the  palace,  I  observed  the  lady 
above-onentidned,  who  had  presented  the  mano^ 
rial,  seated  in  one  comef  of  the  room,  all  in 
tears,  and  betraj^g  everjr  matk  of  antious  grief: 
die  was  psje,  aftd  with  her  hair  dididvdled ;  but, 
th6ugh  by  no  means  handsome,  her  distressed 
^oatioto  excited  a  lively  interest  ill  her  favour. 
Qn  iik^iry,  I  Wfis  infcMrmed  that  it  was  Madame 
BoUrmont>  the  wife  of  a  Vendean  chief,  eon^ 
demned  to  perpetual  miprieonnterit  for  a  breach 
of  duf  ixintei^on  into  wl^c^h  he  had  jointljr  en^ 
tered  with  the^agents  oi  the  Ftei^h  goVen^meixt 

VOL.  X.  '     i 


338  A  SKETCH  OP  PARIS* 

Having  now  accompli^ed  itiy  object,  when  the 
crowd  was  somewhat  dispersed,  I  retired  to  enjoy 
the  fine  weather  by  a  walk  in  the 

CHAMPS  ELYSfiES. 

After  traversing  the  garden  of  the  Tuileries  and 
the  Place  de  la  Concerde,  from  east  to  west,  you 
arrive  at  this  fashionable  summer  promenade* 
It  is  planted  with  trees  in  quincunx;  Btid  sd-^ 
though,  in  particular  points  of  view,  this  gives 
it  a  symmetrical  air;  yet^  in  others,  the  hand  of 
art  is  sufficiently  concealed  to  deceive  the  eye  by 
a  representation  of  the  irregular  beauties  of  na- 
ture. The  French^  in  general,  admire  the  plan 
«f  the  garden  of  the-Tuileries^  and  think  the  dis-- 
tribution  tasteful  >  but,  when  the  trees  are  in 
leaf,  all  prefer  the  Champs  Elysies^  to  being 
more  rural  and  mort  inviting.  This  spot,  which 
is  very  extensive,  as  you  may  see  by  the  Plan 
gf  Paris,  has  frequently  been  choseii  for  the 
scene  of  national  f(6tes,  for  which  it  is,  in  many 
Ticspects,  better  calculated  than  the  Champ  de 
Mars.  However,  from  its  proximity  to  the 
great .  road,  the  foliage  is  imbrowned  by  the 
dust,  and  an .  idea  of  aridity  intrudes  itsdf  on 
the  imagination  from  the  :total  absence  of  waitri 
The  sight  of  that  refreslang  element  recreates 
the  mind,  and  communkates  a  powerful  attrac*. 
tion  jeven  to.  a  wildemefis,.  .    •     .... 
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In  fact^  at  this  season  of  the  y^ear^  the  Ckcmps 
Elysies  resemble  a  desert;  but,  in  summer,  they 
prejsent  one  of  the  most  agreeable  scenes  that 
can  be  imagined.  In  temporary  buildings,  of  a 
tasteful  construction,  you  th^n  find'  here  restaU'- 
rateursy  &c,  where  all  sorts  of  refre^mients  inay 
be  procured,  and  rdoms  where  ^*  the  merry 
dance'*  is  kept  up  with  no  common  spirit* 
Swings  and  roundabouts  are  also  erected,  as 
well  as  different  machines  for^*  exercising  the 
address  of  those  who  are  fond  of  running  at  a 

ring,  and  other  sports.  Between  the  road  lead- 
ing .  to  rEtoile,  the  Bois  de  Boulagne,  &c,  and 
that,  which  <  skirts  the  Seine,  formerly  called  the 
Cours  de  la  Reine,  is  a  large  piece  of  turf, 
where,  in  fine  weather,  and  especially  on  Sun- 
days^ the  Parisian  youths  amuse  themselves  at 
foot-bdil,  prison-bars,  and  long  tennis.  Here,  too,- 
boys,  and  girls  assemble,  and  improve  their  growth 
and  vigour  by  danchig>  and  a  variety  of  health- 
ful diversions ;  while  their,  relations  and  friends, 
seated  on  the  grass,  enjoy  this  interesting  ■'  sight, 
and  form  around  each,  group  a  cirx:le  which  is 
pre9ently  ino'eased  by  numbers  of  admiring 
5pectatoi::s.  ? 

5r  Under  the  shade  of  the  toiees,  on  the  right 
hand,  as:  you  face  the  west,  an  immenie  con- 
course of  both  sexes  and  all  ages  is  at  the 
same  time  collected.    Those  who  prefer  sitUnj^ 

Z9 
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to  walkm^  occupy  three  kmg  rowa  of  d^utlri^ 
set  out  &x  hiK,  thiee  <teqp  on  each  side,  and 
formii^  a  lane  thtxmgh  which  the  great  body 
of  walkers  parade.  ^  Tina  promenade  may  then 
be  8£ud  to  deserve  the  appcilatian  oi  Blymm 
Fields^  from  the  number  c^  handsome  woit)^ 
who  reaort  hither^  The  i^ety  of  their  dresaes 
and  figurea^  the  satbfaction  which  they  express 
in  seeing  and  being  seen>  their  anxious  desire 
to  please^  which  constitutes  their  happiness  and 
that  of  our  ^x>  the^  triunnjid^  which  animates  the 
countenance  of  those  who  eclipse  their  rivals; 
all  this^  forms  a  diversified  and  amusing  {Actiire^ 
which  fixes  attention,  and  gives  birth  to  a 
thoustod  ideas  respecting  the  art  and  coquetry 
of  women,  as  well  as  what  beauty  loses  or  gsdns 
by  adopting  the  ever^varying  caprice  of  fasMon. 
Mere,  on  a  fine  summer^s  evening,  are  now  ta  be 
seen,  I  am  told^  females  di8{]4^ying  almost  as  much 
luxury  of  dress  as  used  to  be  exhibited  in  the 
days  of  the  monarchy.  15ie  essentia  diffemnce 
is  that  the  road  in  the  centre  is  not  now,  as 
m  those  tirf^es,  covered  with  brilliant  equipages; 
though  every  day  seems  to  produce  an^  aug- 
mentation of  the  number  of  private  carriages* 

At  the  entrance  erf*  the  Qumps  EUfsies  tx€ 
placed  the  famous  groups  of  Niumdian  hwse% 
held  in  by  their  vigorous  and  masteriy  coadiMStors, 
t;wo,  chefk  (Tauvre  of  modem  art,  copied  from 
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Ihe  group  of  Monie^Cmmllo  9A  ISiome.  %  ord^f 
of  the  Directory^  tbese  ttatu^s  were  brought 
from  Marfyy  whert  thay  ornimented  the  ter- 
race. They  are  each  of  them  cut  out  of  a  blgcl^ 
of  the  most  feultless  Carrara  marble.  On  the 
pedestal  on  which  ^diey  stwd  at  that  once-royal 
residence^  was  engraved  the  nfime  qf  Costou, 
1745j  without  any  surname:  but,  as  there  were 
tWQ  brothers  of  that  name^  Nicolas  and  Guil-^ 
laume,  natives  of  Lyons,  and  both  excellent 
seulptoi^,  it  is  become  a  matter  of  doubt  by 
Whicli  of  them  these  master-pieces  were  ex- 
ecutedi  though  the  one  died  in  1739,  and  the 
othir  in  if 46.  It  is  conjectured,  however,  that 
fraternal  friendship  induced  them  to  share  the 
fame  arising  from  these  capital  productions,  and 
that  they  worked  at  them  in  common  tilt  death 
left  the  survivor  the  task  of  finishing  their  joint 
Isftiour* 

To  ^hidievfer  of  the  two  the  merit  of  the 
executidn  may  be  due,  it  is  certain  that  the 
fiery,  ungovernable  spirit  of  the  horses,  as  welt 
as  the  exertion  of  vigour,  and  the  triumph  of 
strei^h  in  their  conductors,  is  very  happily 
expressed.  The  subject  has  firequehtly  afforded 
0  eoYnparison  to  politicians.  *'  These  statues,** 
Say  90tm  observers,  "  apffear  to  be  the  emblem 
^  of  the  French  people,  over  whom  it  is  ne-* 
«  cessary  to  ie»  a  tigW  h^d^^'  It  is  to  be 
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ftce,  fi^m  ftUing  off  during  its  convejWKe  to 
to  Palis.  In  shorty  had  not  the  saving  hand 
of  art  interposed^  this,  and  other  mcmuments  of 
the  trmscendent  powers  of  the  Italic  sehool, 
fiiarked  by  the  ooirodi^g  tooth  of  Time,  would 
soon  have  entirely  perished. 

As  this  picture  cduld  not  be  exhibited  in  its 
injured  state,  the  Administration  of  the  Museum 
determined  that  it  should  be  repaired  They  ac- 
cordingly requested  the  Minister  of  the  interior 
^o  cause  this  impcH'tant  operation  to  be  attended 
by  Commissbners  chosen  from  the  National  In-* 
istitute.  The  Class  of  Physical  and  Kfethemattcal 
Sciences  of  that  learned  Society  appointed  to  this 
task,  GuTTON  and  B£RTH0|«lst,  chymists,  and 
the  Class  of  Literature  and  Fin^  Aits  named 
VwwjENT  and  Tau^ay,  painters. 

These  Commissioners^  in  co)iceit  with  the 
Administration,  having  asc^ained  the  state  of 
the  picture,  it  was-  unanimously  ^eed  that 
the  only  mean  of  saving  it  would  be  to  remove 
it  from  the  worm-eaten  pannel  on  which  it 
was  painted*  It  was,  besides^  necessary  to  ascerT 
tain  the  safety  of  the  process,  in  order  that, 
without  exciting  the  aiq)rehen^ons  of  the  lovers 
of  the  arts,  it  might  be  applied  to  other  pic« 
tures  ivhich  i^uired  it. 

The  Report  <^  the  Ibur  ComquS^neta  be-r 
fore-named,  respecting    the  restox^tioii  of  th^ 
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Madonna  di  Foligno,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Classes  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  and 
13  to  be  made  to  the  National  Institute  at 
their  next  public  sitting  on  the  15  th  of  Nivose 
(5th  of  January,  1803). 

In  order  to  make  you  perfectly  acquainted 
mth  the  whole  of  the  process,  I  shall  transcribe^ 
for  your  satisfaction,  that  part  of  the  Report  im» 
mediately  connected  with  the  art  of  restoring 
damaged  or  decayed  paintings.  lUs  labour,  and 
the  success  by  which  it  was  attended,  are  really 
a  memorial  of  what  the  genius  and  industry  of 
the  Frendh  can  achieve^  To  all  those  who, 
like  you,  pos^ss  valuable  collections,  such  in- 
formation cannot  but  be  particularly  interesting* 

**  The  desire  of  repairing  *he  outrages  of 
time  has  unfortunately  accelerated  the  decay  of 
several  pictures  by  coarse  repainting  and  bad 
varnish,  by  which  much  of  the  original  work 
has  been  covered.  Other  motives,  too,  have  con* 
spired  against  the  purity  of  the  most  beautiful 
compositions:  a  prelate  has  been  seen  to  cause 
a  discordant  head  of  liair  to  conceal  the  chwns 
of  a  Magdalen," 

ff  Nevertheless,  efficacious  m^ans  of  resb^a^ 
tion  have  been  discovered:  a  painting,  the  con-* 
vass  of  which  is  decayed,  or  the  piannel  worm- 
eaten,  is  transferred  to  a  fresh  cloth;  the  pro- 
fane touches  q{  a  forei|p  pencil  are  jnadci  tQ 
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disappear;  the  effaced  strokes  are  reinserted  with 
scrupulous  nicety;  and  life  is  restored  to  a  pic- 
ture which  was  disfigured,  or  drawing  near  to 
its  end.  This  art  has  made  great  progress,  espe- 
cially in  Paris,  and  experienced  recent  improve^ 
ment  under  the  superintendance  of  the  Admini- 
stration  of  the  Museum;  but  it  is  only  with  a 
leligious  respect  that  any  one  can  venture  on 
an  operation  which  may  dways  give  rise  to  a 
fear  of  some  change  in  the  drawing  or  colouring, 
above  all  when  the  question  is  to  restore  a 
picture  by  Raphael."* 

"  The  restoration  may  be  divided  kite  two 
parts;  the  one,  which  is  composed  of  mechani- 
cs operations,  whose  object  is  to  detach  the 
painting  from  the  ground  on  which  it  is  fixed, 
in  order  to  transfer  it  to  a  fresh  one;  the 
other,  which  consists  in  cleaning  the  surface 
of  the  painting  from  every  thing  that  can  tarnish 
it,  in  restoring  the  true  colouring  to  the  pic- 
ture, and  in  repairing  the  parts  destroyed,  by 
tints  skilfully  blended  with  the  primitive  touches^ 
Thence  the  distinctive  division  of  the   mecba* 


*  It  may  not  be  amiss  to-observe  that  Raphaei.  employed 
the  hfpa^to  colour  but  in  few  of  his  pictures,  of  which  the 
Transfiguration  is  one  wherein  it  is  the  most  cpnsp.icuQ\is  :  bis 
other  productions  are  painted  with  great  transparency,  the  co- 
lour^ being  laid  on  a  white  ground  j  which  rendered  still  more 
difficult  the  operation  above-mentioned,     Note  of  tht  Author, 
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nical  operations,  and  of  the  art  of  painting, 
which  will  be  the  object  of  the  two  parts  of 
this  Report.  The  former  particularly  engag^ 
the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Clast 
of  Sciences;  and  the  latter,  which  required  the 
habit  of  handling  a  scientific  f)encil,  fell  to  the 
share  of  the    Commissioners   of  the    Class  of 

Fine  Arts^' 

FiisT  Paet, 

*^  Although  the  mechanical  labour  is   subdi- 
vided into  several  opei:ations,  it  was  wholly  in- 
trusted to  Citizen  Hacquins,  on  whose  intelli- 
gence, address,  and  skill,  it  is  our  duty  to  be-i 
stow  every  commendation," 

*^  The  picture  represents  the  Virgip  Mary,' 
tlie  infant  Jesus,  St.  John,  and  several  other 
figures  of  different  sizes.  It  was  painted  on  a 
pannel  of  if  inches  in  thickness:  a  crack  ex- 
tended from  its  circumference  to  the  left  foot 
of  the  infant  Jesus :  it  was  A\  lines  wide  at  its 
upper  part,  and  diminished  progressively  to  the 
Tinder:  from  this  crack  to  the  right  hand  bor- 
der, the  surface  formed  a  curve  whose  greatest 
bend  was  2  inches  b\  lines,  and  from  the 
crack  to  the  other  border,  another  curve  bend- 
ing 2  inches.  The  picture  was  scaling  off  in 
several  places,  and  a  great  number  of  scales  had  * 
already  detached;  themselves;  the  painting  lyas, 
l>esides,  worm-eaten  in  many  parts.'* 
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^  It   was  first  necesaaiy  to  render  the  sur^ 
fice  even :  to  effect  this^  a  gauze  ira3  pasted  6a 
the  paintings  and  the  picture  w^  turned  on  ita 
lace.     After  that/  Citizen  HAcavisrs  made^  in 
tiie  thickness  of  the  wood^  several  grooves  at 
some  distance  from  each  other,  and  extending 
from  the  txppet  extremity  of  the  bend  to  the 
place  where  the  pannel  presented  a  .more  levd 
surface.     Into  these  grooves  he  introduced  little 
wtKxlen  wedges }  he  then  covered  the  whole  sur* 
face  with  wet  olotbs,  which  he  took  care  to 
remoisten.    The  action  of  the    wedges,  which 
swelled  by  the  moisture  against  the    softened 
pannel,  compelled  the  latter  to  resume  its  primi-* 
tive  form:  both  edges  erf  the  crack  before-men- 
tioned being  brought  together,   the  artist  had 
recourse  to  glue,  in   prdeT  to  unite    ^e  two 
separated  parts*    Dpring  the  desiccation,,  he.  laid 
oak  hara  across  the  picture,  for  the  purpose  of 
li;wping  the  pannd  in  the  form  which  he^  wished 
it  to  assume.'* 

ff  The  desiccation  being  effected  slowly,  the 
artist  applied  a  second  gauze  on  the  fir^,  then 
successively  two  thicknesses  of  grey  blotting 
paper". 

*«  This  preparation  (which  the  French  artists 
call  cat  tannage),  being  ^y^  he  kud  the  picture 
with  its  face  downward  on  a  table,  tJo  whid^ 
be  carefully  coafin^sd  it;  he  next  proceeded  to 
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at^  fliep&ratkm  of  the  wood  on  which  the  paint* 
10^  was  fixed/'  , 

ff  The  first  operation  was  executed  by  means 
of'  two  S8WS9  one  of  which  acted  peipendku* 
larly ;  and  the  other^  horizontally :  the  woric  of 
the  two  saws  being  terminated^  the  pannel  was 
found  to  be  reduced  to  the  thickness  of  4i  lines* 
The  artist  then  made  use  of  a  plane  <^  a  con- 
vex form  on  its  breadth:  with  this  instrument 
he  planed  the  pannel  in  an,  (Clique  diiectton^ 
in  order  to  take  off  very  short  shavings,  and 
te  avoid  the  grain  of  the  wood :  by  these  mean^ 
he  reduced  the  pannel  to  t  of  a  line,  in  thicks 
ness«  He  then  took  a  fiat  plane  with .  a  toothed 
iron^  whose  effect  is  much  like  that  of  a  rasp 
which  reduces  wood  into  dust:  in  thiA  mimne^ 
he  contrived  to  leave  the  pannel  no  thicker 
than  a  sheet  of  paper.- 

^  In  that  state,  the  wood  was  successive!/ 
moistened  with  clear  water^  in  small  compart- 
ments, which  disposed  it  to  detach  itself :  then 
the  artist  separated  it  with  the  rounded  point 
of  a  knife-blade/^ 

^  llie  picture,  thus  deprived  of  all  the  Woody 
I^e^nted  to  the  eye  evmcy  symptom  of  the  in- 
jury whi(^  it  had  suatakied  U  had  formerly 
been  repaired;  and,  in  order  to  fasten  again  the 
parts  which  tfansatened  to  fall  off,  recourse  had 
be^  had  to  oil^  and  varnishes^    But  those  in- 
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gredients  passing  through  the  intervals  left  bf 
guch  parts  of  the  picture  as  were  reduced  to 
curling  scales^  had  been  extended  in  the  impress 
aion  to  the  paste^  on  which  the  painting  rested, 
and  had  rendered  the  real  restoration- more  diffi-^ 
cult^  without  producing  the  advantageous  effect 
which  had  thence  been  expected/' 

^'  The  same  process  would,  not  serve  for  se- 
parating the  parts  of  the  impression  which  liad 
been  indurated  by  varnishes^  and  those  where 
the.  paste  had  remained  unmixed:  it  was  neces* 
9BTy  to  moisten  the  former  for  some  time  in 
small  compartments:  when  they  were  become, 
sufficiently  softened^  the  artist  separated  them 
with  the  blade  of  his  knife:  the  others  were 
more  easily  separjited  by  moistening  them  with 
a  flannel^  and  rubbing  them  slightly.  It  re- 
quired all  the  address  and  patience  of  Citizen 
HACauiNS  to  leave  nothing  foreign  to  the  work 
of  the  original  painter:  at  length  the  outline  of 
Raphai;^  was  wholly  exposed  to  view,  and  left 
by  itself."        . 

**  In  order  to  restore  a  little  suppleness  to 
the  painting,  which  was  too  much  dried,  it  was 
rubbed  all  over  with  carded  cotton  imbibed  with 
oil,  and  wiped  with  old  muslin:  then  white 
lead>  ground .  with  oil,  was  substituted  in  the 
room  of  the  impression  made  by  paste,  and  fixed: 
by  moans  of  a  soft  brush/* 
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^*  After  being  left  to  dry  for  three  months,   . 
a  ganze  wasr  glued  on  the  impression  made  by 
oil  J   and  on  the  latter,   a  fine  canvas." 

*^  When  this  canvas  was  Ay,  the  picture  was 
detached  from  the  table,  and  turned,  in  order 
to  remove  the  cartonnage  from  it  with  water;, 
this  operation  being  effected,  the  next  pro- 
ceeding was  to  get  rid  of  the  appearance 
of  the  inequalities  of  the  surface  arising  from 
the  curUng  up  of  its  parts:  for  that  purpose, 
the  artist  successively  applied  on  the  inequali- 
ties, flour-paste  diluted.  Then  having  put  a 
greasy  paper  on  the  moistened  part,  he  laid  a 
hot  iron  on  the  parts  curled  up,  which  became 
level:  but  it  was  not  till  after  he  had  employed 
the  most  unequivocal  signs  to  ascertan  the  suitable 
degree  of  heat,  that  he.  ventured  to  come  near 
the  painting  with  the  iron." 

"  It  has  been  seen  that  the  psunting,  dis- 
engaged from  its  impression  made  by  paste 
and  from  every  foreign  substance,  had  been, 
fixed  on  an  impression  made  by  oil,  and  that 
a  level  form  had  been  given  to  the  uneven  parts 
of  its  surface.  This  master-piece  was  still  to 
be  solidly  applied  on  a  new  ground:  for  that, 
it  was  necessary  to  paste  paper  over  it  again, 
detach  it  from  the  temporary  gauze  which  had 
been  put  on  the  impression,  add  a  new  coat  of 
oxyde  of  lead  and  oil,  apply  to  it  a  gauze  ren-? . 
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dered  very  supple^  and  on  the  lattfef^  in  like 
manner  done  over  with  a  preparation  of  Irad|^ 
a  raw  clotb>  woven  all  in  one  piece^  and  im- 
pregnated^  on  its  exterior  surface^  with  a  resi*^ 
nous  substanc^^  which  was  to  confine  it  to  a 
similar  canvass  fixed  on  the  stretching-^frame^ 
This  last  operation  required  that  the  body  of 
the  picture,  disengaged  from  its  carionnage,  or 
paper  facing,  and  furnished  with  a  newground> 
should  be  exactly  applied  to  the  doth  done 
over  with  resinous  substances,  at  the  same  time^ 
avoiding  every  thing  that  might  hurt  it  by  a 
too  strong  or  unequal  extension^  and  yet  com*- 
pelling  every  part  of  its  vast  extent  to  adhere 
to  the  cloth  strained  on  the  stretching-frame. 
It  is  by  all  these  proceedings  that  the 
picture  has  been  incorporated  with  a  ground 
more  durable  than  the  original  one,  and  guarded 
i^nst  the  accidents  which  had  produced  the  inju* 
ries.  It  was  then  subjected  to  restoration^  which 
is  the  object  of  the  second  part  of  this  Report/* 
*^  We  have  been  obliged  to  confine  ourselves 
to  pointing  out  the  successive  operations,  the 
numerous  details  of  which  we  have  attended ;  we 
have  endeavoured  to  give  an  idea  of  this  inte- 
resting art,  by  which  the  productions  of  the  pen- 
cil may  be  indefinitely  perpetuated,  in  order  cmly 
to  state  the  grounds  of  the  confidence  that  it 
has  appeared  to  us  to  merit/* 
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iSecond  Part. 

'*  Aftel*  having  given  an  account  of  the  mecha- 
nical operations,  employed  with  so  much  success 
in  the  first  part  of  the  restoration  of  the  picture 
by  RAPHAEL],  it  remains  for  us  to  speak  of  the 
i^econdv  the  restoration  of  the  painting)  termed  by 
th^  French  artists  restauration  pittoresque.  This 
part  is  no  less  interesting  than  the  former.  We 
are  indebted  to  it  for  the  reparation  of  the  ravages 
of  time  and  of  the  ignorance  of  men,  who,  from 
their  unskilfulness,  had  still  added  to  the  injury 
which  this  master-piece  had  already  suffiered. 

*^  This  essential  part  of  the  restoration  of 
works  ^  of  painting],  >equ{reB>  in  those  who  are 
^charged  \vith  it,  a  very  delicate  eye,  in  order  to 
know  how  to  accord  the  new  tints  with  the  old, 
Na  profound  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  em- 
ployed by  masters,  and  a  long  experience,  in  order 
%o  foresee,  in  the  choice  and  use  of  colours, 
what  changes  time  may  effect  in  the  new  tints, 
and  consequently  prevent  the  discordance  which 
\vOuld  be  the  result  of  those  changes. 

*^  The  art  tif  restoring  paintings  likewise  re- 
quires the  most  g<irupulous  nicety  to  cover  no 
other  than  the  damaged  parts,  and  an  extraordinary 
address  to  match  the  work  of  the  restbratiou  with 
^that  of  the  master,  and,  as  it  were,  replace  the 
first  priming  in  all  its  integrity,  concealing  the 

VOL.  I.  A  A 
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work  to  such  a  degree  that  even  an  experienced 
eye  cannot  distinguish  what  comes  from  the 
hand  of  the  artist  from  what  belongs  to  that  of 
the  master. 

"  It  is,  above  all,  in  a  work  of  thte  importance  of 
that  of  which  we  are  speaking,  thit  the  friends  of 
the  arts  have  a  right  to  require,  in  its  restoration, 
all  the  care  of  prudence  and  the  exertion  of  the 
first  talents.  We  feel  a  real  satisfaction  in  ac- 
quainting you  with  the  happy  result  of  the  dis- 
criminating wisdom  of  the  Administration  of  the 
Central  Museum  op  the  Ants;  who,  after 
having  directed  and  superintended  the  first  part 
of  the  restoration,  employed  in  the  second,  that 
of  the  painting  (which  we  call,  pittoresque)  Ci- 
tizen Ro^sER,  whose  abilities  in  this  line  were 
long  known  to  them,  and  whose  repeated  success 
had  justified  their  confidence." 

After  having  assured  the  Institute  that  they 
consider  thejb/V^or^'.s^^'we  part  of  the  restoration  of 
the  Madonna  di  Foltgno  as  pure  as  it  was  possible 
to  be  desired,  the  Commissioners  proceed  to  call 
tiieir  attention  to  some  discordance  in  the  original 
design  and  colouring  o(  this  chef  d' ceuvrey  and  to 
make  on  it  some  critical  observations.  This  thie^ 
do  in  order  to  prevent  any  doubts  which  might 
-arise  in  the  mind  of  observers,  and  lead  thttn  to 
imagine  that  the  restoration  had,  in  any  manner^ 
impaired  the  work  of  llAPHAELi 
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They  next  congratulate  themselves  on  having 
at  length  seen  this  masterpiece  of  the  immortal 
Raphael  restored  to  life^  shining  in  all  its  lustre^ 
and  through  such  means,  that  there  ought  no 
longer  to  remain  any  fear  respecting  the  recur- 
rence of  thode  accidents  whose  ravages  threatened 
to  snbtch  it  for  ever  from  getieral  admiration. 

They  afterwards  terminate  their  Report  in  the 
following  words : 

"  The  Administration  of  the  Gbktral  Museum 
tfp  THE  AtIis,  who  have,  by  their  knowledge,  im- 
proved the  art  of  restoration,  willj  no  doubt, 
neglect  nothing  to  preserve  that  art  in  all  its  in- 
tegrity; and,  notwithstanding  repeated  success, 
tliey  will  not  permit  the  application  of  it  but  to 
pictures  so  injured,  that  there  are  more  advan- 
tages in  subjecting .  them  to  a  few  risks  inse- 
parable from  delicate  and  numerous  operations, 
than  in  abandoning  them  to  the  destruction  by 
which  they  are  threatened.  The  invitation  which 
the  Administration  of  the  Museum  gave  to  the 
National  Institute  to  attend  the  restoration  of  the 
Madonna  di  Foligno  by  Raphael,  is  to  us  a  sure 
pledge  that  the  enlightened  m<en  of  whom  it  i^ 
composed,  felt  that  they  owed  an  account  of  their 
vigilance  to  all  the  connoisseurs  in  Europe* 
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LETTER  XXXI. 

PariSf  I)€cember  10,  180K 

"  Of  all  the  bridges  that  weire  ever  built/'  says 
Sterne,  "  the  whole  worlds  who  have  passed  over 
it,  must  own  that  the  noblest the  grand- 
est   the  lightest the  longest  -  -  * 

the  broadest^that  ever  conjoined  land  and  land 
together  upon  the  face  of  the  teiraqueous 
globe,  is  the 


cc  PONT  neuf;'  \ 

The  Pont  Neuf  is  certainly  the  largest,  and,  on 
account  of  its  situation  *,  the  most  conspicuous, 
and  most  frequented  of  any  of*  the  bridges  in 
Pafis;  but,  in  the  environs  of  tlie  capital,  is  one 
which  surpasses  them  all.     This  is  the  Pont  de 

The  nrst  stone  of  the  Pont  Neuf  was^  laid  by 
Henry  III  in  157^8,  and  the  fouhdatiori  of  the 
piles  was  begun  to  be  formed  on  the  opposite 
side,  when  the  troubles  of  the  League  forced 
Du  Ckrceau,  the  architect,  to  withdraw  to  fo- 

*  By  the  Plan  of  Paris,  it" will  te  seen  that  the  Pont  Neuf 
lies  at  the  west  point  of  the  Island  called  UJle  du  Falah,  ani 
is^  as  k  were,  in  the  vary  centro  of  the  capital. 
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reign  countries.  The  work  was  not  resumed  till* 
the  reign  of.  Henry  IV,  who  ordered  it  to  be.  cpn- 
tinned  under  ,the  direction  of  March  and;  but, 
owing  to  various  causes,  the  Pont  Neuf  was  aot 
finished  tfll  167  4. 

The  length,  of  this  bridge  is  one  thousand  and 
twenty  feet,  and  its  breadth  seventy-two ;  which 
is  sufficient  to  admit  of  five  carriages  passing 
abreast.  It  is  formed  of  twelve  arches,  seven  of 
which  are  on  the  side  of  the  Louvre^  and  five  on 
the  side  of  the  Quai  des  Augustiris,  extending 
over  the  two  channels  of  the  riv^r,  which  is 
wider  in   this  place,  from   their  junction, 

In  1775,  the  parapets  were  repaired,  and  the 
foot-way  lowered  and  narrowed.  Soupplot,  the 
architect  of  the  Pantheon,  availed  himself  of  this 
opportunity  to  build,  on  the  twenty  half^moons 
which  stand  immediately  above  each  pile,  as  many 
jotundas,  in  stone,  to  serve  as  shops.  On  the 
outside,  above  the  arches,  is  a  double  cornice^ 
which  attracts  the  eye  of  the  connoisseur  in  ar-r 
chitectiu-e,  notwithstanding  its  mouldering  state, 
x)n  account  of  the  Jl^rons  in  the  antique  styl^, 
and  the  heads  of  Sylvans,  Dryads,  and  Satyrs, 
which  serve  as  supports  to  it,  at  the  distance  of 
two  feet  from  each  otheri 

As  the  mole  that  forms  a  projection  on  this 
bridge  between  the  fifth  and  seventh  arch,  stapds 
facing  the  JP/<?c^  Dquphine^  wl^ich  was  bu\lt  ty 
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Heniy  IV,  it  was  the  spot  chosen  for  Erecting  to 
him  a  statue.  This  was  the  first  public  monu-r 
ment  of  the  kind  that  had  been  raised  in  ho-^ 
nour  of  French  kings.  Under  the  first,  secc^id^ 
and  third  race,  till  the  reign  of  Lewis  XIII,  if 
the  statue  of  a  king  was  made,  it  was  only  for 
<he  purpose  of  being  placed  on  his  tomb,  or  else 
at  the  portal  of  some  church,  er  royal  residence 
which  he  had  either  built  or  repaired. 

Parisians  and  strangers  used  to  admire  this 
equestrian  statue  of  Henry  IV,  and  before  the 
revolution,  all  agreed  in  taking  him  for  the  modei 
of  goodness.  In  proof  of  his  popularity,  we  arc 
told,  in  the  Taileau  de  Paris,  that  a  beggar  was 
one  day  following  a  passenger  along  the  foot-way 
of  the  Povi  Neuf:  it  was  a  festival.  '*  In  the 
^^  name  of  St.  Peter,"  said  the  mendicant,  ^^  in 

the  name  of  St.  Joseph,  in  the  name  of  the 

Virgin  Mary,  in  the  name  of  her  divine  Son, 
^*  in  the  name  erf*  God?*'  Being  arrived  before 
the  statue  of  the  conqueror  of  the  League,  *^  In 
"  the  name  of  Henri  quatre,*  exclaimed  he, 
^^  in  the  name  of  Henri  quatref*-, — ^^  Here  !"  said 
the  passenger,  and  he  gave  him  a  louis  d'or. 

Unquestionably,  no  monarch  that  ever  sat  <m 
the  throne  of  France  was'  so  popular  •  as  Henti 
qUatre ;  and  his  popularity  was  never  eclipsed  by 
any  of  his  successors.  Even  amidst  the  rage  dP 
the  revolutionary  storm,   the  military  stiU  heM 
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1m  memory  in  veper^tioQ.  On  opening  the  $e« 
pultur^s  at  St.  Denis  in  1793,  tlie  coffin  of 
Henry  IV  wa3  the  first  thajt  was  taken  out  of  tha 
vault  of  the  Roujrbons.  Though  he  died  in  1 6l O, 
his.  body  was.  foxind  jr  sucja  preservation  that  tlie 
features  of  his  fac^  were  pot  altered.  A  soldier, 
who  was  preset  at  the  opening  of  the  coffin, 
moved  by  a  martial  enthusiasm,  threw  himself  on 
the  body  of  this  warlike  prince,  ?nd,  after  a  con- 
siderable pause  of  adrniration,  }ie  drew  his  sabre^ 
and  cut  off  a  Ipjag  iQck  of  Henry's  beard,  which 
was  still  fresh,  at  the  same  time  exclaiming,  in 
very  energetic  and  truly-military  terms;  "  And 
^^  I  too  am  a  French  sqldier  !  In  future  I  will 
^^  have  no  other  whiskers."  Then  placing  this 
valuable  lock  on  his  upper  lip,  he  withdrew,  adding 
emphatically :  ^^  Now  I  ani  sure  to  conquer  the 
^^  enemies  of  France,  and  I  march  to  victory." 

In  Paris,  all  the  statues  of  kings  had  fallen, 
while  that  of  Henry  IV  still  remained  erect. 
It  was  for  some  time  a  matter  of  doubt  whe- 
ther it  should  be  pulled  down.  "  The  poem 
f'  of  the  Henriade  pleaded  ii>  its  favour;"  but> 
says  Mercier,  ^'  he  was  an  ancestcw-  of  the  per.^ 
^'  jured  king."  Then,  aud  not  till  then,  this 
venerated  statue  underweiit  the  same  fate. 

It  has  been  geuer^illy  believed  that  the  deed 
of  RavaiUac  was  dictated  by  fc.:\a^Icism,  or  that 
he  was  the  instrumeut  emplc^xd  by  the  Mar* 
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chioness  of  Vemeuil  and  the  Duke  of  Epernon 
for  assassinating  that  monarch.  However,  it 
stands  recorded,  I  am  told,  in  a  manuscript 
found  in  the  National  Library,  that  Ravaillac 
killed  Henry  IV  because  he  had  seduced  his 
sister,  and  abandoned  her  when  pregnant.  Thus 
time,  that  affords  a  clue  to  most  mysterieSj^ 
has  also  solved  this  historical  enigma. 

This  statue  of  Henry  IV  was  erected  on .  the 
23d  of  August,  1624.  To  have  insulted  it,, 
would,  not  long  since,  have  b^en  considered  as 
a  sacrilege;  but,  after  having  been  mutilated 
and  trodden  under  foot,  this  once-revered  image 
found  its  way  to  the  mint  or  the  cannon-foundry. 
On  its  site  now  stands  an  elegant  coffeehouse, 
whence  you  may  enjoy  a  fine  view  of  the  stately 
buildings  which  adorn  the  quays  that  skirt  the 
riven 

While  admiring  the  magnificenoe  of  this  coup 
(Toeily  an  Englishman  cannot  avoid  being  struck 
by  the  multitude  of  washerwomen,  striving  to 
expel  the  dirt  from  linen,  by  means  of  battoirs,  or 
wooden  battledores.  On  each  side  of  the  Seine 
are  to  be  seen  some  hundreds  hard  at  work,  ranged 
in  succession,  along  the  sides  of  low  barks,  equal 
in  length  to  our  west-country  barges.  Such  is 
the  vigour  of  their  arm  that,  for  the  circumference 
of  half-a-mile,  the  air  resounds  with  the  noise  of 
their  incessant  bjows.     After  heating  the  Knen 
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for  some  time  in  this  merciless  manner,  they 
scrub  it  with  a  hard  brush,  in  lieu  of  soaping  it, 
so  that  a  shirt  which  has  passed  through  their 
hands  five  or  six  times  is  fit  only  for  making  lint* 
No  wonder  then  that  Frenchmen,  in  general, 
wear  coarse  linen:  a  hop-sack  could  not  long 
resist  so  severe  a  process.  However,  it  must  be 
confessed,  that  some  good  arises  from  this  evil. 
These  washerwomen  insensibly  contribute  to  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge;  for,  as  they  are  conti- 
nually reducing  linen  into  rags,  they  cannot  but 
considerably  increase  the  supply  of  that  article 
for  the  manufacture  of  paper. 

Compared  to  the  Thames,  even  above  bridge, 
the  Seine  is  far  from  exhibiting  a  busy  scene :  a 
ffew  rafts  of  wood  for  fuel,  and  some  barges  occa- 
sionqlly  in  motion,  now  and  then  relieve  the  mo- 
i^otony  pf  its  rarely-ruffled  surface.  At  this  mo- 
ment, its  navigation  is  impeded  from  its  stream 
"being  swpllen  by  the  late  heavy  rains.  Hence 
much  mischief  is  apprehended  to  the  country 
lying  contiguous  to  its  banks.  Many  parts  of 
Paris  are  overflowed :  in  some  streets  where  car- 
riages must  pass,  horses  ^Te  up  to  their  belly  in 
1^'ater;  while , pedestrians  are  under  the  necessity 
of  availing  themselves  of  the  temporary  bridges, 
formed  with  tressels  and  planks,  by  the  industrious 
Savoyards.  The  ill  consequences  of  this  inunda- 
tion are  already  felt,  I  assure  you;  being  engaged 
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to  dinn^  yesterday  in  th^  Rue  St.  Ihrentin,  I  w^s 
obliged  to  step  into  a  punt  in  order  to  reach  th^ 
bottom  of  the  stair-case ;  and  what  was  infinitely 
IBore  mortifying  to  th^e  master  of  the  hon^, 
vfB$  that,  the  cellar  being  rendered  ioaccessible, 
he  was  deprived  of  the  satisfaction  of  regaling  hi$ 
guests  with  his  best  claret. 

Qn  the  right  hg.nd  side  of  the  Poni  Neuf,  n\ 
crossing  that  bridge  from  the  Qtiai  de  VJ^cole  to 
the  Quai  de  Conti,  is  a  building,  thre^  storiesf 
high,  erected  on  piles,  with  its  front  standing 
between  the  first  and  second  arches.    It  is  called 

LA  SAMARITAINE. 

Over  the  dial  is  a  gilt  group,  representing  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  Samaritan  woman  near  Jacob's  well, 
pourtrayed  by  a  basin  into  which  falls  a  sheet  of 
water  issuing  from  a  shell  above.  Under  the  basin 
IS  the  following  inscription : 

Fons  Hortonim 
Futeus  aquarum  viventium. 

These  words  of  the  Gospel  are  here  not  un- 
aptly applied  to  the  destination  of  this  building, 
\yhieh  is  to  furnish  water  to  the  garden  of  the 
Tuileries,  whose  basins  were  not,  on  that  ac- 
count,  the  less  dry  half  the  year.  The  water  is 
raised  by  means  of  a  pump,  and  afterwards  distri* 
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lmted>  by  several  conduits,  to  the  Louvre  and  the 
f^al^is  du  Tribunat,  as  well  as  to  tlie  Tuileries. 

In  the  middle,  wd  ^bpve  the  arch,  is  a  su- 
perstructure of  timber-work  faced  with  gilt  lead, 
where  arc  the  bells  of  the  clock  and  those 
Qf  chiines,   which  ought  to    play    every   hajfp 

hour. 

This  tasteless  edifice  interrupts  the  view  ia 
^v^  direptiQH,  and  as  it  is  far  from  being  a9 
prnai^ent  to  th?  Pmt  N^,  no  one  could  now 
regret  its  entire  removal.  Under  the  old  regime^ 
however,   it  was  nothing  less  than  4  govi^m^ 

inent. 

Among  the  functions  of  the  governor,  wert 
included  the  care  of  the  clock,  which  scarcely 
ever  told  the  hour,  and  of  the  chimes,  which 
were  generally  out  of  order.  When  these 
chimes  used  to  delight  Henry  IV,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  they  were  kept  in  better  tune, 
Jt  was  customary  to  make  them  play  during 
all  public  cerejnonies^  and  especially  when  th^ 

king  passed. 

^'  The  Pont  Neiif  is  in  the  city  of  P^ris  wb?t 
ihe  heart  is  in  the  human  body,  the  centre 
pf  motion  and  circulation:  the  flux  and  reflui^ 
of  inhabitants  and  strangers  crowd  this  passage 
in  such  a  manner,  that,  in  order  to  meet  per^ 
sons  one  is  looking  for,  it  is  sufficiiMit  to  wajk 
here  for  an  hour  every  day.      Here  tlie  mour 
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chards,  or  spies  of  the  police,  take  their  sta- 
tion; and,  when  at  the  expiration  of  a  few  days, 
they  see  not  their  man,  they  positively  affirm 
that  he  is  not  in  Paris." 

Such  was  the  animated  picture  of  the  Pont 
Neuf,  as  drawn  by  Mercier  in  1788,  and  such  it 
really  was  before  the  revolution.  At  present,  though 
this  bridge  is  sometimes  thronged' with  passen- 
gers, it  presents  not,  according  to  my  observation, 
that  almost  continual  crowd  and  bustle  for  which 
it  was  formerly  distinguished.  No  stoppage  now 
from  the  press  of  carriages  of  any  description,  no 
difficulty  in  advancing  quickly  through  the  con- 
course of  pedestrians.  Fruit-women,  hucksters, 
hawkers,  pedlars,  indeed,  together  with  ambulating 
venders  of  lottery-tickets,  and  of  tisane^  crying 
^^  ^  lafraiche!  Qui  veut  botrer  here  take  their 
^tand  as  they  used,  though  not  in  such  numbers. 

But  the  most  sensible  diminution  is  among  the 
shoe-blacks,  who  stand  in  the  carriage-way,  and, 
with  all  their  implements  before  them,  range 
themselves  along  the  edge  of  the  very  elevated 
trottoir  or  foot-rpavement.  The  dccrotteurs  of  the 
Font  Neufw'Qxe  once  reputed  masters  of  the  art: 
their  foresight  was  equal  to  their  dexterity  and  ex- 
pedition. For  the  very  moderate  sum  of  two 
iiards^  they  enabled  an  abbe  or  a  poet  to  present 
himself  in  the  gilded  apartments  of  a  dutches. 
\i  it  rained,  or  the  rays  of  the  sun  were  unoom- 
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mwly  ardent,  they  put  into  his  hand  an  umbrella 
to  protect  the  economy  of  his  head-dress  during 
the  operation.  Theif  great  patrons  have  disap- 
peared, and,  in  lieu  of  a  constant  succession  of 
customers^  the  few  deaoUeurs  who  remain  at 
their  old-established  station,  are  idle  half  the  day 
for  want  of  employment. 

These  Savoyards  generally  practise  more  than 
*on6  trade,  as  is  indicated  by  the  enseigne  which 
is  affixed,  on  a  short  pole^  above  their  tool-box.* 


La  France  tond  les 
chiens  coupe  les  chats 
proprement  et  sa  fcmnie 
vat  en  ville  et  en  campagne 


.  Change  the  name  only,  and  such  i?^  line  for 
line,  letter  for  letter,  the  most  ordinary  style 
of  their  annonc€k  It  is,  however,  to  be  pre- 
isumed,  that  the  republican  beltes  have  adopted 
other  'favourites  instead  of  dogs  and  cats ;  for 
rib  longer  is  seen,  as  in  the  days  of  royalty, 
the  aspiring  or  favoured  lover  carrying  his  mis- 
tress's kp-dog  in  the  public  promenades.  In 
fact,  the  business  of  dog-shearing,  &c.  seems 
full  as  dead  in  this  part  of  Paris  as  that  of 
shoe-cleaning.  The  artists  of  the  Pont  Netif 
arcj  consequently^  chop-fallen ;  and  hilarity  which 
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formerly  shone  on  their  countenance,  k  noW  stttr*' 
ceeded  by  gloomy  sadness. 

At  the  foot  of  the  Pont  Neuf^  on  the  Q«4f 
Ae  la  Feraille,  recruiting-officers  wsed  to  imfurf 
their  inviting  banners^  uni  neglect  nothing  that 
art  and  cunning  could  devise  to  insnare  ^  igno* 
rant,  the  idle,  and  the  unwary.  The  means  whictl 
they  sometimes  employed  were  no  lesai  whim- 
sical than  various:  the  lover  erf  wine  was  in-*- 
vited  to  a  public-house,  where  he  might  intoid- 
cate  himself;  the  glutton  was  tempted  by  the 
sight  of  ready-dressed  turkies,  fowls,  sausages, 
&c.  suspended  to  a  long  pole ;  and  the  youth, 
inclined  to  libertinism,  was  seduced  by  the  me- 
retricious allurements  of  a  well-tutored  doxy. 
To  second  these  manteuvres,  the  recruiter  fol- 
lowed the  object  of  his  prey  with  a  bag  of 
money,  which  he  chinked  occasionally,  Crying 
out  "  Qui  en  veutf*  and,  in  this  manner^  an 
army  of  heroes  was  completed.  It  is  almost  su- 
perfluous to  add,  that  the  necessity  of  sach 
stratagems  is  obviated,  by  the  present  mode  of 
raising  soldiers  by  conscription. 

Before  we  quit  the  Pont  Netif^  I  must  re- 
late to  you  an  adventure  which,  in  the  year 
1786,  happened  to  our  friend  P- — — ^,  who 
is  now  abroad,  in  a  situation  of  coiiaider- 
able  trust   and  emolument.      He   was,   at  that 
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time,  a  half-pay  subaltern  in  the  British  army, 
arid  visited  Paris,  as  well  from  motives  of  eco- 
nomy as  from  a  desire  of  acquiring  the  French 
language.  Being  a  tall,  fresh-coloured  young 
mcfti,  as  he  was  one  day  crossing  the  Pont 
Neufy  he  caught  the  eye  of  a  recruiting-officer, 
who  followed  him  from  the  Quai  de  la  Feraille 
to  a  cofFee-house,  in  the  Rue  St.  Honore,  which 
our  Englishman  frequented  for  the  sake  of  read- 
ing the  London  newspapers.  The  recruiter,  with 
all  the  art  of  a  crimp  combined  with  all  the  po- 
liteness of  a  courtier,  made  up  to  him  under 
pretence  of  having  relations  in  England,  and  en- 
deavoured, by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  in- 
sinuate himself  hito  the  good  graces  of  his  new 
acquaintance.  P ,  by  way  of  sport,  en- 
couraged the  eagerness  of  the  recruiter,  who 
lavished  on  him  every  Sort  of  civility;  peaches 
in  brandy,  together  with  the  choicest  refresh- 
ments that  a  Parisian  coffee-house  could  afford, 
were  offered  to  him  and  accepted:  but  not  the 
Smallest  hint  was  dropped  of  the  motive  of  all  this 
more  than  friendly  attention.  At  length,  the  re- 
cruiter, thinking  that  he  might  venture  to  break 
the  ice,  depicted,  in  the  most  glowing  colours,  the 
pleasures  and  advantages  of  a  military  life,  and 
declared  ingenuously   that  nothing  would  make 

him  so  happy  as  to  have  our  countryman  P 

fur  his  comrade.     Without  absolutely  accepting 
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or  rejecting  his  offer,  P-^ — : begged  a  littfe 

delay  in  order  to  consider  of  the  matter,  at  the? 
same  time  hinting  that  tliere  was,  at  that  mo- 
ment, a  small  obstacle  to  his  incKnation.  The 
recruiter,  like  a  pioneer,  promised  to  remove  it, 
grasped  his  hand  with  joy  and  exultation,  and 
departed,  singing  a  song  of  the  same  import  2s 
that  of  Serjeant  Kite; 

*^  Come  brave  boys,  'tis  one  to  ten, 
**  But  we  return  all  gentlemen/^ 

In  a  few  days,  the  recruiter  again  met  Mr*- 

J>, —   at  his  accustopr>ed  rendezvotrs ;  when/ 

after  treating  him  with  coffee,  liqueur,  &c.  her 
came  dircctly  to  the  point,  but  neglected  not 
to  introduce  Into  his  discourse  every  persuasive 

allurement.      P y   finding  himself  pushed- 

home,  reminded  the  recruiter  of  the  obstacfe  to 
which  he  had  before  alluded,  and,  to  convince 
him  of  its  existence,  put  into  his  hand  Kfis' 
Britannic  Majesty's  commission.  The  astonish- 
ment and  confusion  of  the  French  recruiter  were 
$o  great  that  he  was  unable  to  make  any  re- 
ply; but  instantly  retired,  venting  a  tremendous 
ejaculation. 
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Pdris'y  December  13^  1801. 

lif  this  giay  capital,  balls  succeed  to  ;balls  in  an 
alniost  incredible  varietyw  There  are  actually  an 
immense  number  every  Evening ;  so  that  persons 
fond  of  the  amusement  of  dancing  have  full  scope 
for  the  exercise  of  their  talents  in  Paris. .  It  is 
hd  longer  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me  that  the 
Frerlch  women  dance  so  well,  since  I  find  that  they 
take  frequent  lessons  from  their  master,  and, 
almost  every  tiight,  they  are  at  a  dance  of  one 
kind  or  another.  Added  to  this,  the  same  set  o 
datices  lasts  the  whole  season,  and  go  where  you 
will,  you  have  a  repetition  of  the  sarn^.  However, 
this  detracts  not  in  the  sitiallest  degree  from  the 
merit  of  those  Parisian  .  belles  who  shine  as  first- 
rate  dancers.  The  mechanical  part  of  the  busi- 
ness, as  Mr.  C  ■  g  would  call  it,  they  may  thus 
acquire  by  constant  practice;  but  the  decorative 
part,  if  i  may  so  term  the  fascinating  grace  which 
.  they  display  in  all  their  movements,  is  that  the 
result  of  study,  or  do  they  hold  it  from  the 
bounteous  hand  of  Nature  ? 

While  I  aiil  speaking  of  balls,  I  must  inform  you 
that,  since  the  private  ball  of  which  I  gave  you  so 
circumstantial  an  account,  I  have  been  at  Several 
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others,  also  private,  but  of  a  different  complexion } 
inasmuch  as  pleasure,  not  profit,  was  the  mo- 
tive for  which  they  were  given,  and  the  company 
was  more  select ;  but,  in  point  of  general  arrange- 
ment, I  found  them  so  like  the  former,  that  I  did 
not  think  it  worth  whild  to  make  any  one  of 
them  the  subject  of  a  distinct  letter.  In  this  line 
Madame  Recamier  takes  the  lead,  but  though  her 
balls  are  more  splendid,  those  of  Madame  Sou- 
biran  are  more  agreeable.  On  the  21st  of. 
Frimaire,  which  was  yesterday,  I  was  at  a  public 
ball  of  the  most  brilliant  kind  now  known  in  Paris^ 
It  was  the  first  of  the  subscription  given  this  sea- 
son, and,  from  the  name  of  the  apartment 
where  it  is  held,  it  is  styled   the 

BAL  DU  SALON  DES  fiXRANGERS. 

Midnight  is  the  general  hour  for  the  com-* 
mencement  of  such  diversions ;  but,  owing  to  the 
long  train  of  carriages  setting  down  company 
at  this  ball,  it  was  near  two  o'clock  before  I 
could  arrive  at  the  scene  of  action,  in  the  Rue 
Grange  Batelihe,  near  the  Boulevards. 

After  I  alighted  and  presented  my  ticket, 
some  time  elapsed  before  I  could  squeeze  into 
the  room  where  the  dancing  was  going  for- 
ward. The  spectators  were  here  so  intermixed 
)vith  the  dancers,  that  they  formed  around  them 
a  border  as  complete  as  a  frame  to  a  picture^ 
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yt  Is  astonishing  that,  tindef  such  circumstanceg^ 
a  Parisian  Terpsichore,  far  from  being  embar- 
rassed, lays  fresh  claim  to  your  applause.  With 
mathematical  precision,  she  measures  With  her 
^ye  the  space  to  which  she  is  restricted  by  the 
curiosity  of  the  by-standers.  ^  Rapid  as  lightning, 
she  springs  forward  till  the  measure  recalling  her 
to  the  place  she  left,  she  traces  her  orbit,  like  a 
planet,  at  the  same  time  revolving  on  her  axis. 
Sometimes  her  ^^  light,  fantastic  toe'*  will  ap- 
proach within  half  an  inch  of  your  foot;  nay, 
ypu  shall  almost  feel  her  breath  on  your  cheek, 
and  still  she  will  not  touch  you,  except^  perhaps^ 
with  the  skirt  of  her  floatbg  tunic* 

Among  the  female  part  of  the  company,  I  ob- 
served several  lovely  women;  some,  who  might 
have  been  taken  for  Asiatic  sultanas,  irradiatino; 
the  space  around  them  by  the  dazzling  brilliancy 
of  their  ornaments;  others,  without  jewels,  but 
calling  in  every  other  iid  of  dress  for  the  embel- 
lishment of  tfieir  person ;  and  a  few^  rich  in  their 
native  charms  alone>  verifying  the  expression  of 
the  poet.  Truth  compels  me  to  acknowledge 
that  six  or  eight  English  ladies  here  were  totally  . 
eclipsed.  f^5r  the  honour  of  my  cbuntry,  I  could 
have  wished  for  a  better  specimen  of  our  excel- 
lence in  female  beauty*  No  women  in  the  world, 
or  at  least  none  that  ever  I  have  met  with  in  tho?. 
different  quarters  I  have  visited,  are  handsoiper 
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than  the  English^  in  point  of  complexion   and 
features.     This  is  a  fact  wh\ch  Frenchmen  them- 
selves admit ;  but  for  grace,  say  they,  our  conn-^ 
trywomen  stand  unrivalled.    I  am  rather  inclined 
to  subscribe  to  this  opinion.  .  In  a  well-educated 
French  woman,  there  is  an  ease,  an  affability,  a 
desire  to  please  .and  be  pleased,  which  not  only 
render  her  manners  peculiarly  engaging,  but  alsa 
influence  her  gait,  her  gestures,  her  whole  de- 
portment in   short,    and  .  captivate .  admiration* 
Her  natural  cheerfulness  and  vivacity  spread  over 
her  features  an  animation  seldom  to  be  found  ift 
our  English  fair,  whose  general  characteristics  ar<i 
reserve  and  coldness.    Hence  that  striking  ex- 
pression which  exhibits  the  grace  of  the  French 
belles  to  superior  advantage^ 

Although  my  memory  frequently  disappoints 
me  when  I  wish  to  retain  names,  I  have  contrived 
to  recollect  those  of  three  of  the  most  remarkable 
women  in  the  ballrroom.  I  shall  therefore  com- 
mit them  to  paper  before  I  forget  them.  Madame 
la  Princesse  de  Santa-Croce  displayed  more  dia- 
monds than  any  of  her  competitors;  Mademoi- 
selle Lescot  was  the  best  dancer  among  several 
ladies  renowned  for  dancing;  and  Madame  Tal- 
lien  was,  on  the  whole,  the  handsomest  female 
that  I  saw.  in  the  room.  There  might  possibly  be 
women  more  beautiful  than  she  at  this  ball,  but 
they  did  not  come  under  my  observation. 
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-  1  had  previously  seen  Madame  Tallien  at  the 
Gpera  Buffky  and  was  struck  by  her  appearance 
before  I  knew  who  she  was.  On  seeing  her 
again  at  the  Salon  des  Etrangers,  I  inquired  of  a 
French  lady  of  my  acquaintance^  whose  under- 
standing and  discernment  are  pre-eminent,  if  Ma-, 
dame  T  had  nothing  tp  recommend  her  but 
Jher  personal  attractions?  The  lady's  answer  is 
too  remarkable  for  me  not  to  repeat  it,  which  I 
will  do  verbatim.  "  In  Madame  T — p-/'  said 
she,  ^^  beauty,  wit,  goodness  of  heart,  grace, 
^  talents,  all  are  united.  In  a  gay  world,  where 
^^  malice  subsists  in  all  its  force,  her  inconsis- 
tencies alone  have  been  talked  of,  without  any 
mention  being  made  of  the  numeroi\s  acts  of 
"  beneficence  which  h^ve  balanced,  if  they  haVe 
*^  not  effaced,  her  weakness.  Would  you  be- 
"  lieve,"  continued  she,  "  that,  in  Paris,  the 
grand  theatre  of  misconduct,  where  moral 
obligations  are  so  much  disregarded,  where 
^^  we  daily  commit  actions  which  we  condemn  ih 

*^  others ;  would  you  believe,  that  Madaniie  T- 

^*^  experiences  again  and  ^gain  the  mortification  of 
^*  being  deprived  of  the  society  of  this  or  th^t 
^*  woman  who  has  nothing  to  boast  of  but  her 
^*  depr^^vity,  and  c^mnot  plead  one  act  of  kind- 
^^  ness,  or  even  indulgence  ?  This  picture  is  very 
^^  dark,"  added  she,  ^^  but  the  colouring  is  true." 
1^«  What  yo\^  tell  me,"  observed  |,  /-^  proves 
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"  that,  notwithstanding  the  irruption  of  immora* 
lity,  attributed  to  the  revolution,  it  is  still  ne- 
cessary for  a  woman  to  preserve  appearances  at 
*^  least,  in  order  to  be  received  here  in  what  is 
"  termed  the  best  company." — ^*  Yes,  indeed,'* 
replied  she ;  *Mf  a  woman  neglects  that  main 
point  in  Paris,  she  will  soon  find  herself  low^ 
ered  in  the  opinion  of  the  fashionable  world, 
and  be  at  last  excluded  from  even  the  secondary 
^^  circles.  In  London,  your  people  of  fashion  are 
*^  not  quite  so  rigid." — ^^  If  a  husband  chooses 
^^  to  wink  at  his  wife's  incontinence,"  rejoined  I, 
^^  the  world  on  our  side  of  the  water  is  sufficiently 
^f  complaisant  to  follow  his  example.  Now  with 
*^  you,  character  is  made  to  deper^d  morfe  on  the 
^^  observance  of  etiquette;  and,  certainly,  hypocrisy^ 
^^  when  detected,  is  of  more  prejudice  to  society 
*^  than  barefaced  profiigacy/'^-^The  lady  then  re- 
sumed thus  concerning  the  subject  of  my  in- 
quiry. ^^  Were  some  people  to  hear  me,"  said 
she,  ^^  they  might  think  that  I  had  drawn  you  a 
^^  flattering  portrait  of  Madame  T  and  say^ 

^^  by  way  of  contrast,  when  the  devil  became  old, 
*^  he  turned  hermit;  but  I  should  answer  that, 
^^  for  some  years,  no  twenty^four  hours  have 
^^  elapsed  without  persons,  whom  I  could  name 
^^  on  occasion,  having  begun  their  daily  career  by 
*'  going  to  see  her,  who  saved  their  life,  when,  to 
^^  accomplish  that  object,  she  hazarded  her .  own," 
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Here  then  is  an  additional  instance  of  the 
noble  energy  manifested  by  women  during  the 
most  calamitous  periods  of  the  revohition.  Un- 
appalled  by  the  terrors  of  capti\  ity  or  of  deaths 
their  sensibility  impelled  them  to  brave  the  fero- 
city of  sanguinary  tyrants,  in  order  to  administer 
hope  or  comfort  to  a  parent,  a  husband,  a  relation, 
or  a  friend.  Some  of  these  heroines,  though  in 
the  bloom  of  youth,  not  content  with  sympa- 
thizing in  the  misfortunes  of  others,  gave  them- 
selves up  as  a  voluntary  sacrifice,  rather  than 
survive  those  whose  preservation  they  valued  more 
than  their  own  existence.  Rome  may  vaunt  her 
Porcia,  or  her  Cornelia ;  but  the  page  of  her 
history  can  produce  no  such  exaltation  of  the 
female  character  as  has  been  exhibited  within  the 
last  ten  years  by  French  women.  Examples,  like 
these,  of  generosity,  fortitude,  and  ^greatness  of 
soul,  deserve  to  be  recorded  to  the  end  of  time, 
as  they  do  honour  to  the  sex,  and  to  human 
nature. 

If,  according  to  the  scale  of  Parisian  enjoy- 
ment, a  ball  or  rout  is  dull  and  insipid,  ^  moins 
quon  he  manque  d^y  ^h'e  etoxiffe^  how  supreme 
must  have  been  the  satisfaction  of  the  company 
at  the  Salon  des  Etrangers  !  The  number  present, 
estimated  at  seven  or  eight  hundred,  occasioned 
so  great  a  crowd  that  it  was  by  no  means  an  easy 
enterprise  to  pass  from   one  room  to  another. 
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Of  course,  there  was  po^  opportunity  of  viewing 
the  apartments  to  advantage;  however,  I  saw 
enough  of  them  to  remark  th2\,t  Xhoy  formed  a 
suite  elegantly  decorated.  Some  persons  amuse(!l 
themselves  with  cards,  though  the  gr^t  majo* 
rity  neither  played  nor  danced,  but  were  occut 
pied  in  conversing  with  their  acqviaintance^ 
There  Was  no  regular-  supper,  but  substantial 
refreshments  of  every  kind  were  to  be  procured 
on  paying ;  and  other  smaller  ones,  gratis. 

From  the  tickets  not  being  transfiaraljl e,  and 
the  bearer's  name  being  inserted  in  each  of  them^^ 
the  company  was  far  more  select  than  it  could 
have  been  without  such  a  restriction.      Most  of 
the  foreign  ambassadors,  envoys,  &c.  were  pre^ 
sent,  and  many  of  the  most  distinguished  per* 
sons  of  both  sexes  in  Paris.     More  regard  wa^ 
paid  to  the  etiquette  of  dress  at  this  ball  thai^ 
I    have    ever  witnessed  here  on   similar    occa* 
sions.      The  ladies,  as  I  have  before  said,  were 
all  engrande  toihtte\  and  the  men  with  cockec^ 
hats,   and   in   shoes  and  stockings,   which  is  a 
novelty  here,  I  assure  you,  as  they  mostly   ap-^ 
pear  in  boots.      But  what  surprised  me  not  a 
little,  was  to  observe  several  inconsiderate  French 
youths  wear  bl^ck  cockades.     Should  they  per- 
sist in  such  an  absurdity,  I  shall  be  still  more 
surprised,   if  they  escape  admonition  from  the 
police.      This  fashion .  seemed   to   be  the   ignh. 
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J^ttms  of  the  moment;  it  was  nevar  before  ex- 
})ibited  in  public^  and  probably  will  be  but  of 
^phemer^  duration. 

I  cannot  take  leavQ  of  this  ball  without  com^ 
municatiqg  to  you  a  circumstance  which  oc-^ 
curred  there,  and  which,  from  the  extravagant 
credulity  it  exhibits  in  regard  to  the  effects  of 
sympathy,  may  possibly  amuse  you  for  a  mo- 
jnent.  , 

A  widow,  about  twenty  years  of  age,  mora 
jto  be  admired  for  the  symmetry  of  her  person 
than  for  the  beauty  of  her  features,  had,  ao 
cording  to  the  prevailing  custom,  intrusted  her 
pocket-handkerchief  to,  the  car^  of  a  male  friend^j 
a  gentlemanlike  young  Frenchman  of  my  ac-r 
quaintance*  After  dancing,  the  lady  finding 
herself  rather  warm,  applied  for  her  hand- 
kerchief, with  which  she  wiped  her  forphead, 
and  returned  it  to  the  gentleman,  who  again 
put '  it  into  his  pocket.  He  then  danced, 
but  not  with  her;  and,  being  also  heated,  he, 
by  mistake,  took  out  the  lady's  handkerchief, 
which,  when  applied  to  his  face,  produced,  as 
he  fancied,  such  an  effect  on  him,  that,  though 
he  had  previously  regarded  her  with  a  sort  of 
indifference,  frpm  that  moment  she  engaged  all 
his  attention,  and  he  was  unable  to  direct  his 
eyes,  or  even  his  thoughts,  to  any  other  obr 
ject 
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Some  philosophers,  as  is  well  known,  have 
mamtained  that  from  all  bodies  there  is  an  ema- 
nation of  corpuscles,  which,  coming  into  con- 
tact with  onr  organs,  make  on  the  brain  aa 
impression,  either  more  of  less  sympathetic,  or 
of  a  directly-opposite  nature.  They  tell  you, 
for  instance,  that  of  two  women  whom  you  be- 
hold for  the  first  time,  the  one  the  least  hand- 
some will  sometimes  please  you  most,  because 
there  exists  a  greater  sympathy  between  you 
and  her,  than  between  you  and  the  more  beau- 
tiful woman.  Without  attempting  to  r^te  this 
absurd  doctrine  of  corpuscles,  I  shall  only  ob- 
serve that  this  young  Frenchman  is  completely 
smitten,  and  declares  that  no  woman  in  the^ 
world  can  be  compared  to  the  widow. 
\  This  circumstance  reminds  me  of  a  still*  more 
reAiarkable  effect,  ascribed  to  a  similar  cause, 
experienced  by  Henry  III  of  FVance.  The  mar- 
riage of  the  king  of  Navarre>  afterwards  Henry 
IV,  with  Marguerite  de  Vateis,  and  that  of  the 
Prince  de  Conde  with  Marie  de  Cleves,  was 
celebrated  at  the  Lowre  on  the  lOth  of  Au- 
gust, 1572.  Marie 'de  Gleves,  then  a  most 
lovely  creature  only  sixteen^  after  dancing  much, 
finding  herself  incommoded  by  the  heat  of  the 
ball-room,  retired  to  a  private  apartment,  where 
one  of  the  waiting-women  of  the  queen-dowager, 
seeing  her  in  a  profuse  perspiration,  persuadcdf 
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lier  to  make  an  entire  change  of  dress.  She 
h^d  scarcely  left  the  room  when  the  Duke  of 
Anjou^  afterwards  Henry  III^  who  had  also 
danced  a  great  deal^  entered  it  to  adjust  his- 
hair,  and,  being  overheated,  wiped  his  face  witii 
the  first  thing  that  he  found,  which  happened 
to  be  the^  shift  she  had  just  taken  off.  Re- 
turning to  the  ball,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  her, 
and  contemplated  her  with  as  much  surprise 
as  if  he  had  never  before  beheld  her.  His 
amotion,  his  transports,  and  the  attention  which 
he  began .  to  pay  her,  were  the  more  extraordi- 
nary, as  during  the  preceding  week,  which  she 
had  passed  at  court,  he  appeared  indifferent  to 
those  very  charms  which  now  made  on  his 
heart  an  impression  so  warm  and  so  lasting. 
In  short,  he  became  insensible  to  every  thing 
that  did  not  relate  to  his  passion. 

His  election  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  say 
historians,  far  from  flattering  him,  appeared  to 
him  an  exile,,  and  when  he  was  in  that  king- 
dom,, absence,  far  from  diminishing  his  love, 
seemed  to  increase  it.  Whenever  he  addressed 
the  princess,  he  pricked  his  finger,  and  never 
wrote  tp  her  but  with  his  blood.  No  sooner 
was  he  informed  of  the  death  of  Charles  IX, 
than  h^  dispatched  a  courier  to  assure  her  that 
she  should  soon  be   queen  of  France;  and,  on 

hi^  return,  his  thovights  were  solely  bent  on 
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dissolving;  her  marriage  with  the  Prince  de 
Conde,  which^  on  account  of  the  latter  being  4 
protestant,  he  expected  to  accomplish.  But  this 
determination  proved  fatal  to  the  {»rincess|  for, 
ihortly  after^  she  was  attacked  by  a  violent  ilU 
nesSf  attributed  to  poison^  which  carried  her  off 
in  tlie  flower  of  her  age. 

No  words  can  paint  Henry^s  despair  at  this 
event:  he  passed  several  days  in  tears  and  groans: 
and  when  he  w^s  at  length  obliged  to  shew  him- 
self in  public,  he  appeaa*ed  in  deep  mourning, 
and  entirely  covered  with  emblepis  of  deadi> 
even  to  his  very  shoe*strings« 

The  Princess  de  Conde  had  been  dead  up- 
wards of  four  months^  and  buried  in  the  abbey- 
church  of  St.  Germain-'des-'PreSj  wh«fi  Henry, 
on  entering  the  abbey,  whither  he  was  invited 
to  a  grand  entertainment  given  there  by  Cardi-* 
nal  de  Bourbon,  felt  such  violent  tremblings  at 
his  heart,  that  not  being  ^ble  to  endure  their 
continuance,  he  was  going  away ;  but  they  ceased 
all  at  once,  on  the  body  of  the  princess  being' 
removed  from  its  tomb,:  and  conveyed  elsewhere 
for  that  evening. 

His  mother,  Catherine  de  Medicis,  by  pre- 
vailing on  him  to  marry  Louise  de  VaudemontA 
one  of  the  most  beautifvil  women  in  Ewope^ 
hoped  that  she  would  make  him  forget  her  whom 
death  had  snatched  from  him,  and  he  himsel- 
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|)6rhaps  indulged  a  similar  hope  t  but  the  memoirs 
of  those  times  concur  in  asserting  that  the  image 
of  the  Princess  de  Conde  was  never  effaced  from 
his  heart,  and  that,  to  the  day  of  his  assassination^ 
which  did  not  happen  till  seventeen  years  after, 
v^hatever  efforts  he  made  to  subdue  his  passioii> 
tvere  wholly  unavailing* 

Sympathy  is  a  sentiment  to  which  few  persons 
attach  the  vsame  ideas.  '  It  may  be  classed  in 
three  distinct  species;  The  first  seems  to  hav6 
Ian  immediate  connexion  with  the  senses;  tlie 
second,  with  the  heart ;  and  the  third,  with  the. 
mind*  Although  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
preference  we  bestow  on  this  or  that  woman  is 
the  result  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  these^  or 
even  of  all  three  together ;  yet  the  analysis  of  owr 
attachments  is^  in  some  cases,  so  difficult  as  to 
defy  the  investigation  of  reason*  For,  as  the  old 
song  says,  some  lovers 

Will  ^^  whimpei'  and  whine 
^^  For  lilies  and  roses, 
*^  For  eyes,  lips,  and  noses, 
^^  Ot-  a  tip  of' an  ear,'* 

To  cut  the  matter  short,  I  think  it  fully  proved, 
by  the  example  of  some  of  the  wisest  men,  that 
the  affections  are  often  c'aptivated'  by  something 
indefinable,  or,  in  the  Words  of  Corneille, 

^  Par  unje  ne  sais  quoi — qu'on  ne  pent  esprimn\'\    . 
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LETTER  XXXIIL 

Parts,  December  14,  1801^ 

I  hjiv^  already  spoken  to  you  of  the  Pont  Neufj 
To  the  east'  of  it,  as  you  will  see  by  the  Plan  of 
Paris,  the  small  islands  in  the  middle  of  the  Seine 
are  connected  to  its  banks  by  several  bridges  ;f 
while  to  the  west,  there  are  two  only,  though  ^ 
third  is  projected,  and,  previously  to  the  late  rise 
of  the  river,  workmen^  were  employed  in  drivings 
piles  for  the  foundation-  I  shall  now  describe  W 
you  these  twp  bridges,  beginning  with  the  ' 

PONT  NATIONAL. 

Before  the  revolution,  this  bridge  bore  the  ap'^ 
pdlation  of  Pont  Royal,  from  its  having  been 
built  by  Lewis  XIV,  and  the  expenses  defrayed 
out  of  his  privy  purse,  to  supply  the  place  of  a^ 
of  wood,  situated  opposite  to  the  Louvre,  which 
was  carried  away  by  the  ice  in  1 684»  It  is  reck-» 
oned  one  of  the  most  solid  bridges  in  Paris, 
and,  till  the  existence  of  the  Pont  de  la  Concorde^ 
was  the  only  one  built  across  the  river,  without 
t|Jcing  advantag^crf"  the  islands  above-mentionedi 
It  stands  on  four  piles,  farming  with  the  two 
abutments  five  elliptical  arches  of  a  handsome 
sweep-     The  span  of  the  centre  arch  is  seventy- 
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two  feet,  that  of  the  t*ro  adjoining  sixty-six,  and 
Ihat  of  the  two  outer  ones  sixty.  On  leach  side 
fe  a  raised  pavement  for  foot-piassengers,  in  the 
middle  of  which  I  should  imagine  that  there  is 
breadth  sufRci^ni  to  admit  of  four  carriages 
passing  abreast* 

Gabriel  had  undertaken  this  bridge  from  the 
designs  of  Mansard.  The  work  was  akeady  in  a 
state  of  forwardness,  when,  at  a  pile  on  the  side  of 
the  Faubourg  St.  Germain,  the  former  could  not 
succeed  in  excluding  the  water.  A  Jacobin,  not  a 
clubist,  but  a  Jacobin  friar,  one  Francois  Ro- 
MAIN,  who  had  just  finished  the  bridge  of  Stras- 
burg,  was  sent  for  by  the  king  to  the  assistance 
of  the  French  architects,  and  had  the  honour  of 
completing  the  rest  of  the  work. 

In  the  time  of  Henry  IV,  there  was  no  bridge 
over  this  part  of  the  rivers  which  he.  used  fre- 
quently to  cross  in  the  first  boat  that  presented 
itself.  Returning  one  day  from  the  chace,  in  a 
plain  hunting-dress,  and  having  with  him  only 
two  or  three  gentlemen,  he  stepped  into  a  skifF 
to  be  carried  over  from  the  Faubourg  Si.  Germain 
to  the  Tuileries.  Perceiving  that  he  was  not 
known  by  the  waterman,  he  asked  him  what 
people  said  of  the  peace,  meaning  the  peace  of 
Vervins,  which  was  just  concluded.  ^^  Faith!  I 
*^  don't  understand  this  sort  of  peace,"  answered 
the  waterman ;  "  there  are  taxes  on  every  thing^^ 
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**  and  ^veh  on  this  misemble  boat,  with  i*hjch  t 
"•  havfe  a  hard  matter  to  earii  my  bread." — ^^  And 
'^  does  not  the  king/*  continued-  Henry,  "  \n- 
^  tend  to  light€in  these  taxes  ?**— ^^  I'he  king' 
'^  is  a  good  kind  of  iiian  ehough,'^  replied  the 
waterman ;  *'  but  he  has^a  lady  who  must  needs 

have  so  tnany  fine  goWns  and  gewgaws;  and 

'tis  we  who  pay  for  all  that.  One  wduld  hot 
^^  think  so  much  of  it  feither,  if  shfe  kept  to  him 
*5  dnly;  but,  they  say,  she  sufRirs  herself  to  be 
*'  kissed  by  many  others." 

Heiiry  IV  was  so  amused  by  this  coilversatiori, 
that,  the  next  morning,  he  sent  for  the  waterman, 
tod  made  him  repeat^  word  for  word,  before  the 
jbutchess  of  B^aufdrt,  all  that  he  had  said  thef 
preceding  evening.  The  Dutchess,  much  irri- 
tated^ was  for  having  him  hanged.  "  You  afe  a 
'^  foolish  woman,"  saici  Heilry ;  '^  this  is  a  poor 
^^  devil  whom  poverty  has  put  out  of  humour. 
*^  In  f^iture,  he  shall  pay  no  tax  for  his  boaty 
**^  and  1  am  convinced  that  he  will  then  «ing 
**  every  day,    Five  Henri  /  Five  Gabrielle  /" 

The  north  end  of  the  Pont  Natiorial  face? 
the  wing  of  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries  dis- 
tinguished by  the  name  of  the  Pavilion  de  Flore: 
From  -the  middle  of  this  bridge,  yoii  see  tlie 
city  in  a  striking  point  of  view.  Here,  Che  ce- 
lebrated Marshal  de  Catinat  used  frequently  to 
make   it  part  of  his    morning^s  amusement    to 
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they  passed.  That  pintt^(^Ri(f'\vibfnbr  oi^^n  de- 
xm^  tii^t'  he'  ne^'  b^lfeld:  titiy  tiling  equal  to 
th6  cott/5"  dfveiP  froih  tiiiis^  sfeticftii  fh  fact/oti 
tH*  ori^  sidi,  yoti- discovei^  tiie^  svip^Vb  gallery' 
srf  tHfe  LdUvfe;  eirteSKfiiig' fforii  thit  palac6  to 
thie"  lMii!kes\  and,  oti  the  othe^,  the  Palais  du 
CofJ&^  Ltgidatif,  ancf  a^  loii^''  raiigfe'  oiF  other' 
ttiagnificeik  buildings,  skirting^  the  qu^ys  on 
^Bth:  biattk  of  the  riv^r. 

These  quays,  nearly  tb'thfli  ri\imlSer  of  thirty, 
{are  faced  with  stone,  and  clowned  with  parapets 
breast  high,  which,  in  eighteen  or  twenty  dif- 
fSWrit  spots,  op^n  to  fo^rm^  wktferihg^plafces.  The 
l^ttc;  being;  riiu5*  cdiifiheds  withm^  its^  bed,  the 
€ye  1^  nevef'  dispfeafeed  Here  by  tlte  sight  of 
riiuddy  bii&s  like  tJiose  of  the  Thames,  or  the 
i«li?e  oflferidtetf-by^  the  srti^  arfsihg^ '  rirom  the 
fSffi^  wftiidri^  tfife  cotaihicjii  seWfers  cbtivey  to  the 
rtV^r.-' 

The  galtbt  of  St.  Cloud  regiilWy  takes  its 
departure  from  the  Pont  NationaL  Formerly* 
ojfi 'Stmdsfy^  aild^  hoKdays,  it  used  to  be  a  very 
entertaining  sight  to  contemplate  the  Paris  cock- 
riies  crdwdirig  ihtd  this  vessel;  Those  who  ar- 
rived too  late,  jumped  into  the  first  entpty  boat, 
which  fre(![u^tiy  ovetset^  eithei'  through  th6  un. 
skilfulhess  of  the-w?ct<5rmatr,  or  from  being  over- 

VOL.  I.  ^^ 
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loaded.  In  consequence  of  such  accidentSi  the 
boats  of  the  Seine  are  prohibited  from  taking. 
mcNre  than  sixteen  passengers.  ^ 

Not  many  years  ago,  an  excursion  to  St.  Clmd 
by  water,  was  an  important  voyage  to  some  of 
the  Parisians,  as  you  may  see  by  referring  to- 
the  picture  which  has  been  drawn  of  it,  undet 
the  title  of  '^  Foyage  dc  Paris  ct  Samt  Cloud  par 
"  mer^  et  le  retaur  de  Saint  Cloud  d  Paris  par 
''  terrer 

Following  the  banks  of.  the  Seine,  towards  the 
west,  we  next  come  to  the 

PONT  DE  LA  CONCORDE. 

This  bridge,  which  had  long  been  wished  for 
and  projected,  was  begun  in  1787,  and  finished 
in  1790.  Its  southern  extremity  stands  oppo- 
site to  the  Palais  du  Corps  Ligislatifi  while 
that  of  the  not'th  faces  the  •  Place  de  la  Con^ 
cordcy  whence  it  not  only  derives  its  presait 
appellation,  but  has  always  experienced  every 
change  of  name  to  which  the  former  has  been 
subject. 

The  lightness  of  its  apearance  is  less  striking 
to  those  who  have  seen  the  Pont  de  Neuillyy , 
in  which  Perronet,  Engineer  of  bridges  and 
highways,  has,  iy  the  construction  of  arches 
nearly  flat,  so  eminently  distinguished  hiniself. 
He  is  likewise  the  architect  of  this  bridge,  which 
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h  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  in  length  by 
forty-eight  in  breadth.  Like  the  PorU  National, 
it  consists  of  five  elliptical  arches.  The  span 
of  the  centre  arch  is  ninety-six  feet;  that  of 
the.  collateral  ones,  eighty-seven;  and  that  of 
the  two  others  near  the  abutments,  sixty-eight* 
Under  one  of  the  latter  is  a  tracking-path  for 
the  facility  of  navigation. 

The  piles,  which  are  each  nine  feet  in  thick- 
ness, have,  eS  their  starKngs,  a  species  of  pillars 
that  support  a  cornice  five  feet  and  a  half 
high.  Perpendicularly  to  these  pillars  are  to 
rise  as  maay  pyramids,  which  are  to  be  crowned 
by  a  parapet  with  a  balustrade :  in  all  these,  it 
is  intended  to  display  na  less  elegance  of  work- 
manship than  the  arches  present  boldness  of  de- 
sign and  correctness  of  execution. 

[Outcrossing  these  bridges,  it  has  often  oc- 
curred to  m^  how  much  the  Parisians  must 
envy  us  the  situation  of  our  metropolis.  If 
the  Seine,  like  the  Thames,  presented  the  ad- 
vantage of  braving  the  moderate  winds,  and  of 
conveying,  by  regular  tides,  the  productions  of 
the  four  quartets  of  the  globe  to  the  quays 
•^vhich  skirt  its  banks,  what  an  acquisition  would 
it  not  be  to  their  puny  commerce !  What  a  gra*- 
tification  to  their  pride  to  see  »hips  discharging 
their  -  rich  cargoes  at  the  -  foot  of  the  Pont  de 
la    Concorde!      The    project    of  the    canal    of 

c  c  2 


gpveraijice;  this??;  Wr%  9?(ffm^^.  at  «>.  tjna^  ikfsa 
the  stjijBijce  of  mfctiiftpry:  oC.  ^^  ^scrjfi^aft 
V.as  %  km  wd«l§t9<4  l^ap  Mi,  ia[.  afe  tJijs,  pn?- 
?ent  iQPfn^Qt, 

Jt.  app«»rg.  ffpni  the,  aepQMfit  pfc.  4!J>lien*.  » 
monk  of  the  abbey  of,  S^  Geii;Q^9t4^l^& 
that,  in  the  ye^tf.  Syiftj  thft  §tt{<^,  D^^efe.  and 
Normans^  to  the  raimber,  of  fcnrty-^^,  4i9i^9B4 
men,  cj«im»  to.  lay  #ge,  tp  P^fiSi.  w«Hk  sqvj^W 
hundred;  s^il  of  ships^  exctv§i\^ly  of  ^  snifdlf^ 
crafty  S9  th^  aficqt^g  ta  tbi^  hi^t:ari9%  v^ 
was  an  eye- witness  of  tl^^  fact/  the  nyssf.  %i^ 
was  covered  with  their^  vessels;  fot,  tht;^|gSft  <^ 
two  leagues. 

Julius  Cdssar  tells  u^  i^  t^  tl^rd  b^V  qf 
his  Coinmentaries^  thatj  at  the  tinoy^  of.  lys  eon« 
quest  of  the  Gauls,  in  tji^  P Wr?^  of;  o^,f  "^jil^^r^ 
he  constructed:  si^  hundred  vessi^SfQ^  t\j^  vi^0<4^ 
which  then  grew  in  the  envjnjns  of  Eari^i  apd 
that^  in  the  following  springs  he  e^b^rked  lus 
army,  horse  and  foot^  provisions  and  ba^ajget 
in  these  vejsaelsj  descended  ^  the  Seipip,  rq^ch^^ 
Dieppe  J  and  th^ce  crpssed  over  to  J^^andj^ 
of  which,  be  says^  he  ma4e .  aj  cotique^t. 

About  forty  years  ago,  the  scheqxe  engaged 
much  attention.  In. J 7 59,  the  Acadj^y  of Sci:* 
cnces,  'Belles-Let^res,   and  Arts  of  Ro.uen  pro- 
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posed  liie  fdlbwii%  «s  a  priafe-qtiestitm  i  *^  Was 
^  not  thi  Seme  forfaierly  navJgrfbTe  for  vbsseU 
<^  of  rgreater  jbutfden  than  ^osb  wtiich  Ute  tibtl^ 
*^  eMployfed  on  itj  ianH  i^e  tHisfe  not  ih^l 
•<*  to  itestfcte  to  ft,  of  to  pwewfe  ft,  ihtft  «t 
^*  vantage  f*  In  17ft);  tfefe  priare  Was  ladjotih&di 
the  oienlbirts  ))jfe8ik|ed  hot  tteiti^  to  the  sliiibi 
faction  oSF  the  Afcadfettty.  In  IJ^T,  thi^  nfe«^ 
camltdfltes  ba^ng  tio  \)ktit  mi<^^],  tire  ^ttbj^cl 
wis  chai%ed. 

Howfeveri  iiot\CithsMndin|;  this  disttbtira^gfeiilent, 
ive  find  that,  on  the  1st  of  Adgti'^t,  1766,  O^l 
taiii  Berthetot  actually  reached  *tHe  Pont,  R&yai 
in  a  vfessd  of  oiie  huhdirfei  tftld  si^^ty  tott^  bur^ 
tlen;  Wh^n,  On  the  5H2d  of  the  iMEWe  month,  hfe 
patted  tKeneie,  lbad(jd  With  menitendise,  Ae 
depth  of  tlfe  \^ter  in  the  Seme  wAs  twenty-fivi 
feet,  and  it  was  neqffly  'the  sanie  when  he 
ascended  the  riVi^r.  HiiB  vessel  ivis  seven  days 
on  her  jpasgajge  from  Ro An  to  Paris :  fcut  a  year 
t>r  two  ago,  four  days  oily  were  employed  in 
performing  the  same  vdyisgk  by  another  veissel, 
tiamiesd  thfe  Sckmm. 

Jlngitreei^s  have  ever  judged  the  scheme  prao* 
tica^e,  and  the  estimate  of  the  neeessafy  works, 
isigned  l^  several  skilful -surveyors,  w^  subhiitted 
to  the  p[iiriiBtry  of  that  dsy.  Thfe  abou)nft;  was 
forty-six  milHans  of  livres  (circa  ^l,9r6,6oa 
idadrlinj^). 
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But  what  can  compensate  for  the  absience  of 
the  tide?      This   is  an  advantage,  which;  in  a 
commercial  point*  -of  view,  must  ever  insure  to 
London  a  decided  superiority  over  Paris;     Were 
the  Seine  to-morrow  rendered  navigable  for  ves- 
eels  of- large  burden,  they  must,  for  a  consider- 
able distance,  be  tracked  against  the  stream,  or 
•wait  till  a  succession  of  favourable  winds  had  en- 
abled them  to  stem  it  through  its  various  wind- 
ings; whereas  nothing  can  be  more  favourable 
to  navigation  than  the  position  of  London.     It 
has  every    advantage  of  a  sea-port  without  its 
dangers.     Had  it  b^en  placed  lower  down,  that 
is,  nearer  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  it  would 
have  been  more  exposed  to  the  insults  of  a  fo- 
reign  enemy,    and  alao '  td  the  insalubrious  ^x-  * 
halations  of  the  swampy  -  marshes.  -    Had  it  been 
situated   higher  up  the  river,  it  would  hiave  been 
inaccessible  to  ships  of  large  •  burden. 

Thus,  by  no  effort  of  hunyan  invention  or  in- 
dustry can  Paris  rival  London  in  commerce,  even 
on  the  supposition  that  France  could  produce  as 
many  men  possessed  of  the  capital  and  spirit  of 
enterprise,' for  which  bur  British  merchants  are  at 
present  unrivalled. 

Yet,  may  not -this  pre-eminence  in  commercial 
prosperity  lead  to  our  destruction,  as  the  gigantic 
conquests  of  France  may  also  pave  the  way  to  her 

ruin?  Alas!  the  experience  of  ages  proves* this 
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"melancholy  truths  which  has  also  been  repeated 
by  Raynal:  "  Commerce/*  says  that  celebrated 
writer,  *^  in  the  end  finds  its  ruin  in  the  riches 
^^  which  it  accumulates,  as  every  powerful  state 
"  lays  the  foundation  of  its  own  destruction  in 
^^  extending  its  cpncjuests/* 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 

Paris,  December  1 6,  1801. 

No  part  of  the  engagprnent  into  which  I  have 
entered  with  you,  so  fully  convinces  me  of  my 
want  of  reflection,  and  shews  that  my  zeal, 
at  the  time,  got  the  better  of  my  judgment,  ad 
my  promising  you  some  ideas  on 

FRENCH  LITERATURK 

*  It  would,  I  now  perceive,  be  necessary  to  have 
inhabited  France  for  several  years  past,  with  the 
determined  intention  of  observing  this  great  emr- 
pire  solely  in  that  single  point  of  view,  to  be  able 
to  keep  my  word  in  a  manner  worthy  of  you  and 
of  the  subject.  It  would  be  necessary  to  write  a 
large  volume  of  rational  things ;  and,  in  a  letter, 
I  ought  to  relate  them  with  conciseness  and 
truth ;  draw  sketches  with  rapidity,  but  clearness ; 
in  s)iort^  express  positive  results,  without   de-^ 
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than  a  kttter.  aad  not  aix;)6k. 

:|n  a  double  fi^se.  flirsfc  tfe  Ibing  in  j^tf ; 
then^  its  connexions  ^th  the  ^d)^:fi$9  flod  the 
men  who  govern.  In  England,  it  has  been 
thought,  or  at  loast  inwiui^ed  in  some  of  the 
papers  and  periodical  publications,  that  literature 
had  been  tot^ly  annihilated  in  France  within  the 
last  twelve  years.  This  is  a  mistake :  its  aberra- 
tions iiave  Sfeen  takeh  for  eclipses.  It  has  fol- 
lowed the  revol^oh  through  all  its  pba^et. 

Under  the  Constit^jent  AsseuoMy,  tke  ttteraty 
genius  of  the  fVench  Was* turned  towards  politks 
and  do(}ui^ee.  Thei^  remain  v^d^abte  tho- 
numents  of  the  fleeting  existepce  of  ^3at 
assembly.  Mirabeau,  Barnave,  Cazales, 
Maury,  and  thirty  other  capital  writers,  at- 
test this  truth.  Nptfaufi^g  fell  frpPl  their  lip^  or 
their  pen  fhat  4^  no|  bear  a(  the  ^ao^Q  ^^ff^  tte 

stamp  of  ph^ilosophy  ani|  %i:5^^VffS- 

Under  the  Legislative  Assembly  a^  t^^e  C^- 
vention,  th^  establistimients  of  the  fpf^^^  of 
letters  were  lit^e  respected.  Ij^ite^^^ti  t^^em^Iy^s 
became  victims  of  Uie  political  c^ljisip^  pf  their 
country ;  but  literature  was  constantly;  qu^y;|t6d 
under  several  fornjs.  Those  w^o  sl>ew9d  them- 
selves its  oppressors^  >vi^re  obliged  to  asa^jqig  tjaip 
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jiffiiM  l^i^^u^  which  (k  sHom  <:aa  su^lj^  sxA 
^t,  ^  th&  ii^  l^w  trbim  they  decked  wvr 

iy^d§r  th^  Djiraetorial  g(^eram«irfi  FxaoOe, 
^^iTpdifl^npid  fey  "th^  waght  of  her  hmg  misfor- 
ipi)^  fir$t  pa^  h^r  ej^  Oft  the  constr&otion  of  « 
«itw  nM^fh  dedii^ted  to  hum^  k$iowledge  ki 
igeaeifil^l^  imdar  th^  name  of  Nati6nal  hiMiiute. 
*liit^tai5g  tii^re  collected  its  remains,  ^nd  tboae 
^hP  cultivate  it,  ^s  m^to^rs  of  this  ^^ablistoaeirt, 
|ir0  not  ifliworthy  of  their  ofiioe,  Sadi  as  a« 
fiot  admitted  ii^to  this  society,  Dottvithstanding  ail 
the  claims  the  ?nost  geoertdly  acknovdffdgtd^ 
owe  this  opaitsioft  to  moral  or  poUtieal  causes 
only,  on  whfich  I  ootild  »ot  to^ch,  withoat  dcsoo* 
pyi^W  «»y<Mf  aboiit  persons  rathjer  than  the  tltk% 
ilS^lf. 

Xhe  French  revolution,  which  has  tevdfed  w 
V^-W  gig*»ti«^  fortjanes,.  is  said  (by  its  :«^racai3St) 
^  have  really  ^read.*  degree  of  cornfod  itcnoiiig 
th^  ifl^fierior  classes.  Indeed,  if  there  «»  in 
I>w<?P^  »&  ipay  he  s^i^posed,  tnudh  itvKk  fm^ 
.  sons  rolling  in  tidaesi,:  th^re  are,  I  ain  iBfoiMW, 
<ipf\^ch  lewer  piaj^ng  iii  indig^nc^e>  This  lobservs. 
^g^  adflWttipg  it  to  b^  strictly  trte^  rndsf^  wMi 
;f il^t  propriety,  he  «K*ied  ta  Frwch  litaittm^. 
y^iinp^  no  loB^r  h^  ^  Voldaire  or  a  ficms&KAtf, 
tftwiftl^  the  sceptiB  of  tlifi  literary  i^ttorid;.  bol:  siiR^ 
h|^  ft  wfiah^r  of  hterary  de^grees  ^  piMfe  m- 
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terest  or  simple  amusement,  which  are  perfectly 
well  filled.  Few  literati  are  without  employ,  and 
still  fewer  are  heneath  their  functions.  The 
place  of  member  of  the  Institute  is  a  real  public 
function  remunerated  by  the  State.  It  is  to  this 
cause,  and  to  a  few  others,  which  will  occur  to 
you  beforehand,  that  we  must  attribute  the 
character  of  gravity  which  literature  begins  to 
assume  in  this  country.  The  prudery  of  the} 
school  of  DoRAT  would  here  be  hissed.  Here„ 
people  will  not  quarrel  with  the  Graces;  but 
they  will  no  longer  make  any  sacrifice  to  them 
at  the  expense  of  common  sense. 

In  this  literary  republic  still  exist,  as  you  may 
well  conceive,  the  same  passions,  the  same  Kt- 
tleness,  the  same  intrigues  as  formerly  for  ^- 
riving  at  celebrity,  and  keeping  in  that  envied 
sphere;  but  all  this  makes  much  less  noise  at 
the  present  juncture.  It  is  this  which  has  in* 
duced  the  belief  that  literature  had  diminished  its 
intensity,  both  in  form  and  object:  that  is  another 
mistake.  .  The  French  literati  are  mostly  a  noisy 
,  class,  who  love  to  make  themselves  conspicuous, 
even  by  the  clashing  of  their  pretensions;  but, 
to  the  great  regmt  of  several  among  than, 
people  in  this  country  now  attach  •  a  ratieaal 
importance  only  to  their  quarrels,  which  for- 
merly attracted  universal  '  attention.  The  re- 
volution   has  been  so  great  an  event ;    it    has 
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overthrown  such  great  interests;  that  no  one 
here  can  any  longer  flatter  himself  with  exciting  a^ 
personal  interest;^  except  by  performing  the 
greatest  actions* 

I  must  also  make  a  decisive  confession  on 
this  matter,  and  acknowledge  that  literature, 
which  formerly  held  the  first  degree  in  the 
scale  of  the  moral  riches  of  this  nation>  is  likely 
to  decline  in  priority  and  influence.  The  sci- 
ences have  claimed  and  obtained  in  the  public 
mind  a  superiority  resulting  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  their  object ;  I  mean  utiKty.  The  title 
of  savant  is  not  more  brilliant  than  formerly; 
but  it  is  more  imposing ;  it  leads  to  conse- 
quence, to  superior  employments,  and,  above  all, 
to  riches.  The  sciences  have  done  so  much 
for  this  people  during  their  revolution,  that, 
whether  through  instinct,  or  premeditated  gra- 
titude, they  have  declared- their  partiality  towards 
the  savansy  or  men  of  science,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  mere  literati.  The  sciences  are  nearly 
allied  both  to  pride  and  national  interest;  while 
literature  concerns  only  the  vanity  and  inte- 
rest  of  a  few  individuals^  This  difference  must 
have  been  felt,  and  of  itself  alone  have  fixed 
the  esteem  of  the  public,  and  graduated  their 
suffrages  according  to  the  merit  of  the  objects. 
Regard  being  had  to  their  specific  importance, 
I  foresee  that  this  natural  classification  will  be 


•titndod  ^wMi  hiippy  cbnteqoende^  both  fjr  tiie 
iciendes  Biid  iiterrta!*e. 

I  have  iM^  'enaUed  to  dl)SQfv«  iSssit  Very  few 
men  of  science  aie  unacqusdnted  nMn  the  &ei- 
mture  of  thetr  coi^mt^^  whether^  Zedong  in 
it  pleasiilg  rdbxation^  en:  fior  Korrowhtg  from  9t 
a  tn^c  styte^  a  fluent  docitkih^  a  hanhbiijr^ 
•  pomp  of  ^preisiioh^  with  whiii^  the  ihost  ab- 
stract n^feditations  ciaii  mo  hemgcrr  diispen^  to  te 
feoeived  favonrbbly  by  {ftiilosbpfcers  atid  hien  of 
taste.  Verjr  few  literati,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
unacqifaihted  whh  (philosophy  mid  the  s<iienDe% 
and^  abote  fA\,  with  tistund  fcnOwtec^e ;  whetHbr 
not  to  b^  too  faifich  in  arrear  with  the  ^e  ik 
iMhioh  (hep  Kve,  and  Iftrhioh  eviden%  indinea 
to  the  atndy  of  Nature,  or  to  ^ve  nidre  ,co- 
Itfot  and  tdnuirtence  to  their  thoughts,  hy  imil* 
t^lyiilg  titetf  degrees  of  comparison  wfA  the 
Ctemd  type  trf*  dll  ihtt  is  great  aind  f^ile. 

it  itd  hetn  ^o  often  repeated  that  Hombi^ 
OatHtNv  and  MiLToiJ,  knew  every  <fciAg 
Huimrr  m  tSi&r  tifn^^  r  thkt  th^y  w^re  at 
Gftoe  dae  greatest  natural  philosophers  and  tlM& 
best  mondists  of  &t6ir  age,  that  this  tnith  has 
inade  «n  impressidti  on  most  of  the  addpts  iA 
kterattwe;  and  ab  the  irrlpulse  is  given,  dnd  th^ 
edneatfon  of  thfe  present  day,  by  the  retrench- 
inei\t  of  several  nnneoes^liry  pnretiits,  has  left^  M 
the  mind  of  the  /tsiiig  generation,  vacancies  fit 
3 


M>  be  fiUed.by  a  gcest  variety  of  use&l  acquire* 
mwts^  it  appears  to  me  demonstrated,  on  £oU 
hxmng  analog/,  and  the  giadatums.  of  hrumaa 
vafprqxeiDieat>  that  tbe  sciences,  phi&Mophy,  and 
literature  will  some  day  have  in.  £)i[ance  bu& 
<^e  QonuDoa  domain^  as  they  there  hav«  at 
pt^fiiit,  mth  the  wb^  only  one  central  pdnt 
QjF  jupotion* 

Ti^e  Brench  government  has  flattered  the 
lit^mt)  and;  artisliSi  hy  calling  them  in  great* 
i^us^b^rs;  round,  it  and.  its  ministers,  either  to 
give  th^r  advice  iq  matters,  of  .taste,  or  to  s^rvo 
^.  a:  d^oratiou  to  its  power,  and  an  addi- 
t^Qn^l  lustee  to  the  crown  of  glory  with,  which 
ifc  is :  endeavouring  r  to  encirck  itself;  but,  in 
^i^iiieraU.  tl^  palpaUe,  substantial^  and  solid  dis- 
tinQtioAs,  have,  been  reserved,  for  men  of  sci- 
ence^ chymists>  naturalists^  and  mathematicians: 
^^y  haye  seats  in.  the  Senate,  in  the  Tcybu^ 
fi3t^,  in  the  Council  of  State,  and  in  dyi  the 
Administratipns ;  while  Lahar^e,  the  veteran  of 
^French  literature,  is.  not  ev^n  a  membar  of  the 
Institute,  and  is  reduced  to  give,  lessons,  which 
ai:e,  undoubtedly.,  not  only  very  interesting,  to: 
tlie  public,  but  also  very  profitiihk,  to.  himself, 
and  produce  him. as  much,  money^  at  least,  as  his> 
Hnowle4gie.>h8fi  acguiced  him  reputaticm. 

It  results,  ficom  what.  I  bave  said,  that  French 
Ut^ature.has  not  experienced. aay  apparent  iiuuxy> 
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from  the  revolutionary  storm :  it  has  only  dian^ed 
its  direction  and  means :  it  has  still  remaining  tar- 
lents  which  have  served  their  time^  talents  in  their 
maturity,  and  talents  in  a  state  of  ptobation^  and 
of  much  promise. 

Persons  of  reflection  entertain  great  hopes 
from  the  violent  shock  given  to  men's  minds, 
by  the  revolution;  from  that  silent  inquietude- 
tftill  working  in  their  hearts ;  from  that  sap,  full 
of  life,  circulating  with  rapidity  through  this 
body  politic.  "The  factions  are  muzzled,"  say 
they;  "  but  the  factious  spirit  still  ferments. 
**  under  the  curb  of  power;  if  means  can  be 
*'  found  to  force  it  to  evaporate  on  objects 
which  belong  to  the  domain  of  illusion  and 
sensibility,  the  result  will  prove  a  great  blessing 
to  France,  by  carrying  back  tq  the  arts  and 
*^  to  literature,  and  even  to  commerce,  that  exube- 
"  ranee  of  heat  and  activity  which  can  no  loiter  be 
"  employed  without  danger  on  political  subjects." 
The  same  men,  whom  I  have  just  pointed 
out,  affirm  that  England  herself  will  feel,  in  her 
literary  and  scientific  system,  a  salutaiy  concus- 
sion from  the  direction  given  here  to  the  pub- 
lic mind.  They  expect  with  impatience  that 
the  British  government  will  engage  in  some 
great  measure  of  public  utility,  in  order  that 
the  rivalship  subsisting  between  the  two  nations 
on  political   and   military  points,    which    have 
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no  longer  any  object,  may  soon  become, 
in  France,  the  most  active  and  most  powerful 
vehicle  for  different  parts  of  her  interior  im- 
provement. 

Of  all  kinds  of  literature.  Epic  Poetry  is  the 
only  one  in  which  France  has  not  obtained  such 
tBuccess  as  to  place  her  on  a  level  with  Tasso  and 
Milton.    To  make  amends,  her  poets  have  fol- 
lowed with  advantage  the  steps  of  Akiosto,  with- 
out being  able  to  surpass  him.     From  this  school 
have  issued  two  modem  epic  poems :  La  guerre 
des  dieux  payens  contre  les  dieiuv  chretiensy   by 
Parky,  and  La  conquite  de  Naples,  by  Gudin. 
The  former  is  distinguished  by  an  easy  versifica- 
tion,  and  an    imagination   jocose    and    fertile, 
thongh,  certainly,  far  too  licentious.     Educated 
in  the  school  of  Dorat,  he  possesses  his  re- 
dundance and  grace,  without  his  fatuity.     His 
degiesare  worthy  of  Tib  ULLUS;  and  his  fugitive' 
pieces  are  at  once  dictated  by  wit  and  sentiment :  * 
thus  it  was  that  Chaulieu  wrote,  but  with  more 
negligence.     The  latter  has  thought  to  compen-^ 
sate  for  the  energy  and  grace  that  should  give 
life  to  his  subject  (which  he  considers  only  in  a 
playful  and  satirical  light),  by  a  truly  tiresome 
multitude  of  incidents.      Conceive  three   huge 
volumes  in  octavo,  for  a  poem  which  required  but  - 
one  of  a  moderate  size,  and,  in  them,  a  versifica- 
tion frequently  negligent.    These  are  two, serious 


fmjiASr  which  the  FVcnch  trtft  itot  readily  (JWlrfoafc 
!Mqi  whore  ace  criUics^  mane  ^vere^  on  tll€  6n^ 
hami^  agunat  tedutidatiee  that  »»  dtent>  d,ttd  M^ 
the  other,  respecting  the  essential  CompcHs^tetf  d 
wrae,  which  oiight  always-  to  iow»  wi*h  g^We> 
evejk.  .vhen  under  restratnC    Cath©K€ism>  hcpi^eirey^ 
hia  no  mooe  season  to  be  pfeweit  wftfif  flie  ^66^ 
scenes,  pr^ented  in  this-  wor)&,  i^n  ehrii^^aiit)^ 
in  general^  haa  with,  tiie  H(*eiit4o«s^  piettare^  eff 
Parnv  ;    but  GuDiir  is  fe«  fess  dfcftgerotis  ftV 
Rome^  because'  be  will  b(^  l^m-  i«a4. 

Several  autiior&  have  dev^^ted  thar  la%GtiPS  t»^ 
Trag^dp,  during  the  cowise  of^  the  revotntieii* 
Cnii^ifiit  has  produced  a  whole  ^eatre,  wMeb 
will  remain   to   posterity^    aottvithstancfeg   hia^ 
Uuit^y  as.  he  has  coiri;riyed  to  cover  th^efl^  with 
beapti^.    Abnaujlt^  and  Mebcibh  of  Coifipicgne - 
a^e  two.  yQm^  autboar^  that  seem  to  have  b6€«* 
€dtt9l^§4  i^i  the  school  of  DueiS)^  wife  is  at  thia- 
d^;  tjfe?:  £atha"  of  all  the  jM^esent  tragic  writ^^* 
Tlie. piqees  which  they  have  produced  have  met' 
with(Seme  success,  and  are  of  considerable  promise*' 

C^T/ierfy,^  lost  a.  vigorous  supporter  unde!*'the 
tyr^pny  of  Rofi£s:Bt£RB£.  This  waB  FABfifi»n-E6- 
LANPpiNS*  That! i  poet  seldom'  fkiled  of  succeds>» 
d^ew  nQBie  but  bold  characters^  and  placed  him- 
SfJ^  by  hia,  .own  meriti  between  MoL-ifeftB  and* 
Dj^^oucH£su  Colin  n'HARtBViLXE  and  Bk^ 
OWVft  produce  agreeable  pieces  which  succeed/ 


Tbey  poiAt^  within  easy  and  ^acefial  paici}^  the 
ftbfiurdUies  aad  humours  of  tooiety;  but  their 
pieces  are  de^cieot  m  plat  and  action.  Fabbc 
$»*£&i.ANTiN£  pourtrayed^  in  striking  colours^ 
those  frightful  vices  wbieb  Bre  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  law.  His  pieces  arc  strongly  wovc^^and 
easily  unraveUed.  .  Picari)  seemsr  to  have  taken 
GoLDOKi^  Ae  celebrated  Venetian  comic  writer, 
for  bis  modeh  Like  him^  an  exceUent  painter^  a 
wrker  by  impulse-  he  produces^  with^  wonderful 
fecundity,  a  number  of  interesting  ccwnedies,  which 
make  the  aadience  laugh  till  they  i^^d  tears^  and 
now  and  then  give  great  lessons.  Palis  sot,  ^ 
CAiLtfAVA,  and  MEiicrsR  are  stili  Uvipg;  but 
m>  longer  produce  any  thing  striking. 

I  shall  say  little  of  French  elocjuence;  Under 
tho'new  form  of  goyempient,  orators  have  less 
opportut^ity  and  less  scope  for  displaying  tran- 
scendent talents  thuri  durii^  tiie  firrt  years  of  the 
revolirtion.  Two  members  o^  the  government, 
Ca]«ba<:sr£S  ^id  Lbbrun,  have  distinguished 
tbemoekes  in  this  career  by  elose^  logical  ar- 
goment^.  bri^t  oonceptbn$,  and  discriminating 
genius:  BbnjaMii^  Constant  and  Guinguenb, 
xnembers  of  the  Tribunate^  shewed  themselves  to 
■ad^Vantageif^s|  yea#,  a^  I  understandy  in  some  pro- 
ductions full  of  etiergyT  and  wisdom.  Dbmbukibh 
andiBoxssi  D'Ai^ooLAsare  alr^ady^  iii  the  Tribunate, 
veterans  6f  eld^uejice;  but  thd  wm  who  unites^ 
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in  tWs  respect,  all  the  approbation  of  that  body, 
and  even  of  Frailce,  is  Daunou.  In  exterior  means 
he  is  deficient ;  but  his  thoughts  proceed  at  once 
from  a  warm  heart  and  an  open  mind,  guided  by 
a  superior  genius ;  and  his  expressions  manifest 
the  source  from  which  they  flow* 

Several  capital  works  of  the  historic  kind  have 
made  their  appearance  in  France  withhi  the  last 
ten  years ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
celebrated  voyagers  or  travellers,  such  as  La  Pe- 
RousEj  Baudin,  SonniNi,  Labillardiere,  OlU 
viER,  Andre  Michaud,  &c.  those  whose  object 
has  been  to  treat  of  the  arts,  sciences^  and 
manners  of  Greece,  such  as  the  travels  of  Ana- 
charsis,  of  Pythagoras,  or  of  Anterior;  those 
whose  subject  has  not  been  <:onfined  to  France, 
such  as  the  Precis  de  Fhistoire  gintraley  by  An- 
auElTL ;  people  ought  to  be  on  their  guard  against 
the  merit  even  of  productions  written  mediately 
or  immediately  oh  the  revolution,  its  causes,  and 
consequences.  The  passions  are  not  yet  suffi- 
ciently calmed  for  us  not  to  suspect  the  spirit  of 
party  to  interpose  itself  between  men  and  truth. 
The  most  splendid  talents  are  frequently  in  this 
line  only  the  most  faithless  guide.  It  is  affirmed, 
however,  that  there  are  a  few .  works  which 
recommend  themselves,  by  the  most  philo- 
sophic impartiality;  but  none  of  tHese  have  as 
yet  fallen  under  my  observation.     A  striking  pro- 
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daction  Is  expected  from  the  pen  of  the  celebrated 
VoLNEY.     This  is  a  Tableau  Physique  des  EtaU . 
Unis ;  but  it  is  with  regret  I  hear  that  its  appear*- 
ance  is  delayed  by  the  author's  indisposition. 

Novels  are  born  and  die  here,  as  among  us, 
with  astonishing  abundance.  The  rage  for  evo-- 
cations  and  magic  spectres  begins  to  diminish. 
The  French  assert  that  they  have  borrowed  it 
from  us,  and  from  the  school  of  Mrs.  Radchfp, 
&c.  &c.  They  also  assert,  that  the  policy  of  the 
rdyialist-party  was  not  unconnected. with  this  pro- 
pagation of  cavernous,  cadaverous  adventures, 
ideas,  and  illusions,  intended,  they  say,  by  the 
impression  of  a  new  moral  terror  to  infatuate 
>their  countrymen  again  with  the  dull  and  sopo- 
rific prestiges  of  popery.  They  see  with  joy  that 
the  taste  for  pleasure  has  assumed  the  ascendency, 
at  least  in  Paris,  and  that  tiovels  in  the  English 
style  no  longer  make  any  one  tremble,  at  night 
by  the  fireside,  but  the  old  beldams  of  the  pro- 
vincial departments. 

The  less  important  kinds  of  literature,  such  as 
the  Apologue  or  Moral  Fable,  which  is  not  at  this 
day  much  in  fashion ;  the  Eclogue  or  Idyl,  whose 
culture  particularly  belongs  to  agrestical  and 
picturesque  regions;  Political  Satire,  which  is 
never  more  refined  than  imder  the  influence 
of  arbitrary  power;  these,  kinds,  to  which  I 
might  add  the  Madrigal  and  Epigram,  without 
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being  altogether  sbondoned,  are  not  gtsaerafiy 
enough  cultivated  here  to  obtaiiv  special  men- 
tion^ I  shaH  mako  an.  eKoeption  only  in  &i^ 
vour  of  the  pastoral  poems  of  X^sclbrc  (of 
Mai:?^,  And  Loire)  of  which  I  have  heard  a 
very  £ivonrable  account. 

At  the  end  of  a  revohition  which  ha»  had 
-periods  so  ensanguined,  Romancoj  (romantic 
poetry)  must  have  be^i  cuttftvated  and  held^  in 
request*  It  has  been  9O5  especially  by  senti- 
mental minds,  and  not  a  Kttle  too  thi^gjl  the 
spirit  of  party;  this  was  likely  to  be  the  cas^, 
^ince  its  most  affecting  characteristic  is  ta  mo^^ura 
over  tombs. 

Lyric  poetry  has  been,  c^ed  by  Ls^Ruif, 
Chenier,  &c.  to  a  height  worthy  of  ^ban 
Baptists  Roussbau.  Hio  Ibmi^r,  above  all, 
will  stand  his  ground,  by  hiis  own  weight,  to 
the  latest  posterity;  while  hitherto  the*  lyric 
productions  of  Ch^nier  have  not  been  able  to 
dispense  with  the  charm  of  musical  h^mony. 
Fon^fanes,  Cubieres,  Pons  i>e  Verdun,  Ba- 
ouR-LoRNiAN,  and  Despazb  are  secondary 
geniuses^  who  do  not  make  us  £c»sget  tiiat 
Delisle  and  the  Chevalier  Bertin:  are  stiH 
living ;  but  whose  fugitive  pieces  sometimes  dis- 
play many  charms. 

When  ybu  shall  be  made  acquainted  that 
Paris,  of  all  the    cities   in   the    world,  i^  that 
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whtfe  the  rage  foriiaftcing  is  the  most  nationalized^ 
vfhfffc^y  from  the  gil4ed  apartm^fite  of  the  most 
fashi^ifable  quarters  to  the  smoky  chambers  of 
the  most  obscwe  suburbs^  there  are  executed 
more  x^^ers  il;i  cadmcci  than  in  any  other  place 
on  earth,  yoa  wUl  net  be  Hurprised  if  I  reserve 
a  apeoiid  article  ior  one  of  the  kinds  of  lite* 
rature  that '  bears  the  ittiost  affinity  to  this  dis- 
tinistivfe  diversion  of  the  Parisian  belles,  which 
has  led  MsRCilk^  to  say,  that  their  city  was 
the  gnMgHt^  ^  Eilrope;  I  mean  Song.  Per« 
hap6»  a  «¥k^)eot  new  and  curious  to  tnsat  on^ 
would  be  the  influence  of  vocal  music  on  the 
Frendi  I'e^ution.  £veiy  one  knows  that  this 
people  marohcfd  to  batde  sii]iging;  but,  inde-^ 
pendently  of  the  subject  being  above  my  abili-t 
tied,  it  Would  carry  me  too  far  beyond  the 
limited  pUifi  Which  I  have  prescribed  to  myself. 

Let  it  suffice  for  you  to  know,  that  there 
has  exfeted  in  Paris  a  sort  of  lyric  manufactory, 
Ivhich^  Hnder  thfe  name  of  *^  Diners  du  vaude^ 
ville^^  SGrtipulouSly  performed,  for  several  years^ 
an  ^hgageihent  to  furnish,  every  month,  a  col- 
lection of  sor^s  very  agreeable  and  very  capti- 
vating. These  productions  are  pretty  often  full 
of  allusions^  more  or  less  veiled,  to  the  poli- 
tical events  of  the  moment;  seldom,  however, 
have  they  beeri  handled  as  very  offensive  wea^ 
pons  againsl  persons  of  institutions.    The  friends 
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of  mirth  and  wine  are  seldom  dark  and  dan^ 
gerous  politicians.  This  country  possesses  a 
great  number  of  them,  who  combine  the  ta- 
lents required  by  the  gravest  magistracy  with 
all  the  levity  of  the  most  witty  and  most  cheer- 
ful bon  vivant.  I  shall  quote  at  random.  Franijois 
DE  Neupchateau,  the  two  Segurs,  Pus,  &c. 
&c.  Others,  such  as  Barr^,  Despontainbs, 
and  Radet,  confine  themselves  to  their  ex- 
clusive functions  of  .  professed  song-makers, 
and  write  only  for  the  little  musical  theatres, 
or  for  the  leisure  of  their  countrymen  and  their 
evening-amusements. 

If  is  impossible  to  terminate  a  sketch  of  the 
literature  of  France,  without  saying  a  word  of 
such  of  the  Journals  as  I  have  yet  perused, 
which  are  specially  devoted  to  it.  The  ^/er* 
cure  de  France  is  one  of  those  held  in  most 
esteem ;  and  habit,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  party, 

concurs  in  making  the  fortune  of  this  journal. 

* 

There  exists  another,  conducted  by  a  member  of 
the  Institute,  named  Pougens,  under  the  title  of 
Bihiiotk^que  Frangaise,  which  is  spoken  of  very 
favourably.  But  that  which  appears  every  ten 
days,  under  the  name  of  DScade  Philosophiquej  is 
the  best  production  of  the  sort.  A  society  of 
literary  men,  prudent,  well-informed,  and  warmly 
attached  to  their  country,  are  its  authors,  and 
deposit  in  it  ^  well-digested  aiialj^sis  pf  evejy  thipg 
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new  that  appears  in  the  arts,  sciences,  Or  Htera- 
ture.  Nevertheless,  a  labour  so  carefully  per- 
formed, is  perfectly  disinterested.  This  is  the 
only  enterprise  of  the  kind  that  does  not  af- 
ford a  livelihood  to  its  associates,  and  is  supported 
by  a  zeal  altogether  gratuitous. 

Without  seeking  to  blame  or  approve  the  title 
of  this  last-mentioned  journal,  I  shall  only  remark 
that  the  word  Decade^  coupled  with  the  word 
Philosophiquey  becomes  in  the  eyes  of  many  per-, 
sons  a  double  cause  of  reprobation ;  and  that,  at 
this  day,  more  than  ever,  those  two  words  are, 
in  the  opinion  the  most  in  fashion,  marked  by  a 
proscription  that  is  reflected  pn  every  thing  which 
belongs  to  the  science  of  philosophy. 

This  would  be  the  moment  to  inquire  into  the 
pecret  or  ostensible  causes  which  have  led  to  the 
retrograde  course  that  is  to  be  remarked  in 
Brance  in  the  ideas  which  have  been  hitherto 
reckoned  as  conducive  to  the  fidvancement  of 
reason.  This  would  be  the  moment  to  observe 
the  new  government  of  France  endeavouring  to 
balance,  the  one  by  the  other,  the  opinions 
sprung  from  the  Republic,  and  those  daily  con^ 
jured  up  from  the  Monarchy ;  holding  in  equi-r 
lihrio  two  colours  of  doctrines  so  diametrically 
opposite,  and  consequently  two  parties  equally 
dissatisfied  at  not  being  able  to  crush  each  other  j 
mHralizing  them,  in  shorty  by  its  immen^  i^ip 
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fluenoe  in  the  employmra^t  of  their  strei^gthj 
whexi  they  faewiider  or  ^xhai^st  th^ma^ves  use- 
lessly for  its  interests ;  faut  I  co\M  not  tpiich  oa 
these  matters,  lA^thout  travieUing  out  of  the  do- 
main of  literature^  wfaidi  is  the  ody  €am  that  id 
at  present  familiar  to  me,  in  order  to  enler  mto 
yours,  where  you  have  not  leisure  to  dii«ct  me ; 
and  you  may  conceive  with  whait  ao  iU  gn^e  I 
should  appear,  in  making  be£E>re  you^  in  folitics, 
exclusions,  which,  probably,  would  have  for  m^ 
the  inconvenience  of  commanding  great  efbrts, 
without  leaving  me  the  hope  c^  adding  any  thtdg 
to  your  stock  of  information. 


lETTER  XJJF. 

Paris,  P^Qemher  18,  180J. 

Dv^iDBO  as  Paris  is  by  the  Seine,  it  seMom 
happens  that  one  has  not  occasion  to  cross  it 
more  than  onoe  in  the  course  of  the  day.  I  shall 
therefore  make  you  acquainted  with  the  bridges 
which  connect  to  its  banks  the  islands  situated 
in  that  part  of  the  river  I  have  not  yet  described. 
Being  out  of  my  general  track,  I  might  others 
wise  forget  to  make  any  further  mention  of 
them,  which  would  be  a  manifest  omission,  now 
you  have  before  you  the  Plan  of  PariSf 
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We  vnM  also  embrace  the  opportunity  of  visit* 
ing  the  Palais  de  Justice  and  the  CatheditU  of 
Nt)tre**Dame.  East  of  the  Pont-^Neuf^  we  first 
arrive  at  the 

PONT  AU  CHANGE. 

This  bridge,  which  leads  from  the  north  bank 
of  the  Seine  to  the  He  du  Palais^  is  one  of  the 
most  andent  in  Paris.  Though^  like  ail  those  of 
which  I  have  now  to  speak,  it  crosses  but  one 
di&nnel  of  the  river,  it  was  called  the  Grand  Pont, 
tai  the  year  1141,  when  it  acquired  its  present 
name  on  Lewis  VII  establishing  here  all  the 
money-changers  of  Paris, 

It  w^as  also  called  Pont  aux  Oiseaux^  because 
bird-sellers  were  permitted  to  carry  on  their  busi- 
ness here,  on  condition  of  letting  loose  two 
hundred  dozen  of  birds,  at  the  moment  when 
kings  and  queens  passed,  in  their  way  to  the  ca- 
thedral, on  the  day  of  their  public  entry.  By 
this  custom,  it  was  intended  to  signify  that,  if 
the  people  had  been  oppressed  in  the  preceding 
reign,  their  rights,  privileges,  and  liberties  would 
be  fully  re-established  under  the  new  monarch. 

On  the  public  entry  of  Isabeau  de  Baviere, 
wife  of  Charles  VI,  a  Genoese  stretched  a  rope 
from  the  top  of  the  towers  of  Notre^Dame  to 
one  of  the  houses  on  this  bridge :  he  thence 
(iescend^>  dancing  on  this  rope,  with  a  lighted 
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torch  in  each  hand.  Habited  as  an  angel,  he 
placed  a  crown  on  the  head  of  the  new  queen, 
and  reascending  his  rope,  he  appeared  again  in 
the  air.  The  chronicle  adds  that,  as  it  was  al- 
ready dark,  he  was  seen  by  all  Paris  and  the 
environs. 

TMs  bridge  was  then  of  wood,,  and  covered 
with  houses  also  of  wood.  Two  fires,  one  of 
which  happened  in  1621,  and  the  other  in  l(53p, 
occasioned  it  to  be  rebuilt  of  stone  in  l647* 

The  Pont  au  Change  consists  of  seven  arches. 
Previously  to  the  demolition  of  the  houses, 
which,  till  1786,  stood  on  each  side,  of  this 
bridge,  the  passage  was  sufficiently  wide  for  three 
carriages. 

Traversing  the  He  du  Palais  from  north  to 
south,  in  order  to  proceed  from  the  Pont  au 
Change  to  the  Pont  St.  Michel,  we  pass  in 
front  of  the 

PALAIS  DE  JUSTICE. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  ninth  century,  thia 
palace  was  begun  by  Eudes.  It  was  successively 
enlarged  by  Robert,  son  of  Hugh  Capet,  by  St. 
Lewis,  and  by  Philip  the  Fair.  Under  Charles  V, 
who  abandoned  it  to  occupy  the  Hdtet  St.  Paul^ 
which  he  had  built,  it  was  nothing  more  than 
an  assemblage  of  large  towers,  communicating 
with  each  other  by  galleriejs.     I^i  1383,  C^harles  VI 
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made  it  his  residence.  In  1431,  Charles  VII  re- 
linquished it  to  the  Parliament  of  Paris.  However, 
Francis  I.  took  up  his  abode  here  for  some 
time. 

It  was  in  the  great  hall  of  this  palace  that 
the  kings  of  France  formerly  received  ambas^ 
sadors,  and  gave  public  entertainments. 

On  Whitsunday,  1313,  Philip  the  Fair  here 
knighted  his  three  sons,  with  all  the  ceremo* 
nies  of  ancient  chivalry.  The  king  of  England, 
our  unfortunate  Edward  II,  and  his  abominable 
queen  Isabella,  who  were  invited,  crossed  the 
sea  on  purpose,  and  were  present  at  this  enter-, 
tainment,  together  with  a  great  number  of 
English  barons.  It  lasted  eight  days,  and  is 
spoken  of,  by  historians,  as  a  most  sumptuous 
banquet. 

This  magnificent  hall,  as  well  as  great  part 
of  the  palace,  being  reduced  to  ashes  in  l6l8, 
it  was  rebuilt,  in  its  present  state,  under  the 
direction  of  that  skilful  architect,  Jacgues  db 
Brosses.  It  is  both  spacious  and  majestic, 
and  is  the  only  hall  of  the  kind  in  France :  the 
arches  and  arcades  which  support  it  are  of 
Jievvn  stone. 

Another  fire,  which  happened  in  1776,  con- 
sumed all  the  part  extending  from  the  gallery 
of  prisoners  to  the  Sainte  Chapelle,  founded 
hy  3t.  Lewis,  and  where,  before  the  jrevolutioai 
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wtee  ^bewti  a  number  of  eoetfy  r^lictk  The 
nv9gc»  occtdkmed  by  this  tire,  wen^  reg^mi 
in  1787^  and  (he  spOK^e  in  front  kid  open  \if 
the  erection  of  uniform  buildings  in  the  form 
of  a  creacent  To  two  gloomy  gothic  gates 
has  been  si^bstkuted  an  iron  tfukog^  qi  one 
hundred  and  twentj  feet  in  extent^  threijgk 
which  is  fieen  a  spacious  court  formed  by  two 
wings  of  new  edifices^  and  a  maje^ic  faqade 
that  affordft  an  entrance  to  the  interior  of  the 
palace. 

In  this  coitrt  Madame  hk  MoKte>  ^ho^  in 
IJ06,  made  so  conspicuouft  A  figure  in  the 
noted  hff9k  of  the  diamond  necUace,  was  |mb^ 
Bcly  whipped.  I  ttas  in  Bans  at  the  ttma^ 
though  not  present  at  tiie  e^ecutiob  «£  tho 
sentence. 

In  the  railing)  are  three  gat(^>  the  t^&tre 
one  of  which  is  chat^^ed  with  garlands  and 
other  gilt  ornaments*  At  the  two  ends  are 
pavilions  decorated  with  lout-  Doric  pillars.  T6* 
wards  the  Poni  St.  Michel  is  a  continuation 
of  the  bi^ilding  ornamented  With  a  bas^felief^  at 
present  denominated  Le  serpent'  civile. 

At  the  top  of  a  flight  of  steps^  is  an  avant« 
corps,  with  four  Doric  colutnns^  a  balustrade 
above  the  entablature^  four  statues  staifiding  <hi 
a  level  with  the  base  of  the  pillars,  and  be* 
hind>  a  square  dome« 
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ThesQ  ^kSfSf  lead  you  tjo  the  ikSrroz^  gaU 
hsry,  faavtog  oh  t]^  ooe  »le,  dw  ^rnnie  £&2- 
jkeife>.  sod  oa  ^  odMr>  tbe  gneat  hally  cfidledl 
the  5b//e  4A»  FpQMrettrs.  la  tiii$i  extensive 
hall  are  shops,  for  the  safe  o£  eatadbles  and 
pam^Ielts^  whkfa>  ekice  the  si^po^sion  of  \h^ 
BarUasoeDt,  seem  to  ba^w  littk  custom,  as  iraU 
as"  thfiifis^  q£  this  znillitMXisr,  Sac*  in  the  other  gal« 

tQDf89« 

la  what  usafiibrxierl  J  catted  the  grande  chamlre^ 
vjierc  tike  Badcameat  of  Fam  used  to  sit,  the 
itya*i^  J^w&  XVI,  ax  l7^By.  hdd  the  famous 
Ii6d  q£  jwtifsep.  in  vdodclb  D'Ed^RXfiMrsxiL,  009 
of  tbe  ineeib^s;  of  thai  hody,  strode  the  first 
blow  at  rsfjaky-*^  a:  bhivv  that  was  i^sienged  by 
a  /e^Ttf  «?e  (mcltet^  which,  ex^yed^  teia  to  the  //e 
ii^  St.  Margu&ite^  £mwm  for  beiog^  the  place 
ci  coaifi»»xtqfBi  e£  thei  great  pensaanage  ivfao  was 
olwa^a  compeHed:  to.  w&x  svl  iranr  mast.  The 
courage  of  this,  counse^r,  who  was  a  odbb 
"^and  deputy  of  the  nobless/tf  may  be  coiisiden^ 
as  the  priTmm:  mobile  of  the  revolution.  Under 
the  do^otiam  of  the  court,  he  braved  all  its 
vengeance;  but,  in  the  sec|ud,  he  afforded  a 
aingulai:  proof  of  the  iqistability  of  the  human 
mind  After  having  sticred  up  aU  the  parlia- 
ments against  the  royal  authority,  he  again  be- 
came the  humUe  servant  of  the  crown. 

After   the.  Devolution,   the .  Palais  de  Justice 


414  A  SKETCH  0^  l^AAl^. 

became  the  seat  of  the  Revolutionary  Tnbutiaf/ 
where  the  satellites  of  Robespierre^  not  content 
with  sending  to  the  scaffold  sixty  victims  at  a 
time,  complained  of  the  insufficiency  of  their 
means  for  bringing  to  trial  all  the  enanies  of 
liberty.  Dumas,  at  one  time  president  of  this 
sanguinary  tribunal,  proposed  to  his  colleagues 
to  join  to  the  hall,  where  the  tribunal  sat^ 
part  of  the  great  hall  of  the  palace,  in  order 
to  assemble  there  five  or  six  hundred  victims 
at  a  time;  and  on  its  being  observed  to  him 
that  such  a  sight  might  in  the  end  cUsgust  the 
people ;  "  Well,"  said  he,  *^  there's  but  one 
*^  method  of  accomplishing  our  object,  without 
*^  any  obstacle,  that  is  to  erect  a  guillotine  in 
^*  the  court-yard  of  every  prison,  and  cause  the 
'^  prisoners  to  be  eteciited  there  during  the  night.'* 
Had  not  Robespierre's  downfall  involved  that  of 
all  his  blood-thitsty  dependents,  there  seems  no 
doubt  that  this  plan  would  have  been  carried 
into  speedy  execution. 

Nothmg  can  paint  the  vicissitude  of  human 
events  in  colours  more  striking  than  the  tran- 
sitions of  this  critical  period.  Dumas  who  made 
this  proposal)  and  had  partially  satisfied  bis  mer- 
ciless disposition  by  signing,  a  few  hours  be- 
fore, the  dekth-warrant  of  sixty  victims,  was  the 
very  next  day  brought  before  the  same  tribmial, 
composed  of  his  accomplices,  or  rather  his  crea- 
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tures,  and  by  them  condemned  to  die.  Thus 
did  experience  confirm  the  general  observation, 
that  the  niultiplicity  and  enormity  of  punish- 
ments announces  an  approaching  revolution* 
The  torrents  of  blood  which  tyrants  shed^  are^ 
in   the  end,  swelled  by  their  own. 

In  lieu  of  a  tribunal  of  blood,  the  Palais  de 
Justice  is  now  appropriated  to  the  sittings  of 
the  three  tribunals,  designated  by  the  following 
titles:  Tribunal  de  cassation^  Tribunal  d^appely 
and  Tribunal  de  premthe  instance.  The  first 
of  these,  the  Tribunal  de  cassation^  occupies  the . 
audience-chambers  of  the  late  parliament;  while 
the  grande  chambre  is  appointed  for  the  meet- 
ings  of  its  united  Sections.     The  decoration  of 

m 

this  spacious  apartment  is  entirely  changed:  it 
is  embellished  in  the  antique  style;  and  a  per- 
son in  contemplating  it  might  fancy  himself  at 
Athens. 

Adjoining  to  the  Palais  de  Justice^  is  the  fa- 
mous prison,  so  dreaded  in  the  early  periods  of 
the  revolution,  called 

LA  CONCIERGERIE. 

From  this  fatal  abode,  neither  talent,  virtue? 
nor  patriotism  could,  at  one  time,  secure  those 
who  possessed  such  enviable  qualities.  Lavoi- 
sier, "  Malsherbes,  Condorcet,  &c.  were  here 
suixessively  immured,  previously  to  being   sent 
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to  the  gi:dlIotine.  Here  too  the  ^  ufttortaniM 
Marie-Antoinette  Hved  in  a  comficirtieai  mtef-* 
ner^  from  the  and  of  Jaly>  1796,  to  the  »ddi 
of  October  foQowtng^  the  period  of  her  gqih 
dexonation* 

On  being  reconducted  tb  ^tlt  pgrison^  at  fov 
oVlock  in  the  ntonAng>  after  heariiig  bei  sentence 
read,  the  hiqdeas  qxjteen  disfdayed  a  fbrtkisfc 
worth}  of  th_e  (bfaghter  of  tine  higb*mindcd 
Maria  Theresa.  She  requested  a  f€#  htmri^ 
req)ite>  to  compose  her  mmA,  and  entre^teif  tdbe 
left  to  herself  m  tiie  rdotn  vijoc&i  Ab  had  tilS 
then  occupied^  The  momeht  she  was  ahme^  akw 
first  cut  off  her  hair,  aeid  theil  luring  aside  hef 
widowed  weeds>  which  she  had  aht^ays  ysfont  sktca 
the  death  of  the  iuag,  put  on  a  ^ifee  dresF,  and 
threw  herself  on  bear  bed,  ^ere  she  skpfe  tiU 
eleven  o'cloek  the  i^acpe  mornings  when  sbs  was 
awakened,  in  order  to  be  taken  to  the  scaf&l^ 

Contimi^n^  to  crms  finQ  Ue  AtPalmsy  i»  a  di- 
rection towards  the  south,  we  preseatl;  reach  tlnr 

PONT  ST.  MlCHEl^. 

This  bridge  stands  in  a  direct  line  with  the 
Pont  au  Change,  and  is  situaited  cai  the  scwith 
channel  of  the  rive*,  ft  was  formerly  of  wood  : 
but  having  been  frequently  destroyed  it  was  re^ 
built  with  stone  in  1618,  and  coveved  on  both 
sides  with  houses.    From  the  Pont  Neuf,  tha 
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back  of  these  buildings  has  a  most  diiiag^eeable 
ami  filthy,  appearahce^.  j  It  is  Baid.  that  jfefc^y  are 
tabe  taben  down,  ^  those  have  been,  which  stood 
on  the  other  bridgess.  .  .  i  , :        I 

In<  severe  winters,  when  there  is  much  ic§ 
in  1  the  river,  it   is  » curious,   on  the  '  breaking 
up  of    the    frost,    to    behold,  families   dfesdrt-*^ 
ing  .their  habitations,  like    so  many  reitsy   and 
carrying    with-  them   their,  valuables^  from  the 
apprehension  that  these  crazy  tenemeuts  might 
fall  into  the  river.     This  wise  precaution  is  sug- 
gested by  the  knowledge  of  these ;  bridges,-  >^'hen 
,  built  of  wood*,  having  been  often  sw^pt  away 
by  ice  or  great  inundations^    .  .  ! 
. ,    The  Pont  St:  Michel  consists  of  foiir  arches. 
.Its  length  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight . feet, 
by,  sixty  in  breadth,  incliliding  the  houses,  be- 
^tween  which  is  a  passage  for  three,  oafriages- 

If,  to  avoid  being  entangled  in  narrowi^  dirty 
.streets^  we /return,  by  the  stole  rovtte^  to  the 
north. bank  of  the  Seine,  and  proceed  to  the 
westward,  along,  the  Quai  de.  Ghre^,  whi<ih.is 
partly  built  on  piles,  driven  into  the  bed  of  the 
river,  .we  shall  coitie  to .  the 

PONT  NOTRE-DAME. 

A  wooden  bridge,  which  previously  existed 
here,  having  been  frequpntly  carried  awoy  by 
inundations,  Lewis    XII   ordered  the  coastruc^e 

VOL.  I.  ji;  s 
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don  of  the  f»Meift  one  of  sfeofte,  mtuch  ts« 
begun  m  14999  and  cdmpkted  in  1507*  U  vaut 
buflt  fipotn  tlift  plin  of  on«  Jocokm,  a  Corie^ 
lier^  and  native  of  Verona^  mi  is  .gea^raUy  sd^. 
mired*  for  the  Mlidity,  as  «(^n  as  beaofcf  of  its 
architecture,  it  consmts  of  stt  amhes^  aftd  k 
two  huiidred  and  aeventy^ix  ^t  in  length, 
f ormedy  it  fivtas  boidered  by  houses^  which 
tvere  taken  dovii  in  1786^  thi3  has  rendered 
the  quiuter  motQ  wry,  and  consequently  man 
salubrious. 

It  was  on  this  bridge  that  Uie  Pope's  Le^te 
reviewed  the  6cctesi«ftical  infantry  of  the  Les^TC^ 
on  the  the  3d  of  June^  1590.  Capochkis^  Mi- 
nimes^  Coiddieys,  Jacobins  or  Dominicans^  Feuil- 
lans^  tec.  all  with  their  robe  tucked  up,  their  cowl 
thrown  behind^  a  belttet  ofi  their  faead^  a  coat 
of  mail  on  their  bo(fy,  d  sword  by  t^ir  ^de, 
and  a  musquet  on  their  shoulder^  ^niyrched  four 
by  four,  headed  by  the  revenmd  bishop  of  Sat- 
lis,  bearing  a  spontoon.  But^scMe  of  this  holy 
soldiery,  forgetting  that  theit  pieces  were  loaded 
with  ball,  wished  to  salwte  the  Legate,  and 
killed  by  his  side  one  of  ihis  cbs^ains.  His 
Eminence  finding  that  it  began  to  grow  hot 
at  this  review,  hastened  to  give  his  benediction, 
and  vanii^ied. 
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Dec&nber  IS^.incontimiatioiu 

Travemng  once  more  two-thirds  of  the  Ik 
dtt  Palais  in  a  direction  from  north  to  sOutb^ 
ftnd  then  striking  off  to  &e  edst,  Bp  the  Sue  de 
Callandre^  we  reach  Uxe  ^  :<-... 

CATHEDRAL  OF  NptRE-pAly*E. 

This  churchy  the  first  ever  built  in  JPms;  wds 
began  about  the  year  375^  uiider  the  reign  of 
the  emperor  Valentintan  L  It  was  tjien  called 
Si.  Btienne  or  Sl  StephMs,  suid  there  Was  as 
3f'et  no  other  ^mthih  the  wails  of  thii  city  in 
iyi%  wheh  CSiildeberf^  son  of  Clo^^3  repaired 
and  eniarged  it,  adding  to  ill  a  new  basilie; 
which  was  dedicated  to  Notr^  Dcmk  or  Qifr 
.Lady.  •  "-'    ■ 

More  anciently^ .  ttnd^  Tiberiii^^  there  hod 
been^  bn  the  s&me  i^ot>  an  altat  in  the  open 
air,  dedicated  to  Jupiier  ajfid  ether  pagan  gods^ 
part.of  w^bh  is  i^till  in  being  at  the  Musaoic 
OP  French  Monuments,  in  the  Rue  de^  Petits 
Au^iistifu^ 

These  two  churches  existed  till  abdut  the  year 
1160,  under  the  reign  o(  Lewis  the  Youngs 
when  the  conatracttoh  of  the  present  cathedral 
^as  begun  partly  on  thek  foundadons*  (t  was 
not  linifilied  till  1 185,  during  the  reign  of  Pliilip 
Augustus* 

This  Godiic  Chm-ch  is  one  of  t^  handsomest 
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•and  most  spack)\ls  m'^Frdnce.  It  has  a  ma^ 
jistic  ahd  '  Venerable  appeanmce,  -arid,  is  sup- 
ported^  byl  one  ihundved[>  and)  tweittyv  clu'steied 
coluliins.''  its'  lengdl'  Is ^: three  hundred  .'and 
ninety  feet  by  one  htiridred.and  forty-four  in 
breadth,  and  one  hundred  and  two  in  height. 

We"  nfust  hot '^  expect  to  find  standing  here 
^the  |weittyj«ix:kiing8,  benefactors. of  this  church, 
ifr om ' iGhiUeric  f I'  to,  -  Philip .  Awgustusy  .fojurteen 
ifeiet >high^^  who  fi^urad  ron  the  same,  line^  above 
:thef  thnetu'iloars  of  .the  principal  :feqade.  '  iThey 
1  have;  jail  i  Allen  ubder ';  the  r  blows  of  the  icono- 
1  clasts, . and  are  Aow: :piledtiii  b^rtd ;the . church. 
, There  lie  round^belKei.  Charleiha^e^  with;  his 
'pipe  in  his  mouth/  and  Pepin,  the  Short,;  with 
his  sword  in  his  hand,  and  a  lion,  the  emblem 
f of  courage, ^ undenhis:; 'feet. ,  jllie  latter,  like 
iTfdeusi^  mentioned.in ,  .tha  Iliads  though  smaS 
.ih.statistreji  wa^istdut . iaheai't,'  as ; appears  froin 
jJthecfiJHbwihg.-at^cdirfefifrilflted/Qf  him  .by  the 

In  former  times,  as  is  well  know,n,  Jungs  took 
ia  deligl^tjia  ^setting:  wild^hea^ts  and  ferocious  ani- 
,inaU'to'%ht  .agiinsb  eatjh  ! otlifer. -  At  one  of 
:the§e.i  fighter  be,t\wbni  adidft  andia^biaH,  in  the 
abbey  of,  KQCriereflylBepitt  the  Short,  .who  knew 
(thatlsdmQi'iioblemen^rwefc  dailyi  dxerciaitig  their 
pleasantry  on  his  small  stature,  addressed  to 
ithem-i^thid  v<^eJticQia)  ^i  iWi»6R    of  you  .feels 

1  a  a[ 
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^  himself  bold  enough  to  kill :  or.  separate .  thos6 
^V  terrible vanimaU?"  Seeiftg;  that,  not  one  of 
theoi  sljepped ,  forwa^,,  Bxid  \that  .the  proposal 
alone  made  them  shudder:  "  Well/'  added  .he^ 
J^  *tis  I  then  whp  will  perforgtithe  feat."  H^ 
aQCordinglj  descended  frojn  his  place,  drew  his 
swordj,  kil)e^.r  the  lion,  at.  another  strpke.  cut 
off  the  iie^  of  the  bull,  and  then,  looking: 
fiarcely  fit  the.  railers:.  "  .Know,"  said  he/  to 
^em,  ^*^,that  statute  adds  nothing  jto  courage^ 
^^and  that-  I  shall  find  means  to  bring  to  thQ 
ground  the  proud,  persons  who  shall  dare  to 
despise  me,  as  little  David  laid  low  the  great 
giant  Goliah/-  Hence  the  attribute  given  to 
the  statue' of , king  Pepin,  which  not  long  since 
horned  t;h€|  facade ,  of ,  Natre-Dame,  ^ . 

The  groups  of  angels,  saints,  and  patriarchs^ 
which,,  no  doubt,  owe  their  present  existence 
c)nly.  tothdjT  jgreat  nupi^er,  still  present  tp 
the  eye  of  the  observer  that  burlesque  mixture 
<>i  the  pj-ofane  apd  religious,  sp  common  in 
the  symbplical  representations  pf  the  twelfth 
cpifitjify^  ,  fThese  figures  adorn  the  triple  row 
oi  indented  borders  of  the  arches  of  the  thrcQ 
doors.  . 

..  Two  enormous  square  towers,  each  two  hun- 
dred and  two  feet,  in  height,  and  terminatedl 
J)y  a  platform,, decorate  each  end  of  the  cathedral, 
1^  ascent  to  them  is  by  -a  winding  stairrca?e 
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of  three  hiindted  atid  ^ghty-nihe  st^,  an4 
tHerr  dommunicatibn  is  \>y  a  giillery  which  has 
no  support  but  Obthic  pillars  of  a  fightncBs 
that  excites  admiratioti. 

Independently  of  the  six  bdlfe,  which  have 
disappeat-ed  with  the  little  belfipy  that  con- 
tained them,  ih  the  two  towers  were  ten,  one 
of  whifch  weighed  forty-four  thousand  pounds. 

At  the  foot  of  the  north  tower  is  the  rural 
fcalendar  or  zodiac,  which  has  been  descnbedl 
by  M.  Le  Genti!,  member  of  the  Academy  of. 
Sciences.  The  Goths  had  borrowed  from  the 
Indians  this  custom  of  thus  represefAtihg  tus^c 
labours  at  the  entrance  of  their  templei. 

Another  Gothic  bas-relief,  which  is  seen  on 
the  left,  iij  entering  by  the  gl'eat  door,  tm* 
doubtedly  represents  that  condemned  soul  who, 
tradition  says,  rose  from  his  bier,  during  divine 
service,  in  order  to  pronounce  his  ov^  dam- 
nation. 

None  of  the  forty-five  chapels  hJavc  pre- 
served the  smallest  vestige  of  their  ornaments. 
Those  which  escaped  the  destructive  rage  of  the 
tnodern  Vandals,  have  been  transport^  to  the 
Museum  op  French  Monuments.  The  most  re- 
markable are  the  statue  of  Pierre  de  Gondi,  an:h« 
bishop  of  Paris,  the  mausoleum  of  the  Conte  d*Har- 
toutt,  designed  by  his  widow,  the  modem  Arte- 
misia, and  executed  by  PigallCi  together  with  <iie 
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group  Mpres^iog  ^  vQi«r  qC  St.  Lewb^  by  Cos-*, 
tpu  die  dder*  Sk  aiigw^s  in  bronze^  which  weie 
seen  at  tlie  further  end  o^  ih^  chok^  hav$  also 
been  removed  thidhen. 

The  steU$  pf^^evit,  !»  sqa^re  kpd  oval  coou* 
parti^mts^  bos^reli^fs  veiy  cj^Ucateiy  $culptwed^ 
Fefreflen4iag  subjects  t^iien  fy>9i:  the  life  qf  the^ 
MoLy  Wgm  (ynd  fromi  the  l^w  Testament.  Of 
the  two  episcopal  pulpits^  which  are  at  the 
jttrtlier  end^  %\»  (^^j,  th9i  of  the  archbishop^ 
repre9e&t9  the  rsHtf^yrdom  of  St.  Denb;  the 
othav  QfjpQiit!^  the  ci;Mre  of  king  Childebert^  by 
the  iutefcessicm  of  St.  Qermain. 

Some  old  tapesl;Fyj  lamg  scantily  round  the 
chQir,  n^lt^  om  vegre^'  th^  handso9)e  irooi 
taUing^  so  richly  wrought^  by  which  it  was  in-* 
clqiiedy  and  spiK^e  v^lu^ble  pictures^  which  now* 
figure   in  the  grand  Gallery  of  the  Cbntrai# 

MUSBUM  OP  TK¥  A^TS. 

The  nave^  quite  as  naked  as  the  choir  aud 
ijm  sanctuary^  had  been  enriched,  as  far  as  the 
Sf^oe  would  ^dtfi^it,  with  pictures,  twelve  feet 
high,  give^  for  a  long  time,  on  every  first  of 
May,  by  the  Qoldsmiths*  company  and  the  fra* 
teroity  qf  St.  A^ne  and  St.  ]\^ar(%l. 

On  the  last  pillar  of  the  nave,  on  the  right,. 
was  the  equ^strioin  statue  of  Plulip  of  Valois. 
That  i,ing  was  here  represented  on  horseback^. 
with  his  vizor  down,  ^ord  in  Jti^n^^  and  anned 
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cStp-^-jMc,  in  the  very  manner  in  which  he  ro^ 
into  the  cathedral  of  Notre-Dame^  in  1328,^ 
after  the  battle  of  CasseL  At  the  foot  trf  l\ie 
altar  he  left  his  horse,  together  with  his  ar-. 
iftour,  whicli  hie  had  worn  in  the  battle,  as  an 
offering  to  the  Holy  Virgin,  after  having  re- 
turned thanks-  to  God  and  to  her,  say  histo-. 
riaiis,for  the  ^  victory  he'  had  obtained  through 
her  intercession.     '    '  }    •  ^  •    t 

'  Above  the  lateral  alleys,  ai»»weil  of  the  choir 

as  of  the  nave,  are-  large  galleries;  separated  by 

•  •  •  •  -  ■ 

little  pillars  of  a  single  jpiece,  and  bordered  by 
iron  balustrades.-  Here '  spectators  place  them^^ 
sclvei^   to  see    grand .  ceremonies.  >   Prom  their 

balconies  were  forniferly   suspended  the  colours 

.  ......  ,  ^ 

tstken  from  th6  enemy:  these  are  now  displayed^ 

• 

in  the  Temple  of  Mars  at  the'  H6tbl  des  Ik-- 

VALIDES."  '     *  '      ,:!.-•/     : 

The  organ,  which  appears  t^  have  suffered 
no  injury,  is  reckoned  one* of  the  loudest  and 
most  complete  in  France.  It  is  related  that 
Daquin,  an  incomparable  organisty  \lrbo  died  in* 
1781 J  once  hriitated  the  nightiflgak  on  it  so 
perfectly,  that  the  beadle  was  sent  oil'  the  roof 
of  the  church,  to  endeavbift' "to  discover  the 
musical  bird.'  >  '  •  >  " 
•  Some  of  the  stained  glass  is  beautiful.  Two 
ro§es,  restored  to  their  original  state,  the  one 
6n  the  side  of  the  archipiScopal  palace,*  in  1726, 
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And  the  other  above  the  organ,  in  1780,  prove 
by  their  lustre,  that  the  modems  are  not  so. 
inferior  to  the.  anpiejits,  in  th^  art  of  painting 
on  glass,  as  is  commonly  imagined. 

Should  your  curiosity  lead  you  to  contemplate 
the  house  of  Fulberty  the- canon,  the  supposed, 
uncle  to  the  tetider  Heloise,  where  that  ceW. 
brated  woman  passed  her  youthful  days,  you 
must  enter,  by  -the  cloister  of  Notre^Dame^ 
'  into  the  street  that  leads  to  the  Pont  Rouge^ 
since  removed.  It  is  the  last  house  on  the  right 
under  the  arcade,  and  is  easily  distinguislied  by: 
two  medallions  in  stone,  preserved  on  the  fa-f 
ijrfde,  though  it  has  been  several  times  rebuilt 
during  the  spaice  of  six  hundred  years.  All 
the  authors  who  have  wrFtten  on  the  antiqui^ 
ties  of  Paris^  speak  of  these  medallions  as  being 
real  portraits  of  Abelard  and  Heloise.  It  is> 
presumable  that  they  were  so  originally ;  buty 
without  being  a  connoisseur,  any  one  may  dis- 
cover that  the  dresses  of  these  figures  are  far* 
fiiore  modern  than « those  peculiar  to  the  twelfth' 
century;  whence  it  may  be  concluded  that  the) 
original  portraits  having  been  destroyed  by  time/ 
OP  by  the  alterations  which  the  house  has  under- 
gone, these  busts  have  been  executed  by.  some? 
fnore  modern  sculptor  of  no  great  talents.       :^ 

fjC^ving  the  cathedral,   by    the    Rue    Notre-* 
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Damey  and  taming  to  the  left,  qn  reibchkig  the 
Marcht  Ptxiuy  we  come  to  the 

PETIT  PONT. 

like  the  Poaa  St.  Mchel,  this  bidge  is 
ntuated  on  the  south  channel  ctf  the  river^ 
9mA  stands  in  a  direct  line  with  th^  P^nt 
Notre^Dame.  It  ori^nally  owed  ita  eon»bti€*> 
tion  to  the  following  circnnist^fiee,. 

Four  Jews^  accused  of  having  kitted  one  ot 
their  conrerted  brethren^  were  condemned  to 
be  publicly  whipped  through  all  the  streets  o£ 
the  city^  on  four  successive  Sundays.  Mtw 
having  suffered  the  half^  of  their  sentence^  to 
ledeem  themselves  fit)m  the  other  half^  th^  paid 
1  SfiQO  francs  of  gold  This  sum  was  a^propnated 
to  the  erection  of  the  Fetit  Fcmi^  the  firat  stonQ 
©f  which  was  laid  by  Charles  VI,  in  13§5» 

In  1718,  two  barges,  loaded  with  hay,  csi^t 
£re,  and  being  cut  loose,  drifted  under  the  arehea 
of  this  bridge,,  tirhich,  in  the  space  of  four  hour^ 
was  consumed,  together  with  the  houses  sliandii]^ 
on  it.  The  following  year  it  was.  rebuilt^  but 
without  houses. 

•v  Proceeding  to  the  east,  along  the  qtiays  of 
the  Ik  du  Palais  J  you  will  find  the 

PONT  Au  double; 


^Ji 
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This  little  bridge,  situated  behind  the  Hdtel-^ 
Dieuy  of  which  I  shall  speak  hereafter^  is  dea^ 
lifted  for  foot-passengers  only,  as  was  the  Pont 
Rouge.  Hie  latter  was  the  point  of  communis 
ceition  between  the  Citi  and  the  He  Su  Louis; 
but  the  frequent  reparations  which  it  required^ 
occasioned  it  to  be  removed  in  179^>  though, 
by  the  Plan  of  Paris,  it  still  appears  to  be  in 
existence.  However,  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
replace  it  by  aiiother  of  stone.* 

Supposing  that  you  have  regained  the  north 
bank  of  the  Seine,  by  means  of  the  Pont 
Notre-Damey  you  follow  the  quays,  which  skirt 
that  shore,  till  you  reach  the 

PONT  MARIE- 

This  bridge  forms  a  communication  between 
the  Port  St.  Paul  and  the  lie  St.  Louis.  The 
Pont  Marie  was  named  after  the  engineer  who 
engaged  with  Henry  IV  to  build  it;  but  that 
prince  having  been  assassinated,  the  young 
king,  Lewis  XIII,  and  the  queen  dowager,  laid 

*  Workmen  are«  at  this  moment,  employed  in  the  constrac* 
tion  of  three  new  bridges.  The  firsts  already  mentioned,  will 
form  a  communication  between  the  cLdevant  College  des 
^laire  Nations  and  the  Loteore  5  the  second,  between  the  lie 
du  Palais  and  the  lie  St.  Louis  i  and  the  thirds  between  the 
Jardin  des  Planics  and  the  Arsenal. 
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the  first  stone  in  l6l4:  it  was'  finished,  and 
bordered  with  houses,  in  l635^  It  consists  of 
five  arches^  .  Its  length  is  three  hundred  feet^ 
by  sixty- two  in  breadth-  An -inundation  having 
parried  away  two  of  the  arches,  in  l658,  they 
were  repaired  without  the  addition  of  houses^ 
and  in  1789,:  the  others  were  removed. 
.  Passing  through  the  Rue  des  Deux  -Ponts^ 
which  Ues  in  a  direct  line  with  tlie  Pont  Marif^, 
we  arrive  at  the  .       :  . 

PONT  DE  LA  TOURNELLE, 

:  Ttus  bridge  takes  its  name  from  the  Chateau  de 
la  Tournellcy  contiguous  to  .the  Porte  St.  B^rnard^ 
where  the  galley-slaves  used  formerly  to  be  lodged, 
till  they  were  sent  off  to  the  different  public 
works.  It  consists  of  six  arches  of  solid  construe- 
tion,  aod  i^  bordered  on  each  side,  by  a  foot* 
pavement.    '  .  . 

-,  You  are  now  acquainted  with  .alj  tl>e  bridges 
in  Paris ;  but  should  you  .  prefer  crossing  the^ 
Seine  in  a  boat,  there  ^re  several  ferries  between, 
the  bridges,  and  at  other  convenient  places. 
Here,  you  may  always  meet  with  a  waterman, 
who,  for  the  sum  of  one  so2iy  will  carry  you  over, 
whether  master  or  lackey.  Like  the  old  ferrymaj\ 
Charon,  he  makes  no  distinction  of  personSt»        > 


r 
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LETTER  XXXri. 
"  Paris,  Deeemher'^O,  imw   - 

*  •  •  •  •  »  * 

What  a  charminfr  abode  is  Paris^  for  a  man  whd 
can  afford  to  live  at  tKe  i*ate  *  of  a.  thousand  of 

fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year!  Pleasures  wait 

■•  •     •  > 

not  for  him  to  go  in  quest  of  thetn-  they 
tiome  to  him  of  •  their  ofwn  accord;  they  spring 
up,  in  a  manner,  under  his  very  feet,  and  fotm 
larbund  him  an  officious  retinue.  Every  niomient 
tef  the  day  can  present  a  new  gratification  'to  hirA 

who  knowis  how  to' enjoy  it ;  and,  with  prudent 

•        •  •  . 

management,  the  longest  life  even  Vould  not 
x^asily  ex:haust  so  ample  a  stock.  .       .i 

•*  Paris  h^$  l<>i^g  been  te;nried  an  epttbnie  of  th^ 
World.  •  ■'  But,  perhaps^  never  could  this  denomina- 
tion  be  applied  to  it  ^itW  so  much  propriety  as  at 
the  present  moment.  The  chances  of  war  have 
il6t  only  rendered  it  ^  the  centre  of  the  fine  arts, 
the  museum  of  the  most  celebrated  'masters- 
pieces  in  existence,  the  emporium  wher^  the 
luxury  of  Europe  comes  to  procui^e  its  super- 
•fluities ;  but  the  taste  for  pleasure  has  also  fourid 
imeans  to  assemble  here  all  the  enjoyments  which 
-Nature  seemed  to  have  exclusively  kpjiropriated 
to  Other  drmates; .    -•'';<         .  .  ..'  . 

"  Every  country  has  -its-  charms  and  advantegei^. 
Paris  alone  appears  to  combine  them  all.     Ev-ery 
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region^  every  corner  of  the  globe  seems  .to  vie  in 
hastening  to  forward  hither  the  tribute  of  its  ^o-^ 
ductions*  Are^you  an  epicure?  No  delicacy  of 
the  tid>Ie  bat  may  be  eaten  in  Paris.-^Are  you  a 
t(^)er?  No  delicious  wine  but  may  be  dnuik^  in 
Paris.-— Are  you  fond  of  frequenting  places  of 
public  entertainment?  No  sort  of  qpectade  but 
may  be  seen  in  Paris. — ^Are  you  desirous  of  hsa^ 
f»x>ving  your  mind  ?  No  kind  of  instruction  but 
n«y  be  acquired  in  Paria.-^Axe  you  aa  admirer  of 
the  fair  sex  ?  No  description  of  feinde  beauty  bu( 
may  be  obtained  in  Faris.«f-»Are  you  partial  to  the 
society  of  men  of  extraordinary  talents  ?  No  great 
genius  but  comes  to  display  his  knowledge  in 
Paris. — ^Are  you  inclined  to  discuss  military  to- 
pics i  No  hero  but  briiigs  his  laurels  to  Paris.— f 
In  a  word,  every  person^  £av<»u'ed  by  Nature  or 
Fcnrtune,  flies  to  enjoy  the  gifts  of  either  in  Parisi 
Even  every  place  cdebrated  in  the  annals  of  vo» 
luptuou^ess^  is>  as  it  were^  reproduced  in  Pari^ 
which^  in  some  shape  or  another^  presents  its 
name  or  image. 

Without  going  out  of  this  capital,  you  may, 
in  the  season  when  Nature  puts  on  her  verdant 
livery,  visit  JdaUumy  present  your  incense  to  the 
Graces,  and  adore,  in  her  temple^  the  queen  ol 
love;  while  at  Tivoli,  you  may,  perhaps,  find  as 
many  beauties  and  charms  as  were  formerly  ad* 
^  mired  at  the  enchanting  spot  on  the  banks  of  the 


A  SltSTCR  GIf  PAtli.  431 

AniOy  >vhicfa9  under  its  ancient  name  of  7\'dur» 
mM  80  extolled  by  the  Latin  poet$;  and  close  to 
the  Boulevard^  at  Frascatiy  you  may^  in  tha£gay 
season,  eat  ices  as  good  as  those  with  whidi  Car* 
din^d  de  Bemis  used  to  regale  his  visiters,  at  his 
ehanning  villa  in  the  OmpAgML  di  Ranuu  Who 
therefore  need  travel  farther  than  Paris  to  ei^ojr 
lev^  gratification  1^ 

If  then,  towards  tiie  clc^e  of  a  ivar,  tiie  moA 
Ct^ktftd  and  destructive  that  ever  was  waged,  the 
^isefid  and  wg^e&akAt  seem  tp  have  proceeded  here 
liand  fti  haxfed  in  improv^enient,  what  may  not  be 
e&pect^d  m  the  ti^tnqditlit^  of  a  £»v  years'  peaces 
Vl^  k«i0ws  but  tte  emperor  Julian's  ^^  dear 
LuMia**  may  one  day  vie  in  splendour  with 
^Ckebes  and  its  hundred  gates,  ot  ancient  Rome 
^^vering  its'seven  mountainsij 

However,  if  Tivoli  and  Frascati  throw  open 
tiieir  deli^aitful  recesses  to  the  vo4i»te8  of  pleasure 
only  in  i^ring  and  smnmer,  even  now,  during 
the  fogs  of  December,  you  may  repair  tq 

PAPHOS. 

It  im^t  almost  be  said  that  you  ent^  this 
place  of  amusement  gratis^  for,  though  a  slight 
tribute  <^  seventy-five  centimes  {<:ir€a  seven-pence 
hal^anny  sterling)  is  required  for  the  admission 
of  every  person,  yet  you  may  take  refrestement  to 


49%  A  sKirca  op  r aria* 

^he  Amount  of  that  sum,  without  agaiii  putfing* 
font  hand  into  your  pocket?  because  .the  oauntcr:* 
xtmky  given  at  theidoor,'  is  recfeived  at  the  bar  ta  . 
teady-^money^     . 

,  This  speculatibo^  :the  first  of  the :  kind  in 
JFrarice,  and.  one  of  the  most  speicious^  is,  by  iU 
accounts,  also<me/of  the. most,  productive-  ft 
would  be  too  rigorous,  no  doubt,  to  compare  the 
:&equentera.of  the  modern  Paphos.  to  the  inhabit- 
lants'iof  the  ancient.  Here,  indeed,  you,  must 
rneither  look  .for  HGgantesy  i\or  mmcadinsii  but 
•you  may  view  belles,  ks$  gifted  by  Fortiflie,  kir 
)dulging  in  innocent  recreation, .  and  for .  a  vdule 
dispcHing  their,  cares,  by/danjcing  to  Jthe  exhikr^at- 
jng  music  of  aa  orchestra ;  not  ill  ico^iposed. 
•Here,  the  grisette  banishes  the  ewnwf  of;  six  days* 
application  to  the  labours,  of  her  industry,  by 
footing  it  avv&y  on  Sunday..  Hither,  in  short,  the 
Jess  reined, sons,  and  daughters  of  mirth  repair 
to  see  and  be  seen,  and  to  partake .  of  the  general 
diversiouir :  .        , 

Paphos  is  situated  on  that  part  of  the  Bou- 
levard, called  the  Boulevard  du  Temple^  whither 
;I  was  led  the  other  evening  by  that  .sort  of  curi- 
osity, which  can  be  satisfied  :only  when  the  ob- 
jects that  afford  it  aliment  are  exhausted.  .1  had 
just  come  out  of  another  place  of  public  amuse- 
ment, at  no  great  distancjp,  called 
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LA  PHANTASMAOOiUE. 

» 

This*  is  an  exKiBition  in  the  Cour  des  Capii- 
cine^y  adjoining  to  the  Boulevard,  where  Robert- 
son, a  skilful  professor  of  physics,  amuses  or 
terrifies  his  audience  By  the  appearance  of 
spectres,  phantoms,  &c.  In  trie  piece  which  I 
saw,  called  Le  Tombeau  de  Rohespierrej  he 
carries  illusion  to  ah  extraordinary  degree  of  re- 
finement. His  cabinet  of  pKysics  is  rich,  and  his  ' 
effects  of  optics  are  manageii  in  the  true  style  of 
French'  gallantry.  His  experiments  of  galvanism 
excite  admiration.  He  repeats  tlie  difficult  ones 
of  M.  VoLTA,  and  clearly  demonstrates  the  elec- 
trical phenomena  preserifed  by  the  metallic  pile. 
A  hundred  disks  of  silver  and  a  hundred  pieces 
of  zinc  are  sufKcient  for  him  to  produce  attrac- 
tions,  sparks,  the  divergency  of  the  electrometer, 
and  electric  hail.  He  charges  a  hundred  Ley- 
den  bottles  by  tfie  simple  contact  of  the  metallic 
pile.  Robertson,  I  understand,  is  the  first  who 
Kas.  makle  these  experiments  in  Pai-is,  and  has 
succeeded  in  discharging  Volta's  pistol  by  tl>e. 
galvanic  spirt. 

FiTZAM^s,  a'  famous  ventriloquist^  entertains 
arid  astonishes  tlie  company  by  a  display*  of  his 
powers,  which'  arfe  truly  surprising. 

You  m'ay^  perhaps,  be  desirous  to  procure  your . 
family  circle  the    «atis!actiQ|L  of  enjoying    the 

vol..  I.  F  JP 
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Pkantasmageria,  though  not  on.  the  grand  scale 
on  which  it  is  exhibited  by  Robertson.  By 
the  communication  of  a  friend^  I  am  happy  iu 
being  enabled  to  make  yqu  master  of  the  se- 
cret, as  nothing  can  be  more  useful  in  the 
education  of  children  than  to  banish  from  their 
mbd  the  deceitful  illusion  of  ghosts  and  hob- 
goblins, which  they  are  so  apt  to  imbibe  from 
their  nurses.  But  to  .  the  point — '^  You  have/* 
says  my  author,  "  only  to  call  in  the  first, 
itinerant  foreigner,  who  perambulates  the  streets 
with  a  galantee-show  (as  it  is  commonly  termed, 
in  London),  apd  by  imparting  to  him  your  wish, 
if  he  is  not  deficient  in  intelligence  and  skill, 
he  will  soon  be  able  to  give  you  a  rehearsal  of  . 
the  apparition  of  phantoms:  for,  by  approaching 
or  withdrawing  the  stand  of  his  show,  and 
finding  the.  focus  of  his  glasses,  you  will  see 
the  objects  diminish  or  enlarge  either  on  the 
white  wall,  or  the  sheet  that  is  extended. 

'^  The  illusion  which  leads  us  to  imagine 
that  an  object  which  increases  in  all  its  parts, 
is  advancing  towards  us,  is  the  basis  of  the 
Phantasmagoria^  and,  in  order  to  produce  it 
with  the  galantee-^show,  you  have  only  to  with- 
draw slowly  the  lantern  from  the  place  on 
which  the  image  is  represented,  by  approaching 
the  outer  lens  to  that  on  which  the  object  is 
tfaced:   this   is  easily    done,   that   glass    being 
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fixed  in  a  moveable  tube  like  that  of -^  dpera* 
glass.  As  for  approaehitig  the  lantenx  gradually^ 
it  may  be  effected  with  the  samQ-  facility,  by 
pl^^ing  it  on  a  little  table 'whh.  castors^  and,  by 
means  of  a  very  simple  liechanism, .  it  ii  evi^ 
dent  that  .both  these  movi^iients  mJiyi  be  ex^ 
ecuted  together  i;i  suitable  progression. 

*^  The  deception  recurred  to  by  phahtasma- 
gorists  is  fiirther  increased  by  the  mystery  th&t 
conceals,  from  the  eyes  of  the  public^  their 
operations  and  optical  instruments:  bat  it  is 
easy  for  the  showman  to  snatch  froiu  thefia 
this  superiority^  and  to  strengthen  the  illusion 
for  the  children  whom  you  choose  to  amuse 
with  this  sight.  For  that  purpose^  he  has  only 
to  change  the  arrangement  of  the  -^heet,  by 
Requiring  it  to  be  suspended  from  the  ceiling, 
between  him  and  the  spectators,  much  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  curtain  of  a  playhouse, 
which  separates  the  stage  from  the  pubKc.  The 
transparency  of  the  cloth  shews  through  it  the 
coloured  rays,  and,  provided  it  be  not  of  too  thick. 
and  too  close  a  texture,  the  image  presents  itself 
as  clear  on  the  one  side  as  on  the-  other. 

"  If  to  these  easy  means  you  could  unite 
those  employed  by  Robertson,  such  as  the 
black  hangings,  which  absorb  the  colowed  rays, 
the  little  musical  preparations,  atiad^xjthers,  you 

P  F  2 
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might  transform  all  the  galahtee^skows  into  as 
4nany.  phcentasmagoriciSy  in  spite  of  .  the.  prionty 
of  intention,  which  belongs,  conscientiously,  to 
Father  Kxrcher,  a  German  Jesuit,  \rho  first 
found  nlkea^  lo  apply  his  knowledge  respecting 
light.  to\  the  construction  of  the  ma^c  lan- 
tern.       ::::-;  .  . 

*^  The.  coloured  figm^,  exhibited  by  the 
phatasmagorists,  have  no  relation  to  these  ef« 
fects  of  light:  they  are  effigies  covered  with 
gold-beater's  skin,  or  any  other  transparent  sub- 
atahee,'  in  whid:i  is  placed  a  dark  lantern.  The 
Jight  of  this'huitem  is  extinguished  or  concealedi 
by  pnlKng  a>.  string,  or  touching  a  spring,  at 
tha  moment  jwhen  any  one  wishes  to  seize  on 
the  figure,  Miich,  by  this  contrivance,  seems  to 
disappear.       .i^ 

^^  The  proprietors  of  the  grand  exhibitions 
of  phantasmagoria  join  to  these  simple  means 
a  combination  of  difierent  effects,  which  they 
partly  derive .  from  the  phenomena  presented  by 
ih^  camera  abscura. :  Some  faint  idea  of  that 
part :  of  ::physics,  called  optics,  which  Newxok 
illuminated^. ;by-. his  genius  and  experience,  are 
sufii.ei^rit*  for ; conceiving  the  manner  in  which 
these  ap^arances  are  .  produced,  though  they 
requiife^  instruments  and.  particular  care  to  give 
them  proper  ^effect.'' 
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Such  is  the  elucidation  given  -  of.  the  phttK* 
tasmagoriu  by  an  ♦  intelligent  observer,^  whost 
friend  favoured  me  \rith  thik  communicatidm;  ^ 
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LETTER  XXXrn. 

Pari$,  December  21,  1801. 

If  Paris  affords  a.  thousand  enjoyments  to  the 
man  of  fortune,  it  may  taxfly  be  said  that,  with-^ 
out  money,  Paris  is  the  most  melancholy  ^bode 
in  the  world.  Privations  are  then  the  more 
painful,  because  desires'  and  even  wants  are  ren- 
dered more  poignant  by  .the  ostentatious  dis* 
play  of  every  object  which  mi^t  satisfy  them. 
What  more  cruel  for  an  unfortunate  fellow, 
with  an  empty  purse,  than  to.  pass  by  the  kitchoa 
of  a-  restaurateur,  when,  pinched  by  hunger,  '^h^ 
has  not  the  means  of  procuring,  himself  a  dinr 
ner  ?  His  olfactory  nerves  being,  still  mpre 
readily  affected  when  his  stomach,  is**  empty, 
far  from  affording  him  a  pleasing^  sensation, 
then  serve  only  to  sharpen,  the  torment  whrtla 
he  si]|ffers.  It  is  worse  than  tlie  pimisiirjiefat 
of  Tantalus,  wIk),  dyin^, with  thirst,  could  not 
drink,  though  lip'  to'  his   chin'  in  water. 

Really,  my- dear  friend,*!  would . ad visei  eVery 
rich  epicure  to  fix  hi»  residence  *  in' this,  .cit;^. 
Without  being  plagued  by  the  details  t)£.hous^ 
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keeping,  or  even  at  the  trouWe  of  looking^  at 
a  bill  of  fere,  he  might  feast  his  eye,  and  his 
appetite  too,  on  the  inviting  plumpness  of  a 
turkey,  sttifFed  with  truffles.  A  boards  head  set 
before  him,  with  a  Seville  orange  between  its 
tusks,  might  make  him  fancy  that  he  was  dis^ 
cussing  the  greatest  interests  of  mankind  at 
the  table  of  an  Austrian  Prime  Minister,  or 
British  Secretary  of  State ;  while  pates  of  Chartres 
or  of  Perigord  hold  out  to  his  discriminating 
palate  all  the  refinements  of  French  seasoning. 
These,  and  an  endless  variety  of  other  dainties, 
no  less  tempting,  might  he  contemplate  here, 
in  walking  past  a  magazin  d^  comestibles  oi 
provision^rwarehouse. 

-  Among  th6  changes  introduced  here,  within 
these  few  years^  I  had  heard  much  of  the  imr 
provements  in  the  culinary  art,  or  rather  in  the 
manner  of  serving  up  its  productions;  but,  on 
my  first  arrival  in  Paris,  J  was  so  constantly 
lengaged  in  a  succession  of  dinner-rparties,  that 
some  time  elapsed  before  I  could  avail  myself 
of  an  opportunity  of  dining  at  the  house  of  any 
pf  the  fashionable  i   :    . 

p:STAUK^T|:URS, 

This  is  a  title  of  no  very  ancient  date  in 
Paris.  TraiteurSs  have  long  existed  here:  inde- 
pndently  of  furbishing  repasts:  at  home,  these 
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traiteurs,  like  Birfeh  in  Comhill,  or  any  other 
famous  London  cook,  sent  out  dinners  and  sup* 
pers.  But,  in  1765,  one  Boulanger  conceived 
the  idea  of  restoring  the  exhausted  animal  func* 
tions  of  the  debilitated  Parisians  by  rich  soups 
of  various  denominations.  Not  being  a  traiteur, 
it  appears  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  serve 
ragouts;  he  therefore,  in  addition  to  his  resto^ 
rative  soups,  set  before  his  customers  new-laid 
"^ggs  and  boiled  fowl  with  strong  gravy  sauce: 
those  articles  were  served  up  without  a  cloth,  on 
little  marble  tables.  Over  his  door  he  placed  the 
following  inscription,  borrowed  from  Scripture  i 

Venite  ad  me  omnes  qui  stomacho  faboratis^.  et 

ego  restauraho  vos^^ 

Such  was  the  origin  of  the  word  and  profession 
of  restaurateur. 

Other  cooks,  in  imitation  of  Boulang^r,  $et- 
up  as  restorers,  on  a  similar  plan,  in  all  the  places 
of  public  entertainment  where,  such  establish- 
ments were  admissible.  Novelty,  fashion,  and, 
above  all,  deamess,  brought  them  into  yogue. 
Many  a  person  who  would  have  been  ashamed  to 
be  seen  going  into  a  traiteurs^  made  no  hesitatioi^ 
of  entering  a  restaurateurs,  where  he  paid  nearly 
double  the  price  for  a  dinner  of  the  same  descrip-  ; 

tion.     However,  as,  in  all  trades,  it  is  the  great 
number  of  customers   that  enrich    the    trader,  '| 

rather  than  the  select  few;  the  restaurateurs,  in  j 
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order  to  make  their  business  anawgr,  were  soon 
.under  the  necessity  of  constituting  themsdye^ 
traiteurs;  so  that,  in  lieu  of  one  title,  they  nov 
jjossess  two ;  and  this  is  the  grand  result  of  thp 
primitive  est^lishment. 

At  the  head  of  the  most  noted  restaurateurs  in 
Paris,  previously  to  the  revolution,  was  La  Bab- 
JUERE,  in  the  ci-devant  Palais  Royal ;  but,  though 
his  larder  was  always  provided  with  choice  fpQ4> 
his  cellar  furnished  with  good  wines,  his  bill  of 
fare  long,  and  the  number  of  his  custoipers  con- 
siderable,  yet  his  profits,  h^  said,  w^ere  not  gufii- 
.ciently  gre^t  to  allow  hjm  to  cover  his.  tablps  with 
Jjnen. .  This  omission  was  supplied  by  green  wax 
cloth;  a  piece  of  economy  which,  he  declared, 
produced   him  a  saving  of  near    10,000  livres 
(circa   4(;0^  sterling)  per  annum  in  the  sipglp 
particle  of  washing.     Hence  you  may  form  an  idea 
of  the  extent  pf  such  an  undertaking,     I  h^vc 
X)ften  dined  at  La  Barrieue's,  and  was  always 
well  served,  at  a  moderate  charge,  ^nd  with  re- 
markable expedition^      Much   about  that  time, 
Beauvilliers,  who  had  opened^  within  the  same 
.precincts^  ^  similar  establishment,  but  on  a  more 
refined  plan,  proved  a  most  formidable  rival  to  L4 
^Ai^Bi^RE,  and  at  langtli  eclipsed  him. 

After  a  lapse  of  almost  eleven  years,  I  again 
find  this  identical  Beauvij^^liers  still  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  the  greatest  celebrity,     Ro^ebt 
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l^jd  Naudet  in  the  Palais  du  Tribunate  an^ 
VfiRY  on  the  Terrace  d^s  Feuillam,  dispute  witit 
him  the  palm  in  the  art  of  Apicius.  All  theSfe,  it 
is  true,  furnish  excellent  repasts,  and  their  wine$ 
are  not  inferior  to  their  cooking :  but,  after  more 
than  one  impartial  trial,  I  thinfe  I  am  justified  in 
giving  the  preference  to  Beauvilli^rs.  liet  u^ 
then  take  a  view  of  his  arrangements :  this,  with  a 
few  variations  in  price  or  quality,  will  serve  as  a 
general  picture  of  the  ars  coquinarid  in  Pwis. 

On  the  first  floor  of  a  large  hotel,  formerly  oc^- 
cupied,  perhaps,  by  a  farmer-general,  you  enter  a 
suite  of  apartments,  decorated  with  ^rabesqtuea, 
and  mirrprs  of  \arge  dimensions,  in  a  style  no  less 
elegant  than  splendid,  where  tables  are  completely 
arranged  for  large  or  small  parties.  In  winter, 
these  rooms  are  warmed  by  ornamental  stgiveg^ 
and  lighted  by  quinquets,  a  species  of  Argand's 
lamps.  They  are  capable  of  accommodating  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  personis^, 
and,  at  this  tinie  of  the  year,  the  average  number 
thi^t  dine  here  daily  is  about  two  hundred;  iR 
sumiper,  it  is  considerably  decreased  by  the  at- 
tractions of  the  countr)^,  and  the  parties  of  plea- 
sure made,  in  consequence,  to  the  environs  of 
Jth^  capital.  , 

On  the  left  hand,  as  you  pass .  into  the  first 
room,  rises  a  sort  of  throne,  not  unlike  the  ^s- 
trado  in  the  grand  audience-chamber  of  a  Spanish 
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viccroj'.  This  throne  is  encircled  by  a  barrier 
to  keep  intruders  at  a  respectful  distance.  Here 
sits  a  lady,  who,  from  her  majestic  gravity  and 
dignified  bulk,  you  might  very  naturally  suppose 
to  be  an  empress,  revolving  in  her  comprehensive 
mind  the  affairs  of  her  vast  dominions.  This 
irespectable  personage  is  Madame  Beauvillieks, 
whose  most  interesting  concern  is  to  collect  from 
the  gentlemen  in  waiting  the  cash  which  they 
receive  at  the  different  tables.  In  this  important 
branch,  she  has  the  assistance  of  a  lady,  somewhat 
younger  than  herself,  who,  seated  by  her  side, 
in  stately  silence,  has  every  appearance  of  a  maid 
of  honour.  A  person  in  waiting  near  the  throne, 
from  his  vacant  look  and  obsequious  carriage, 
might,  at  first  sight,  be  taken  for  a  chamberlain; 
whereas  his  real  office,  by  no  means  an  unim- 
portant one,  is  to  distribute  into  deserts  the 
fruit  and  other  et  cetera.%  piled  up  within  his 
reach  in  tempting  profusion. 

We  will  take  our  seats  in  this  corner,  whence, 
without- laying  down  oiu-  knife  and  fork,  we  can 
enjoy  a  full  view  of  the  company  as  they  enter. 
We  are  rather  early:  by  the  clock,  I  perceive 
that  it  is  no  more  than  five:  at  six,  however, 
there  will  scarcely  be  a  vacant  seat  at  any  of  the 
tables.  «  Gargon,  la  carte  T—''  La  voili  de- 
f*  vant  vousy  Momieiin* 

Popd  heaven  !    the  bill  of    fare  is  a  printed 
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sheet  of  double  folio^  of  the  size  of  an  English 
newspaper.  It  will  require  half  an  hour  at  least 
to  con  over  this  important  catalogue.  Let  ua 
see;  Soups,  thirteen  sorts.— flbr^-(fa?Mi;rej, 
iwenty-two  species. — Beef,  dressed  in  eleven 
different  ways.— ^Pastry,  containing  fish,  flesh  and 
fowl,  in  eleven  shapes.  Poultry  and  game,  under 
thirty-two  various  fcrins.-^Veal,  amplified  into 
twenty-two  distinct  articles. — ^Muttop^  confined 
to  seventeen  only. — Fish,  twenty-^three  varieties. 
— Roast  meat,  game,  and  poultry,  of  fifteen  kinds. 
■--^Entremets,  or  side-dishes,  to  ^the  number  of 
forty-one  articles. — ^Desert,  thirty-nine. — Wines, 
including  those  of  the  liqueur  kind,  of  fifty-two 
denomination;,  besides  ale  and  porter.— r-Liqueurs, 
t)velve  sper4es,  together  with  coffee  and  ices. 

Fudge !  fudge !  you  cry — ^Pardon  me,  my  good 
friend,  'tis  no  fudge.  Take  the  trAncndous  bill 
9f  fare  into  your^wn  hand^  Fide  et  lege*  As 
we  are  in  no  particular  hurry,  travel  article  by 
article  through  the  whole  enumeration.  This 
will  afford  you  the  most  complete  notion  of  the. 
jexpense  of  dining  at  a  fashionable  restaTirateur^ 
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BEAUVILLIERS,   RESTAURATEUiR, 

Anciennement  d  hgretnde  Taveme  de  la  Republiqae^  Palais^Egaliti, 
No.  14t,  Prrsentement  Ruedfla  LOJy  No.  1243- 

9IIIX  DES  NETS  POUR  VNE  PERSONKE.-— LCS  ARTieL^ftBOfrT 
X«»  PRIK  ITS  SOVT  tOlvr  FIX£S>  M  AK^VEHT. 


POTAGES. 

Totagc  anx  laittrcs  ct  petit's  pois 0  15 

Potage  aux  cro&tons  ^  la  puree >, 0  15 

Foti^e  aux  choux 0  15 

potage  >u  coosomme.  ^ , . ; 0  12 

PoMge  an  pain. . .  * , 0  1^ 

Potage  de    sante , 0  12 

Potage  au  vermicel 0  12 

Fotage  an   ris , 0  12 

Potage  i  la  julienne - 0  12 

Pol^lge  printauier '. 0  15 

Potage  i  la  pusce , 0  IS 

pQtage   au  lait  d*amandes. . . . , 0  15 

Potage  en  tortue. 1  10 

HORS-D'GEUVRES. 


>v. 


Xntn<^  die  melon. * 1  0 

ijirticbaad  a  la  poivrade 0  15 

Itares  et  Radis 0  6 

Salade  de  concorobres .'  1  10 

Tbon  marine 1  K) 

Anchois  a  I'huile 1  5 

Olives 0  15 

Pied  de  cochon  a  la  Sainte-Menehould. 0  12 

Cornichons 0  8 

Petit  sale  aux,  clioux ,    1  5 
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ft'  «. 

Saudsses   aux    choux •  <  €  k9 

r 

1  Petit  Paia  de  Beurr*, , * .  O  4 

2  CEufe    frais. ^ O  12 

1  Citron 0  « 

Rissole  a  la  Choisy 1  0 

Croquette  de  volaille 1  4 

3  Rognott^  i  la  brochette. 1  o 

Tite  de  veau  en  tortue 2  5 

T^te  de  veau  au  naturel 1  o 

1  Cfitelette  de  pore  frais,  saace  robert 10 

Chou-Croute  garni 1  lO 

Jambon  de  Mayence  aux  cpinards 1  5 

ENTREES  DE  BCEUF. 

B(s\if  au  natur^  on  a  k'  sauoe 0  15 

Bceuf  aux  choux  ou  aux  legumes 0  18 

Camcbif. 1  10 

Rosbif. \  ,4 

Filet  de  ]^af  saute  dans  sa  glace 1  S 

Bifteck 1  5 

£ntre-c&te,  sauce  aux  cornichons 1  6 

Palais  de  Bceuf  au  gratin 1  4 

Palais  de  Bosuf  a  la  poulette  ou  a  i'ltalienne 1  d 

Langue  de  BcBuf  glacee  aux  cpinards I  O 

Jarrets  de  veau 0  15 


ENTREES  DE  PATISSERIE. 

Pate  chaud  de  legumes I     5 

2  petits  Pates  i  la  Bechamel •. 1     4 

2  petits  Pates  au  jus. .  . .  ^ 0  itif 

X  Pate  chaud    d'at^uille , 1   la 

1  Pite  chaud  de  crates. et  de  rognons  de"  coqs. .......  2    (S 

Tourte  de  godiveau, I     Q 

Tourte  aux  confitures- . , . . , .^  * 1     5 

Ypl-au-Veot  de  .filets,  de  vulailies. 2    (X 


446  A  SKBTCH  or  PARIS. 

VoI-au*Vent  de  Saumon  firais. I  lO 

Vol-ao-Vent  de  monie  i  la  Bechamd ; \    5 

Vbl-aa-Vent  de  cervelle  de  veau  i  1*  AUemande 1    5r 

ENTREES  DE  VOLAILLES. 

(Toutcs  Ub  entrees  aux  Trvffes  sont  de  15  de  plus  J. 

Caille  aux  petits  pois « * 2  10 

Pigeon  k   la  crapaudine 2  10 

Chapon  au  riz,  le  quart « 2  15 

Chapon  au  gros  sel,  le  quart 2  10 

Demi-poulet  aux  Truflfes  ou  aux  Huitret. 4    0. 

Fricassee  de. poulets  gamie^  la  moide 3  10 

Fricassee  de  pbuleU,  la  moitie....^ 3    0 

Saladede  volaille 3    O 

Friteau  de  poulet,  la  moitie 3    O 

Demi-poulet  a  la  ravigotte  ou  a  la  lartare «.....«  S    O 

Marinade  de  poulet^  la  moitie. .....  ^ S    0 

Le  quart  d'un  poulct  a  Testragon  ou.a  la  crteie  oul  .  ig 

aux  laitues. .,....: ..,*,.*....  ^ ..,.  -* 

Blanquette  de  poularde ^ 2  10 

1  cuisse  de  poulet  aux  petits  pois. 2    o 

1  cuisse  de  volaille  au  jambon 2    O 

2  c&tclettes  de  poulct ; . . . .  3    0 

I  cuisse  ou  aile  de  poulet  en  papillote • 1*  10 

1  cui^^e  ^e  poulet  a  la  Provenifale, ; , .  1  10. 

Ragout  melc  de  cretes  et  de  rognons  de  coqs ,  3  ,0 

Capilotade  de  volaille 3  .  o 

Filet  de  poularde  au  supreme ; , .  s    0 

Mayooaise  de  volaille. . 3    0 

Cuisses  de  Dixidon  grillees^   sauce  rooert ,-.....  3    0 

Le  quart  d*un  Canard  aux  petits  pois  ou  aux  navets. ...  1  10 

Foie  gras  en  caisses  ou  en  matelote 

Perdrix  aux  choux,  la  moitie ^  . 

Salmi  de  perdreau  au  via  de  Champagne. 

Pigeons  eu  compote  ou  aux  petits  pois 2  10 
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If.    t« 

Bcchatnel  dc  blanc  de  volaille ..•.»,..  210 

2  cuisses  de  poulet  en  hocliepot.  • 1  10 

Ailerons  -de  dlnde  aux  navets. ...,,,. ,  i  K) 

Blanc  de  volaille  aax  concombre$, , 3    O 

'      ENTREES  DE  VEAU. 

RLz  de  veau  piqucj  a  ToseiUe  ou  i  la  cliicoree 2    O 

Riz  de  veau  a  la  poulette. 2    0 

Fricandeau  aux  petits  pois 1     5 

Fricandeau  a  la  chicoree, .v  . .  ■  I     4 

Fricandeau  i  la  ravigotte 1     4 

Fricandeau  a  Foseille. 1     4 

Fricandeau  k  TEspagnole 1     4 

Cotelette  de  veau  au  jambon 1     4 

Cotelette  de  veau  aux  petits  pois 1  10 

Cotelette  de  veau  en  papillotte 1     5 

Cotelette  de  veau  pance,  sauce  piquante 1     O 

C6telette  de  veau^  sauce  t<«nate « 1    5 

Blanquette  de  veau 1     O 

Oreille  d«  veau  a  la  ravigotte. / I     4 

Oreille  de  veau  farcie,  frite 1     4 

Oreille  de  veau  frite  ou  en  mariaade 1     4 

Cerv^Ue  de  veau  en  matelote.  ^ . . . . .- 1     4 

Cervelle  de  veau  a  la  puree ' 1     4 

.  Tendons  de  veau  panes^  grilles,  sauce  piquante. 1     4 

Tendons  de  veau  a  la  poulette 1     4 

Tendons  de  veauen  macedoine 1     5 

T^dons  de  veau^au^  petits  pois 1     5 

ENTREES  DE  MOUTON. 

Gigot  de  mouton  braise,  aux  legumes 1     0 

Tendons  de  mouton  grilles ,  . » . .  0  lA 

Tendons  de  mouton  aux  petits  pois 1     5 

Hachi  de  mouton  a  la  Portugaise :?*....  1     0 

2  Cotelettes^e 'mouton  a  h  minute 1     .5 


\ 
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2  C5telette8  de  moutoa  aiax  raclnes i     6 

2  Cotelettea  de  mouton  au  nat^el. 0  IS 

2  C^telettes  de  pre /.. I    Of 

B^igtamme  d*agneau. ...  ^ 

2  C5te]ettes   d'agneau  au  naturel 

Tendons  d'agneau  aux  pointes  d'asperges 

I^ndons  d^agneau  aux  petits  poh. ; * 

Blanquette  d'agneaa. ........ .. .- •«  — 

Filet  de  chevreuil.  .• ..*-.-.• % I     ^ 

Cotelettc  de  chevreuil. ......  ..-.•.•.-  ...*.; «. 

Queue  de  mouton  i  la  puree. 1     ^ 

Queue  de  mouton  a  Toseille  ou  h  la  chicoree 1     5 

feiSTTREES  DE  POISSONS. 

Merlan  frit 

Maquereau  k  la  maltre  d'hotel 

Saumon  frais,  sauce  aux  cipres. 2  10 

Raie>  sauce  aux  capres  ou  au  beurre  noir • . .  .^   1  10 

Turbot,  sauce  aux  capres 2  10 

Cabillaud 

Morue  fraiche  au  beurre  fondu. .  •  • 

Morued'Hol.  a  la  maitre-d'hotel  ou  a  la  Proven  ^ale..    1  10 

Sole  frite 

Sole  sur  le  plat 5     0 

Eperlans  frits , 

Barbue .' '....,.... 

Turbotin. 

Matelote  de  carpe  et  d'anguille • , ,    2    0 

Tron9on  d*anguille  a  la  tartare , 1   10 

Carpe  frite^  la  nooitie 2     0 

Perche  du  Rhin  a  la-  Valle^fiche. 1 .  - 

Goujons  frits I     5 

Truite  au  bleu ^. 

Laitance  de  carpe .- -^  ,  _ 

Moules  a  la  poulette. . .' ,.'.....  -f. .  ♦.\  V ..  1 ... .    I     3 
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Homard. .  •  T. 3    0 

Esturgeoa 2  10 

r6ts. 

Sccasse , .., * 

S  Mauviettes 

Poularde  fine  9fr.  la  moitic 4  10 

Poulet  Normandy  7fr.  la  moitic 3  10 

Poulet  gras,  6fr»  la  moitic ,.,...    3    0 

1  Pigeon  de  voli^re 2,  Ip 

Perdreau  rouge 

Perdreau  gris , . . . .   3  10 

Caneton  de  Rouen 

Caille 2    O 

Agneau 

Veau , :i 1     0 

Mouton , 

Levreau , • . . . .  ^ 

Grive , 

Obergine i 1  10 

ENTREMETS, 
Gelee  de  citron .• 1  10 

Concombres  a  la  Bechamel. . . , 1  10 

Laitues  a  jus • 1  10 

Petits  pois  ala  Fran9aise  ou  a  TAnglaise 1  10 

Haricots  verts  a  la  poulette  ou  a  I'Anglaise 1  10 

,  Haricots  blancs  i.  la  maitre-d'hotel. 0  18 

Feves  de   marais ' 1  10 

Artichaud  a  la  sauce 1  IP 

Artichaud  h  la  barigoul , 1  IQ 

Artichaud  frit 1  5 

Truffes  au  vin  de  Champagne. r 

TrufFes  a  Vltalienne.  ........  ^ ....  v  *  •  • 

Croute  aux  truffes 

Navets ^^tm :•: '   ^  ^' 

roL.  I,  G   Cr 
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Carottei , o'  1$ 

{Ipioards  au  jus , • .  ^19 

Chicoree  au  '}m. •  •  •  ^  i    ^ 

Ceteri    au  jus.  / ,,.,..,.... 

ChouX'fieurs  a  la  sauoe  ou  au  pamiesan ,  I  IQ 

Afacedoine  de  legumes » .  1     9 

Pommes  de  terre  a  la  maitre-d'hotel 0  i8 

Champignons  a  la  Bordislaise 1    % 

Croutes  aux  champignons 1  19 

CEufs  brouillcs  au  jus 0  15 

CEufs  au  beurre  noir 1     6 

Omeletto  aux  fines  herbes. 0  i^ 

Omelette  aux  rognons  ou  au  jambon 1     0 

Omelette  au  sucre  ou  aux  confitures I    5 

Omelette  souffiiee , 1  10 

Beignets  de  pommes 1  10 

Charlotte  de  pomnaes * 1  10 

Charlotte  aux  confitures 2    Q 

Biz  souffle. . , . . , 1  10 

Souffle  aux  pommes  de  terre 1  10 

Le  petit  pot  de  creme 0  10 

Macaroni  d'ltalje  au  parmesan 1     5 

Fondu 1     4 

Plumpuding 1   10 

Jlcrevisses 2    0 

^alade 1    0 

DESSERT, 

fr.    9.  fr.      %. 

Ceraeaux 0  15 


Jlaisins 1     5 

Fraises 

Cerises 

Groseilles 

franiboises 

Abricot 0    8 


Peche 0  12 

Prunes, ,  0    3 

Figue 0    £1 

Amandes 0  I5k 

Noisettes 0  12 

Pommes  a  la  Por  tugais^ 

foires ,....,  0    ^ 
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Pomme..rr,.rr.... 

Compote  dc  vcrjus  1 
ep6pine ^ 

Compote  d'epine*  \ 
vinctte ^ 

Compote  de  poires. . 

Compote  de  pommes 

Compote  de  ceiises* . 

Nix  Vert. . .  .^ . . . 

Meringue 

Compote  de  grosellles 

Compote  d*abricot« . . 

Compote  de  peche. . 

Confitures 

Cerises  liquides 

Clarette, 

Vin  de  £ourgogne. . 
Via  de  Chablis. . . . 
Vin  de  Beaqne. . . . 
Via  de  Mulsaux. . . . 
Via  de  Montrachet. . 
Via  de   Pomard. . . . 

Vin  de  Volnay 

Vin  de  Nuits 

Via  de  Grav« 

Via  de  Soterne. .  . . 
Via      de     Cham- 


fr«    «• 


1      4 


1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

6 
1 

o 

2 
3 

3 

3 
3 
3 
5 
5 


4 

10 

8 

4 
4 

4 

4 
4 


Marmelade  d*abticots  1  10 
Gel6e  de  groseilles.  .14 

biscuit  a  la  cr^me.  . .    1  8 

Frotnage  i  la  cr>8me. .    1  10 

Fromagede  Roquefort  0  10 

Fromage  de  Viry. ...   0  15 

Fromage  de  Gruydre.   0  8 

— —  de  Neufch^tel.   0  5 

Fromage    de    Clo-1    ^  ^^ 
chcstre  ou  Chester  ^ 

Cerises  a  TeaU'ode-vIe   0  12 

I'runes  a  Teaurde-vie    0  1$ 
Abricots  aTeau-de-vie 
Pieches  JL  Teau-dc-vie 


VINS. 


0 

15 

0 

5 

0 

10 

10 

10 

10 

0 

0 


pagne  raousscux 
Vin  de  champagne 

tDousseux. . . . 
Tisaaede  Champagne 

Vin  de  Rose 

Vin  de  Silery  ro.uge, . 


5     0 


4     0 


3 
5 
6 


10 
0 
0 


Via  de  Silery  blanc. .  6 

Via   de  PierrJ 6 

Via  d*AJ 5 

Via  de  Porto 6 

Latour 6 

Via  de  C6te-R6tie. .  5 

Via  du  Glos  Vougeot  7  „ 

de  88 3 

Clos  St.  Georges, .  •  •  6 

Via  de  Poms^rel. ...  G 

VinduRhifi,.,....,  8 

Via  de  Chambertia. .  5 
Via  de  1' Hermitage  1 


rouge 

Vin  de  THermitage") 
blanc J 

Vin  de  la  Romance. .    5 

Ronxanee  Conti. , « .  •   8 


0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

4 

0 
0 

o 
o 

5     Q 


6    Q 

0 
Q 


OQ^ 
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Vio  de  Richebourg. .  5 
Chevalier  montracbet  6 

VindeV&ne 5 

Vin  de  Bordeaux  de 
Segur 


} 


0 
0 
0 

5     0 


I 


Vin  de  Bordeaux  LaEte  5  O 

Vin  de  Saint  Emilion  5  O 

Bierre  forte  ou  porter.  2  0 

Bierre. 0  10 


Vin    de   Cberestc,!    .    ^ 

riemi-hnuteille. .  •' 


VINS  DE  LIQUEURS. 

Vermoulth. 


demi-bouteille. . 
VindeMalvoisi^,  fcfem  4 

Mad^re  sec  id 4 

Malaga. . . . , 3 

Alicante  id. 3 

Muscat 3^ 


0 

0 
0 

0 

0 


Le  petit  verrc 0  10 


Anlsetted*Hollande. .  0  15 
Anisette  de  Bordeaux  0  12 
Eau-de-vie  d'Andaye    0  10 

Plcurd'Orange 0  10 

Cuirasseau 0  10 

Bhum 0  10 

Kirschcwaser. . , 0  10 

Ean  Cordial^  de  Co- 
radon  ....... 


Chipre 

Calabre 

P^le 

Palme... ..,. ...... 

Constance 

Tokai 

Le  petit  verre 1    ^ 

LIQUEURS. 

Liqueurs   dc^s  Isles..  0  15 

Marasquiq 0  15 

Eau-de-viedeDant-\   a  15 
zick "^ 

Eau-de-vie  deCoignac  0     8 

CasQ>latasse  12s.  ia 
demie. ...... 

Glace 0  15 


}  0  15 


}" 


8 


I 


One  advantage,  well  deserving  of  notice,  of  this 
bill  of  fare  with  the  price  annexed  to  each  ar-. 
tide,  is,  that,  when  you  have  made  up  your 
mind  as  to  what  you  wish  tp  have  for  dinner, 
you  have  it  in  your  power,  before  you  give  the 
order,  to  ascertain  the  expense.  But,  though 
you  see  the  price  of  each  d[ish^  you  see  not  tli^ 
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dish  itself;  and  when  it  comes  on  the  table,  you 
mayj  perhaps,  be  astonished  to  find  that  a  pom- 
pous, big-sounding  name  sometimes  produces 
only  a  scrap  of  scarcely  three  mouthfuls.  It  is 
the  mountain  in  labour  delivered  of  a  mouse. 

However,  if  you  are  not  a  man  of  extraordinary 
appetite,  you  may,  for  the  sum  of  nine  or  ten 
francs,  appease  your  hunger,  df ink  your  bottle  of 
Champagne  or  Burgundy,  and,  besides,  assist  di- 
gestion by  a  dish  of  coffee  and  a  glass  of  liqueur. 
Should  you  like  to  partake  of  two  different  sorts 
of  wine,  you  may  order  them,  and  drink  at  plea- 
sure of  both ;  if  you  do  not  reduce  the  contents 
below  the  moiety,  you  pay  only  for  the  half 
bottle.  A  necessary  piece  of  advice  to  you  as  a 
stranger,  is,  that,  while  you  are  dispatching  your 
first  dish,  you  should  take  care  to  order  your  se- 
cond, and  so  on  in  progression  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter :  otherwise,  for  want  of  this  precaution, 
when  the  company  is  very  numerous,  you  may, 
probably,  have  to  wait  some  little  time  between 
the  acts,  before  you  are  served. 

This  is  no  trifling  consideration,  if  you  purpose, 
after  dinner,  to  visit  one  of  the  principal  theatres : 
for,  if  a  new  or  favourite  piece  be  announced,  the 
house  is  full,  long  before  the  riising  of  the  cur-t 
tain;  and  you  not  only -find  no  room  \  at  the 
theatre  to  which  you  first  repair ;  but,  in  all  pro- 
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bability^  this  disappointment  will  foUpw  you  to 
eveiy  other  for  that  evening. 

Nevertheless,  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  are  suffii-r 
cient  for  the  most  dainty  or  troublesome  dish  to 
undergo  its  final  preparation^  and  in  tha^  time  you 
will  have  it  smoking  on  the  table.  Those  which 
admit  of  being  completely  prepared  beforehand, 
are  in  a  constant  state  of  readiness,  and  require 
only  to  be  set  over  the  fire  to  be  waymed.  Each 
cook  has  a  distinct  branch  to  attend  to  in  the 
kitchen,  and  the  call  of  a  particular  waiter  to 
answer,  as  each  waiter  has  a  distinct  number  of 
tables,  and  the  orders  of  particular  guests  to  obey 
in  the  dining-rooms.  In  spite  of  the  confused 
noise  arising  from  the.  gabble  of  so  many  tongues^, 
there  being  probably  eighty  or  a  bmidred  persons 
calling  for  different  articles,  many  of  whom  are 
hasty  and  impatient,  sia^h  is  the  habitual  good 
order  observed,  that  seldom  dnes  taay  mistake 
occur;  the  louder  the  vociferations  of  thehungi-y 
guests,  the  greater  the  diligence  of  the  alert 
liters.  Should  any  article,  whea  served,  happen 
not  to  suit  your  taste,  it  is  taken  back  and 
changed  without  the  ^lightest  murmur. 

The  difference  between  the  establishments  of 
the  fashionable  restaurateurs  before:  the-  revo- 
lution, aaad  those  in  y<^iie  at  th^  present  day^ 
is,  that  their  profession  presenting  many  eandi- 
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dates  for  public  favour,  they  are  ucuter  the  coiv 
tinual  necessity  of  employing  every  resource  of 
art  to  attract  customers,  and  secure  a  condrnfaocei 
of  them.  The  commodiousness  and  el^ance  of 
their  rocHxis,  the  savouriness  of  their  cooki^,  the 
quality  of  their  wines,  the  promptitude  of  thdr 
attendaxsts,  all  are  minutely  criticized ;  And^  if  they 
study  their  own  interest,  they  must  neglect 
nothing  to  flatter  the  eyes  and  palate*  In  fact^ 
how  do  they  know  tliat  some  of  tlxeir  epicurean 
guests  may  not  h^ve  been  of  their  o^n  fraternity^ 
and  once  figured  in  a  great  French  family  as  chef 
de  cuisine  ? 

Of  G0urse>  with  all  this  increase  of  Itixwy,  yba 
must  expect  an  increase  of  Expense :  but  if  youdof 
mot  now  dine  here  at  so  reasonable  a  rate  a»  for-^ 
ttierly,  at  least  you  are  sumptnously  served  for 
your  money.  If  you  wish  to  dine  frugally,  there 
are  nunAera  of  restaurateurs^  where  you  may  be 
decently  served  with  potage^  houilli^  an  entree^  aa 
erUremety  bread  and  desert,  for  the  moderate  sum 
of  from  twenty-six  to  thirty  sous*  The  addresses^ 
of  these  cheap  eating-houses,  if  th^  are  not  put 
into  your  hand  in  the  street,  will  present  tliem- 
selves  to  your  e}'e,  at  the  corner  of -almost  every 
wall  ia  Paris*  Indeed;,  all  things  considered,  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  the  dSfFerenee  in  the  expense  of  * 
dinner  at  a  restaurateurs  at  present^,  ^id  what  it 
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was  ten  or  eleven  years  ago,  is  not  more  than  in 
the  due  proportion  of  the  increased  price  of  pro- 
visions, house-rent,  and  taxes. 

The  difference  the  most  worthy  of  remark  in 
these  rendezvous  of  good  cheer,  unquestionably 
consists  in  the  company  who  frequent  them.  In 
former  times,  the  dining-rooms  of  the  fashionable 
restaurateurs  were  chiefly  resorted  to  by  young 
men  of  .good  character  and  connexions,  just  en- 
tering into  life,  superannuated  oflicers  and  bat- 
chelors  in  easy  circumstances,  foreigners  on  their 
travels,  &c.  At  this  day,  these  are,  in  a  great 
measure,  succeeded  by  stock-jobbers,  contractors, 
fortunate  speculators,  and  professed  gamblers. 
In  defiance  of  the  old  proverb,  ^^  le  ventre  est  le 
"  plus  grand  de  tons  nos  ennemiSy*  guttling  and 
guzzling  is  the  rage  of  these  upstarts.  It  is  by 
no  means  uncommon  to  see  many  of  them  be^n 
their  dinner  by  swallowing  six  or  seven  dozen  of 
oysters  and  a  bottle  of  white  wine,  by  way  of 
laying  a  foundation  for  a  potage  en  tortue  and 
eight  or  ten  other  rich  dishes.  Such  are  the  mo- 
dern parvenus,  whose  craving  appetites,  in  eating 
and  drinking,  as  in  every  thing  else,  are  not  easily 
satiated. 

It  would  be  almost  superfluous  to  mention,  that 
where  rich  rogues  abound,  luxurious  courtesans 
aiT  at  no  great  distance,  were  it  not  for  the  sake 
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©f  remarking^  that  the  former  often  regale  the 
latter  at  the  -restaurateurs y  especially  at  those 
houses  which  afFord  the  convenience  of  snug, 
Jittle  rooms,  called  cabinets  particuliers.  Here, 
two  persons,  who  have  any  secret  affairs  to  settle, 
enjoy  all  possible  privacy;  for  even  the  waiter 
never  has  the  imprudence  to  enter  without  bein^^ 
called.  In  these  asylums.  Love  arranges  under  his 
laws  many  individuals  not  suspected  of  sacrificing  at 
the  shrine  of  that  wonder-working  deity*  Prudes, 
whose  virtue  is  the  umversal  boast,  and  whose 
austerity  drives  thousands  of  beaux  to  despair, 
sometimes  make  themselves  amends  for  the  re- 
serve which  they  are  obliged  to  affect  in  public,  by 
indulging  in  a  private  i<?^e-^-^^/e  in  these  myste- 
rious recesses.  In  them  too,  young  lovers  fre- 
quently interchange  the  first  declarations  of 
eternal  affection ;  to  them  many  a  husbaiid  owes 
the  happiness  of  paternity ;  and  without  them  the 
gay  wife  ipight,  perhaps,  be  at  a  loss  to  deceive 
her  jealous  Argus,  and  iind  an  opportunity  of 
lending  an  attentive  ear  to  the  rapturous  ad- 
dresses* of  her  aspiring  gallant, 

What  establishment  then  can  be  more  con- 
venient than  that  of  a  restaurateur  f  But  you 
woul4  be  mistaken,  were  you  to  look  for  cabinets 
particuliers  at  every  house  of  this  denomination. 
perp,  ^\  BgAU vxj^w^^Ks',  fpr  instancy  you  \v\\\ 
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find  no  such  accommodation,  though  if  you 
dislike  dining  in  public,  you  may  have  a  private 
room  proportioned  to  the  number  of  a  respectable 
party:  or,  ^ould  you  be  sitting  at  home,  anc} 
just  before  the  hour  of  dinner,  two  or  three  frienda 
call  in  unexpectedly,  if  you  wish  to  enjoy  their 
company  in  a  quiet,  sociable  manner,  you  have 
only  to  dispatch  your  valet  de  place '  to  Beav vii.^ 
^ERS*  or  to  the  nearest  restaurateur  of  repute^ 
ioir  the  bill  of  fere,  and  at  the  same  time  desire 
him  to  bring  table-linen,  knives,  silver  forks^ 
fpoons,  and  all  other  necessary  appurtenances. 
While  he  is  laying  the  cloth,  you  fix  on  your 
dinner,  and,  in  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  ai^ 
hour,  you  have  one  or  two  elegant  courses, 
dressed  in  a  capital  style,  set  out  on  the  table*  As 
far  wine,  if  you  find  it  cheaper,  you  can  procure 
that  article  from  some  respectable  witie-mer'- 
chant  in  the  neighbourhood.  In  order  to  sav^r 
trouble,  many  single  persons,  and  even  small 
families  now  scarcely  ever  cook  at  home  5  but 
either  dine  at  a  restaurateur  Sy  or  have  their 
dinners  constantly,  furnished  from  one  of  these 
sources  of  culinary  perfection.  ^ 

But,  while  I  am  relating  to  yoil  the  advantage? 
of  these  establishments,  time  flies  apace :  'tis  six 
p'clock. — If  you  are  not  disposed  to  drink  more 
wiiie,  let  us  hare   some    coftee    and    our    bill. 
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When  you  want  to  pay,  you  say:  ^'  Gar f on,  Iq^ 
^^  carte  payante  /'*  The  waiter  instantly  flies  to 
a  person,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  whom  he 
dictates  your  reckoning.  On  consulting  your 
stomach,  should  you  doubt  what  you  have  con- 
sumed, you  have  only  to  call  in  the  aid  of  your 
memory,  and  you  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  tiiat 
you  have  not  been  charged  with  a  single  article 
too  much  or  too  little. 

Remark  that  portly  man,  so  respectful  in  his 
demeanour.  It  is  Beauvilliers,  the  master  of  * 
the  house:  this  is  his  most  busy  hour,  and  he 
will  now  make  a  tour  to  inquire  at  the  different 
tables,  if  his  guests  ^re  all  servpd  according  to  . 
their  wishes.  He  will  then,  like  an  able  general, 
take  a  central  station,  whence  he  can  command  a 
view  of  all  his  dispositions.  The  person,  appa^ 
rently  next  in  consequence  to  himself,  and  who 
seems  to  have  his  mind  absorbed  in  other  objects, 
is  the  butler :  his  thoughts  are,  with  the  wine 
Vmder  his  care,  in  the  cellar. 

Observe  the  cleanly  attention  of  the  waiters, 
neatly  habited  in  close-rbodied  vests,  with  \^hite 
aprons  before  them :  watch  the  quickness  of  their 
motions,  and  you  will  be  convinced  that  no  scouts 
of  a  camp  could  be  more  on  the  alei't.  An  esta^ 
blishment,  so  extremely  well  conducted,  excites 
admiration,     Every  spring  of  the  machine  duly 
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performs  its  office;  and  the  regularity  of  the 
whole  might  serve  as  a  model  for  the  admitoistra- 
lion  of  art  extensive  State,  Repair  then,  ye  mo- 
dern Machiavels,  to  N""  1 243,  Rue  de  la  Loi ;  and, 
while  you  are  gratifying  your  palate,  imbibe  ijx^ 
•^truction  from  Beavvilliejjs. 


END  OF   THE   FIRST   VOI-UME, 


:n''«.v  Bnaqe-btrcet,  Loivlon. 
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